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Avstin, November 5th, 1855. 

The House of Representatives of the Sixth Legislature of the 
State of Texas, met in pursuance of law, and was called to 
order by Edward Clark, Secretary of State, B. F. Hill, former 
Chief Clerk, officiating as Clerk, pro tem., and Wm. M. Hardi- 
man, as Sergeant-at-Arms, pro tem. 

The roll of Districts being called, the following members 
appeared and presented their credentials, to wit: 
District No. 1, Bowie 


2, Red River, 
3, Lamar, W.J. Bonner. 
4, Fannin, Thos. N. Pettus. 
5, Grayson, G. R. Reeves. 
6, Collin, F. M. Dougherty. 
7, Denton, Collin & Cook, J.W. Throckmorton. 
8, Dallas, A. J. Witt. 
9, Hunt, James Hooker. 
10, Hopkins, Richard L. Askew. 
11, Hopkins, Fannin and 
Red River, T. L. Green. 
12, Titus, R. E. Hines. 
13, Cass, J. M. Wood. 
14, Cass and Titus, J. C. Guy. 
i W. A. Tarlton, 
15, Harrison, A. D. Burress, 
Nat Smith. 
16, Upshur, M. F. Locke. 


17, Smith, TDG Adrian. 
18, Wood and Van Zandt, Henry Stout. 
19, Kaufman and 


Henderson, Joseph Martin, 
- John H. McClanahan 
20, Anderson, f Benjamin Parker. 


21, Cherokee, W. S. Tàylor, 


J. C. Rushing, 
J. C. Francis. 
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{ M. D. ). Ector, 
P ‘ J. H. Parsons,- 
22, RUBE, i J. S. Devereux, 
| Wm. Stedman. 
23, Panola, ` Wm. R. Poag. 
Qi, Shelby, J. R. Richardson,. 
25, Shelby, Panola. and 
San Augustine, Elihu Williams.. 
26, San Augustine, M. aay, 
B: Ochiltree. 
27, Nacogdoches, lw. C P locie 2 


28, Houston,. C. H. Randolph; 

29, Polk and Trinity, 

30, Sabine, Jasper and { John O. Lawhon,, 
Newton, W. D.C. Smith,. 

31, “Angelina & Cherokee, J-C. Harrison. 

32, Jefferson and Orange, Isaiah Junker. 


33, Liberty, C. L. Cleveland. 
34, Tyler, N. B. Charlton. 
CE ae John Henry Brown 
5, Galveston a Bherwood.. . 


Ashbel Smith, 


86, Harris, | S. S. Tompkins.“ 


37T, Montgomery,- Israel Worsham.. 
38, Walker, H. M. Crabbe. 
39, Grimes, R. C. Neblett. 
40, Walker, Madison and 

Grimes, P. W. Kittrell. 

` 41, Leon, W. P. Middleton. 

£2, Freestone, Limestone 
add Falls, Milton Busby. 
43, Navarro, Wm. Melton. 
44, Elis and Tarrant, Isaac Parker, 


45, Bell and McLennan, Daniel McMillin. 
AG, Robertson & Milam, H. P. Hale. 
AT. Burleson and Brazos, James Shaw. 


i 48; Williamson and Bur- 


nett, a €. Dalrymple. 
. John Sayles 
49, Waen ae = |B. E. Tarver. 
50, Austin, A. J. Bell. 
51, Fort Bend & Austin, d. S. Sullivan. 


52, Brazoria. - W. B. P. Gaines. 


oe 53, Matagorda and Whar- 


ton, I. N. Dennis. 
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54,. Colorado, 

55, Fayette, 

56, Bastrop, 

57, Travis, 

58, Fayette, Bastrop-and 
Travis, ; 

59, Jackson & Galhown, 

60, Victoria and Goliad, 


61, Lavacca and DeW itt, 


62, Gonzales, 
63, Gaudalupe, 
64, Caldwelland Hays, 


65 Nueces, San Patricio, 


and Refugio, 
66, Webb, 
67, Starr, 


. 68, Cameron, 


69, Cameren & Hidalgo, 


£0, Bexar, 


71, Bexar, Uvalde, Gil- 
‘lespie, Medina, Kin- 
ny and Comal, 

72, Comal and Gillespie, 

73, El Paso and Presidio, 


W. J. Darden. 
Jas. L. Gay, 
W. W. Trigg. 
C. S. West. 


Johu W. Dancy: 


F. M. White. 

L. S. Owings, 
Joshua E. Martin. 
Stephen H. Darden.. 
John R. King, 
We. Ellison. 


J. B. McCowan, 
H. P. Bee. 

A. N. Norton. 
F. W. Latham. 


“Wm. H. Cleveland, 


M. &.. Merrick, 
Jas. Li, Truehart. 


Jacob Waelder. 
J. E. Arnold. 
Josiah F. Crosby. 


A quorum being present, the members were called forward, 
and the oath prescribed by the Constitution, administered to them 
by the Secretary of State. 

It being the pleasure of the House, it then proceeded to the 
election of Speaker. 

> Messrs. Ochiltree; Green and Crosby were appointed Tellers. 
- Nominations being declared in order, the Hon. Ashbel Smith 
put in nomination the name of Hamilton P. Bee for Speaker of 
the House of Representatives of the Sixth Legislature of the 
State of Texas. - l 
. There being no other nominations, the House proceeded to 
ballot, which resulted as follows : Z 
-H P. Bee, T8 votes. 

* N. B. Charlton, 1 vote. 

= Kittrell, 1 vote. 

Blank, 1 vote. 

Mr. Bee having received a majority of all the votes, was de- 
clared duly elected Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

- Messrs. Ashbel Smith and B. E. Tarver were appointed a 
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committee to wait upon the Speaker elect, and conduct him to 
the Onair. 

The Speaker, on ascending the Chair, addressed the House to 
the following purport: 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

I accept, with great diffidence of my ability to discharge its 
duties, the distinguished position to which I have been called 
by your suffrages, and return "my most grateful acknowledge- 
ments for the unanimity and cordiality with which it has been 
conferred. | - 

T bring to the discharge of its duties but a limited experience, 
and can but promise my best efforts to merit your confidence. 
The first important measure which will claim our attention, will 
be the rules which we shall make for our government, and 
which, when placed in my hands, stamped with the seal of your 
approbation, it will be. my duty to administer ; and I ask in ad- 
vance, that so long as I shall discharge that duty impartially, 
strictly, and to the best of my ability, that I will be sustained by 
the same generous confidence that to-day so honors me. ` 

‘The occasion is appropriate to congratulate the Representa- 
tives of the people upon the happy auspices under which we 
meet. With the exception of our frontier, peace and prosperity 
every where prevails. Assembling as we do within the completed 
walls of this Capitol, an emblem in itself, not only of the pro- 
gress and prosperity of our State, but of the Union of our people, 
may We not indulge in the patriotic hope, that whatever local or 
sectional differences may have hithertd characterised the Lesis- 
lature of our State, that upon this occasion we will lay all such 
considerations, as ìt were, upon the common altar of our country, 
and with a firm purpose and united will, move forward to the 
discharge of the important duties that await us. 

In my humble judgment, the prosperity of Texas for the next 
ten years, depends upon the action of this Legislature. Itis im 
our power to dissipate forever the few dark clouds that yet lin- 
ger on the political horizon of our State; that Texas unfettered 
and free from all incumbrances, may move onward to the accom- - 
plishment of that high destiny with her sister States, to which 
she is entitled, by her natural position and her own bright and 
glorious history. 

I offer yon, gentlemen, my cordial co-operation in carrying 
out this good work. f 

Again, I thank you for the honor you have conferred upon 
me 

The election of Chief Clerk being next in order, Mr. Merrick 
nominated E. D. McKenney, Mr. Kittrell nominated J. H. Hutch- 
ins. 
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Mr. McKenney received 61 votes,- 
¢ Hutchins .- & 21 s 

Mr. McKenney having received a majority of all the votes cast, 
‘was declared duly elected Chief Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, 

The election of First Assistant Clerk being next in order, 
Mr. Randolph nominated R. E. Clements, Mr. West nominated 
W. L. Chalmers. Maa? 
‘Mr. Clements received 56 votes. 

& Chalmers 2p 

Blank " | 

Mr. Clements having received a majority of all the votes cast, 
was declared duly elected First Assistant Clerk of the House of 
Representatives. 

The election of Second Assistant Clerk being. next in order, 
Mr. Randolph nominated John Ashley, Mr Stedman nominated 
J. B. Hollinsworth. 

Mr. Ashley reeeived 63 votes. 
“ Hollinsworth ©“ 15 « 
Blank. & 1 vote, 

Mr. Ashley having received a majority of all the votes, was de- 
clared duly elected Second Assistant Clerk of the House of 
Representatives. a l 

The Clerks elect came forward and were qualified. 

On motion of Mr. Ashbel Smith, the Houge adjourned until 


3 o’clock P. M. 


we 


Turer O’Crocx P. M, 
House met according to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
resent, : = 

i The election of Engrossing Olerk being announced by the 

Speaker as next in order l 

Mr. Rushing nominated Thos. J. Johnson, - a 
There being no other nominations, the House proceeded ta 
ballot, which resulted as follows : E 
Mr. Johnson received 55 votes, 
“ J. A. Smith “ > 
“ Weaver 1 vote. 
Blank st 4 votes. 
Mr. Johnson having received'a majority of all the votes east, 


was declared duly elected Engrossing Clerk of the House of 
Representatives. 


The election of Enrolling Clerk being next in order 
Mr. J. Henry Brown nominated John M. Gibson, 
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There being no other nominations, the House proceeded to 
-ballot, which resulted as follows: | 
Mr. Gibson received 56 votes. 
# St. Clair “ B N 
sé Smith ee 2 c< 
Blank + a K = 
i Scattering -“ 2 m = 
Mr. Gibson having received a majority of -all-the votes cast, 
“was declared duly elected Enrolling Clerk of. the House of Rep- 
“resentatives, ~ 7 : 
The election of Sergeant-at-Arms being next in order, - 
Mr. Randolph nominated H. J. Taylor, 
j “ Ochiltree pa TF. P. Płasters. , 
Mr. H. J. Taylor received 57 votes. - ’ 
“¢ T, P. Plasters “© 22% * 
Blank ~ «I vote. n3 
Mr. Taylor having received a majority of all the votes -cast, 
"was declared duly elected Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of 
‘Representatives. l 
The Clerks elect came forward and were qualified. 
E election of ‘Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms being next ïn 
& 0 er g 3 7 
Mr. Williams nominated W. B. McShan. 
There being no ether nominations, the House proceeded to'bal- 
-lot, which resulted as follows ; 
Mr. McShan received 65 votes. 
Blank ss A & 
Scattering ~“ g e 
Mr. McShan having received a majority of all the votes cast, 
was declared duly elected Assistant. Sergeant-at-Arms of-the 
‘House of Representatives. 
“The election of Door Keeper being next in order, 
“Mr. Witt nominated N. Weaver. 

There being no other nominations, the House proceeded to 
ballot, which resulted as follows: -> - 
Mr. Weaver received 60 votes. 

Scattering ek, oe 
‘Mr. Weaver having received a majority -of all the votes cast, 
was declared duly élected Door Keeper of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, 
The election of Assistant Door Keeper being next in order,. 
Mr. Kittrell nominated Thos. Rogers. 
« Randolph “ . GS. Boggess. 
« N.Smith . © Wm. McAdams. 
Thos, Rogers received 8 votes, 


+ 


9 


G.S. Boggess received 57 votés 
Wm. McAdams “« 11 & 
Scattering 4 ne 
Mr. Boggess having recéived a majority of all thé votes cast, 
was declared duly elected Assistant-Door Keeper of the House 
of Representatives, ot l 
The officers elect came forward, and were duly qualified. - 
The Speaker announced that the House was duly organized. 


Whereupon Mr, Dancy moved to appoint a conmiittee of thiréé — 


to inform the Senate that the House was now organizéd, and 
teady- to proceed to business. 


‘Megsts. Dancy, West and Reeves were appointed said com- 


mittee, which performed their duty, and were discharged. 

Mr. Reeves offered the following resolation, which was 
adopted. ` 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed for the pur- 
pose of arranging the Seats of the House and nambering them, 
and that the Clerk prepare ballots corresponding with such nim- 
bers, and that the members of the House respectively, draw for 
heir seats.” “ 


Messrs. Reeves, Latham and Randolph were’ appointed, said 


committee, . 

“Mr. Sherwood offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Speaker is hereby instructed to appdirit 
hree active boys as inside messengers to the House, and further, 
hat the compensation of such messengers be fixed and limited at 
one dollar and fifty cents per day to each. 


Mr. Ochiltree moved to amend the resolution, by striking out ` 
onè dollar and a half, and inserting two dollars and q half; lost.. 
r. Charlton moved to lay’ the resolution on the table; car- 


ried, 

Mr. Ashbel Smith offered the following resolution : ~ 

Resolved, That the Speaker appoint the usual Standing Com- 
mittee’; adopted. ; 

Mr. Tarver offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives adopt the rules 
of the last session for the present, and that the Speaker appoint a 
cominittee of five to revise the same, and report as early as-pract 
ticable. 


“A message was received from the Senate through their Secre- 


KI 


eléction of the following officers: 
* James F. Johnson, Recietary. ` 


, tary, informing the House that said body had organized'by ‘the 


. B 
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R. T. Brownrigg, tst Assistant Secretary. 
Adolph Menard, 2d “ “ 

C. J. Garrison, Engrossing Clerk. 

Frank Gildart, Enrolling _“ 

Ward Taylor, Sergeant-at-Arms.. 

S. W. Pipkin, Door Keeper. 

A. M. Clare, Assistant Door Keeper, — 


and is now ready to proceed to business; also that the Senate 
had appointed Messrs. Taylor of Cass, Flanagan and Potter, a 
committee to aet with a similar committee of the House, to in- 
form the Govornor that the two Houses of the Legislature are 
organized, and ready to receive any communieation he may wish 
to make. . 

On motion of Mr. Isaac Parker, the Speaker appointed the fot- 
lowing committee on the part of the House: 

Messrs. Parker, Kettrell, Ector, Gaines and McCowan. 

On motion of Mr. Randolph the House adjourned till. to-mor- 
row, 10 o’clock, A. M. 


Austin, Nov. 6th, 1855. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—rol] called—aquorum 
present. 
Journal of yesterday—read, amended and adopted. 
Mr. Isaac Parker, Chairman of a select committee, made the 
following Report. 


Hon H. P. Bee, Speaker of the House: 


The Select Committee appointed on part of the House to act 
in conjunction with a like eommittee on part of the Senate, to - 
wait on the Executive, and inform him that the Legislature is 
now organized and ready to receive any communication he- 
should please to make, have performed that duty, and report that’ 
the Governor will furnish a copy of his message to each branch 
of the Legislature at half-past ten o’clock on this day. - 

Mr. West offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish 
each member of the House with a copy of Hartley’s Dizest and 
all the general laws ofa subsequent date, together with the Jour- 
nals of the last Legislature, upon a receipt of the same being 
filed in the State Department. 

Mr. Rushing offered the following as a substitute for the reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish ° 
the chairman of each’standing committee of the House with the 
acts of the last Legislature, a Hartley’s Digest of the laws o 
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Texas, and the Texas Reports, and also to each member of 
the House the acts of the last Legislature, and Hartley's 
Digest to be returned at the adjournment of the Legislature. 

The following message was then received from the Senate: 

Resolved, That with the concurrence ofthe House of “Re 
resentatives, the two Houses will go into the election of Public 
Printer, to morrow at half past eleven o’clock, a. m, and open 
the polls and compare the vote for Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor. 

Mr. Tarver moved to lay Mr. Rushing’s substitute on the 
table. Lost. i l 

Mr. Pollock offered the following as an amendment to the 
substitute- 

Amend by adding a copy of Hartley’s Digest and all the sub- 
sequent Acts of the Legislature. Lost. 

Mr. Tarver moved to amend, by adding the chairman of éach 
committee, and each member giving his receipt for them res- 
pectively. Adopted. g 

A message was then received from the Governor. Laid on 
the Speaker’s table for the present. 

Mr. Sayles moved to amend, by adding after Hartley’s Di- 
gest, the words “ Journals of the last Legislature”. Adopted: 

Mr. Davis moved to lay the resolution, substitute, and amend- 
ments on the table. Lost. 

The resolution as substituted and‘&imended, was ‘adopted. 

Mr. Clevéland of Liberty, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the office of Reporter to the House of Rep- 
resentatives, be and the same is hereby created, and that the 
House will proceed by election, to fill the same on Thursday 
next. Adopted. ae o | 

Mr. Harrison offerd the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the office of Chaplain be created. l 

Mr. Locke offered the following as a substitute for the reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
be authorized and requested to appoint a committee of three, 
whose duty it will be to solicita clergyman or clergymen, to 
officiate as Chaplain to the House of Representatives during the 
present Session, and that an appropriatlon be made at the close 
of the Session, corresponding with the amount of services per- 
formed. : l 

Mr. Neblett moved to lay“the resolution and substitute on 
the.table. 

A division of the question was called for and had. 
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The question to lay the substitute on the table, was. put and 
earried. ee i 
The guestion to lay the resolution on the table being before 
the House, the ayes and nays were called for and stood as fol- 
OWS | r o o 
Ayrs.—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Bell, Busby, W. H. Cleve- 
land, Dancy, Devereux, Francis, Junker, Joseph Martin, Me. 
Cown, McMillan, Melton, Merrick, Neblett, Norton, Benjamin 
Parker, Isaac Parker, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Sayles, Shaw, 
Stedman, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, Waelder, West, 
—-8l. E 
Nays. Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Bonner, Brown, 
Burress, Charlton, Cleveland, Ciabb, Crosby, Dalrymple, Wm- 
J. Darden, Davis, Dennis, Ellison, Gaines, Green, Hale, Har. 
rison, Hines, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, Locke, Joshua 
E. Martin, McClannahan, Middleton, Ochiltree, Owings, Par. 
gons, Pettus, Pollock, Richardson, Rushing, Sherwood, Ashbel 
Smith, W. D. O. Smitb, Stont, Charlton, Tompkins, Trueheart, 
White, Witt, Wood, Worsham and Williams.——46. ~ 
So, the motion to lay the resolution on the table was lost. 
Mr,.-Waelder proposed to amend the resolution as follows; 
Resolved, That an invitation be extended to the .Clergy- 
men of the aity of Austin, to open this House with prayer, 
whenever they may feel so inclined ; provided, that no appro- 
priation be made for his semwices, ; 
Mr. Tomkins proposed to amend the amendment as fol- 
lows: That the House of Representatives elect a Chaplain on 
Thursday next, and that he be entitled ta the usual compensa- 
tion” ` 
-On motion of Mr. Harrison, the House ordered the previous 
question. The question being upon the adoption or - rejection 
a the oneal resolution, the same was put and the resolution 
adopted. 
“Mr. Lawhon moved to reconsider the vote, passing the reso- 
Jution. Lost, ~ 
Mr, Randolph, chairman of a special committee, made the 
ollowing report. @ 
Austin, Nov. 6th, 1855. -~ 
Hon. F, H. Bee, Speaker he., % 
Your Committee appointed -tọ 
arrange and number the seats and desks, beg leave to report, 
that they have discharged their ditty. They have numbered 
the desks from one to ninety, inclusive, and have also prepared. 
corresponding numbers, to be placed in a box, and respectfully 
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suggest that the drawing of the seats take place under the di- 
rection of the Speaker. Report adopted, 

Mr. Tompkins offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the House ot Representatives elect a Chap- 
jain on Thursday next, and that he be entitled to the usual com- 
pensation. 

Mr. Darden moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
all after the words Thursday next. Accepted. 

Resolution as amended, adopted. i 

“Mr. Adrian in the chair, Mr. Smith of Harris, moved a re- 
consideration of the vote adopting the Report of Mr. Ran- 
dolph, chairman of.committee on seats. Lost. 

A message was then received from His Excelleney the Goy- 
ernor. Laid on the Speaker’s stand forthe present. 

The Speaker appointed the following committee on Rules, 
consisting of Messrs, Dancy, Charlton, Merrick, Kittrell, *Pol- 
lock, Sherwood and Dixon. 


On motion, the House adjourned till 3 o'clock P. m, 


3 O’CLOOK, P. M, 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 

resent. 

Mr. Tompkins offered the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the members of the House of Representa- 
tives shall assemble but once a day, and its setting shall con- 
tinue fron 9 a. m., until 2 p. m. Laid on the table one day for 
consideration. 

The Message of his Excellency the Governor was then taken 
n 

on motion of Mr. Grimes, the reading of the same was dis- 
pensed with. 

The message from tlie Senate relative tothe election of Pub- 
lic printer, was then taken up, read, and on imotion of Mr. 
Brown, concurred in by the House. 

‘Mr. Crosby offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Reporters r the various newspapers of the 
State, be allowed seats withiMShe bar of the House during the 
present Session. Adopted. 


On motion, the House adjourned till to-morrow, at 9 o'clock 
A M 
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Austin, Nov., 1th, 1855. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. Ea 
P Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Sayles offered the following resolution : _ 

Resolved, That the committee on printing be required te 
contract with the Post Master at this place, for the transmission 
of papers and public documents through the mail, the expen- 
sos to be charged to the contingent fund of the House. Adop- 
ted. ` 

Mr. Parker of Tarrant, offered the following resolution: | 

Resolved, That copies of the Governor’s Message, 
and copies of the accompanying documents be printed 
for the use of the House of Representatives. . ` 

Mr. Waelder proposed to amend as follows : 

_ Amend by adding, that 1500 copies of the Goyernor’s Mess- 
age be printed in Spanish and 2500 in the German language. 

Mr. Ardrey proposed to amend, by filling up the blank with 
ten thensand copies. l 

Mr. Ochletree in the Chiair. l 

Mr. Adrian offered the following, as a substitute for the res- 
olution and amendments : ooo 

Resolved, That five thousand copies of the Governor’s Me 
sage, and five hundred, each in the German and Spanish lan- 
guages, be printed for the use of the House of Representatives, 
to bein Pamphlet form. . - 

Mr. Bee proposed to amend the substitute, by striking out 
500 copies in the Spanish, and insert; That the committee on 
Printing be instructed to contract with the Editors of the 
Bejareno, published at San Antonio, forthe printing and de- 
livery, at this place, of one thousand copies of the Governor’s 
Message and such accompanying documents as may be con- 
sidered appropriate; published in the Spanish language. . 

Mr. Waelder proposed to amend by adding, that the com- 
mittee on printing be also instructed to contract for the printing 
and delivery at the city of Austi§ of 2500 copies of the Gov- 
ernor’s Message in the German language. 

Mr. Burress proposed to amend, by adding one thousand in 
the different Indian tongues. . 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the resolution, substitute and amend- 
ments were referred te the committee on Public Printing. 

On motion of Mr. Rushing, Mr. Harrison was exeused from 
attendance on the House, on account of indisposition. 


iva 
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On motion of Mr. Green, the House took recess till half past 
41 o'clock. - eee 

Recess expired. House met—roll called—quorum present: 

The following committee on Public Printing, was then an- 
nounced : 

Messrs. Brown, West, Charlton, Williams, Devreanx, La: 
tham, Throckmorton, Milton, Ellison, Pettus, and Martin of 
Henderson. 

The Speaker in the Chair. 

The chief Clerk was then instructed to invite the Senate to , 
meet the House in joint Session, for the purpose of electing g 
Pubiic Printer, and opening the polls and counting the vote 
for Governor and Lieutenant Governor. 
~ Mr. Tompkins offered the following- resolution : 

Resolved, That the absent members be excused from atten- 
dance on the House. Ruled out of order. 

The Senate then appeared, ‘headed by the Hon. D. C. Dixon, 
President, who was invited to aseat on the right of the Speak-. 
er, and-Senators to seats provided for them. 

The two Houses in joint Session, then proceeded tothe elec- 
tion of a Public Printer. l 

The President of the Senate announced in bebalf of that body, 


that nominations for the office of Printer was then ın order.— 
Senator Taylor put in nomination before that body, the name 


of Marshall & Oldham. Senator Hord nominated Mr. Latimer 
of the Dallas Herald. . i 

Messrs. Tompkins and Witt, on the part of the House, put 
in nomination Messrs. Marshall & Oldham, and Mr. Latimer 
of the Dallas Herald, respectively. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, a committee was appointed to wait 
on Mr. Guy and take his vote. ` | 

Mr. Waelder moved that a committee be appointed to take 
the vote of Mr. Owings. Carried. 

-Mr. Tarver moved to appoint a committee to take the vote 
of Mr. Harrison. Carried. - 

Messrs. Tarver, Witt and Green, were appointed said com 
mittee, to take the votes of absent members. 

Mr. West moved to reconsider the vote appointing a com- 
mittee to wait on absent members. Lost. 
A call of the House was ordered and Scargant-at-Arms dis- 


‘patched for absent members. 


On motion of Mr. Tarver, the call was suspended. 
The committee appointed to take the votes of absent and: 


sick members, reported the votes of Messrs. Guy and Harri- 
son. 
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Mr. Dancy moved a call of the House. Lost. 

On telling the vote for. Public Printer, it appeared that 
Messrs. Marshall & Oldham had received sixty votes, and Mr. 
Latimer fifty-four. l — - 

Those voting in the House for Messrs. Marshall & Oldham, 
were, Messrs. Adrain, Ardrey; Arnold, Brown, Cleveland of 
Bexar, Dancy, Davis, Dennis, Devereux, Ector, Ellison, Fran- 
cis, Gdines, Gay, Guy, Harrison, Hooker, King, Latham, Law- 
hon, Locke; McMillan, Melton, Merrick, Owings, Parker of An- 
derson, Parsons, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Rushing, Shaw, 

erwood, Smith of Harris, Stout, Sullivan, Tarver, Taylor, 
ompkins, Trigg, Frueheart, Waelder, White, Williams and 
Wood.—45. i ` 

Those voting for Mr. Latimer were, Messrs. Speaker, As- 
kew, Bell, Bonner, Burress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of Lib- 
erty, Crabb, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of Colorado, - Darden 
of Gonzales, Dougherty, Green, Hale, Hines, Junker, Kittrell, 
Martin of Henderson, Martin of Lavaca, McClannahan, Mce- 
Cown, Middleton, Neblitt, Norton, Ocheltree, Parker of Tar- 
rant, Pettus, Reeves, Richardson, Sayles, Smith of Harrison, 
Smith of Newton, Stedman, Farlton, Throckmorton, West, Witt 
and Warsham.—49. 

Messrs. Marshall & Oldham having received a majyrity of 
all the votes cast by both Houses of the Legislature, were de- 
elared duly elected public printers. 

On motion, the Hose adjourned until 3. o’clock, P. m. 

3 O’Croox, P. M. 

Senate and House met in Joint Session—roll called—quorune 
present. , 

The Houses in Joint Session proceeded to count the votes for 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor. Messrs. Ocheltree, Scott 
and Williams were appointed tellers. Ontelling the vote, it 
appeared that E. M. Pease had received for Governor, 26,336 
votes. D. O. Dixon 17,965 votes. G.T. Wood 276 votes.— 
M. T. Johnson 809 votes and scattering 26 votes. . 

E. M. Pease having received a plurality of all the votes cast, 

was declared by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
daly and constitutionally elected Governor of the State of Tex- 
as. . 
. On telling the vote for Lieutenant Governor, it appeared that 
H. R. Runnels had received 21,073 votes, W. G.. W. Jowers 
17,817 votes. Andrew Neill 4360 votes, and scattering 4 
votes. 

H. R. Runnels having received a plurality of all the votes: 


i ee ec al a a a “o| 
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cast, was declared by the Speaker of the House of Reprosente- 
tives, duly and constitutionally elected Lientenant-Governar t of 
the State of Texas. . 


The Senate then, headed by the Hon. D. C. Dixon, President, 


retired to their Chamber. 


On motion, Mr. Taylor was appointed on the fommitiee OR 


public printing in place of Mr. Dixon. 


On motion, the House adjourned till to-morrow, at 10 o'clock, 


A, M. é z Ra w 


AUSTIN, Nov., 8th, £856. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll ealied—qnoram 


present. 


Journal of yesterday read: and adopted. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr. Adrian presented the petition of Josiah D. Turner. ia 
Referred to the committee on private land claims. 
Mr. Brown presented the petition of Wm, H. Harrison. 
Referred to the committee on private land claims. 
` Mr. Cleveland of Bexar, presented the petition of eee citi- 


zens of Bexar county. ee 
‘Referred tothe committee on county Boundaries, 


Mr. Kittrell presented the petition of ‘Phomas Palmer, 
Referred to the committee on private land claims: 


_ Mr. Locke presented the petition of Henry Patrick. a 
. Referred to the committee on private land claims. s 
_ Mr. West presented the petition of H. Grooms. 


Referred to the committee on Public Debt. se 
Mr. Throckmorton presented the penton of Collin McKin 


ney. 


Referred toa Skat committee. 

Mr. Richardson presented the petition of R. A. Powdrelt. 
Referred to the committee on private land claims. 
Mr.:Randolph presented the petition of O. M. Goolsby. 
Referred. to.the.committee on private land claims. 

Mr. Locke presented the petition of Wm. Lee. 

Referred to the committee on private land claims. 

Mr. Brown presented the petition of Samuel Swartwout, 
Referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Throckmorton. presented the petition of sundry citizens of 


Peter’s Colony. 


Referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Ardrey presented the petition of Samuel H. King. 

Referred to the committee on private land claims. 

Mr. Ardrey presented the petition of Felix G. Lovett. 
- & 
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_ Referred to the committee on private land claims, l 
: Mr. Ardrey presented the petition of Samuel Jordan. 
Referred to the committee on private land claims. 
$ REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. Brownyghairman of the committee on Printing, made the 


following reports > o N 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, K ' 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: : 
The committee on Printing who were instructed to contract 
with the Post Master of this city tor the transmission of papers 
and documents through the mails, the expenses being charged 


to the contingent fund of this House, have performed “that duty, . 


and have contracted with the Post Master for that office, to oper 
an account with the House, stamp all documents mailed by mem- 


bers of the House as paid, and charge the. same in the. current 


account; the mail matter to be delivered by the Door Keeper to 
the Post Master. 

The committee have also contracted with the Post Master, for 
a supply of pre-paid letter envelopes for the uSe of the members, 
subject to the approval of the Honse, and ask that the same be 
approved. Received to come up in its reguiar order, 


To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, ke. 


The committee on Printing, to whom was referred su day 
resolutions relative te printing the Governer’s Message ` and ac- 
companying documents, in the the English, German “and Span- 
ish languages, have had the same under consideration; and have 
instructed me to report the following resolution : 

Resolved, That there shall be printed- for tke use of the 
House, ten thousand copies of the Governors Message and ac- 
companying documents in pamphlet form; also one thousand 
copies of the samé in both the Spanish and German languages, 
and that the committee on printing be instructed to contract with 
De Bray and Lewis of San Antonio, for the translation, printing 
and delivery of the copies in S panish, and with T. Lindheimer 
of New Braunfels, for the translation, printing and delivery of 
those in the German language. Received to come up in its reg- 
ular order. 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the rule regulating the order 
of business was suspended, and reports from the committee on 
Public Printing were taken up. 

The report relative to the Governor’s Message being before the 
House, Mr. Adrian offered the following amendment to the” sub- 
stitute reported by said committee: 


Amend by striking out ten thousand copies, and inserting five 
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thousand in English; and by striking out one thousand in Ger 
man and Spanish, and i insert five hundred in the German and, 
Spanish languages. ` 

Ae motion of Mr. Tarver, the amendment was laid on the 
table, 

Mr. Cleveland of Liberty, proposed to amend by adding :— 
Provided that the items inthe accouut of the disbursing agent of. 
the Peuitentiary be omitted. Adopted. 

Substitute amended aud adopted. 

The report of the committee on Printing, relative to contracting 
with the Post Master, for the transmission of mail matter &c, 
being before the House, Mr. Sayles moved its adoption. r. 

Mr. Randolph proposed - to amend, by striking out all in rela- 
tion to pre-paid letter envelopes. 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, the amendment was laid on the 
table, and report adopted. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A resolution regulating the time of meeting and adjournment 
of the House, wag then ‘taken up. 

Mr. Tompkins proposed to. amend the resolution by inserting 
from 10 a. m. until 8 p. m. i 

Mr. Reeves moved to lay the resolution and amendment ‘on 
the table. 

a Mr. Darden of Gonzales, moved a division of the question. — 
ost. 

The question to lay the resolution. and amefdment on the 
table, was put aud carried. 

Mr. Trieheart offered the following resolution : 

__ Resolved, That the House meet at 9 A. M. „and remain in 
session until3 p.m. Laid on the table one day for considera- 
tion. 

The election of Reporter being before the House, the Speaker 
announced nominations in order, 

_ Mr. Ochiltree nominated W. F. Weeks. 

- Messrs. Ardrey, Devereux and Owings, were appointed tell- 


- Crs, 


On telling the vote, it appeared that Mr. Weeks had received 
73 oe Blank’ 3 votes, Fontaine 1, Months 1, and ‘Tal ey- 
rand 1 

Mr. Weeks having received a majority of all the votes cast, 
was declared duly elected Reporter for the House of Repr¢sei- 
tatives, for the present session. ` 
` The Hoitse then went into an election for Chaplain. 
` Mr. Green nominated Win. M. Baker, Mr. Waelder nomina- 
ted Mr, Laferty, Mr. Melton nominated Mr. Rose, Mr. _ Richard- 
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soñ nominated Mr. Crissman, Mr. Stedman nominated Mr- 
Craig, Mr. Ector nominated Mr. Britton, Mr. Lawhon nomina: 
ted Mr. Wilson, Mr. Dancy nominated Mr. Abner Smith, Mr. 
Pollock nominated Mr. Power, Mr. Adrian nominated Mr. Lane, 


Mr. ‘Tarlton nominated Mr. J. Baker, Mr. Trigg nominated 


Mr. Johnson, Mr. Throckmorton nominated Mr. W. P. Smith, 


Mi. McCown nominated Mr. Father OReilly, Mr. Parker of 


Tarrant, nominated Mr. Byers, Mr. Reeves nominated Mr. Tay 
lor, Mr. Tarver nominated Mr. Fontaine, Mr. Merricknominated 
Bishop Odin, Mr. Dalrymple nominated Mr. Lawhon, Mr, Sayles 
nominated Mr. Woolridge, and Mr. Brown nominated Mr. 
Greenwood, l 


Mt. Tarver moved to postpone the election until the 4th day 


of July next. 

Mr, Pollock moved to lay Mr. Tarver’s motion on the table.— 
Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Harrison, the previous question 
was ‘ordered. | 

The question being upon the postponement of the election, the 
yeas and nays were called tor and stood thus: ` 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Busby; Charlton, Cleve- 
land of Bexar, Dalrymple, Darden of Gonzales, Devereux, Mar- 
tin of Henderson, McCown, McKillan, Melfon, Merrick, Neb- 
lett, Norton, Poag, Sayles, Shaw, Stedman; ‘Tarver; Throckmor- 
ton, Trigg, Waelder, West and Wood-—24, 

“Nays.— Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Brown, 
Burress, Cleveland of Liberty, Crabb, ‘Crosby, Dancy, Darder 
of,Colorado, Davis, Dennis, Ector, Ellison, Gaines, Gay, Green, 
Guy, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Law- 
- hon, Locke, Martin of Lavaca, McClannahan, Middleton, Och- 
iltree, Owings, Parker of Anderson, Parker of Tarrant, Pettus, 
Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sherwood, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stout, Suliivan, Taylor, 
Tarlon Tapk Ti:ucheart, White, Williams, Witt, and Wor- 
sham—54. 

So the House refused to postpone the election. `- . ; 

On telling the vote it appeared that Mr. Wm. M. Baker had 
réceived 6 votés, Mr. Laferty 8 votes, Mr. Rose 2 votes, Mr. 
Crissman 3 votes, Mr. Craig -3 votes, Mr. Britton 5 votes, Mr.- 
Woullain $ votes, Mr. Abner Smith 1 vote, Mr. Power 7 votes, 
Mr. Lane 7 votes, Mr. J. Bakor 3 votes, Mt. Johnson 1 vote, Mr. 
W. P. Smith 3 votes, Father O’Riely 1 vote, Mr. Taylor 2 votes, 
Mr. Fontaine 2 votes, Bishop Odin 2 votes, Mr. Woolridgé 4 
votes, Mr. Greenwood 2 votes, Blank 2 votes and ‘Bishop 1 
vote. S 5 g 
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No one candidaté having received a majority of all the votes 
cast, the House proceeded to a second ballot. 

The names of Messrs. Rose, Craig, Britton, Wullom, Joseph 
Baker, Taylor, Odin, - Lawhon, and Greenwood were with- 
drawn. i 

On telling the vote, it appeared that Mr. Wm. M. Baker had 
received 9 votes, Mr. Lafferty 9 votes, Mr. Crissman 3 votes, Mr 
Abner Smith 4 votes, Mr, Power 11 votes, Mr..Lane Il votes, 
Mr. Johnson 6 votes, Mr. W. P. Smith 13° votes, Mr. Byers 3 
votes, Mr. Fontaine 3 votes, Mr. Woolridge 4 votes and Mr. 
Britton 1 vote. 

No one candidate having received a majority of all the votes 
cast, the House proceeded to a third ballot. 

The names of Messrs. Baker, Crissman and Byers were with- 
drawn. 

On telling the vote, it appeared that Mr. Laferty had received 
12 votes, Mr. A. Smith 1 vote, Mr. Power 15 votes, Mr. Lane 10 
votes, Mr. Johnson 6 votes, Mr. W. P. Smith 21 votes, Mr. Fon- 
taine ’2 votes, Mr. Wollridge 4 votes, Mr. Britton 1 ‘vole, and 
Blank 1 vote. 

On motion, the House adjourned ane 3 o'clock P. m., pend- 
ing the election of Chaplain. 

~ O’CLocK, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called— quorum 
present, 

The election of Chaplain again taken up. i l 

Mr. Waelder moved that the election of Chaplain be postponed 
until to-morrow, 11 o’clock, a. m.—lost. - 

The House then proceeded to a fourth ballot. 

Messrs. Adrian, Norton and Darden of Colorado, were ap- 
pointed tellers. 


The names of Messrs.,Odin O’Riely, Woolridge and Britton 
were withdrawn. 

On telling the vote it appeared that Mr. Laferty had received 
11 votes, Mr. Power 30 votes, Mr. W. P. Smith 17 votes, Mr. 
Lane 16 votes, Mr. Woolridge 1 vote, Mr. Lawhon 2 votag.and 
Pope Pius 1 vote. 

No one candidate having received a majority of all the vee 
cast, the House proceeded to a fitth ballot. 

On telling the vote, it appeared that Mr. Laferty had received 
A votes, Mr. Power 40 votes, Mr. W. P. Smith 17 votes, Mr. 
Lane 16 votes, and Mr. Lawhon 2 votes. 

Mr. Power having received a majority of all the votes cast, 


was declared duly elected Chaplain ofthe House of Represen- 
tatives for the present session. 
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The Speaker then announced the usual Standing Commit- 
tees, Viz: 

- Committee on the J udiciary.— Messrs. Tarver, West, Waelder, 
Tompkins, Ardrey, Bonner, Green, Rushing, Parsons, D. G. 
Smith, Sullivan, Darden of Colorido, and Stedman. 

On Internal Improvements. _—Messrs. Throckmorton, Sher- 
wood, Smith of Harris, Williams, Green, . Owings, Stedman, 
Tarlton, Ochiltree, Bonner, Dancy, Sullivan, Charlton and Mer- 
rick. 

On Public Debt.—Messrs. Ashbel Smith, Ocheltree, . Davis, 
Ector, Taylor of Cherokee, Shaw, W. D.C. Smith, Darden of 
Gonzales, Kittrell, Crosby, Merrick and Wood. 

On Education.—Messrs. Kittrell, Randolph, Cleveland of 
Bexar, Sayles, Devereux, Pollock, Tarlton, Pettus, Bonner, La- 
tham, W ood, Harrison, White and Smith of Harris. 

- On State Affairs, Messrs. Isaac Parker, Darden of Colorado, 
Brown, Nathaniel Smith, Cleveland of Bexar, McClannahan, 
Junker, Askew, Richardson, Sullivan, Bell, Norton, Lawhon, 
Adrey and Latham. 

On Finance.— Messrs. Charlton, Darden of Gonzales, Trigg, 
Hale, Dancy, Lawhon, Francis, Locke, Middleton, Parker of 
Anderson, Sherwood, Trueheart, Sayles, Pollock and Richard- 
son, 
On Federal Relations.— Messrs. Ector, Gay, Martin of Lavaca, 
Oleveland of Liberty, Dancy, Crosby, Busby, Rushing, Davis, 
Guy, Askew, Burress and Poag. 

- On Land Office.—Messrs. Witt, Gay, Middleton, Hines, Me- 
Millan, Hooker, McCown, Dennis, Francis, Benjamin Parker, 
Worsham, Dougherty, and Poag. 

On Public Lands.— Messrs. White, Adrian, Gaines, Latham, 
Melton, McMillan, Reeves, Arnold, Bonner, Hines, Locke, Neb- 
lett, King, Norton and Harrison. 

On Private Land Claims.—Messrs, Shaw, Bell, Middleton, 
Dennis, Witt, Truehart, Tompkins, Williams, Taylor, Darden 
of Gonzales, Ector, Cleveland of Liborty, Crabbe and Pollock. 

Oq Indian Affairs—Messrs. Crosby, Stout, McMillan, Norton, 
WaéMier, Isaac Parker, King, Pettus, Hale, Busby, Dougherty, 
Reeves and Dalrymple. 

On the Penitentiary.—Messrs. Wood, Crabbe, Hooker, Adrian, 
McClannahan, Parsons, Guy, Trigg, Ellison, Burress, Randolph, 
Owings and Junker. 

On Contingent Expenses.—Messrs. Pollock, Charlton, Mc- 
Glannahan, Dougherty, Devereux, Brown, Crabbe, Hale, Trigg, 
Ellison, Arnold, Kittrell, Throckmorton and Latham. 

On Privileges and Elections. —Messrs. Poag, Nathaniel Smith, 


23 


Hari ison, Worsham, McCowan, White , Busby, Cleveland o of Lib: 
erty, Martin of Kaufman, Ellison, Guy and Devereux. 

On Engrossed Bills. — Messrs. Dennis, Latham, Waelder, Par- 
sons,. Loeke and Darden of Colorado. 

On Military Affairs.— Messrs. McCowan, Taylor, Green,- Da- 
vis, Hines, Gaines, Bell, Dalrymple, Martin of Kaufman, Mann, 
Stout, aud King. 

On Public Buildings. —Messrs. West, Junker, Norton, Arnold 
and’ Neblett. 

On Claims and Accounts.—Messrs. Randolph, Sayles, Tine: 
hart, Pettus, Dougherty, Hooker, Tarlton, Martit of Kaufman, 
Francis, Ardrey, Lawhon, Gay, King and Melton. 

On County Boundaries. Messrs. Merrick, Owings, Shaw; 
Isaac Parker, Adrian, Cleveland of Liberty, Witt, Reeves, West, 
Steadman, Martin of Lavaca, Dalrymple, Richardson; Worsham 
and Smith of Harrison, 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. = 

Mr. Kittrell offered the following resolution, | 

` Resolved, That such portions ofthe Governor's Message, as 
relate to subjects belonging appropriately ‘to the Standing Com- 
mittees of the House, ve zżeferred to the satne with instructions to 
report by bill or other wise—adopted. 

Mr. Sherwood offered the following resolution : 

Fesolved, That so much of the Governor’s Message as relates 
to’ constitutional amendments, or recommendation for the éall of 
a Convention to revise the Constitution, be reforred to a seleet 
comm ittee of fifteen. 

Mr- Cleveland moved to lay the resolution on the table—lost, 
andresolution adopted. 

Mr. Adrian offered the following resointion : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of repealing the entire Probate law 
of this State, or to make such amendment to gaid law. as may be 
necessary ; and report by bill or otherwise, to this House, at 
their earliest convenience—-adopted. 

The Speaker then announced the following select commit- 
toe on the petition of Collin McKinney : 

Messrs. Throckmorton, Charlton, Ochiltree, Crosby and West. 

Mr. Adrian introduced a bill requiring land claims to be loca- 
ted and surveyed ina certain time. Read Ist time. 

Mr. McMillan introduced a bill authorizing the Judge of the 
3rd Judicial District, toholdaterm of said court, in Coryelle 
county on the 14th Monday atter the Ist Monday in September, 
1855. Read Ist time. 

Mr. Randolph introduced a bill to amend an act “to provide 
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for the construction of the Mississippi & Pacific Rail Road,” ap- 
proved —— day of December, 1853. Read Ist time. l 


Mr. Truehart introduced a bill for the relief of P. Gallahee, 
and the legal representatives of Archibald. Fitzgerald, Read ist 
time. 

__ Mr. Ardrey introduced a bill ta authorize James F. Trette and 
Nancy R. Trotte his wife, to adopt Josephine Head, and te 
change her name to that of Josephine Trotte. Read lst time. 

Mr. Hale introduced a bill to incorporate the town of Came- 
ron, in the county of Milam. Read Ist time. 

Mr. Parker of Tarrant, introduced a bill ,to repeal the 14th 
Sec. of an act to provide for the construction of the Mississippi 
and Pacific Rail road- Read 1st time. 

Mr. Wood introduced a bill to incorporate the town of Linden 
in Cass county—read Ist time. 

Mr. Davis introduced a Joint resolution, instructing our Sen- 
ators, and requesting our Repaesentatives in Congress, to vote 
against the repeal or amendment of an Act, passed at the regular 
Session of the 33rd Congress, 1854, establishing a Government 
forthe Territories of Kansas and Nebraska—read 1st time. 

Mr. Adrian offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be authorized to employ some 
competent person to arrange and file unfinished business of the 
last Legislature—adopted. 

Mr. Richardson introduced a bill for the relief of R. A. Pow- 
drill—read Ist time. l . 

Mr. Busby introduced a bill to quiet land titles—read ist 
time. 

Mr. Melton introduced a bill to investigate certain void and 
forfeited land titles; read 1st time. 

Mr. Worsham by leave of the House, presented the petition of 


Caroline Boyd and Lucy Ann Boyd. 

Referred to a select Committee of five. 

Mr. Parker of Tarrant, presented the petition of A. F. Leon- 
ard, et al; referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Also, the petition of Wm. C. Trimble, and Wm. Norris, Admin- 
istrators of the estate of S. Haworth, deceased ; referred to the 
committee on Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Tarrant Territory, 
asking fora new county; referred to Committee on County 
Boundaries. 

Mr. Gaines offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing be required to 
contract for twenty copieseach of the State Gazette, and State 
Times, for the use of the members. a 
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Mr. Stedman proposed to amend, by striking out all after the 
words “use of” and inserting “ each member of this. House.” 
On motion of Mr. Randolph, the resolution and amehdinent | 


@ were referred to the committee on printing. 


Mr. Dancy, chairman of committeeon Rules, made ` “the fol- 
lowing report: 


E Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker of House Representatives : 


The committee on Rules have considered the Rules of the 
House of Representatives of the last Legislature, and recommend 


$ thatthe following amendments be adopted: 


Ist Amendment. In Rule 10 Art. 2, strike ont the word 


| “lie,” and insert instead thereof, the word “ lay” and arrange the - 
order of committment thus: 


Ist. A Standing Committe. 

2nd. The Committee of the Whole House, 

3rd. A Select Committee. 

‘2d Amendment: Rule 29. Change the words “ to writing,’ 
to the words “in writing.” - 

3rd Amendment. Substitute for rule 31st. the following: 

It shall require ten members to second a motion for the pre- 


| vious question, which shall be in this form: “Shall the main 


§ question be now put.” Ifa majority of the members present vote 
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$ in the affirmative, the main question shall then be put. The 
| previous question shall be decided without debate; and until it. 
$ is decided it shall preclude all amendments and further debate of 
$ the main question. > 


4th Amendment. In rule 40, strike out the words “ unanimous 


j consent of the House,” and insert instead thereof the words 
@ ‘consent of four-fifths of the members present.” 


5th Amendment. In rule 52, change the word “lie” to the 


É word “lay,” and add to the end of the rule, the following words.: 
Í “yet this motion cannot be received after "another question is 
E actually put, and while the House is engaged in voting. 

| When a motion to adjourn is made, the ae shall be put . 


immediately, and vo motion to adjourn fora longer or shorter 


®@ time shall be recerved until the first is decided or withdrawn. .. 


oth Amendment. Add to rule 56, at the beginning, the words 


$ “fifteen members shall be necessary to sustain a call of the House 


| and” 


7th Amendment. Add to rule 60 the words “and no member 


= mittee.” 


8th Amendment. Inrule 71, strike ont the word “Senate,” 


$% and insert the word “ House ” instead. thereof. 


~ 
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| who is absent-from the House shall be permitted to vote by com- 
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- And after adopting the foregoing amendments, or as many 
thereof as the House may approve, the committee recommend 
that the accompanying resolution be adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the rnles of the House of Representatives, as 
amended: be adopted, and that two hu ndred copies be printed for 
the use of the House. 

Report received to come up in its regular.order. B 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule regulating the order of 
business, was suspended, and the report and aecompanying reso- 
lution of the committee on mles taken up. 

Amendments in said report, read and adopted seriatem. 

The question upon the adoption of the resolution accompany- 
ing said report was put andthe resolution adopted. 

“Mr. Ochiltree, by leave of the House, presented the petition of 
Mary Francis Millard. 

Referred to committee on private Jand claims. 

Mr. Ardrey introduced a bill for the relief of the Hon. A. W. 
O. Hicks, Judge of the 5th Judicial Disiet ; read Ist time. 

Also, a bill for the relief of B. R. Wallace ; read Ist time. 

Mr. Gaines offered the following resolntion : 

“Resolved, That the Speaker appoint a standing committee on 
Roads, Bridges and Ferries; adopted. 

Mr. Stout introduced a bill, declaing Van Zandt county 
constitutional ; read Ist time. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 10 o'clock, Monday 
morning. 


a 


AUSTIN, Nov. 12th, 1855. 

House met according to adjournment, 

-Roll called—quorum present. 

Journal of Thursday read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of Liberty, Mr. Polk came’ for- 
ward and presented-his credentials, and took the oath - of office, 
and his seat. 

On motion of Mr Rushing, Mr Moore was added to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

PETITIONS. 


Mi Charlton presented the petition of: Lois Ann Sapp, for 
relief. 

Referred to committee on private fand claims. 

Mr Darden of Gonzales presented the petition of Joha H. 
White. 

Referred to committee on State affairs. 

Mr White presented the petition of Basil Durbin for relief. 
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Referred to committee on private land claims: Also, the peti. 


f tion of Thaddeus Douglass for relief. Referred to “commutes 
€ on private land claims. 


Mr Gay presented the petition of J V Cook. 
Referred to committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr Cleveland of Bexar presented the petition of sundry citi- 


$ zens of Bexar county. Referred to committee on county boun- 
@ daries. <~ 


Mr Poag presented the petition of Samuel T Burns for relief, 


É Referred to committee on private land claims. 


Mr Parsons presented the petition of Ann and Jesse Waling 
for relief. Referred to committee on private land claims. 


Mr Pettus presented the petition of James G Fitzgerald for 


$ relief. Referred to committee on private land claims. 


On motion of Mr Kittrell, Mr West was added to the com— 


$ mittee on education. 


A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 


$ through his private secretary. 


Mr Smith, of Harrison, presented the petition of T B Wilson 


| and others, in behalf of the Marshall Masonic Institute. 


Referred to committee on education. Eg 
Mr Witt presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 


| town of Dallas, praying for the incorporation of said town. 


Referred to committee on county boundaries. 
Mr Tariton presented the petition of sundry citizens of Har- 


@ rison county, praying the creation of a new judicial distriet.— 


@ Referred to committee on the Judiciary. 


Also the petition of H H Garrison for relief. Referred to 


E committee on the judiciary. 


Mr Worsham presented the petition of Thomas wW Hoy, for 


: relief. Referred to committee on private land claims. 


Mr Sayles presented the petition of John W King for relief, 


@ Referred to committee on public debt. 


Mr Richardson .presented the petition of the Central Baptist 


E Association relative to thé Maine Liquor Law. Referred, to 
@ committee on public debt. 


Mr West presented the petition of Barnabas Basford for re- 


| Í lief. Referred to committee on claims and accounts. 


Mr Throckmorton presented the petition of Elizabeth Ash— 


B lock for relief. Referred to committee on private land claims, 
§ Mr McCowan presented the petition of sundry citizens of Nue- 
Í ces and San Patricio counties, praying for the organization of 
anew county. Referred to committee on county boundaries. 
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Mr Poag presented the petition of John © Clark for relief:— 
Referred to committee on private land claims. ; 

Mr Owings presented the petition of John Garner tor relief 
Referred to committee on private land claims. a 

Mr Rushing presented the petition of E M Thomason, for 
relief. Referred to committee on private land claims. 

- Mr McMillin presented the petitiou of sundry citizens of 
Coryell county, asking the creation of a new county. Referred 
to committee on county boundaries. ‘ 

On motion of Mr Tarver, Messrs Sayles and Ochiltree were 
added to committee on the Jydiciary. 

Mr Throckmorton presented the petition of sundry citizens 
of Cook and Denton counties, asking the creation of anew 
county. Referred to committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Melton presented the petition of George W Shelton, for 
relief. Referred to committee on private land claims. 

Mr West presented the petition of W Z Harrison, asking for 
change of name. Referred to committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Cleveland, of Bexar, presented the petition of Dennis 
and Richard Meade, for reiief. Referred to committee on pri- 
vate land claims. 

On motion of Mr Locke, Mr Stont was excused from attend— 
ance on the House, on account of indisposition. 

Mr Reeves presented the petition of S B Skidmore for relief. 
Referred to committee on private land claims. 

Also the petition of John Speer for relief. Referred to the 
committee on private land claims. 

Mr Brown presented the petition of James T O’Reily, for re- 
lief. Referred to committee on private land claims. 

Mr Dougherty presented the petition of Ruse P Murray for 
relief. Referred tocommittee on private land claims. 

Mr King preséated the petition of E S C Robertson, agent of 
the legal representatives of H R W Hill, deceased, for relief.— 
Referred to committee on public debt. 

Mr Middleton presented the petition of Nancy Walker for 
relief. Referred to committee on private land claims. 

Mr Kittrell presented the petition of Wm W and Jane 8 
Byers for relief. Referred to committee on private land claims. 

A message was received from the Senate through their sec- 
retary, informing the House of the passage of a bill to amend 
an act to incorporate the Jefferson Rail Road Company. 


REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr Brown, chairman of the committee on printing, made the 
following report : = 
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Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The committee on Printing, to whom was referred a resolu- 
tion and amendment relative to subscriking for copies of the 
city papers for the use of the House, have instructed me to re— 
port—That they have received propositions from the offices of 
the State Times and State Gazette, and have acceeded to the fol- 
lowing, subject to the approval of the House, to wit : 

To take ten copies of the tri-weekly State Times for each 
member and officer of the House, at five cents per copy, con- 
taining the debates and proceedings of the House. 

Also ten copies of the tri-weekly State Gazettejfor each mem- 
ber and officer of the House, at five cents per copy, containing 
the journals of the House ; and the same number of the 
tri-weekly “ appendix” to the Gazette, in quarto form, at the 
same price, to contain the debates of the two Houses, as furn- 
ished by their reporters respectively. 

To which the approval of the House is requested. 

Received to come up in its regular order. 

On motion of Mr Locke the rule regulating the order of busi- 
ness was suspended, and the report taken up. 3 

Mr Charlton offered the following amendment: 'Strike out 
that portion-of the report that propuses to print the appendix 
containing the debates in the Gazette. 

Mr Stedman offered the following amendment to the report: 
Amend by striking out ten copies of the Times and inserting 
twenty. 

On motion of Mr Ochiltree, first amendment was laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr Pollock, second amendment was laid on the 
table. 

Report adopted. 

Mr Parker, of Tarrant, one of the committee on county and 
county boundaries, made the following report : 


Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The committee on county and county boundaries to whom ` 
was referred the petition ot the citizens of the territory of Tar- 
rant county, praying for anew county, have duly examined the 
same, and recommend the passage of the accompany bill. 

Report received. ` l l 

On motion of Mr Parker, of Tarrant, rule defining the order 
of business suspended. 


\ 
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Report taken up and adopted—and accompanylng: bill to 
create the county of Bedford read first time. 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


` Mr Rushing introduced a bill to require publication of the 


saleof real estate and slaves to be made in newspapers. Read. 


first time. 

Mr Stedman introduced a bill concerning oaths and affidavits. 
Read first time. : 

Also a bill to repeal certain sections of an act entitled an act 
to provide for the construction of the Mississippi and Pacifie 
Rail Road. Read first time, 

Also a bill to amend an act regulating elections—approved 
March 16th, 1848. ‘Read first time. 

Also a bill to amend an act, entitled an act regulating attach. 
ments—approved March 10th, 1848. Read first time. 

Also a bill for the relief of the heirs, assignees and vendees, 
of William F Allison, deceased. Read first time. 

Also a bill for the relief of the heirs at law, and assignees of 
Thomas Williams, deceased. Read first time. 

Mr Lawhon introduced a bill authorising Benjamin Oamp- 
bell to change his name to Benjamin McDaniel. Read first 
time. 

Mr Pollock introduced a bill accepting of, and assenting to, 
the provisions an act of the Congress of the United States—ap- 
proved February 28th, 1855, entitled An Act to provide for 


the payment of such creditors of the late Republie of Texas, as 


are comprehended in the act of Congress of September 9th, 
1850. Read first time. - 7 

Mr Kittrell offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That no member of this House shall be allowed to 
introduce more than one bill ata time. Adopted. 

Mr Merrick offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Clerk be authorized and required to fur- 
nish fifty copies of the latest edition of the map oi Texas, for 
the use and benefit of the members of the House of Represen— 
tatives. 

Mr Darden, of Gonzales, proposed to amend the resolution 
by striking out fifty, and inserting, one map for the chairman of 
each standing committee, and one large map for the House.— 
Adopted. 

Resolution as amended adopted. 

Mr Cleveland, of Bexar, introduced a bill for the relief of 
William B Jaques. Read first time. _. 
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Mr Crosby introduced a joint resolution requesting our Sen= 
ators, and instructing our Representatives in Congress, to use 
their efforts to procure the passage of a law of Congress, repeal- 
ing an act of Congress conferring civil aid criminal jurisdiction 
arising under the laws of the United States, upon the presiding 
Judge of the third Judicial District, in and for the territory of 
New Mexico, over all that portion of the State of Texas West 
of the Pecos rives; and establishing a separate District of the 
United States, for said portion of country West of the Pecos 
river; or providing for the holding of regular terms of said 
court at some point in said sectlon of this State. Read first 
time. 

Mr Taylor introduced a bill to suppress the evil practice of 
carrying concealed weapons. Read first time. 

Mr Locke introduced a bill for the relief of James M Monroe. 
Read first time. 

Mr Smith, of Harris, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the office of State Geologist, and also a bu- 
reau of agriculture be established for the State of Texas. 

On motion of Mr Locke, the resolution was laid on the table 
one day, for consideration. 

Mr Ochiltree introduced a bill to provide for the payment of 
the six ranging companies mustered into the service of the 
State of ‘Texas on the first day of November, A. Ð. 1854,— 
Read first time. 


Mr Sayles introduced a bill to establish a court for the investi- 
gation of claims against the State of Texas. Read first time. 

Mr Adrian introduced a bill to provide for the payment of 
witnesses, clerks and sheriffs in criminal cases. Read first 
time. i | 

Mr Darden of Gonzales introduced a bill to amend the 38d, 
4th and 13th sections, and to repeal the 14th section of an act 
entitled An Act to provide for the construction of the Missis- 
sippi and Pacific Rail road—approved December 21st, 1853. 

Read first time. 

Mr Pollock offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Senate be requested to meet the Honse 
in joint session in the Representative Hail at 11 1-2 o’clock, A. 
M., on Thursday the 16th inst., for the purpose of electing a 
United States Senator for this State, fur the term of six years, 
commencing on the fourth of March, 1857. 

Mr Smith of Harrison moved to lay the resolution on the 
table till the 25th of November next. Lost. 


Oz 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 

Mr King introduced a bill for the protection of the Western 
frontier. Read first time- 

Mr Rushing offered the following resolution: 

FtesoWwed, That the Speaker of the House of Repere 
appoint at as early time as practicable, a committee of one from 
each Judicial District of the Ssate, to take under consideration 
the propriety of remodeling and re-arranging the Judicial Dis- - 
tricts of the State, and report by bill or otherwise. Adopted. 

Mr Ardrey introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of ~ 
Vaulton Childers. Read first time. 

Mr Parsons introduced a bill to amend an act entitled an 
act fo provide for the payment of grand and petit jurors— 
passed February 1850. Read first time. 

Mr Poag introduced a bill for the relief of John C Olark. — 
Read first time. 

Mr Truehart introduced a bill for the relief of C W Patter- 
son. Read frst time. 

Mr Neblett introduced a bill for the relief of David K 
Jones. Read first time. 

Mr Ardrey introduced a bill for the relief of Ameziah E Ba- 
ker. Read first time. 

Qn motion of Mr Smith, of Harris, the vote laying on the 
table for one day’s consideration, resolution to create the office 
of State Geologist and bureau of Agriculture—was reconsid— 
ered. 

By leave of the House, Mr Smith, of Harris, -withdrew the 
same, and offered the following: 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of creating the office of State Geologist, 
and also for establishing a bureau of agriculture, with instrue— 
tions to report, by bil] or otherwise. Adopted. 

Mr Kittrell offered the following resolution. 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this House that we have the - 
services of a chaplain during this session, and that the Speaker 
of this House be hereby authorized and instructed to reqest the 
ministers of the different denominations of the city of Austin, 
to officiate as chaplains until the chaplain elect shall enter on 
his duties; and in event of their consenting to do so, that each 
one shali officiate one weekat a time, the matter of precedence 
to be regulated among themselves. l 

Mr Merrick moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

The yeas and nays were called for and stood thus: 

Yuas—Messrs Speaker, Arnold, Bell, Busby, Charlton, Cleve- 
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Jand of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, Crosby, Darlymple, Dancy, 
‘Darden of Gonzales, Dougherty, Ellison, Guy, Hale, Hooker, 
Junker, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of Henderson, MéClanahan, 
McCowan, McMillan, Melton, Merrick, Neblett, Norton, Parker, 
of Andrson, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, 
Shaw, Smith of Newton, Sullivan, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmor- 
ton, Trigg, Waelder, West, White, Witt and Wood—45, ý 

Nars—Messrs Adrian. Brown, Burress, Crabbe, Darden of 
C., Dennis, Devéreux, Ector, Gay, Green, Hines, King, Kit- 
‘trell, Locke, Martin of Lavaca, Middleton, Ochiltree, Owings, 
Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Richardson, Sher- 
wood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Tarlton, 
Tompkins, Trnoebart, Williams and Worsham—32, ~~ 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr Ochiltree offered the following resolution : 

-Resolved, That the clock face over the Speakers chair of 
this House, beso altered that the usual figures. be substituted 
for the letters now upon the same. Lost. 

Mr Tarver introduced a bill making an appropriation for the 
payment of the Third Class Debt. Read first time. 

Mr-EKctor introduced a bill to create the Fifteenth Judicial 
Distriet, and to define the limiis, and appoint the time of hold- 
ing the courts therein, and to define the limits and appoint the 
time of holding the courts in the Sixth Judicial District. Read 
first time. i a mS 

Mr Parker, of, Anderson, introduced a bill relinquising to 
the counties of the State, taxes. for the years 1856 and 1857.— 
Read first time. 5. 

Mr Locke introduced a bill for the relief of Lewis Y Smith. 
Read first time. er ; l 

Mr Parsons introduced a bill more particularly. declaring the 
powers of Deputy clerks. Read first time. 

.- Om motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock P M. 


S , 3 O’Cxocx, P. M. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 


present. 


- The Speaker annonnced the following committees : 

. Select committee on amendments to the constitution—Messrs. 
Sherwood, Sullivan, Gaines, Ochiltree, Taylor, Sayles, Latham, 
Kittrell, Dancy, Parker of Tarrant, Smith of Harrison, Green, 
Cleveland of Bexar, Darden of Gonzales, and Stedman. 

Select committee on petition of C. B. and Elizabeth A. Stew- 
ar—Messrs. Worsham, Tarver, Stedman, Tompkins, and Hines. 
x 
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Standing committee on roads, bridges, and ferries—Messrs. 
‘Gaines, Worsham, Richardson, Lawh^n, Trigg, Dougherty, 
Francis, Tarlton, Bonner and Middleton. l 

The following communications trom his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, were then taken up and read : 

To the Hon. 7 
The Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The enclosed memorial of a portion of the creditors of the 
late Republic of Texas was sent to me with the request that I 
‘should lay it before the House of Representatives, which I take 
pleasure in doing through you. 

Referred to the committee on public debt. 

‘Gentlemen of the Senate 
and House of Representatives: 

[ have the honor to transmit herewith, the biennial reports 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office and Secretary 
of State, of the transactions of their respective offices for the 
past two years. . 

These reports contain many valuable suggestions and recom- 
mendations, which are commended to your consideration. Re- 
ferred to committee on public printing. (See Appendix.) 


Executive OFFICE. 
Austins Nov. 9th, 1855, } 
Genilemen of the Senate 
- and House of Representatives: 

In the month of July last, a reprieve was granted to one 
Albricht Gherke ,then in confinement in the jail of Harris conn- 
ty, under sentence of death, to be executed on the 2Uth of that 
month. i 

This reprieve was ‘granted upon the representation of res- 

ectable citizens of Harris county, that the prisoner was insane, 
and not a proper object for capital punishment. . 

At my.request Dr. Ashbel Smith, a member of the present 
House of Representatives assisted by Doetors H. H. Cone, and 
Edmud Tucker of Harris county, made frequent and protracted 
visits to the prisoner during the past summer, for the purpose 
of ascertaining the true condition of his mental faculties, . 

hese geaticnen reported that they considered the prisoner 
nS o t= ad wa a halto the vanoas faculties of the 
Duman wilod,) @xteasivery uve cu wud nosound in mind, 

Under these circumstances I thought the prisoner ought not 
to be executed, still I feel unwilling to pardon him and turn him 


loose Upon society, as he had no means or friends to, take care 
‘of him, i i 
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I therefore granted him a nier reprieve, until the 7th of 
December next; and now submit his case-to your consideration, 
with. the recommendation that a law be passed commuting his 
punishment to imprisonment in the State Penitentiary. 

I should have had no hesitation in doing this myself, if I be- 
lieved the authority was vested in me by existing laws, 

I enclose herewith the petition in behalf of the prisoner, and: 
the report of the Physicians who examined him. 


Communication and accompanying papers referred to the com- 
mittee onthe Judiciary. 


Mr Randolph offered the following resolution. 


Resolved, That the reports of the Secretary of State and Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office be referred to the commit- 
tee on public printing, with instructions to have 200 copies of 
each printed, for the use of the House. 

Mr Ector moved to amend “by striking out 200 and insert- 
Resolution adopted. 

Mr Latham offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on printing be authorize to éon- 
tract for printing 500 copies each of the reports of the commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office and Secretary of State, in the- 
Spanish and German languages—lost. 

Mr Tarver introduced a bill to incorporate the Texas Iron, 
Steel and Copper manufacturing, mining and trading Company 
—read first time. 

Mr West introduced a bill for the relief of Rebecca Washing-" 
ton—read first time. 

Mr ‘Tarver introduced a bill for the relief of Sarah A. Cook— 
read first time, 

Mr MeMillin introduced a bill to restore land sold for taxes, 
and purchased by the State, to the former owners thereof upon 
certain conditions—read first time, 

Mr McClanahan introduced a bill to authorize the Clerk of 
the County Court of Anderson to transcribe oe records — 
read first time. - 

` Also a bill to incorporate Armberter Lodge No. 42, I. O. O. 
F.—read first time. ` 

Mr Gay introduced a bill supplementary to An Act entitled | 
An Act to incorporate the town of Lagrange—read first time. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That so much of the Govern Ps Message as reférs 
to a Lunatic Asylum be referred to the committee on . education 
—adopted. 
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Mr Waelder introduced a bill for the relief of George Deitz— 
read first time. — 

Mr Dancy-offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be ne 
to inquire into the expediencv of abolishing the present land 
system of Texas, and of estalbishing in its stead a system of sur- 
veys by ranges, townships, sections, and quarter sections, nnder 
a Surveyor General; and that they report the’ result of such in- 
vestigation to the House, by bill or otherwise —adopted. 

Mr Gaines offered the following resolution : 

Resolucd, That the committee or roads, ferries and bridges be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of repealing the “Road 
Laws, and of authorizing the County Conrts to Jevy a tax for 
road purposes, and that they report by bill or otherwise—adopted. 

Mr Poag introduced a bill for the relief of Sameul T. Burns 
—read first time 

Mr McClanahan introduced a bill to be entitled An Act sup- 
pletuental to An Act concerning divorce and alimony, approved 
6th Jannary 1841—read first time. 

Mr Reeves introduced a bill to set apart one fifth of the State 
-tax for educational purposes. Read first time. 

Mr. Crosby introduced a bill donating one league of land to 
Ramon Ortiz. Read first time. - 

Mr West introduced a bill for the reliefof Owen Shaw— 
read first time. 

Mr Darden of G. introduced a Lill to provide for surveying 
the rivers of Texas. Read first time. 


On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow at 10. 


o'clock A. M. 


Austin, November 13th, 1855. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll caled—quorum 
present. i 
Journal of yesterday read and adopted, - 


PETITIONS. - 


Mr West presented the petition of sund ry Citizens of Gillespie 
and Bexar counties, asking for the creation of a new county ; re- 
ferred to the committee on county Boundaries. 

Mr Kittrell presented the petition (f sundry citizens of Leon 
and Madison counties, relative to the passage of a law regulating 
the marking and branding of stock; referred to the committee 
on. the J udiciary. 

Mr Latham presented the petition of Henry K! lahn for indem- 
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nification for Indian depredations ; referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

Mr Daliymple presented the petition of Abner B. Spier, for 
relief; referred to the committee on private land claims. 

Mr Worsham presented the petition of Johu M. Wade, for re- 
lief; referred to the committee on private land claims. 

Mr Dougherty presented the petition of William A. Portman, 
in behalf of the heirs of Clayton Portman deceased ; referred to 
the committee on private land claims. 

Mr West presented the petilion of sundry citizens of Bexar 
county, asking for the creation of a new county; referred to the 
committee on county boundaries. 

Also, the petition of Thos. D. Cayce, for relief; referred to the 
committee on public debt. 

Mr. Dalrymple presented the petition of David F. Owens, for 
relief; referred to the committee on private land claims. 

‘Mr Arnold presented the petition of C. F'rischmeyer, for re- 
lief ; referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr Owings presented the petition of sundry citizens of Bexar, 
Gonzales and Gaudalupe counties, asking for the creation of a 
new county; referred to the cammitice on county boundaries. 

Mr Truehart presented the petition of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Carlos Espalier for relief; referred to the com- 
mittee on private land claims. - 

Mr Dougherty presented the petition of the stockholders of the 
Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Rail Road Company, asking for 
an amendment of the Charter of said Road; referred to the com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements, 

Mr Smith of Harris, presented the petition of A. G. Wavell, 
for relief; referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS, 


Mr Tarver introduced a joint resolution, 
That in the opinion of this Legislature, no act of Incorpora- 
tion should- be created for business profit without a provision, 


+ 


| making the Stockholders thereof jointly and individually liable 


$ for the debts of the Company to as full an extent as co-partners 
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a associated in business without a charter; that as it respects the 


charters to individuals or companies already granted, no addi- 


| tional privilege, extension of time, amendment, modification, or 
£ relief, should be extended to ‘them, without attaching to such 


corporations and stockholders, the condition of joint and individ-. 


A ual liability, and that some constitutional amendment should -be , 
E adopted interdicting all power in the Legislature to grant corpo- 
Í rate privileges or franchises connected with the purposes of busi- 
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ness profit, without attaching to the corporators and their asso- 
ciates in business, the condition as above suggested ; read first 
time. s 


Mr Trigg'introdaced a bill concerning slaves; read first time. - 


Mr Locke offerred the following resolution : 
Resolved, That so much of the Governor’s Message as refers 


to the Deaf, Dumb, and Blind Schools, as well as Seminaries, - 


be referred to the committee on Education ; adopted. 

Mr Moore introduced a bill providing for the settlement of 
decedent’s estates ; read first time. 

Mr Gaines introduced a joint resolution, to amend the 30th, 
31st, 32d and 33d sections of the Genera] Provisions of the Con- 
stitution ; read first time. i 

Mr Ardrey introduced the following resolution : 

Be it Resolved, That a special commmittee of seven members 
of the House be appointed, and that the said comimttee be in- 
structed to enquire of the late frands that have been eommitted 
upon the Adjutant General’s Office, by the procurement of Cer- 
tificates of Bounty Warrant, npon false and forged evidenee, and 
also of the frauds that have been committed upon the General. 
Land Office by false and forged Head-right certificates. And 
also, to inquire into the circumstances of the destrnetion of the 
Archives of the Adjutant General’s Office by conflagration, and 
that the said committee have power to seud for persons and papers 
to enable them to make proper iuvestigation thereof under this 
resolution, and that the said committee shall report by bill or 
otherwise; adopted. _ 

Mr Wood offerred the following resolution : 

- Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs be instructed 
to inquire inte the expediency of branching the General Land 
Office, establishing at least two additional branches, one in the 
Eastern Division of the State, and one in the Western Division, 
and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Locke offered the following amendment: “strike out the 
committee on State Affairs, and insert Judiciary”—tost. 

The question recurred upon the adoption of the resolution, 
was put, and lost. 

Mr Sherwood offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a select commttee of five be appointed to ob- 
tain from members and others, what information they can, as to 
the Agricultural and Mineral resources of each county of the 
State, and also as to the extent of water power for Manufacturing 


purposes in each county, as well as the relative proportion of 


wood or timber, ənd prairle lands, and such other information a8 
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may be of common and general interest to the citizens of the 
State, and to report the same to this Honse—lost. 

Mr Moore introduced a bill to amend the 45th section of an 
act supplementary to an Act, concerning crimes and punish- 
ments, approved March 20th 1848—read Ist time. 

r. Dancy introduced the following joint resolution: 

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas,— 
That the 27th section of Article 3, be stricken from the con- 
stitution of the State of Texas—read 1st time. . 

Mr, Ochiltree offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee upon State Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of abolishing the Office 
of Adjutant General of the State of Texas, and that they report 
upon thesame by bill or otherwise—adopted.. 3 

Mr. Ellison introduced a bill to compensate assessors and col- 
lectors for taking the scholastic population in their respective 
counties—read first time. So 

Mr. Parker of T. introduced a bill for the relief of Egbert 
Grant—read first time. 

Mr. Witt introduced a bill for the relief of the heir and legal | 
representatives of Joshua E. Heath deceased —read first time. 

Mre. Adrian introduced a bill for-the relief of the heirs‘of David 
Crockett deceased—read first time. o 

Mr West offered the following resolution : 

ftesobved, That the committee on public buildings be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of erecting new buildings for 
the use ot the State Department and General Land Office— 


adopted. 


Mr Brown introduced a bill to fix the salary of the Governor 
—read first time. | oy | 

Mr Throckmorton introduced a bill for the relief of pre-emji: 
tion claimants—read first time. © l Br 

Mr Brown introduced a bill to create a “ Board of State Land 
Commissioners and to define their powers and duties ”—read 
first time. l -i l 

Mr Sallivan introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Andy Cox deceased:—read first time. 

Mr Moore introduced a bill for the relief of John A Robbs— 
read first time. l 

Mr Dalrymple introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Mathias Wilbarger deceased —read first time. 

Mr. Askew introduced a bill granting pre-emption of 320 acres 


theréto—read first tite. 
Mr Tarlton introduced a bill to incorporate John M Gibson 


m of land to actual settlers, and regulating the procuring of titles 
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Lodge No. 13, of f Independent Order of Odd Fellows—read first 
time, 

Mr derana. of Bexar, introduced a bill relative to the qua- 
lication of Judges and Jurors—read fir: t time. 

Mr Ardrey introduced a bill to be entitled An Act amendatory: 

An Act, entitled An Act to organize County Courts, approved 
March 16, 1848 —read first time. 

Mr Hale introduced a bill for the relief of William C Sypert, 
—read first time. 

Mr Junker introduced a bill for the relief of James Drake— 
read first time. 

Mr Waelder introduced a bill supplementary to an Act entit]- 
ed An. Act to-p»rfect land titles in Castro’s Colony, approved 
January 22, 1850—read first time. 

Mr Richardson moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock P mM—lost: 

Oo motion of Mr Chariton, the business on the Speaker’s table, 
and orders of the day were taken up: 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A resolution that the House meet daily at 9 a m, and continue 
in session until 3 P m, was taken np. 
Mı Tarver moved to amend by striking out 9 and inserting, 10 
—adopted. 
On motion of Mr Tarver, a call of the House was ordered. 
On motion of Mr Pettns, Mr Guy was excused from aiton- 
dance on the House on account of indisposition, 
On motion of Mr Rushing, Mr C'eveland of Liberty was ex- 
cused from attendauce on the Honse on account of indisposition. 
On motion of Mr Tarver the call of the House was suspended. 
Mr Darden of Gonzalez proposed to amend the resolution as 
amended, # by striking out 10 o’clock a m, and inserting 9 1-2 
A M, and ‘striking out 3 P m, and inserting half past 2 P M. 1? 
Mr-Throckmorton proposed to amend the amendment as fol- 
lows: “unless the business on the Speaker’s table be soouer dis- 
posed of ”_accepted and the amendment as amended adopted. 
Or motion of Mr Neblett. the resolation as amended was laid 
on the table. 
A bill for the relief of A W O Hicks, Judge of the 5th Judi- 
cial District—read second time and referred to the committee on 
the oo 
A bill requiring land claims to be located anq surveyed in a 
certain time— read second time, and referred to. the committee on 
public lands. 
A bill authorizing the Judge of the 3d Judicial District to hold 
a term of said Court in Coryell county, on the 14th. Monday after 


41 


the first Monday in September 1855—read 2d time and referred 
to the committee on the judiciary. l 

A bill for the relief of B R Wallace—read 2d time and referred 
to the committee on private land claims. i 

A bill to amend the 14th section of an Act entitled An Act to 
provide for the construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Rail 
Road, approved day of December, 1853—read 2d time and. 
referred to the committee on internal improvements, 

On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock P m. 


3 O'CLOCK P M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. ee 

On motion of Mr Smith of Harrison, Mr Pettus was excused 
from attendance on the House cn account of indisposition. 
| Mr Tarlton excused himself under the rule, from serving on 
| the committee on roads, bridges and ferries, being a member of 
| three other committees. 
| Mr Burress was appointed in his place. 
By leave of the House, Mr Sayles offered the following resolu- 
| ton: ; i 
| Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be authorized and required to 
| have the windows and gailery of this Honse hung with tapestry 
| in such a way as to improve the sound, and also rearrange the 
a desks, so that they may be placed in more convenient positions, if 
| practicable—adopted. 
_ By leave of the House, Mr Throckmorton offered the following 
| resolution.: oF G 
1 Resolved, (The Senate concurring), That the committees rais 
f ed'in both Houses for the purpose of inquiring into the expediency 
of re organizing the Judicial Districts of the State be required to 
fact as a joint committee—adopted, 


ORDERS OF THE DAY RESUMED. 


| A bill for the relief of Peter Gallagher and the legal represen- 

B tatives of Archibald Fitzgerald, taken up—read second time and 

Í referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

$ Abill to be entitled “An Act authorizing James F Trotte and 

| Naney R Trotte, bis wile, to adopt Josephine Head and to change 

fher name to that of Josephine Trotte,’"—read second time and 

f referred to the committee on the jndiciary, a 
| A bill to incorporate the town of Cameron, in the county of 
§ Milam—read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

E A bill to repeal the 12th section of an Act entitled An Act to 

Bprovide for the caustruciion of the Mississippi and Pacific Rail 

g Road—read 2d time and referred to the committee on internal 

Eimprovements. F 


~ 
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-À bill to incorporate the town of Linden in Cass county—read 
second time and referred to the committee on State affairs. 

A joint resolution, instructing our Senatozs and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to vote against the repeal or amend- 
ment of an Act passed at the regular session of the 33d Congress, 
A D 1854, establishing a government for the ‘Territories of Kan- 
sas and Nebraska; also the repeal or modification of any one of 
a series of Acts passed at the regular session of the 31st Congress, 
A D 1850, known as the “Compromise measures,” was then 
taken up, and on motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the cominit- 


tee on federal relations. 


On motion of Mr Davis, the vote referring said joint resolu- 


tion to the committee on federal relations was reconsidered. 

The question recurring on the reference of the joint resolution 
tothe committee on federal relations, the House refused to refer it. 

Mr Davis moved its engrossment. . 

Mr Brown proposed to amend by striking out so much as re- 
lates to the Compromise measures of 1850, and insert instead 
thereof “the Act of Congress of 1850, commonly known as the 
Fugitive Slave Law.” 

On motion of Mr Green, amendment laid on the table. 

Mr Locke moved that the resolution be referred to a select 
committee of five, and that said committee be required to aet upon 
the same to-night and report to-morrow morning to this House 

On motion of Mr Stedman, laid on the table. 

Mr Ector moved to reconsider the vote refusing to refer the 
joint.resolution to the committee on federal relations. 

‘On mation the House adjourned until to-morrow 10 o’clock am. 

Pending: the motion to reconsider the vote refusing to refer 
the resolution to the committee on federal relations. - . 


Hovss or REPRESENTATIVES. 
Austin, WEepNEspDAY, Nov. 14, 1855. 

House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Roll called—quorum present. 


Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Harrison was excused on ac- 


count of sickness. 
On motion of Mr. Sherwood, Mr. Worsham was excused on 


account of sickness. 
PETITIONS. 
Mr. West presented the petition of David Thomas for relief. 
Referred. to the committee on private land claims. 
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Mr. Witt presented the petition of John Little for relief. Re- 
ferred to the committee on public lands. l 

Mr. Middleton presented the petition of James W. Taylor for- 
relief. Referred to the committee on private land claims. 

Mr. Darden of G. presented the petition of Richard T. Bar- 
nett for relief, Referred to the committee on private land claims: 

Mr. Wood presented the petition of sundry citizens of. Linden, 
Cass county, asking for the incorporation of the Linden Female 
Academy. Referred to the committee on education. 

Mr. Kittrell presented. the petition of William P. McWhorter 

for relief. Referred to the committee on private land claims. 

Mr. Ardrey presented the petition of Henry Linny for relief. 
Referred to the committee on private land claims. 

Mr. McMillan presented the petition of William Hambrick 
for relief. Referred to the committee on private land claims. 

Mr. Ardrey presented the petition of Robert Me Williams for 
relief. Referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. McCowan presented the petition of John A. Vernoa for 
relief. Referred to the committee on claims and accounts. i 

Mr. Cleveland of L. presented the petition of Kindallts Bryan 
for relief. Referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Reports of standing committees. 

Mr. Shaw, chairman of the committee on private land claims 
made the following reports : 

To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, Æc., 

The committee on private land claims, to whom was referred 
the petitions of R. A. Powdrell, Samuel H. King, and C. W. 
Goolsby, have had the same under consideration, and are of opi- 
nion from the proof adduced in support of said claims that the 
petitioners are clearly entitled to the relief asked for in said peti- 
tions. The committee, therefore, ‘instruct mè to report the ac- 
companytng bills, and recommend their passage. 

Report received and bills read first time. 


To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, œc. 

The committee on private land claims to whom was referred 
the petition of Henry Patrick and Josiah D. Turner, have duly 
considered the same and the committee do not think the proo 
sufficient to warrant them in recommending the same. They, 
therefore, instruct me to report the same back to the House, and 
ask their rejection. ; ee 

Report received to come up in its regular order. 

Mr. Tarver, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, made 
the following reports: 


ae ee 


44 
`- To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Seitan Èe., 


The committee on the judiciary, to whom was reterred the 
petition of Julius Valentine Cook, have considered the same, and 
have instructed me to report the accompan ving bill for his relief 
and recommend its passage, all of which 1s most respectfully sub- 
mitted. Report received and bill read first time. 


To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, &e., 


The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred. the pe- 
tition of sundry citizens of Harrison county, praying for a new 
Judicial District, have considered the same,and instructed me to 
report it back to the House with the recommendation that it bes 
referred to the select committee heretofore raised to consider the 
reorganization of the Judicial Districts of the State, all of which 
is most respectfully submitted. 

Report received to come up in its regular order. 


Reports of select committees. 


Mr. Throckmorton, chairman of a select committee made the 


following report: , ~“ 


. Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, dc., 

The select committee to whoin was referred. the petition of 
Collin McKinny have had the same under consideration, and in 
view of the facts set forth in the prayer of the petitioner, beg 
leave to report the accompanying bill, and respectfully ask its 
passage. Report received and bill read first time. 

Bills and Resolutions. 2 

Myr. Dancy introduced a joint resolution to strike from the 
Constitution of the State of Texas 3d Section of oe 6. Read 
first time. 

Mr. Wealder offered the following resolntion : 

- Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of increasing the salaries of the 
judges of the Supreme Court and of the District Courts of this 
State, and that they report to the House by bill or otherwise. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Kittrell introduced a bill for the RE of William W. 
Byers, Read first time. 

Mr. Lawhon introduced a bill amendatory of an Act entitled 
an Act regulating attachments, apprsved March 11, 1848. Read 


j 


first a 
Pollock introduced a bill for the Jelief of the heirs of 
Robert Callier. Read first time. 
Mr. Bee introduced a bill authorizing a certain credit to bé 
entered on the books of the comptroller. Read first time. ~- 


j— 
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Mr. Dennis introduced a bill for the relief of ‘Gideon G, 
Williams. Read first time. 
‘By teave of the House, Mr. Tompkins, one of the committee 
on the judiciary made the following report : 
' To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, de. 


_ The special message of his Excelleney the Governor, in rela 
tion to the case of Albricht Gherke, a prisoner under sentence of 
death in the jail of Harris county, ‘and recommending a law for 
the commutation of his sentence based upon evidence accom- 
panying the message, have been duly considered by the commit- 
tee on the judiciary, to whom the same was referred, and the ac- 
companying bill reported, and its adoption recommended. 

Report received and bill read first time. 

Mr. Stedman introduced a bill to amend an Act, entitled An 
Act to regulate proceedings in the District Courts, approved 
May 13th, 1841. Read first time. 

Mr. Rushing introduced a bill to change the name of Susan 
P. Cannon to that of Susan P. Cook—read first time. 

Mr. Crabb introduced a bill to incorporate Walker, Lodge No. 
19, I. O. O. F.—read first time. 

Mr. Tarlton introdnced a bill supplemental to an act to incor- 
porate the Marshall Rail Road Company, and to amend the sec- 
ond section of the same ; read Ist time. 

Mr. Stedman introduced a biil to amend an act, entitled an 
act to organize Justices Courts and to define the powers and jur- 
risdiction of the same, “approved I March 20th 1841; read Ist 
time.. 

Mr. Middleton introduced a bill to define the time of holding 
the District Court in the thirteenth Judicial District; read Ist 
lime. 

Mr. McClannahan introduced a bill to enable the. counties 
through which the Galveston, Houston and Henderson Railroad 
may pass, or which may be contiguous to the same, to subscribe 
for stock therein ; read Lst time, 

Mr. Sherwood offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the following members be, and the same are 
hereby added to the select committee on Constitutional Amend- 
Ments, viz: 

Messrs. Devereux, Adrian, Charlton, Crabb, Ellison, Hines, 
Hooker, Lawhon, Melton, Middleton, Reeves, Shaw, Stout, 
Throckmorton and Worsham ; adopted. 

Mr. Parker of Tarrant, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
supplemental to an act, entitled an act donating to settlers on va- 
cant public domain, 160 acres of land, approved February 13th 
1854; read Ist time. 
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Mr. Smith of Harris, introduced a bill to be entitled. ant,act 
giving the assent of the State of Texas, to “an Act to provide 
for payment of such creditors of the late Republic of Texas} as 
are comprehended in the act of Congress, of September.9 1850,2 
passed at the secoud session of the “thirty-third Congress of the 
United States, and approved February 2d, 1855 ; read Ist time. 

Mr. Stedman introduced a bill to amend an act, entitled, an Act 

defining the office and duties of Sheriff, apptoved May 12th, 
1846; read Ist time. 

Mr. Locke introduced a bill for the relief of those who live 
within the limits of Mississippi and Pacific Rail Road Reserve,;. 
read Ist time. 

Mr. Waelder introduced a bill to be entitled an act supplement. 
ary to an act entitled “an Act to restore lands sold for taxes, pur- 
chased by the State, fo the former owners,” approved January 


28th, 1852; read ist time. 


Mr. Dennis introduced a bill to confirm titles to land in the 
Colonies of Austin aud De Witt; read 1st time. i A 
Mr. Burress offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the committee on Roads, Bridges and Fẹr- 
ries, take into consideration the expediency of having a law 
passed to prohibit and fine wagoners for obstructing public roads, 
and report by bill or otherwise ; adopted. 
Mr. Smith of Harris, introduced a bill making an apyropria- 


tion for the payment of a portion of the public debt-of the late . 


Republic of Texas; read Ist time. 

Mr. Stedman introduced a bill to amend-an act, entitled an: 
Act to regulate fees of office, approved March 20th, 1848 ;-read 
Ist time. 

Mr. Parker of Anderson, introduced ‘a bill allowing -and re- 
quiring county Commissioners to be furnished with the generał 
laws of the State of Texas; read 1st time. 

- Mr. Cleveland of Liberty, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act to regulate interest; read lst time. . 

Mr. Middleton introduced a bill to change the name of Han- 
nah Jane Gainer, to Hannah Jane Wiggins ; read Ist time. . 

Mr Junker introduced a bill for the relief of Richard Rowe; 
read ist time. 

Mr. White urodi a bill for the relief of Joseph Derad ; 
read 1st time. 

Also, a bill for the reliefof Jacob Knapp; read Ist time, 

Mr. Junker introduced a bill to provide for the improvement 
of a eertain road, leading through the Neches River swamp į 
read ist time. 

My. Parker of Anderson, introduced a bill to amend an act, 


- 
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entitled an Act tó organize eounty Courts, approved March 16th 
1848 ; read Ist time. 

On ’motion of Mr. Randolph, the House proceeded to the busi: 

ness on the Speaker's table, ‘and the ordets of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Question pending when the Houee adjourned on yesterday, 
viz: Mr. Ector’s motion to reconsider the vote refusing to refer 
to the committee on Federal Relations, a joint resolution relative 
tothe Kansas and Nebraska Act. 

- Mt, Eetor withdrew his motion, 

(On motion of Mr. Smith of Harris, the oise resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole, on the joint resolution relative to 
the'KaiisaS'and Nebraska Act. Mr. Charlton ia the Chair. 

' After sometime spent therein, the committee rose, the Speaker 
sumed the Chair, and through their Chairman the committee 
reported! progress ‘and asked leaveto sit again. 

“Report adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Informing the Honse of the passage of the followite Bills, 
originating in that body :. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled, an act to 
incorporate the city of San Antonio, approved January 14th; 
1842. . 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow Clinton Thompson, a mi 
hor;-to,take possession and control of his estate, and to transact 
business as though he were of full age. 

Also, of the passage ofan amendment to a resolution of the 
Honse, requesting the Senate to meet the House in joint session, 
in the R 4 :esettutive Hall at 114 o’clock, a.m, on Thursday 
the 16th mst. for the purpose of electing a United States Senator, 
as follows: © Amend by striking out 16th, and inserting 15th.” 

On moting of Mr. Sherwood), the House again resolved itself 
into a commtttee of the whole,-on the joint resolution relative to 
the Kansas and Nebraska Act. Mr. Charlton in the Chair. 

After sometime spent therein, the committee rose, the Speaker 
resumed the chair, and. through their chairman the committee 
reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow at 3 
o'cloek, p.m. Report adopted.. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, the Senate’s amendment to the reso- 
lution of the House, relative to the election of United States Sen- 
ator, taken. up and concurred in. 

On motion, a House adjourned until 3 o’clock, P. m. 


< 3 O’CLock, P. M. 


Hóùse met. pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 


zm 
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On motion of Mr. West, Mr. Brown was added to the cor- 
mittee on county and county boundaries. . 

On motion of Mr. King, Mr. Owings was excused from at- 
tendance on the House, on account of indisposition. 

A message was received from his Excellency the Ces 
through his private Secretary. 

The Speaker then announced the biwi Select Commit- 
ttees: 

Select Committee on Judicial Districts,—Messrs. Rushing, 
Dennis, West, Tarver, Waelder, Ochiltree, Tompkins, Green, 
Randolph, Darden of Gonzales, Crosby, Latham,. Kittrell and 
McCowan. 

Select Committee on frauds committed on the Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s ‘Office.— Messrs. Ardrey, Randolph, Pollock, Aayo 
Moore, Chariton and Middleton. 

Select Committee on Geological Surveys and Buren of Ag- 
riculture.— Messrs. Smith of Harris, Dancy, Merrick, Taylor 
and Neblett. 

Senate’s bill, to amend an actto incorporate the Ji efferson 
Rail Road Company, taken up and read 1st time. 

A bill for the relief of R. A. Powdrill, read second time, and 
referred to the committee on private land claims. 

A bill to quiet Land titles; read second time and referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to investigate certain void and forfeited land titles ; 
oa second time and referred to the committee on the J ndi- 
- ciar : 

A bill to declare Van Zandt county constitutional ; read see- 
ond time and referred to the committee on county bounda- 
ries. 

The following communication from his Excellency, the Gov- 
ernor, was then “taken up and read: 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Austin, Nov. 14, 1855: - } 
Gentlemen of the Senate, 
and House of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith, for your information, a Report ion the 
Treasurer of the State, as exiofficio Superintendant of .Com- 
mon Schools, prepared by him under the provisions of the 16th 
section of “an Act to establish a system of Schools, approved 
January 31st, 1854,” and containing suggestions and recom- 
mendations in regard to the common school system. 

Also a special T report from the same officer, in regard to the 
duties performed by the assessors and cotlectors under said Act, 
with his recommendation that they be paid for their duties. 
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The first named report will be found. to. contain much vatu- 
able information in regardi to the working of the present school. 
law, and is commended to your consideration, previous to the 
adoption of any amendiment to said law. 

In regard to the last named report, I trust you will concur in’ 
the recommendations of the Treasurer, and make provision to 
pay the assessors and collectors for the duties performed by 
them under the School law. 
| On motion of Mr. Sayles, report referred to committée on 
E printing, with instructions to have 500 copies printed for the use. 


E of the House. 


A: bill to.create the county of Bedford ; read second time. 
E Mr.Lawhon moved toamend “by striking out Bedford and 
© inserting Parker;” adopted. l 
E My. Brown proposed to amend as follows: “strike out Cov- 
E ington and insert Parkersburg.” 
$ Mr. Tarver proposed to amend the amendment as follows :— 
“strike out Parkersburg, and insert Wise.” o 

| ° Mr. Darden of Gonzales, moved to lay both amendments on 
E thetable. - ap 
| Mr. Farver withdrew his amendment. ae 
f 6. [The question to lay Mr. Brown’s amendment on the table, was 
Z putand lost. 

= Mr. Throckmorton moved to amend by striking out “ Parkers- 
É burg ” and inserting “ Lovejoy;” adopted. 

£ Amendment as amended adopted. 
€ Mr. Parker offered the following amendment to: the bill as 
@ amended: 
€ After the wor ds « diali qualify the person elected to the office 
£ of Chief Justice of the county of Parker in sec. 2,” insert the 
È following: “ who when qualified by the Chief Justice of Tar- 
£ rant county ;” adopted. 
© On motion ot Mr. Brown, the bill as amended was. ordered 
& to be engrossed. 
@ A bill to require publication of ihe sale of real stints and 
im slaves, to be made in newspapers; read second ome and refer- 
m red to the committee on the Judiciary. 
= A bill to repeal certain sections of an act, entitled an act to 
: Ronge for the construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Rail 

| Koad; read second time and referred to the committee on 
E Internal Improvements. 
= 4 bill toamend an act regulating elections, approved March. 
$ 16th, 1848; read second time and referred to the committee on, 
rivileges and Elections. 

G 
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‘A bill concerning oaths and affidavits; read second time and: # 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. -g 
A bill for the relief of Rebecca Washington; read second $ 
time and referred to the committee on private land claims. $ 
A bill to incorporate the Texas Iron, Steel and Copper manu- 
facturing, mining and trading Company; read second time and $ 

referred to the commitlee on Internal Improvements. a 
A bill to amend an act entitled an act regulating attachments, @ 
approved bith March, 1848; read second time and referred to % 
the committee on the Judiciary. z 
A bill for the relief of the heirs, assignees, and vendees of @ 
William F. Allison deceased; read second time and referred to @ 
Ahe committee on private land claims. l 4 
A bill for the relief of Sarah a Cuoke; read second timeand $ 
referred to the committee on private land elaims. E. 
A bill to restore iand sold for taxes, and purchased by the 
State, to the former owners thereof upon certain conditions; J 
read second time and referred to the committee on public ands. $ 
A bill to authorize the clerk of the county Court of Anderson & 
county to transcribe certain records; read second time and re-@ 
ferred to the Judiciary committee. i 2 
A bill to incorporate Annberter Lodge, No. 42,1.0.0. F;§ 
read second time ang referred to the Judiciary committee. 1 
A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, toincor $ 
porate the town of Lagrange; read second time and ordered tof 


be engrossed. : 
By leave of the House, Mr. Sayles offered the following reso: f 


” 


p 


lution : 
Resolved, That hereafter the House hold but one session§ 


each day. - 
Mr. Parsons moved to lay the resolution on the table ; lost. 

' Mr. Dennis proposed to amend as follows: amend by adding 
“and that we meet at half past nine, and adjourn at half pasti 
two.” | 
On motion of Mr. Sayles, amendment laid on the table. 
Question being upon the adoption of the resolution, the yeas! 
and nays being called for stood as follows : i 
Yras.—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, Charlton, 
Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, Crosby, Daney, Dart 
den of Colorado, Darden of Gonzales, Davis, Dennis, Dougher 
tý, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Guy, Hines, Junker, 
Latham, Lawhon, McCowan, Merrick, Moore, Ochiltree, Poag, 
Richardson, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of 


t 
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| . 
Newton, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarver, Throckmorton, Tompkins, 
'Tyuehart, Waelder, West, Williams and Witt—45. l 
| - Nayes.—Messrs. Adrian, Bonner, Busby, Crabb, Dalrymple, 
Devereux, Green, Hale, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin 
of Henderson, Martin of Lavaca, McMillan, Melton, Middle 
ton. Neblitt, Parker of Anderson, Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, 
i Randolph, Reeves, Rushing, Smith of Harrison, Stout, Tarlton, 
Taylor, Trigg, White and Wood—8l. i : . 

So the resolútion was adopted. o . 

Mr. Davis asked leave to be excused from voting; refused. 
| On motion, the House adjourned until tommorrow at 10 
to’elock, A. M. 


| 
l 
| 
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Austin, Thursday, November 15th, 1855, ` 
| House met pursuant to adjournment—rolled called—quorum 
| present. l Soo 
| Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
| On motion of Mr Sayles the rule defining the order of busi- 
mess was suspended, and orders of the day taken up. 
f A bill from the Senate, to allow Clinton Thompson, a minor, 
rio take possession and control of his estate, and to transact busi- 
mess as though he were of full age; read first time. 

A bill from the Senate to amend an act, entitled An Act to in- 
corporate the city of San Antonio, approved January 14th, 
11842 ; read first time. On motion, rule suspended and bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. On motion, rule fur- 
taer suspended, bill read third time and passed. ` 

| A bill to be entitled, An Act for the relief of George Dietz; 
read second time and referred to the committee on Private Lend 
Olaims. 

$ 6A bill for the relief of Sarhuel T. Burns; read second time and 
sreferred to the committee on Private Land Claims, 

f A bill supplemental to an act concerning Divorces and Ali- 
Bmony; read second time and referred to the committee on the 
udiciary. 

| A bill to set apart one-fifth of the State tax for educational pur- 
$p oses ; read second time and referred to the committee on Edu- 
mealton, i C 

$ å bill donating one league of land to Ramon Ortiz; read 
accond time and referred to the committee on Public Lands, 

m A bill for the relief of Uwen,Shaw; read second time and re- 
Ferred to the commiitee on Private Land Claims. _ 

= A bill to provide for surveying the rivers of Texas; read 
7°cond time. 
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‘Mr. Smith of Harris proposed to amend ‘by inserting San Ja- 3 
cinto river; adopted. - S 
Mr. Uchiltree proposed to amend by inserting Angelina river, $ 
Soda Lake and Sulphur Fork of Red river adopted. E 
. Bill as amended referred to the committee on Internal In- f 
provemen ts. z 
A bill for the reliefof the heirs at law and assignees of Thos, @ 
Williams, dec’d.; read second time aud referred to the commit a 
tee on Private Land Claims. f 
A bill authonzing Benjamin -Campbell to change his name to d 
that of Benjamin McDaniel; read second time and referred toi 
the eommittee on the J udiciary. 5 
A bill aceepting of and assenting to ‘the provisions of an act@ 
of the Congress of the United States, approved February 28, 
1855, entitled, An Aet to provide for the payment of such credi. : 
tors of the late Republic of Texas as are comprehended in theg 
act of Congress of September 9, 1850; read second time and reg 
ferred to the committee on Public Debt. i 
By leave of the House Mr, West offered the following resolug 
tion : 4 
Resolved, That the Speaker appoint an additional standing! 
committee on Private Land Claims, and that the committee ong 
Land Claims already appointed be called committee on Privat 
Land Claims No. 1, and the committee contemplated by this reg 
solution be called comunittee on Private Land Claims No. 2] 
adopted, Oog 
A bill for the relief of William B. Jaques; read second timg 
and referred to the comunittee on claims and accounts. J 
A joint resolution relative to an act of Congress, conferring 
jurisdiction. in matters civil add criminal, arising under the lawg 
of the United States, upon the presiding Judge of the third Judi 
eial District in and for the territory of New Mexico, over all 
that portion of the State of Texas west of the Pecos-river; rea 
second time and referred to the committee on the J udiciary. | 
A bill to'suppress the evil practice of carrying secretly deadit 
weapons; read second time and referred to the committee on th 
J udiciary, | 
A bill for the relief of James M. Monroe; read second tim 
and referred to the committee on Public Debt. 
A bill to provide for the payment of the six Ranging Cor 
panies mustered into service of the State of Texas on the Ist da 
of November, A. D., 1854; read second time and referred tol 
select committee. 
On motion of Mr. Crosby, Mr. Norton was excused frol 
attendance on the House en account of indisposition. 
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By leave of the House Mr, Charlton offered the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the 11th standing rule of the House of Re- 
presentatives, defining and regulating the order of business, be 
so amended as to give the House bills on their second reading 
preference over Senate bills on their first reading in the House ; 
laid on the table one day for consideration. F 

A bill to-provide for the payment of witnesses, clerks and 
sheriffs in criminal cases; read second time and referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. - 

A bill to amend the 3rd, 4th and 13th sections, and to repeal 
the 14th section of an act entitled, An Act to provide for the 
construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad, approved 

December 21st, 1853; read second time and referred to the com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements. ; 

A bill to be entitled, An Act for the protection of the West- 
ern frontier; read second time and referred to the committee 
on Military affairs. ~ 
| A bill for the relief of the heirs of Vaulton Childers; read 
| second time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary.. 
| -A bill to amend an act, entitled, An Act to provide for the 
| payment of Grand and Petit Jurors, passed February —, 1850; 
' read second time’and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
| A bill for the relief of John C. Clark; read second time and 
| referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of C. W. Peterson; read second time and 

| referred to the committee on Claims and accounts. 

f On motion of Mr. Wood, Mr. Kittrell was added to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

On motion of Mr. Green Mr. Ardrey was added to the com- 

i mittee on Judicial Districts. 

On motion of Mr. Locke, the vote referring a bill for the 
relief of James M. Monroe to the committee on Public Debt, 
was reconsidered, and the bill referred to the committee on 
Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Parker of Tarrant, the House took a 
recess of ten minutes. i 

Recess expired— roll called—quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Neblett, Mr. Worsham was excused from 
attendance on the House on account of sickness. 

Mr. Parsons moved that Mr. Ector be added to the committee 
on Judicial Districts; Pending said motlon, the Senate ap- 
peared, headed by their President, to meet the House in joint 
session,- for the purpose of electing a United States Senator for 
i i en of six years, commencing on the 4th day of March, A. 
ED., 1857, 
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Rolls ealled and quoram of both Houses present. l 

The two Houses in joint session then proceeded to the elec- 
tion of Senator. i l 

The President of the Senate announced nominations in order 
on the part of the Senate. 

Senator Flanagan nominated the Hon. Thos. J. Rusk. 

' The Speaker announced nominations in order on the part of 
the House. . 

Mr. Polleck nominated the Hon. Thos, J. Rusk. 

Both Houses then proceeded to vote. The Hon. Thos. J. 
Rusk received the unanimous vote of the Senate. l 

Qn telling the vote in the House, it appeared that the Hon. 
Thos. J. Rusk had received the votes of the following members: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Burress, Busby,. Charlton, Cléveland of Bexar, 
Cleveland of Liberty, Crabbe. Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, Dar- 
den of Colorado, Darden of Gonzales, Davis, Dennis, Dever- 
eux, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, 
Guy, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, 
Lawhen, Locke, Martin of Henderson, Martin of Lavaca, Mc- 
Clanahan, McCowan, McMillan, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, 
Moore, -Neblett, Ochiltree, Parker of Anderson, Parker of Tar- 
rant, Parsons, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, 
Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, 
Waelder, West, White, Williams, Witt and Wood.—81. _ 

The Hon. Thos. J. Rusk having received the unanimous vote 
of both Houses, was declared legally and constitutionally elected 
United States Senator for the State of Texas, for the term of 
six years, commencing on the 4th day of March, A. D., 1857. _ 

The Senate then retired, headed by their President, to their 
Chamber. | 

Mr. Parsons’ motion, to add Mr. Ector to the committee on 
Judicial Districts, was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, the vote adding Mr. Ardrey to 
the committee on Judicia! Dictriets, was reconsidered. 

Mr. Ardrey, by request, was excused from serving on said 
committee. 

Mr. Ector moved that one additional member from ëach Ju- 
eee District be added to the commitiee on Judicial Districts ; 

ost. 
A bill for the relief of David K. Jones was then taken up; ‘ 
S second time-and referred to the committee on Private Land 
laims. 
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‘On motion of Mr. Smith of Harris, House took a recess until 
3 o’clock, P. m. 
. 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Recess expired—rolled called—quorum present, - 

The Speaker announced the following Select Committee on 
bill for pay of Rangers: Messrs. Ochiltree, Trueheart, West, 
Parker of Tarrant, Devereaux and Sayles. 

The hour having arrived, the House again resolved itself into 
a committee of the whole on the joint resolution relative to the 
Kansas and Nebraska Act. 

Mr. Charlton in the Chair, 

After some time spent therein, the committee roge, the Speaker 
resumed the Chair, and the committee, through their Chairman, 
reported progress and asked leave to sit again to-morrow at half 
past'ten o'clock, A. M. 5 
On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow at 9 o’clock, 
A. M. 

Austin, Friday November 16th, 1853. 

House met pursuant to adjournment, 

Roll called—quorum present. 

Journal of yesterday read, amended and adopted. 

On motion of Mr Ector Mr Tompkins was excused from 
attendance on account of indisposition. 

i PETITIONS.. i 

Mr Witt presented the petition of Andrew D. Brice for relief; 
referred to committee on private land claims. 

Mr Darden of Gonzales presented the petition of James W. 
Nichols fer relief; referred to committee on State affairs. 

Mr Waelder presented the petition of sundry citizens of Comal 
county for the incorporation of a ‘bridge company ; referred to 
committee on roads, bridges, and ferries. 

Mr Brown presented the petition of Frank McCafferty for 
relief; referred to committee on private land claims. | 

Mr Williams presented the petition of Thomas Peck for relief ; 
referred to committee on private land claims. `, 

Mr Ardrey presénted the petition of William M Hurt for 
relief; referred to committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr Cleveland of Bexar presented the petition of Mary Wil- 
liams for relief; referred to committee on private land claims. 

Mr Dalrymple presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Burnett, Hays, Travis and Gillespie counties, praying for a new 
county ; referred to committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Waelder presented the petition of sundry citizens of Bexar 
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county, for-the erection of a new county out of parts of said 
counties; referred to committee on county boundrries. 


Mr Parker of Tarrant presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zeus of Ellis, Tarrant, and Johnson counties, praying to be 
secured in their homes as pre emptionists; referred to commit- 
tee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr McCowan presented the petition of P O Donnell for 
relief; referred to committee on private land claims. 

Mr Clevelaud of Bexar presented the petition of the citizens 
of Kinney county, for the creation of a new Judicial District ; 
referred to the select committee on Judicial Districts. 


By leave of the House, Mr Dalrymple offered the following 
resolution : - 

Resolved, That when bills and resolutions are called for, the 
roll shall be called, and each member as his name is announced 
may have the privilege of then presenting a bill or resolution ; 
laid on the table for one day’s consideration. , 

Mr Ardrey presented the petition of William B Andrews for § 
relief; referred to committee on private land claims. J 

Mr Ellison presented the petition of Elijah Votan for relief; $ 
referred to committee on private land claims. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on private land claims, | 
made the tollowing reports: 7 

The committee on private land claims to which was referred § 
the petition of Dennis Meade and Richard Meade asking for a $ 
donation of land or money, refer the same back to the House, § 
and respectfully ask its reference to the committee on State $ 
affairs ; report received to come up in its regular order. | 

The committee on private land claims, to which were referred § 
the petitions of E M Thompson, John C Clark, Richard T§ 
Barnett, and William W Byers, asking forland, report the same $ 
back to the House, with the following-bill, and recommend its $ 
passage ; report received and bill read first time. 

Mr Kittrell, chairman of the committee on education, made § 
the followlng reports: : 

The committee on education to whom was referred a memorial $ 
of the citizens of Linden, Cass county, praying for an act tof 
incorporate Linden Female Academy, have had the same under $ 
consideration, and request me to report back the above memorial $ 
and bill, and ask for its rejection upon the ground that provision § 
has already been made by law to cover the ground sought to be 
attained. ’ ' 


‘BT 


| The edinmittee on education to woth “was efeiied s$ mich 
E of the Governor’s message: as relates to the establishment: of 
E schools for the deaf and dumb ‘and blind of-the State, have 
@ given the subject a careful consideration, and have ‘instructed 
E me to report: l ` k | re cme 


ry 


| That while-we regard the subject as one which'strongly Cm- 
# rynends itself to the sympathies and favorable considération of 
athe Legislatare, yet in view of the fact that heavy dtdite mitt 
E neccessarily be made on the public reventie at this séssion, Yt, i8 
Í deemed best to defer legislation on the subject, to some futhre 
B period. resis a a ree 
Mr Randolph, chairman of the committee on claims dnd 
f accounts, to whom was referred the petition of Kindalts Bryan’, 
Í have had the same under considerationjand I am instructed by 
Í the committee to report the accompanying bill, for his relief, 
Í and recominénd its passage y report received, and Bill read ‘first 
f time. Dry a Re Sie ae ee ee ee 
| My Dennis, chairman of the committee én étigrossed bills; has 
fexamined a bill to incorporate the town of Odméron, in'the . 
fcounty of Milam, and find the same correctly engrossed ; report 
accepted, EET í : 


z 
4 


BILLS. AND RESOLUTIONS. -: 2... 05 ~* 
Mr Adrian introdiced a bill to’ extend the tiine of Holding 

the county court of Smith county; read first time. , ~ 7 z 
| Mr Smith of Harrison, introduced a bill to amend ‘an gét 
pntitled an act to-establish-a system of common scliddls,; ‘read 
first time. i E l i aes 
Mr Smith of Harrison moved that the r 
hat the bill be read second time; lost. ` 

On motion of Mr Smith of Harrison, thé vote rèftising to 
uspend the rule was- reconsidered ; rule suspended and’ bill 
ead second time, and referred to committee on education. 

Mr Williams introdaced a bill making appropriations for the 
improvement of the rivers of the State; read first time ` 

Mr West offered the following resolution ¥ = 


+ 


ule be suspended, and 


Resolved, That the Speaker be authdrized to employ. some 
ompetent -person to repair the cistern connected with the 


Apitol, and to enclose the samie‘so that it may be kept in good 
der for the future; adopted. 


Mr Tarver offered the following resolution: 
| Resolved, That the chairman of the committee on the Judi- 


lary, be authorized to appoint a clerk for said committee, and 
iso the chairman on the public debt be authorized to appoint 
clerk for that committee; adopted ; - 


H 


i 
| 
f 
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Mr Richardson introduced a bill to regulate and restrict the 
sale. of spirituous liquors; read first time. 
Mr Davis introduced a bill to amend an act regulating the 
the office of county Treasurer ; read first time. 
~ Mr Sherwood offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the Hon. the Senate be invited to appoint 
a select committee to meet in conference with the committee of 
the Honse, raised to take into consideration so much of the 
Governor's message as relates to constitutional améndments ; 
adopted. 
r Lawhon offered the following resolution : 
- Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of amalgamating the offices of 
assessor and colleetor, and sheriff, and report by bill or other- 
wise, as early as practicable; lost. ae 
‘Mr Tarlton introduced a bill to exempt the four leagues of land 
granted to each county from taxation ; read first time. be 
. Mr Brown introduced a bill to provide for the translation of 
certain historical documents; read first time. ` Ja 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


_ A resolution that the 11th standing rule of the House of 
Representatives, defining and regulating the order of business 
beso. amended as to give the House bills on their second reading 


* 


cia over Senate bills on their, first reading in the- 


ouse ; adopted. 


à 


The speaker announced the following committee on private I 


land claims No 2. 
Messrs Cleveland of Liberty, Pollock, Ector, Crabbe, True- 


hart; Hines, and Hale. 


A bill for the relief of Ameziah E Baker; read second time, f 


and referred -to committee on claims and accounts. 


Saara, APEI E BARPETE veuchoc ce ee, nai nibs 


A bill making an appropriation for the payment of the third Ẹ 


class debt; read second time, and referred to the committee on | 


public debt. 


A bill to create the Fifteenth Judicial District, to define the § 
limits, and to appoint the time for bolding courts therein, and § 


to define the limits and appoint the time for holding the courta 


in the Sixth Jadicial District ; read second time, and referred to f 


gaw m toa an Tudina] Districts, 
OES. Sy i . ot, were cxaused from serving on 
committee vb privciiiaand dun, Wo i. «oe 

-A pill relinquishing to the counties the State tax for the yeari 
1856 and 1857; read second time, and. referred to committee 
on finance. l l 


z 


wens <'eveland of Liberty, Pollock, f 
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A. bilt for the relief of L Y Smith; read second time, and 
referred to committee on claims and accounts, © : > i 

A bill more particularly declaring the powers of Deputy 
Clerks; read second time, and referred to committee on’ the 
Judiciary. l 


A joint resolution concerning corporations ; read second time; - 


| and referred to committee on the Judiciary. - . 

. On motion of Mr Tarver, 200 copies ordered to be printed: 

| The hour having arrived, the House again resolved itself irito 
a committee of the whole, on the joint resolution relative to the 

Kansas and Nebraska act. l 

~ Mr Charlton in the chair. no 

| After some time spent therein, the committee rose, the Speaker 

| resumed the chair, and the committee through their chairman 

= reported progress, and asked leave to sit again at 3 o'clock P 

| M; report adopted. : 

| Mr Ochiltree moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 

+ at 10 o’clock A. M. 

| ‘The yeas and nays being called for, stood thus : 


Yuas—Messrs Bell, Chariton, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of 


| C, Gay, Green, Junker, Martin of Lavaca, McCowan, Ochiltree, 


| Owings, Parker of Anderson, Randolph, Reeves, Sayles, Shaw, - 


| Sherwood, Stout, Tarver, Throckmorton, and Worsham—232.., 

| Nays—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
| Bonner, Burress, Busby, Cleveland ot Bexar, Cleveland of 
| Liberty, Crabbe, Dancy, Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Deve- 
| reaux, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Guy, Hile, 
| Hines, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of Hen- 


i derson, McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton - 


Í Moore, Neblett, Parker of T., Parsons, Poag, Pollock, Rich- 
Í ardson, Rushing, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of 


| Newton, Stedman, Taylor, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, White, 


| Williams, Witt, and Wood—56. — 
| othe motion to adjourn was lost. 


Mr Darden moved to reconsider the vote, adopting the report | 


Í of the committee of the whole; lost. oe 
| On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow, at-10 


l o'clock A. M. 


_Avsetin, Saturday, Nov’r 17th, 183%.. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quortm 


: present. ; , ; 
Mr Dickson, member from Dist. No. 2 appeared, presented 


a hise redentials, took the oath prescribed by the constitution, and 


E his sent. 
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A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage by that body of the following ae originating 
therein. 

A bill for the relief of Harrison county. 


A bill supplementary to “An Act authorizing the, commis- 


sioner of the General Land Office to issue patents on certificates, 
issued by the board of Land Commissioners of Robertson: -coun- 
ty under certain restrictions approved. Feb’y 5, 1850. 

. A Dill to authorize the county court of Cherokee . -county > “to 
levy an additional tax for the purpose of building a jail. : 

A bill to be entitled An Act to amend the fonrth section of.an 
act regulating attachments—approved March 11, 1848. - | 

. A bill-to incorporate the Texas. Cotton Seed, ‘Oil and Paper 
manufacturing company ; 

- Also, that the Senate had concurred in the O A of the 
House requiring the committees raised by both Houses for the 
purpose of inquiring into the expediency of reorganizing the 
Judicial Districts to act as a joint committee ; and thatthe Sen- 
ate had appointed Mėssrs Maverick, McCulloch, Taylor of Cass, 
Flanagan and Potter a select committee on a Bill for the rehef 

of the Western frontier, and respectfully ask the appointment of 
a like committee on the part of the House to act in conjunction, 
with them. 

Mr West made a personal explanation relative to an article in 
the State Gazette of 17th Nov. 

By leave of the House, Mr Brown presented a protest against 
the sentiments ot his colleague Mr Sherwood, uttered in his 
speech in the committee of the-whole on the joint resolution 
relative to the Kansas and Nebraska act, and asked that the 
same ‘be entered on the journals of the House apie! received, 


PETITIONS. 


My Sayles. presented the memorial of Gideon ERT sug-. 


gesting the propriety ofan entire change ef'the modes of punish- 
ment in our penal code—reterred to the committee on, the Judi- 
ciary. - 
Mr Pollock presented the petition of Danial H Vail for relief; 
referred to the committee on Private land claams—No 2. 
Mr Throckmorton presented the petition ot the administrator. 
of Joshua E Heath, decd for relief; referred to the committee 
on private land claims—No 1. i 
Mr Ochiltree, presented tie petition of Thomas J Rusk, et al 
Eo relief; referred to the committee on private land claims— 
ol. . 
Mr Reeves presented the petition of the Directors’ and Stock- 
holders ef the Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Rail Road company. 
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and other citizens of Grayson county.; referred to the í committee 
on Internat. Improvements. ° 

‘Mr ‘Tarlton presented the petition of P W Hobbs for relief; 
referred to the committee on priyate land claims No 1. 

Mi-McCowan presented’ the protest of sundry: citizens of San 
Patricio-county ; referred to the Committee on county boundaries. 

-Mr West presented the petition of Joshua P Powers, praying 

relief for the illegal capture of the schooner Mary Elizabeth ; 
referred to the committee on public’ debt. - 

‘Also. the petition of Sherman Case for relief. Referred to 
committee on claims and accounts. 

Also, the petition of Francis Dieterich, for the relief of Ed- 
ward Wilk!nson, a free person of color; referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. ` 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on private land claims . 
No. 4, ‘made the following reports 

The committee on private land claims to ‘which was referred 
the. petition of John M Wade, have had the same under se-. 
riows consideration. The petitioner admits that he did not mar- 
ry until “after the law expired granting league and labor. certfi- 
cates to married persons, but that it was no ) fault of bis, for he 
tried Hard to do so, but could not abtain her, (as the article of 
wives was scarce here at that time) until after the league and la- 
bor-law expired.” ‘The committee are of opinion that the peti- 
tioner by sleeping on his rights so long was very choice in his 
sélection of:a wite, and must have gota good one, when he did 
‘@ marry. The committee are, therefore, unanimous in the opin- 

| lon, that a good-wife, without any land, is far preferable to a 


ie bad one, with the augmentationoef $ of a league and labor.— 
= They, therefore deem itimpolitic to grant the prayer of the peti 
fe tioner. ` 


= The committee to which was referred the petition of James . 
8 WwW Taylor report the same back to the House and. recommend , 
i the passage of a bill. Report received aud bill read first time. `- 
m Tbe committee on private land claims, to which were referred . 
IE the petitions of David F Owen and Abner B Spier have had the 
Í Same utider consideration, and after mature deliberation on the 
A subject, they have instructed me to report the accompanying 
E bill for their. relief, and recommend its passage. Report received 
m and bill read first time. 
E The eommittee on private land claims, to which was referred 
Í the petition of John Spier; have -had the same under considera- 
a tion, and they do not think.the applicant is entitled to the land 
f for which he applies. 
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The committee on private land claims to which was referréd . 
‘a bill for the relief of the heirs, assignees, and vendees of Wile - 
liam T. Allison,” have considered the same, and report it back 
to the Honse and recommend its passage, 

Mr Parker, of Tarrant, chairman of the committee on State 
affairs, made the following report: 

The committee on State affairs to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of John H White, have caretully examined the same, and 
find that said White, although under 21 years of age, ts a married 
man, and lives on his farm with his family. All the facts con- - 
sidered, your committee have instructed me to report the aecom- 
panyiue “bill and recommend its passage, Report receiyed and 
bill read first time. 

REPORTS OF SELECT COMMITTEES. 

Mr Ochiltree, chairman of a select committee, made the follow- 
ing report: F 

The select committee to whom was referred “ a bill to provide 
for the payment of the six ranging companies mustered, into the 
service of the State of Texas on the Ist day of November, A. D. 
1854, have directed me to report the bill back to the House with- 
outamendment and recommend its passage, 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr White introdueed a bill for the relief of the_heirs of Stan- . 
ford Linsey, decd. Read first time. 

Mr Meddleton introduced a bill for the reliefof Rubin B Vest, 
ass’ée of Thos Hughes. “Read first time. 

Mr Waelder introduced a Bill to authorize the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue patents and certificates in 
Cas'ro’s:Colony in certain cases. Read first time. - 

Mr Crosby offered. the following resolution: ’ 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be requested 
to enquire into the expediency of an organization of volunteer 
companies throughout the State, and that said companies may 
be furnished with arms belonging to the State Government, and 
furnished with the munitions of war necegsary for active service, 
and that said committee be requested to report by bill or other- 
wiseatan early day. Adopted. 

Mr Crosby introduced a bill supplementary to an aet entitled 
“an act making provision for running and marking the bounda- 
ry line between the State of Texas and the ‘Territories of the Uni- 
ted States. Read first time. 

Mr Gaines introduced a bill to exempt one or more negroes 
not exceeding five, from execution or forced sale. Read first time. 

Mr Tarlton introduced a bill to authorize the District Clerk 
of Harrison county to transcribe certain records. Read first 
time. 
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Mr Cleveland, of Liberty, introduced a biil:to amend the ninth 
section of a act entitled an act to establish a State Penitentiary, 
approved 13th March 1848. Read first time. 

Mr Reeves introduced a bill to better define the West bounda- 
ry line of Grayson county, and the East boundary line of Cook 
county. Read first time. i 

Mr Williams offered the followiug resolution : 

Resolved,. That the Chief Clerk of the House be instructed to 
sell the broken chairs belonging to the House, and also a lot of 
paper (super fine French post) which is on hand and unfit for the 
use of the-House, and that he account for the amount received 
on Said sale. Adopted. ` a , 

On motion of Mr Cleveland, of Liberty, the House proceeded 
to the business on the Speaker’s table and orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. o 

On motion of Mr Smith, of,Harris, rule suspended and’a bill 
to commute the punishment of Albrecht Geherke, confined in the 
jail of Harris county under penalty of death tothat of imprison- 
ment in the Penitentiary—iaken up, read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 
~ A message was received from the Senate announcing the pas-. 
sage of a joint resolution relative to the Kansas Nebraska act, 

Mr Parker, of Tarrant, moved to further suspend the rules 
and that the bill be read a third time and passed. , 

Mr Stedman moved to lay Mr Parker’s motion on the table 
_ —Host. 


Question upon the suspension of the rule put, and rule sus- 


K 


pended. Soo . 

Mr Tarver moved te amend “ by striking out reprieve where- 
ever it occurs in the bill, and inserting respite”—adopted. ~ 
` Question recurring on the final passage of the bill, the yeas 
and nays were called for and stood thus : 

Yeas—Megers Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bonner, Brown, Busby, Dalymple, Dancy, Darden of C., Dar- 
den of G., Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, 
Gaines, Gay, Green, Guy, Haie, Harris, Hooker, Junker, King, 
Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, McClanahan, McCowan, 
MeMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Ochiltree; Par- 
ker of Anderson, Parker of Tarrant, Parsons; Pettus, ‘Pollock, 
Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sher- 
wood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Newton, Sullivan, Tarver, 
Taylor, Trockmorton, .Tompkins, Trigg, Trueheart, Waelder, 
West, White, Williams, Wood and Worsham—66. - __ 

Nave—Messrs. Burress, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Martin of 
H., Martin of L., Merrick, Poag, Smith of Harrison, Stedman 
and Witt—10. So the bill. was passed. 
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By leave of the House, Mr Locke offered the following reso- 
lution : ok Sg Sheng f 
Resolved, That the committee on the Judieiary be instruc- § 
ted to take into consideration the propriéty aud importanćę of @ 
such a law as will transfer from the adjudication of the Legis- £ 
lature of this State all bills for private relief to the District $ 
Courts of the respective counties in which applicants for re. $ 
lief live, and that said committee report by bill or otherwise, $ 
as soon as practicable. Adopted. » a ; >O 
Mr Stedman moved that the House resolve itsélf into a com- $ 
mittee of the whole on the joint resolution relative to the @ 
Kansas and Nebraska act—lost. ra” 7 D 
‘On motion of Mr Dancy, rule suspended and a joint reso- @ 
lation from the Senate relative to the Kansas and Nebraska @ 
act, taken up and read first time. i 
Rule further suspended and Ræ. read second time. ` f 
On motion the House adjourned until Monday, 10-o’elock, g 
A. M. Be O @ 
Pending: joint resolution from the Senate to the Kansas and § 
Nebraska act. i | 
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House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
‘Austin, Monpay Nov. 19th, 1855 p 


. House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum § 
present. E 
- Journal of last Saturday read and adopted. j 
Mr Ochiltree then announced the death of the Hon. Joseph | 
C. Harrison, member from the counties of Cherokee and Ange- § 
lina, as follows: md 
It is with feelings of the deepest and most heartfelt sorrow § 
that I arise to annonnce to this House the death of Joseph C. 
Harrison, a member from the counties of Cherokee and Angelina. f 
. Never has the solemn admonition contained in holy writ, “that | 
in the midst of life we are in death” been more fully verified | 
than in the present instance. Which one of us could have antici- | 
pated when we adjourned on Saturday last that‘our meeting to 
day would be but to render the last solmen duties to one of our 
own body. | 
Mr Speaker, I knew the deceased well and intimately for 
several years—he was a citizen of my own county—and though 
we were political opponents, he was one of those generous No- | 
blemen whom it is a pleasure to meet in political combat—firm, 
unbending and unsuspected in his own political position, he res- 
aa the position and opinions of those who differed. with him. 
e was a foeman worthy of any man’s steel, > . ` 
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Never has the-draad- sommons come to one SO entirely prepar- 
to: meet tiene; Wasa practical, christian—ay Jonest man. 
see that his coi ‘league i is-now in his place. He is tanimgye-able 
dowgestice ta the- MANY virtųes: of the e than & ie pre- 
pig: tode. , cc os l Mi 
Mr Rushing addressed the House as falows: Oi BE ia 


| EE Spaik: ‘Lt is with mingled feelings of sorrow and reid, 
fat Prise -tOWAHaANee the death of Eoa. Joséph ©. Herrin, 5 
onting Representative from the counties of Cherokee atid’ A" 
Hina. In making an announcement of so mneh, moment: to- 
b Hfóuse” 1 hópe`tliat E will be considered as being actuatedby 


e last säd tribute to one that I have known long and" well; and 
pre many social and manly virtues F -can hümbly- tatiy, 
i Subject of these reffiarks was born in the State of Alabar 
Tam infordied; arid enaierdted at an early day to the Republi¢ 
Meras tind after séving “the Lone Star” of the Repubtic-sub- 
rea" into’ that’of an independent. happy and soveéreigt: States- 
2 #beihs' Tong étiough: to- receive the most flattering esa ratiee 5. 
festeem and respect from an intelligent constituency,. who sent ‘ 
in as‘ deleghté. recommended arid endorsed. to the Tegistatůre 
pie: State. of f Tekad‘ b and When ‘iti the véry midir of the- full ex- - 
siofi óf ‘his’ mental energies; and‘ in the bri¢ht merédian-of: 
hooi, his spirit Teaped froti itè jeweled ċasket-of cold: mortal- 
to the purerand the better land where “Gods own name is: 
t in’stars.” He died, Mr Speaker, after a protracted and lin- 
ing iI Iness of pulmonary ‘consumption;on tast night, the 18th‘ 
be. 30: minutes after’ 11 o’clock P. M. While it Stould be. 
duty"to bow with s briiission and meekness. to the mandates: 
he great Ruler of the Universe, yet this isa fitting time to:re-- 
nber that “inthe midst of Jife! Wwe jaře ìn death,” And that wes 
not be too cautious tÉ tod jistin our -tntercourse as private 
‘or pubtic legislators, AT] those ‘noble and elevated traits.of 
ractét ° swhich make the ndblest work of his ‘erealér, were the 
ents ‘which? entéréd profiisely atid: to'n éminent. hey 

thie  thenital’ organization of the’ lantented' Harrison. Hones 

| eal ity and’ Opeti’ dealing’ governed his whole life, and. WETE 
PA ïr’ fact'the sum total - of ‘áli that “che: was, and all, had 
Ith favored, that) he might reasonably expected to have ‘been, 
brillianey’ of his iéé: “intallctual eye has been dimmed. far: 
sand as pure asda! as? ever’ anifnated’ mortal and. dying 
è h as‘aseended there, forever there, 

“*'To muse amid the starry glow - 
Or hear the Streams of glory Soe a i 


r + 


lotives of'no persohal or sinister nature, but merely: Ab pajing. 
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i Or; on the`living ears of lightning driven, 

_ Triumphant, wheel around the plains of Heaven.” 
Mr Rushing offered the following resolutions: ~ 
Whereas, Joseph C. Harrison latè member of the House of 

Representatives, departed this life in the city of Austin last night 

at 30 minutes after t} o'clock.. Therefore, l 

_ Resolved, That a committee of ten representatives be appoint- 

ed tomake the necessary arrangements for his funeral, and su- 

Pe his burial at the Austin Cemetery this evening, at 3 

o’cloek. . 

- Resolved, That each representative wear crape on, the left 

arm as a testimonial of respect for the deceased, thirty days. | 

Resolved, That we deplore the loss of one whose life was so | 
exemplary às a civilian, christian, and patriot. 

Resolved, That we do hereby tender to his bereaved family 
and friends, our condolence for their irreparable loss. z 

Resolved, That the committee of the House be requested to |- 
act in concert with a like committee on the part of the Senate, 
Austin Lodge of Free Masons, and on the part of the citizens 
generally, | 

Resólved, That the Chief Clerk be requested to. furnish by § 
mail á copy of these resolutions to Mrs Ann Harrison, widow § 
of the lamented | Jarrison, at Linwood, Cherokee co. Texas... 4 

Resolwed, That-the House adjourn until 40 o’clock to mor. Ẹ 
row morning. ; 

-Ai message was then receiyed from the Senate informing the § 
House that Messrs Guinn, White, McDade, Superviele and Mil- Ẹ 
lican hadbeen appointed a committee on the part of the Senate f 
to act in concert with a like committee on the part of the House § 
to make the necessary arrangements for the funeral of the late f 
Joseph C. Harrison, and superintend his interment. , 

Mr Brown addressed the House as follows : 

. Mr. Speaker: It.might not be expected that Ishould say a 
word tothe House en thissolemn occasion, as I do not hail from § 
the vicinity. ot the deceased. But, Sir, from the peculiar rela $ 
tions between us, I beg to add an humble tribute to his praise. § 
We were boih fora considerable time connected with the press 
in different parts of the State. In that way and through pri- 
vate. correspondence | knew him well. He was a vigorous 
writer—a man of fine intellect and flattering genius. He was 
hightened, manly and honorable in a high degree. His course 
was such as to win the affection of political friends, and the es- 
teem ot opponents. He was emphatically the -noblest work 
of God—‘ an honest man.” He scorned to resort to-any other 
‘than honorable acts to accomplish an end. During the late 
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exciting political canvass in this State, we were in frequent; 
correspondence, and L say it with equal pride-wnd: pleasure 
that he manifested throughuut that ordeal a, tone, a desire and 
a high regard for principles of truth and honor, which should 
commend his memory to every honorable man. me 
I have known two of his brothers long—one of them resides 
in my county, and I beg the indulgence of the House for arising 
on this melancholy occasion to mingle my sorrows with theirs 
and the members of this House in the death of one whose char- - 
acter for usefulness, in the halls of the Legislature, renders 
his demise a loss, not only to us, -but to the State.. I endorse, 
sir, all that has been said in his praise, by the gentleman from - 
Nacogdoches, (Mr Ochiltree,) and the gentleman from Chero- ‘ 
kee, (Mr Rushing,) who were his more immediate neighbors, - 
and I cordially second the resolutions submitted by his col- 
leagne, Mr Rushing. pi 
The resolutions were then adopted. ae 
The Speaker appointed the following cémmittee.to.act in 
concert with a like committee on the part of the. Senate, to 
make the necessary arrangements for the funeral ef the late 
Joseph C. Harrison, and superintend his interment: Messrs. 
Rashing, Ochiltree, Ector, Tarver, Brown, Adrian, Darden, of : 
G., Lawhon, Martin, of L., and Parker, of Tarrant. 
The Chief Clerk was instructed to inform the Senate of the: 
appointment of said committee. . 
The House then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock.a. m” 
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House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, November 20, 1855. f 

House niet pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present—Journal of vestérday read and adopted. a 

Mr Taylor rose and said: \ o 
= Mr. Speaker: Irise to ask the indulgence of the House, while 
@ 1 shall attempt to pay an humble tribute to the memory of 
= my respected friend and colleague, J. C. Harrison. I was áb- 
fm Sent on yesterday in the discharge of duties connected with the. 


= interment of the deceased, and deprived of the opportunity’ of 


E mingling in the morning’s business. I do not expéct to add in 
fm any way to the already filled cup of fame that he has achieved. 
E But, Mr. Speaker, I should prove recreant to my feelings,.and 
a ‘to my constituents, were I to remain silent on this subject, so 


= doleful in its character. 


E Ihave long known. him. He descended from.a noble pa- 
E ‘entage. He was born in the State of Alabama, in the county 
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of Blount, and-while yet a child he was deprived of his patents. 
Butthen, as new, Mr. Speaker, thank God, he-had many.friends, 
whe took him and sustained and educated‘hiin as well as their 
means: would allow them. His guardian; Mr Johnsen, ‘theu 
moved to Arkansas, and with the industry of the lamented de- 
ceaséd, he followed the toilsome business of surveying, by whith 
he procured ‘the means of attaining a respectable education. 
About that time he saw the Lone Star of Texas in her. struggles, 
and :prempted by his young and generous heart, he'came:to. 
participate in them.. After kis arrival among you, his conduct 
will better recommend him than any thing: that’ I conld say. 
For to love the man, was but te’ know him. Asa citizen, bre 
was admired; as a gentleman, he was modest, chaste andre- 
tired; and as a politician, he was bold but generous. ‘His heart’ 
was ineapable of frand, and his tongue was free from falseliood. 
Sir, in the loss of this good man, Cherokee has lost‘one of her 
best representatives, and the county of Angelina is legally 
without.representation. Wel] may his. constituents lament lis 
demise. -But is this all, Mr. Speaker? No, no, Mr. ‘Speaker, 
there is the wife of his bosom stricken, smitten and for lorn, who 
is left to mourn his death. And, like Rachael, who mourned 
for her children, and “ would not be comfor ted, because they 
were not,” she will not be comforted, because the map of her 
affections is not a 

Now, Mr. Speaker, that man whe stood amongst ns here; and 
had rights like you and F, has gone toa Denes world, a home 
above the sky. 
“ And may he find his kindred there, 

‘Who long have gone before; 
And find a home, a happy home, 
~- Upon that blissful shore.” 

On motion of Mr Ochiltreé, Mr Dickson was. -allded to the 
committee on Internal Improvements. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Over nor, 
through his private Seeretary. 

On motion. of Mr. Green, Mr Dickson was added: to thè, com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. - 

On motion of Mr Ector, Mr Dickson was added to the com 
mittee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

. Ehe Speaker announced the following M N TeS 

Committee on Enrolled Bills—Messrs Darden, of Gonkhles, l 
Williams, Dickson, Moore, Sayles, White and Locke. ~ 

Select committee to act with the Senate’s committee on. bill 
or the protection of: the frontier-— Messrs King, Norton, True- 
art, Green, Owings, Bell and Reeves: l i 
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es Ade + PETFPIONS. ` 

Mr White pregented the petition of'Sarah: White for relief— 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

Mr Darden, ‘of Colorado, presented the petition of the heirs 
of. Atisél fo. Bergara, deceased, for réliet’; referred to the com- l 


TOT Tepa iy 


mittee on Private Land Claims, No. t. | 
Mr Throckmorton presented the petition of the heirs of Geo. 
W Jeivell, deceased, for relief; referred to the committee on 
Public Debt. i 
_ MyGehiltree presented the petition of Peter Garland et al. 
fol relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, 
0. 9. ae vs 

- Mr Pettus presented the petition of sundry citizens, praying 
for the passage of alaw similar to the * Maine Liquor Law;” 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. $ 

- Mr Kittrell presented the petition`'of sundry citizens of Mad- l 
isonyille, praying for the prohibition of of the sale of ardent i 
spirits in that town; referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr West presented the petition of Eli Kirk for relief; refer- 
redito. the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Brown presented the petition of sundry citizensof Comal, a 
Bexar and Gillespie counties, praying for the creation ot a new a 
eounty. referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

. Mr Askew presented the petition of E A Merchant for relief 
referred to the committee on claims and Accounts. 

. Mr Cleveland, of Bexar, presented the petition of sundry: 
citizens of San Saba Valley, praying for the organization of a 
new county ; referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr McGowan presented the petition of M Arrocha de Belden ` 
for relief; referred to the coramittee on Claims and Accounts, 

. Mr Dickson presented the petition of the heirs of Hiram Ho- i 
vey, deceased; referred to.the committee on Private Land 
Claims, No. 2. 

Mr Kittrell presented the petition of Daniel Baker and others 
reliitive to the cause of education; referred to the committee 
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on Education. l è ; 
-Mr Darden,of Gonzales, presented the petition of Jesse Zum- | if 
walt for relief; referred to the committee on Private Land i 
Claims, No. 2. _ 
Mr Sherwood presented a memorial of the creditors of: the 
German Emigration-Company; referred to the committee on 
Finance. 


Mr.Lawhon ‘presented the-petition of Mrs Winny E West for 
relief; referred: to the committee on Private Land Claims, No 1. : 


70 


Mr Ector presented the petition of sundry citizens of Rusk 
county, relative to the sale and use of intoxicating liquors; re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr West, chairman of the committee on Public Buildings, 
made the following report :- Bo ` 
To the Hon, H. P. Bee, Speaker, œe.. 

The committee on Publie Buildings, to whom was referred 
that portion of his Excellency, the Governor’s Message, in re- 
lation to the insecure condition of the Archives of the State 
Department, and also that portion of his message which related 
to the necessity of increasing the size of the present Land Office 
or of building a new one, have had the same under considera- 
tion, together with the resolution of this House, requiring said 
committee to enquire into the expediency of erecting suitable 
buildings for the Land Office and State Department, have in- 
structed me to report, That, in the opinion of the eommittee 
from an investigation of the subject, and from an examination 
of the heads of these departments, it is absolutely essential some 
suitable building should be procured for the protection and 
safety of the Archives of the State Department. They are fur- 
ther of the opinion that owing to the immense amount of busi- 
ness before the Commissioner of the Land Office, as is well set 
forth in his annual report to the Governor, the office is much too 
small for the prompt despatch of business: and further, that 
it is in the opinion of the committee necessary that a building, 
fire-proof in its character, should be erected for the preservation 
of the land titles of the State. Your committee are further- 
more of the opinion that the building now used as a Land Office 
would answer the purposes of the State Department, Executive 
Office. and an office for the Attorney General. ‘They have, 
therefore, instrncted me to report the following bills, and recom- 
mend their passage. | 

Report received and bills read first time. , 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill for 
the relief of Abricht Geherke, and find the same correctly en- ` 
grossed ; report accepted. 

` Mr Throckmorton, chairman of the committee on Internal 
Improvements, made the following reports ; 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of A T Leonard and other citizens of Tarrant 
county, praying tor the privilege ef erecting a mill, ete., upon-the 
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west fork of the Trinity river, have considered the same, and 
instructed me to report the accompanying bill and recommend 
its passage. 

Report received and bill read first time. 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of sundry citizens of Tarrant, Johnson and 
Ellis counties, praying to be secured in their pre-emption privi- 
leges, have maturely considered the same. The condition of 
the petitioners is truly a peculiar one. Under the indticement 
held out by the Legislature of securing to themselves homes 
they went upon the rrontier and made settlements. At the time 
of their settlement, they conld not legally hold land as pre- 
emptionists, from tlie fact that the region of country where they 
settled was tied up by a previous law for colonial purposes. 
That reservation, however, ceased on the 10th of August, 1854, 
at which time the memonialists expected to make good their 
claiins as pre emptionists. Having settled upon the land pre- 
viously in good faith, built houses, and opened farms, and not 
being interfered with by the only parties who had prior rights, 
they conceived that what was previously an inchoate right, 
would, on the 10th of August, 1854, become a perfect one, and 
Invest them with all the privileges, as pre-emptionists, of the 
laws under which they settled. This would have been the case 
had not the Legislature, prior to the cessation of the colonial 
reservation, again reserved the land for railroad purposes. Upon 
investigation, the committee find that a vast region of country 
has been reclaimed from a wilderness, and what was a few years 
since a wild waste, has been turned into cultivated fields, and 
is now thickly populated by a class of hardy and industrious 
citizens. At the time at which many of them settled, they could 
not have foreseen or expected that the Legislature wouid again 
reserve the country from location for railroad or other purposes. 
In view, therefore, of all the facts, your committee are of opin- 
ion that the prayer of the memorialists should be granted, and 
have instructed me to report the accompanying bill and respect- 
fully recommend its passage. . 

Report received and bill read first time. E l 

Mr Parker, of Tarrant. chairman of the committee on State 
Affaiis, made the following report: ` 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a bill 
to incorporate the town of Linden in Cass county, have éxam- 
ined the same, and the committee have instracted me to report 
said bill back to the House and recommend its passage. 

Report received to come up in its regular order. t 
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BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr Dancy introduced a bill to set apart one million of dollars 
of the U S bonds in the State Treasury as a School fund ; read 
first time. 

Mr Ochiltree introdneed a bill to amend an Act entitled aR 
Act to adopt the common -law of England, to repeal certain 
Mexican laws, and to regulate the marital rights of parties, ap- 
proved Jan’y 20, 1840 ; ‘read first time. 

Mr Trigg introduced a bill supplementary to an A'et to pro- 
vide for the assessment and collection of taxes ;. read first time. 

Mr White introduced a bill to direct. the mode of voting in 
all popular elections ; reau first time. 

Mr Bell introduced a bill making an appropriation for-the 
per diem pay and mileage of the members of the sixth Legis- 
lature, and the per diem pay of the officers of the same; read 
first, time. 

Mr Hale introduced a bill to provide for removing obstrue- 
tions from the Brazos River; read first time. 

Mr Hale moved that therule regulating the order of business 
be suspended and the bill read second time; lost. 

Mr Martin, of Henderson, introduced a bill to amend an Act 
to provide for the assessment and collection of taxes; passed 
February 11, 1850. 

Mr Sayles ‘introduced the following resolution : : 

fiesolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of changing the time of sitting 
of the Supreme.Court of Texas, and report to the House by bill 
or otherwise’; adopted. 

Mr Gaines offered a joint resolution relative to the Per- 
sonal Liberty Bill passed by the Legislature of Massachusetts ; 
read first time. 

Mr Adrian introduced a bill for the relief of Josiah D Tumer; 
read first time. 

. Mr MeMillan introduced a bill for the relief of certain persgiis 
who settled within the | mitsof Mercer’s colony; read first time. 

Mr Stedman introduced a bill supplementary to an Act enti- 
tled an Act concerning crimes and punishments, approved 
March 20, 1848; read first time. 

Mr Brown introd uced a bill to incorporate the Galveston City 
Guard; read first time. 

- Mr Tarlton introduced a bill to amend an Act concerning 
slaves, approved February 5, 1840; read first time. 

Mr McClanahan introduced a bill to incorporate Fradklin 
College; read first time. 
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Mr Smith, of Harris, introduced the following resolution : 


Whereas, one or more schools or institutes of learning have 


been established in Texas, wherein military instruction makes 

a part of the regular studies, 

Beit Resolved, That the committee on- military affairs be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of furnishing such 
schools or institutes with arms from the State Arsenal, on pro- 
per security being taken therefor,'and that the committee be in 
structed to.report by bill or otherwise; adopted. 

Mr Darden, of Colorado, introduced a bill for the relief of 
William B Dewees ; read first time. l 

Mr Arnold introduced a bill to grant land certificates to the 
officers and employees of the General Land Office; read first 
time. . 

Mr Ardrey introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of John 
Saunders, deceased ; read_first time. 

Mr Darden. offered the following resolution : l 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary examine into 


the policy of the passage of a law to secure all persons ship- — 


ping or forwarding merchandise, produce, &c., against loss by 
earriers on wagons, carts, &c.; adopted. 

Mr Ochiltree offered the following resolution :. 

Resolved, That the Speaker of this House do-appoint a com- 
mittee on slaves and slavery—and. that the same be considered 
one of tne standing committees ef this House ; adopted. 

Mr Williams introduced a bill to authorise Laura Jane Scott 
to.change her name to that of Nina James Jefferson Cravens ; 
read first time. | 

Mr Cleveland, of Bexar, offered the following resolution: 

Réeaolved, That the committee on the Judiciary- be instructed 
to take into consideration the expediency of increasing the sala- 
ries of District Attornies in this State, and: report to the House 
by bill or otherwise ;, lost. 

Mr Cleveland, of Liberty, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the resolution heretofore adopted by the House 
limiting its sessions to once a day, be and the same is hereby 
rescinded ;, laid on.the table one day for consideration. l 

Mr White introdueeđ:a bill to amend an Act regulating elec- 
tions, approved March 16, 1848 ; read first time. 

Mr Ardrey introduced. a bill for the relief of John W Me- 
Elroy ; read first time. 

Mr Junker introduced a bill for the relief-of the heirg of 

benezer Pulsifer; read first time. l ea 

On motion of Mr Middleton, Mr Dalrymple was excused 
from attendance on the House on account of indisposition. - 
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On motion of Mr Sayles, the House proceeded to take up the 

business on the Speaker’s table, and orders of the day. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

On motion of Mr Wood, the rule defining the order of, basi- 
ness was suspended, and a bill from the Senate, to incorporate 
the Jefferson Railroad Company, taken up and read second 
time. 

On motion of Mr Wood, rule further suspended and bili 
passed toa third reading. > 

On motion of Mr Wood, rule farther suspended and bill read 
a third time. l WR 

Mr Sherwood moved that the bill be committed to a commit- 
tee of the whole. A 

By leave of the House, Mr Rushing introduced a joint. reso- 
Fation relative to an election to fill the vacancy oceasioned by 
the death of the late Joseph C. Harrison, representative from 
the counties of Cherokee and Angelina. 

Mr Brown offered the following amendment: Amend the 
enacting elause so as to read—“ Be it resolved by the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Texas ;” accepted, and resolution as amend- 
ed, read first time. a | 

Mr Rushing moved that the rule be suspended and the reso- | 
lution read a second time; lost. 

Mr Dancy moved that the Senate’s bill be referred to the | 
committee on Internal Improvements ; | | | 

Question recurring upon the motion to eommit the bill toa | 
committee of the whole was put and tost. 

Mr Dancy moved that the bill be referred to. the committee | 
on Eidueation ; lost. l | 

Qùestion recurring upon the final passage of the bill, the; 
vote stood as follows: ‘ i l 

Yxras—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bell, ; 
Bonner, Brown, Burress, Busby, Crabbe; Crosby, Darden, of} 
C., Darden, of G., Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Dickson, Dough-| 
erty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Guy, Hale,§ 
Hines, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin,} 
of H., Martin, of L., McClanahan, McCowan, MeMillin, Mel} 
ton, Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings; 
Parker, of A., Parker, of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, 
Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Smith, 
of Harris, Smith, of Harrison, Smith, of Newton, Stedman, 
Stout, Sullivan, Tarltow,Taylor, Throckmortén, Thompson, True; 
hart, Waelder, Witt, Wood and Worsham—73. °° - j 

Nayvs—Nessrs Charlton, Cleveland, ot Liberty, Dancy, Law] 
hon, Merrick, Sherwood, Trigg, White and Williams—9.. | 


> 
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Bill passed by a constitutional majority. 

Mr Cleveland, of L., asked leave to be excused from voting; 
House refused. eae 

Mr Sherwood asked leave to be excused from voting ; House 
refused. - 

Pending when the House adjourned on Saturday last, joint 
resolution from the Senate relative to the Kansas and Nebraska 
Act. a i 


Mr Sayles moved that the resolution be passed toa third 


reading. i 
` Mr White moved that the resolution be referred to the com 
mittee on Federal Relations ; lost. 

A message was then received from the Senate, through their 
Secretary, informing the House of the passage by that body of 
the following bills originating therein : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Taylor. 

A bill granting the consent of the State of Texas to the U. 
States to construct breakwaters, jettys, dams and ether improve- 
ments on the coast of Texas. l l i 

A bill to authorise the Clerk of the District Court of Wash- 
ington county to transcribe certain records therein named. 

A bill to authorise agents or attorneys at law to make affida- 
vits in certain cases. 

A bill to authorise the transfer of certain stock bonds, on cer- 
tain conditions. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas and New Orleans Telegraph 
Company. 

A bill te amend an Act regulating Public Printing, approved 
December 27, 1851. | l 

Also, that the Senate had appointed Messrs Palmer, Arm- 
strong, Pirkey, Flanagan, and Potter, a select committee to 
meet in conference -with the committee of the House to take 
into consideration so much of the Governor’s Message as relates 
to constitutional amendments. 

Mr Parker, ot T., offered the following amendment to the 
joint resolution : os 

That the Governor eause copies of this resolutiomte be for- 
warded to.each of our Senators and Representatives in the Con- 
gress of .the United States duly authenticated ; adopted. 

Question being upon the passage of the resolution, as amend-. 
ed, to a third reading, was put and carried. Po 

On motion of Mr Sayles, the rule defining the order of busi- 
ria was suspended, and resolution, as amended, read a third 
ime. p 
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Question being upon the final passage of the resolutions, as 
amended, the vote stood as follows: 

Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold Askew, Bell,Bonner, 
Brown, Burress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland, of B., Cleveland, 
of L., Crabbe, Crosby, Dancy, Darden, of C., Darden, of G., 
Dennis, Devereaux, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Fran- 
cis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Guy, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Junker, 
Kittrell, King, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin, of H., Martin, 
of L., McClanahan, McCowan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, 
Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker, 
of A., Parker, of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Poilock, Randolph, 
Reves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith, 
ofHarris, Smith, of Harrison, Smith, of Newton, Stedman, 
Stont, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tomp- 
kins, Trigg, Trueheart, Waelder, West, White, Williams, Witt, 
Wood and Worsham-—8&3. 

So thé resolution, as amended, passed by a unanimous vote. 

‘ A résolution, that when bills and resolutions are in order, the 
roll shall be called, and each member as his name is called, 
shall have the privilege of then presenting a bill or resolution, 
was then taken up. 

_ On motion of Mr Worsham,,the resolution was laid on the 
table. | 

A communication from his Excellency, the Governor, was 
then read, as follows: 


Executive OFFICE, 
Austin, November 19, 1855. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement of the ex- 

penses incurred qn account of the six companies of mounted 
volunteers that were called into service on the 1st day of No- | 
vember, 1854, under a requisition of Brevet Maj. Gen. Persifer 
F. Smith, which yetremains unpaid, amounting to the sum ot 
four thousand and sixteen dollars and ninety-two cents, ($4,016 
92.) 
The Congress of the United States appropriated the sum ot 
twenty-five thousand dollars to meet these expenses, out-of 
which, the sum of twenty thousand nine hundred and ninety 
dollars and sixty-nine cents have been paid, leaying the sum of 
four thousand and nine dollars and thirty-one cents to meet these 
claims which yet remain unpaid. - . 

It will be seen bya reference to this statement that there are 
fifty-four different accounts embraced in it, the trouble and ex- 
pense to which such of these claimants will be subjected in 
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sending their accounts to Washington City for payment, induces 
me to recommend that you make an appropriation of $4,016 
92, from our Treasury, tor their payment, upon the presentation 
to the Comptroller of the proper vouchers, and also that the 
Comptroller be directed afterwards to forward the vouchers to 
Washington City and collect the amount from the United States. 

You will recollect that in a communication made to you at 
the commencement of the session, I called your attention to the 
fact that these companies had never been paid for their services 
between’ the Ist day of Noveniber, 1854, when they should 
have been mustered by the United States, and the time they 
were actually mustered, during which time they were in ser- 
vice under the authority of this State, and recommended that 
an appropriation should be made to pay them for their time.’ 

It is estimated that twenty-one thousand and seven hundred 
dollars will be sufficient te pay for this service, and I now re- 
commend that you appropriate that amount for that purpose, 
and direct the Comptroller to pay these companies out of the 
appropriation, for the time it shall be shown they were in the 
State service, at the same rate as they were paid by the United 
States while in their service. A statement is herewith sub- 
, a of the time each company was in the service of the 

tate. : * 

I also recommend that the Comptroller be directed to take 
the necessary steps to have the amount refunded to this State 
by the United States. l i 

On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o’clock 
AM. - 


Austin, November 21st, 1855. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—Roll called—Quorum 
present, 5 i 
Journal of yesterday read and adopted. ' 
On motion of Mr Darden, of Gonzales, Mr Runnels, Repre- 
sentative from district No. 1, came forward and took the oath of 
office, and his seat. j 
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PETITIONS. 
Mr West presented the petition of A. E. Osburne, for relief ; 

teferred to committee on private land claims, No.2. . 

_ Mr Cleveland, of Bexar, presented the petition of various cit- 


referred to committee on county and county boundaries. 
Mr Shaw presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
town of Lexington, Burleson county, praying for an act of in- 


~ 


zens of Bexar county, praying for the creation of a new county;, 
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corporation of said town ; referred to committee on State affairs, 

Mr Sherwood presented the memorial of J. and R. Millbank, 
& Cb. asking for the acceptance of the bill passed by Congress, 
on the subject of the revenue debt of the late Republic of Texas; 
referred to committee on public debt. E , 

Mr Witt presented the -petition of sundry citizens of the 
county of Dallas, praying for the passage of a law in reference 
to the marking and branding of cattle ;, referred. to committee on 
State affairs. l , 

Mr Middleton presented the petition of J.N. Currey, praying 
for relief ; referred to committee on private land claims, No. 1. 

Mr Ochiltree presented the petition of Robert Collins, for 
relief; referred to committee on priyate land claims, No. 2. 

Also the petition of Starr and Amory, agents for Mrs. Dorothy 
G. Gold, and Mrs. Anna Lucia Rhodes, for relief; referred to 
committee on private land claims, No 2. 

Also the petition of Loyal Case, for relief; referred to com- 
mittee on private land claims, No. 2. . 

Mr ‘Tarver presented the petition of Robert Hunter, attorney 
for A. O. Smith, for relief; referred to committee on public 
debt. : 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTES. 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on private land claims, 
No. 1, made the following reports. 

To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, ke. 

The committee on private land claims, No. 1, to whom was 
referred the petition of Geo. W. Shelton, have had the same 
under consideration, and report if back to the House, with the 
accompanying bill, and recommend its passage; report received 
and bill read first time, 

To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, che. 

The committee on private claims, No. 1, to whom was referred 
the petition of Reese P. Murry, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and instructed me to report the following bill for his 
relief, and recommend its passage; report received and bill read | 
first time. a: a hoo O 

Mr Tarver, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following reports: 

To the Hon H. P. Bee, Speaker, o. + l 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
for the relief of the Hon. A. W. O. Hicks, judge of: tha fifth 
judicial district, have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the same back to the House, and to 
recommend its adoption ; report received to come Up in its regu- 
lar order. 
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To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker ke. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled, An act to provide 
for the. payment of grand and petit jurors—passed February 1850, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report the same back to the Honse, with a, recommendation 
that the same be adopted, after striking out of the second see- 
tion, the words “ three dollars,” and inserting “six dollars,” and 
adding to the said 2d section, the following clanse; “ Provided 
that no such fee shall be taxed in cases in which judgment is 
rendered, without the intervention of a jury ;” report received 
to come up in its regular order. l 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker cc. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred, A bill ta 
require publication ofthe sale of real estate and slaves, to be made 
in newspapers, have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report the same back to the House, and to 
recommend Its indefinite postponement; report received to come 
up in its regular order. 

To the Hon. H.P. Bee, Speaker &e. r: 

The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a bill 
to authorize the clerk of the county court of Anderson cvunty, 
to transcribe certain records, have had the.same under consid- 
eration, and have instructed me to report the same back to the 
House, and to recommend its adeption, after striking out the 
words “ Be it further enacted,” when this occurs in the second 
and third sections of said bill; repertreceived to come up in its 
regular order. Eo 


To the Lon. H. P. Bee, Speaker he. 
The committee onthe Judiciary, tò whom was referred a bill 
authorizing the judge of the third judicial district to holta term 
of said court in Coryell county, on the fourteenth Monday after 
the first Monday in September 1855, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report the same back 
to the House, and recommend its adoption ; report received to 
‘come up in its regular order. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker &e. 
"Fhe committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled, An act-authorising James F. Trotte, and Nancy 
R. Trotte, to adopt Josephine Head, and to-change her name 
to Josephine Trotte, and also a bill to authorize Benja- 
min Campbell to change his name’ to Benjamin McDaniel, 
have had the same under consideration; and have’ instructed 
me.to report.the said bills back to the House, and to 


recommend their indefinite postponement. 
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The committee have further instructed me to report and 
recommend the adoption of the accompanying general bill, to 
þe entitled An act providing a remedy for persons desirous. to 
change their name and adopt another; report received to came 
up in its regular order. = 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report : i 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, Eas : 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined the fotow- 
ing bills: 

A bill to be entitled, An act to create the county of Parker. 

A bill to be entitled, An act supplementary to an-act entitled 
an act to incorporate the town of La Grange, in the county of 


` Fayette, and find the same eorrectly engrossed; report 


accepted. 

On motion of Mr Ochiltree, the rule defining the order of 
business was suspended, and a bill to create the eounty of Par- 
ker, was read a third time, and passed. l 

Mr Merrick, chairman of the committee on comnty and 
county boundaries, made the following report; 
To the Hon. A. P. Bee, Speaker, de. 

The committe on county and county boundaries, to whom 
was referred a bill to be“entitled, An act to make valid surveys 
made by the surveyors of Vanzandt eounty, have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed me ta report the same 
back to the House with tke following substitutes, and recom- 
mee their passage; report received, to eome up in its regular 
order. 

On motion of Mr Stout, the rule definfhg the order of busi- 
ness was suspended, and the substitute relative to_ the’ eounty 
of Vanzandt was taken up, and on motion of Mr Locke, the 


rule was farther suspended, and the bills ordered to be | 
- be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Rushing, the joint resolation relative toan | 
election to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of the late | 


Joseph C. Harrison, was taken up, 


Mr Rushing moved to amend by striking out “ Tuesday, the j 
third ef December,” and insert “Thursday, the fifth of | 


December ;” adopted. 


Mr Davis moved to amend by striking out all that portion of | 
the resolution authorizing the Governor to employ a special | 


messenger: adopted. 


> ado} a | 
On motion of Mr Davis, the resolution was ordered to be | 


engrossed, 
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On motion of Mr Rushing, the resclation was read a third 
time and passed. 


By leave of the Howse, Mr West introduced the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
and empowered to inquire inte the expediency of affording 
some remedial aid to those citizens of Austin who are now de- 
fendants in the suit brought, and now pending, by the heirs of 
Goucher, in the United States court, involving the title to all 
the town lots in tke city of Austin, and report at as early a day 
as possible, by bill or otherwise ; adopted. i 

On motion of Mr Brown, the rule regulating the order of 
business was suspended, and a bill to make valid,surveys made 
by the county surveyor of Vanzandt county, taken up, and 
read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr Locke, the rule regulating the order of 
business suspended, and a bill to legalize the creation of Van- 
zandt county, taken up, and read third time. l i 


Mr Randolph moved to ‘refer the bill to committee on the 
Judiciary ; lost. 


Question before the House being upon the final passage of 
the bill, the vote stood as follows: 
Yuas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bell, Brown, Burress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., 
Cleveland of L, Grabbe, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of C., 
Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Ellisor, 
Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Junker, 
King, Kittréll, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., Martin 
of L, MeClanahan, McCowan, MeMillin, Melton, Merrick, 
Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., 
Parker of T., Pettus, Reeves, Richardson, Sayles, Shaw, She:- 
wood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, 
Sullivan, Tarlton, Taryer, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, True- 


hart, Waelder, West, White, Williams, Witt, Wood, and Wor- 
sham—7-. 


Nays—Mr Randolph—1. , 

Bill passed by a constitutional majority. 

Mr Merrick, chairman of the committee on county bounda- 
lies, made the following report: 

The committee on county boundaries, to whom was referred 
a petition praying for the creation of the county of Lampases, 
have had the same under consideration, and instruct me to re- 
port the accompanying bill, and to recommend its passage ; 
eport received, and bill read first time. 
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By leave of the House, Mr Charlton introduced a bill for tle 
rélief of John Gregory ; read first time. 

By leave of the House, Mr Waelder introduced a bill for the 
rotection of the Western and North-Western frontier of the 

tate of Texas against Indian depredations; read first time. 

A message was received from the Senate through their Secre 
tary, informing the House of the passage of the following 
bills originating in the Senate. . 

A bill for the relief of James Tarlton. 

A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the consti- 
tution. 

A, bill for the relief of James W. Reed. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston rope, cordage, and cotton 
manufacturing company. 

A bill to incorporate Powder Horn Bayou and Matagorda 
Bay dredging company. 

A bill granting Pelican Island, in Galveston Bay, to the cor- 
poration of the city of Galveston. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas marine railway and building 
association. 

ORIGINATING IN THE HOUSE. 

A bill forthe relief of Albert Gehrke, with an amendment 
as follows: 

After elsewhere, strike out “for such a length of time as to 
the said Governor may seem fit,” and inscrt after the words 
“ imprisonment,” the words “ for life.” 

On metion of Mr Waelder, the rule defining the order of 
business suspended, and a bill for the protection of the Western 
and North Western frontier of the State of Texas against Indian 
depredations taken up, and read a gecond time, and referred to 
a joint select committee on the frontier. 


BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr White offered the following resolution : | 

Resolved, That the committee on printing be required to 
arrange with the printers of the tri-weekly Times,and tri-week- 
ly Gazette, that no matter beinserted in said papers, except that 
which relates alone to the journals and debates of this Legisla- 
ture ; adopted. 

Mr Brown introduced a bill to re-incorporate the Galveston 
Lyceum; read first time. 


Mr Hines introduced a bill for the relief of J. O., Dalby ; read 


first time. . 
Mr Cleveland of B., introduced a bill to define the limits of 
Bexar county ; Read first time. 
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Mr Poag introduced a bill to change the ‘name of Thomas 
Patten Tipps, to that of Samuel N. Lewis’; read first time. 

Mr Throckmorton introduced a bill to create the county of 
Young; read first time. 

Mr Brown introduced a biil*forthe relief of J. P. Davie; 
read first time. 

Mr Tarlton ‘introduced a bill‘amendatory of an act, for the 
appointment of patrols—approved May 9th, 1846; read first 
time. 

Mr Brown moved that his protest against the sentiments of 
his colleague, Mr Sherwood, be spread upon the journals of the 
House. 

'The yeas and nays being demanded, the vote was as follows: 

Yras—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bef, 
Burress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of Liberty, Crabbe, Crosby, 
Dalrymple, Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Devereux, Dickson, 
Iictor, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Mines, 
Ifooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke,-Martin of H, 
Martin of L., McClanahan, McCowar, McMillan, Melton, Mer- 
rick, Middleton Moore, Neblett, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of 
A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, 
Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith 
of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stedman, 
Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tomp- 
kins, Trigg, Trachart, Waelder, West, White, Williams, Witt, 
Wood, and Worsham—75. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, and Lawhon—2%. 
So the protest was ordered to be spread upon the journals. 
Mr Brown was excused from voting. 


PROTEST. 
Housse or REPRESENTATIVES, } 

Austin, November 17, 1855. ( 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker: 
Sir :—From the extraordinary course of my colleague in this 
House, (Mr Sherwood,) in his remarks in the ‘committee of the 
whole yesterday, on the resolutions of instruction to our con- 
gressional delegation on the Nebraska-Kansas bill, and other 
measures, involving the position of this State on the question of 
slavery, I ask of the House the.courtesy of spreading this- 
declaration and protest on its journals. 
With my colleague, I stand here as a Representative of the 
county of Galveston. We were elected by the votes of the Dem- 
ocratie party of that county. During the canvass, my colleague’ 
was charged with entertaining abolition sentiments or opinions, 
which lead to that principle. The party by which we were 
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elected, keenly sensitive on that great question, weve yet too jast 
and magnanimous to condemn without giving Mr Sherwood 4 
fair hearing. They did so, and he satisfied them, not only of his 
soundness then, but that as a citizen and legislator in the State of — 


. New York, he had met and manfully resisted the abolitionists of 


that State, in defence of the constitutional rights of the South 
—and hence they coneluded that Mr Sherwood was a slandered 
man, and rallied to his support. Personally I. had known my 
colleague buta few months, but I arrived at the same conclusions, 
and pursued the same course. , 

Judge then, sir, of the surprise and mortification with which 
T heard his opinions, as announced in his speech on this floor 
yesterday. From them I could draw no other conclusion than 
that he regards slavery asa moral evil; as a fleeting and tem- 
porary institution; as destructive of the soil, and a blight upon 
the energies and industrial resources of the Sonth; as destined 
gradually to give way, in State after State, from Delaware South- 
ward, to the free population of the North, tending to its fina} 
extinguishment through the agency of colonization ; placing the 
South at the merey of Congress, as the tribunal possessing ex- 
clusive jurisdiction over the subject of slavery in the territories, 
and in practical effect, according to the spirit of his opinions and 
arguments, limiting the existence of slavery tothe time when we 
shall no longer possess new territory in the South-west, for its 
reception. 

For myself, sir, as a southern man by birth, education, feeling 
and opinion—for the Democratic party and the people of Gal- 
veston county whom I represent, I now declare and protest that 
they entertain no such feelings or opinions as those advanced 
by my colleagne—that they repudiate them as being nnsound in 
fact, and anti-Southern in feeling—and that in advancing them, 
I solemnly believe my colleague is at war with their opinions, 
their feelings, and their highest interest as a Southern people. 

For myself, sir, I believe the institution of slavery, as it exists 
in the Sonthern States, in the language of the great MeDuilie, 
“is the chief corner stone of onn republican institutions ;” that 
slavery is of Divine origin, exists under Divine approbation, 
and is destined to exist so long as this free and ¢glorions Ameri- 
can people remain the bright exemplars of true republicanism 
among mankind. It needs noapologist-—no cringing to northern 
fanaticism—no detence as a moral sin,—but an open and manly 
battle in the war of intellects—in an appeal to the spirit of civ- 
ilization—or if need be, in meeting the whirlwind of Northern 
agrarianism, socialism, and abolitionism, in a steel-clad appeal 
to the God of battles, 


$3 


Such sir, ate the sentiments I represent. 

Jyo Henry Brown, 

On motion of Mr. McMillin, the rule regulating the order of 
business was suspended, and a bill authorizing the Judge-of the 
3d Judicial District to hold a term of said court in Coryell 
county, on the 14th Monday after the Ist Monday in September, 
1855, taken up and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. McMillin, rule farther suspended, and 
bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of Liberty, the House proceeded 
to take up the business on the Speaker’s table, and orders of 
the day. 

i ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Smith of Harris, rule suspended, and the 
following bills taken up, read second time and referred to the 
committee on Public Debt: 

A bill giving the assent of the State of Texas to “An Act to 
provide for the payment of such creditors of the late Republic 
of Texas as are comprehended in the act of Congress of Sep- 
tember 9, 1850,” which was passed at the second session of the 
thirty-third Congress ofthe United States, and approved Feb- 
ruary 20, 1855; | i 

A bill making an appropriation for the payment ofa portion 
of the public debt of the late Republic of Texas. 

_ A resolution relative to the sittings of the House was then 
taken up. ame 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, call suspended. 


The. Speaker ruled that a vote of two-thirds was necessary to 


receive a standing rule of the House. 
Mr. White appealed from the decision of the Chair. 


The question before the House being upon sustaining the’ 


decision of the Chair, the yeas and nays were called for and 
stood as follows: ) 

Yxas.— Messrs. Ardrey, Bell, Busby, Charlton, Crosby, Dar- 
den of O., Davis, Dennis, Devereux, Ector, Ellison, Francis, 
Gaines, Green, Hines, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, McClanahan, 
McCowan, Merrick, Middleton, Ochiltree, Pettus, Rushing, 
Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of Newton, Stout, Sulh- 
van, Tarver, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Trueheart, West, 
Williams, Witt and Worsham.—40. 

Nays.—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, Brown, 
Burress, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Grabbe; Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Dickson, Gay, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell 
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Martin of H., Martin of L., McMillin, Melton, Moore, Nebfett,. 
Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, 
Reeves, Sherwood, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Tarlton, Tay- 
lor, White and Wood.—88. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Question recurring upon the adoption of the’ resolution, the 
yeas and nays being demanded, Stood as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Adrian, Askew, Bonner, Brown, Burress, 
Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L, Dalrymple, Devereux, Diek- 
son, Dougherty, Francis, Gay, Hale, Hooker, King, Kittrell, 
Locke, Martin of H., Martin ‘of Le, McClanahan, McMillin, 
Melton, Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Parker of A., Parker of 
T., Parsons, Poag, P. Hock, Randolph, Reeves, Rushing, Smith 
ot Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, White, Witt and 
Wood.—42. : 

Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Busby, 

'harlton, Crabbe, Crosby, Daney, Darden of C., Davis, Den- 
nis, Ector, Ellison, Gaines, Green, Hines, Junker; Latham, 
‘Lawhon, McCowan, Merrick, Ochiltree, Owings, Pettus, 
Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Newton, 
Sullivan, Tarver, Trockmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Trueheart 
Waelder, West, Williams and Worsham.—40. 

Resolution lost. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, rule suspended, and a bill for the 
relief of Albert Gehrke, with amendment from the Senate, 
taken up, and amendment concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, rule suspended, and a bill 
from the Senate, for the relief of James Tarlton, taken up, and 
read first time. 

Mr. Dennis, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: i 

The committee on engrossed Bills have examined a joint reso- 
lution, requesting the Governor to order an election for Repre 
sentative in the counties of Cherokee and Angelina, prescribing 
the mode and time thereof, and find the same correctly en- 
grossed.—Report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, leave of absence was granted to 
Mr. Trigg until Tuesday next. ~ 

On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow, at 10 
o'clock, a. M. l 


Austin, November 22d. 1855. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. i 
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Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

A Message was received from the Senate, through their sec- 
retary, informing the House that the Senate had passed the Joint 
resolution, requesting the Governor to order an election for Rep- 
resentative in the counties of Cherokee and Angelina, prescribing 
the mode and time thereof, with the following amendment :— 
“ Strike out 5th of December, and insert 12th of December.” 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, the rote regulating the order of 
business, was suspended, and the resolutions taken up, and the 
Senate’s amendment concurred in. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. Dennis presented the petition of Wm. L. Sartwell, ad- 
ministrator of Jobn Marshall, deceased, for relief; referred to 
committee on private land claims, No. L. 

Mr. West presented the petition of Fred. W. Moore; referred 
to committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Ardrey presented the petition of Ann Matilda Mason, and 
Joseph Mason; referred to committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Arnold presented the petition of Ferdinand T. Lind- 
heimer; referred fo committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. McCowan presented the petition of John Bowen; referred 
to committee on private land claims no. 2. Se 

Jfr. Arnold presented the petition of the citizens of Comal 
county; referred tocommittee on Judiciary. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. Tarver, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 

To the Hon H. P. Bee, Speaker of the Howse: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a joint 
resolution instructing our Senators aud requesting our Repre- 
sentatives lu Congress, touching the establishment of a new 
District Court of the United States, for the territory of Texas, 
West of the Pecos River, and for other purposes, have examined 
the same and instruct me to report, that in the opinion of the 
committee it is a grievous hardship that our citizens should be 
compelled to go into the territory of New Mexico for the deter- 
mination of their suits and the adjudication of their rights. The 

‘relief prayed for should in justice be granted. The committee 
therefore recommend that the joint resolution be passed ; report 
received to come up 10 its regular order. 


vate land claims, no. 2, made the following report: 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, ce: 
The committee on private land claims, no. 2, to whom: was’ 
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referred the petition of Jessee Zumwalt, praying for land, have 
considered the same, and instruet me to report that the petitioner 
is not entitled to the reliefhe asks, because the petitioner shows 
that he did not arrive at the age of seventeen years previous to 
the first day of January, 1840, and that the same be reported 
back to the House, and recommend its rejection ; report received 
to come up in its regular order. 

Mr. Cleveland, of Liberty, chairman of the committee on pri- 
_ vate land claims, no. 2, made the following report: 

To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, he: 

The committee on privateland claims, no. 2, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Sarah White, have considered the same, 
and instrnet me to report, that-the subject thereof does not ap- 
propriately come within the sphere of this committee, and that 
the said petition be reported back to the House, and that the same 
be referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

On motion of Mit White, rule suspended, report taken up and 
petition of Sarah White, referred to the committee on publie 

ebt. 

Mr. Smith, of Harris, ehairman of the committee on public 
debt, made the following report : 

To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, he: | 
The committee on public debt, to whom was referred a Bill, 
to be entitled “ An Act making appropriation for the payment of | 
the third class debt,” have instructed me toreport favorably on 
the same and recommend its passage ; report received to come Up 
in its regular order, i | 
Mr. Dennis, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 

made the following report: 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, dhe: | 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined “a Bill | 
authorizing the Judge of the third Judicial District, to holda | 
term of said Court in Coryell county, on the 14th Monday after 
the first Monday in September 1855,” and find the same correctly | 
engrossed ; report accepted. | 

Mr. Darden, of Gonzales, chairman of the eommittee on En- 
rolled Bills, made the following report : 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, &e: 

The committee on Enrolled bills, have examined the follo wing 
bills and find the same correctly enrolled, viz: 

A bill, emtitled “an act to amend an act to incorporate the 
Jefferson Rail Road Company.” 

Also, a bill, entitled “an act to amend an act, entitled an ac! 
to incorporate the city of San Antonio,” approved January 14th,’ 
1842 ; report accepted. i 
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BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. : 
Mr. Witt introduced a bill to incorporate the Oceola Mill . 
Company ; read first time. 
Mr. Ochiltree introduced a bill for the relief of the Heirs of 
Wm. S. Kenuard; read first time. 
Mr. Rushing introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on printing be authorized and 3 
required to have ten thousand copies of the State Constitution i 
published and bound in pamphlet form, for the use of the Hoube ; j 
laid on the table one day for consideration. ; 4 

Mr Dancy introdaced the following joint resolution: : : 

Be it Resolved, By the Legislature of the State of Texas, i 
that the Legislature approves the course of Thomas J. Rusk, in 
voting for the Kansas-Nebraska Act, and disapproves the course 
of Sam Houston, in voting against it; read first time. : 

Mr. McCowan introduced a bill to create the county of Live- 
cak ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Truehart, Mr Merrick was excused from 
attendance on the House on account of indisposition. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, the Sergeant-at-Arms was excused 
from attendance on the House on account of indisposition. 

‘The*Speaker then announced to the House that General Hous- 
ton, Ex-President of the late Republic of Texas, was in the Cap- 
itol, and asked if it was the pleasure of the House that he should 
invite him to a seat within the Bar. 

When, Mr. Parker, of Tarrant, introduced the following reso- 
lution: , 

Resolved, That the Speaker be requested to invite Gen, Sam 
Houston, Ex-President of the late Republic of Texas, to a seat 
within the Bar of the House, ; 

Mr. Ector offered the following amendment: -> 

ftesolved, 2d. That the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives be authorized to invite Commodore E. W. Moore, to a seat 
within the bar of the Honse of Representatives. 

Mr Ochiltree moved the previous question, upon which the 
yeas and nays were called, and resulted as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Burris, Busby, Charlton, 
Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, Crabbe, Dalrymple, 
Darden of Colorado, Darden of Gonzales, Davis, Dickson, 
Dougherty, Ellison, Gay, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Junker, King, 
Kittreil, Locke, Martin of Henderson, Martin of Lavaca, Mce- 
Clannahan, McCowan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, 
Neblett, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of Tarrant, Pettus, 
Pollock, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of 
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Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stedman, Stout, 
Tarlton, West, Williams, Witt, Wood and Worsham—B6. l 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Askew, Brown, Dancy, Den. 
nis, Devereux, Ector, Francis, Guines, Green, Lath am, Lawhor, 
Parker of A, Parsons, Poag, Rando!ph, Rushing, Sherwood, 
Sullivan, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, ‘Tompkins, T ruehart, 
Waelder and White—97. 

So the previous question was ordered. 

The question being upon the adoption of the original resolu- 
tion, the yeas and nays were ealled for, and resulted as follows: 

Yeas- Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bell, 
Brown, Burress, Busby, Chariton, ‘Cleveland of B, Cleveland of 
L, Crabbe, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of O, Darden of G, Da- 
vis, Dennis, Dever eaux, Dixon, Dougherty, Ector, Elli lison, 
Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Guy, Hale, Hines, Hool cer, Junk- 
er, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H, Mar 
tin of L, McC lanpahan, McCowan, ‘WeMillin, Melton, Middle. 
ton, Moore, Neblett, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A, Parl cer of 
T; Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Polloċi s Randolph, Reeves, Richard 
son, Runnel S, Rushing, ‘Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Har. 
ris, ‘Smith of Harrison, Smith of N, Stedman, Stont, Sullivan, 
Tarlton, Tarver, Tayior, Throck:vorton, Vompkins, Truehart, 
Waelder, West, White, Williams, Witt, Wood and Worsham 
sap 

N axys—Mr Dancy. 

the original resolution was adopted. 

“ Ector introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved. That the Speaker of the House of Reprgsentatives 
be authorized to invite Commodore E. W. Moore toa seat with- 
in the Bar of the House of Representatives. 

Mr Waelder offered the following substitute :- 

ftesolved, That members of the Senate and Hause of Repre 
sentatives of the U. S. Congress, the Governor of this State, 
heads of the different State departments, and Ex-Presidents of 
the Republic of Texas, shall at all times have the privilege of 
seats witkin tbe bar of this Louse, 

Mr. Smith, of Harris, moved to lay the substitute on the table; 
carried. 

Mr. Ochiltree moved to lay the resolution on the table until 
to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock, upon which the yeas and nays 
were called, and resulted as fotlows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bell , Brown, Burress, Busby, Charlton, Cleve: 

land of L, Crabbe, Dalrymple, ‘Davis, Dickson, Dougherty, Hale, 
Hines, King, Kittrell, Martin of L, MeClannahan, McCowan, 
Middleton, “Moore, Neb! ett, Norton , Ochiltree, Parker of T, Pet 
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jus, Richardson, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of Har- 
iison, Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Waelder, West, 
and Worsham—37. - 

Nays—-Messrs. Speaker,. Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Cleveland of B, Crosby, Dancy, Darden of C, Devereux, Ector, 
Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hooker, Junker, Latham, 
Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H, McMillin, Melton, Owings, Par- 
ker of A, Parsons, Poag, Pollock, Runnels, Rushing, Sherwood, 
Smithof N, Sullivan, Tarver, Taylor, Tompkins, Truehart, 
White, Wiliams, and Wood—A4l. 

And so the House refussd to lay the resolution on the table. 

The question then recurring npon the adoption of the resolu- 

jon, the yeas and nays were called for, and resulted as follows: 
Yuas—Messrs, Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Brown, 
Cleveland of B, Cleveland of L, Crosby, Darden of O, Darden 
IG, Davis, Dennis, Devereux, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, 
ay, Green, Hooker, Junker, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, McClan- 
ahan, MeMillin, Melton, Norton, Owings, Parker of A, Par- 
ms, Poag, Pollock, Runnels, Rushing, Sherwood, Smith of N, 
ilivan, Tarlton, "Tarver, Taylor, Truehart, Waelder, West, 
Viliams, Witt and Wood—48. E 

Nays— Messrs.. Ardrey, Burress, Busby, Charlton, Dalrym- 
l, Daney, Dickson, Dougherty, Guy, Hale, Iines, King, Kit- 
ed, McCowan, Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Ochiltree, Parker 
iT, Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Sayles, Shaw, 
aith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Throck- 
oton, White and Worsham—382. 

And so the resolution was adopted, 

lir. Bell moved to reconsider the vote passing the resolition 

iting Commodore ©. W. Moore to a seat within the bar of 
e House, , 

Mr. Tarver moved’ to lay the motion on the table; car— 

d. e 

Mr Dancy offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the resolution, inviting Sam JIouston to a 

lin this House, shall not be construed to endorse his vote on 

s Kansas-Nebraska bill, to which vote this House is opposed. 

Amessage was received fromthe Senate, through their seare- 

„informing the House that the Senate had concurred in the 

mdment of the House to the resolutions relative to the Kan- 

Nebraska Act, cc. 

Ir. Burress moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o’elock, 

Y—lost. : ae 

Ir Crosby moved to lay Mr Daney’s resolution on the table. 

he yeas and nays being called for, stood as follows : 


— 
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Yuas—Messrs. Speaker, Bell, Brown, Burress, Busby, Chaz. 
ton, Cleveland of L, Crabbe, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of G, 
Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ellison, Green, Hale, 
Hines, Junker, King, Kittrell; Locke, Martin of H, Martin of 
L, McClannahan, McCowan, Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Ochil. 
tree, Parker of A. Parker of T, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, 
Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, 
Tarlton, Throckmorton aud West—43. = 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Cleveland of B, Dan. 
cy, Darden of ©, Devereux, Ector, Francis, Gay, Hooker, La. 
tham, McMillin, Owings, Parsons, Poag, Rushing, Sherwood, 
Sullivan, Tarver, Taylor, Truehart, Waelder, White, Williams, 
Witt and Wood—27, ` 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. Davis asked leave to be excused from voting; refused, 

Mr Crosby offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House of Representative 
appoint a committee of two, to act with a like committee ap 
pointed by the Senate, to examine the Offices of Comptroller an 
Treasurer. 

Mr Parker proposed to amend by striking out“ two,” and m 
serting ‘ three ”—accepted. 

And resolution as amended, adopted. | 

The Speaker announced the following standing committee o 
Slaves and Slavery: | 

Messrs. Ochiltree, Bonner, Devereux, Crosby, Smith of Ha 
ris, Busby and Sullivan. 

Mr. McMillin offered the following resolution : | 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Lands be, and thé 
are hereby requested fo enquire into the expediency of passi 
a law to prohibit the practice of lifting land certificates, or scl! 
after entry, location, file or survey, when not made on land pi 
viously appropriated, and that‘they report by bill or otherwis 
adopted. | 

Mr West introduced a bill to authorize the county court 
Travis county to lay and collect a special tax. Read f 
time. i 

Mr Burress offered resolutions concerning Hon Lorenzo Sh 
wood, for the expression of anti-slavery sentiments, in a sped 
delivered by him before this House. | 

On motion of Mr Sherwood, laid on the table, and 1004 
ies ordered to be printed for the use of the House. | 

On motion of Mr Dougherty, Mr Runnels was added to 
eommittee on Internal Improvements. 


93 
| Mr Parker, of Tarrant, introduced a Lill authorizing the as- 
sessor and collector of Tarrant county to collect the taxes now 
assessed in the former territory of Tarrant county, now Parker 
county, and pay over the same to the county treasurer of said 
Parker county. Read first time. ok 

On motion of Mr Brown, Mr Runnels was added to the com- 
mittee on State affairs. e 

On motion of Mr Cleveland of L., the House proceeded-to 
take up the business on the Speaker’s table and orders of the 
day. : 
Mr Locke moved to suspend the rule defining the order of 
business, and to take up the report of the committee on pri- 
vate land claims on the petition of Henry Patrick for relief.— 
House refused. 

A bill to provide for the payment of the six ranging com- 
panies, mustered into the service of the State of Texas, on the 
Ist day of Nov. 1854; recommitted to the joint select commit- 
tee on the subject of the frontier. 

On motion of Mr Ochiltree, the Governor’s message relating 
hereto was also referred to the same committee. 


Milam. Read third time and passed. 

A bill amending an act concerning slaves. Read second 
me and referred to the committee on slaves and slavery. 
A bill to provide for the settlement of decedent’s estates. 
head second time and referred to the committee on the Ju- 
ciary. 

A bill to establish a court for the investigatlon of claims 
vinst the State of Texas. Read second time and referred 
othe committee on the Judiciary. 

A joint resolution to amend the 80, 81, 82 and 83 Sec’s 
f the general provisions of the constitution, Read second 
ime, 

Mr Gaines moved to refer the resolution to the select com- 
ittee on constitutional amendments. 

Mr Davis moved to refer the resolution to the committee 
ithe Judiciary. ; : 
The latter motion having precedence, the question there- 
i was put and lost. se 
Question upon referring the resolution to the select com- 
ite on constitutional amendments, was put and carried. 
On motion of Mr Tarver, the House adojurned notil 
mday, 10 o’clock, A. M. 
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A bill to incorporate the town of Cameron in the county of. 
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' House or REPRESENTATIVES, ? 
Austin, Nov. 26, 1855. §. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Journal of Thursday last read and adopted. 

Mr Williams, representative from District No. 3, appeared, 
presented his credentials, took the oath of office prescribed by 
the Constitution, and his seat. > 

On motion of Mr Kittrell, Mr Neblett was excused from at- 
tendance on the House. 

A message was received from the Governor, through his pri- 
vate secretary. 

Mr Dancy offered the following protest, and asked that it, 
might be spread upon the Journals of the House, which was 
done accordingly: 


# 


PROTEST. 

I protest against the resolution passed by this House ‘on 
Thursday last authorising the‘Speaker to invite Sam Houstcn, 
ex-President of the Republic of Texas. to a seat within the bar 
-of the House, for the following reasons : 

1. Because it is not a legislative act, and we are sent here to 
make laws and not to compliment men. 

2. Because he did not come to Austin as ex-President of | 
Texas, or as Senator of the State, but he came upon an invita- 
tion toa Know Nothing mass meeting and barbecue, as the 
orator of a political party, to make war upon the Democratic 
party of Texas, at a time when he should have been on his way 
to Washington City to attend to his duties as a Senator of Texas. 
Instead of being complimented, he deserved to be rebuked for 
traveling over the State to make Know Nothing speeches, for 
the purpose of advancing the interests of the political party to | 
which he has attached himselt, and thereby absenting himself | 
from his post in the United States Senate, where honor and | 
where duty call him. . i 

3. Because, as President of Texas, be bascly abandoned the 
seat of Government when there was no emergency, and con- 
trary to the constitution and Jaws which he had sworn to sup- 
port, remained absent therefrom during his term of office, and | 
by a series of injuries acted as a blight upon the prosperity ol | 
the west. As many of my constituents were the immediate | 
sufferers from his wrongs and outrages, I am not willing to 
compliment the man who prostituted his high office to wantonly 
and maliciously injure them. l 

I also protest against the resolution in viting Commodore L 


+ 


W- Moore to a seat within the bar of the Hause, because it does 
not properly belong to our duties as -legislators to compliment 
gentlemen, or to establish or follow a system of etiquette. The 
humblest c tizen is entitled to as much respect from this Legis- 
lature as Sam Houston or Commodore Moore, and if we should 
spend our time in complimenting all our good citizens, onr legis- 
lation, in the language of a Frenchman, would be ‘all polite- 
j o J. W. DANOY. 


ness.” 


Mr Pollock presented a letter from the Rev. Holloway L. 
Power, Chaplain elect, declining to accept the oftice of Chap- 
lain, which was read, and ordered to be spread on the Journals, 
as follows : : 


Nacoapocrss, Nov. 16, 1855. 


Hon. W. O. Pollockh—Dear Sir: Yours of the 8th is now be- 
fore me, which I hasten to answer; and I need hardly say fo 
you, that the announcement in yours, of my election to the 
chaplainey of your honorable body, was entirely unexpected 
‘by me. And, while I fee! under obligations to you for the gen- 
erous confidence thereby manifested toward me, I am yet com- 
pelled, most respectfully,.to decline acceptance of the office or 
trust, tendered me by your hon. body. ‘The precarious state of 
my general health, and particularly the nervous debility under 
which, I have long suffered, render me incompetent to discharge 
the duties connected with the chaplaincy. 1 have in addition 
to this, considerable objections to the office of chaplain, as itis 
now recognized both by the Federal and State Legislatures; it 
being, as I conceive, unauthorised by the fundamental law of 
our free and happy country,which hasso wisely divorced Church 
and State. While I make this statement to you, frankly, as an 
old and confidential friend, I wish to say to you and to others, 
who contributed to my election, that I duly appreciate the 
friendship and confidence you have manifested toward me, and 
hope I can truly say, that I believe patriotism and love of coun- 
iry have ever been cherished by me, and that I coneeive true 
christianity to inspire such sentiments in the bosom of its sub- 
jects; and that in obedience to such sentiments, F shall not A 
cease to implore the divine blessings on your deliberations :— : 
That the Supreme Ruler of the universe, may give you wisdom 
m counsel, and harmony in action, and finally crown your labors 
vith the. best of consequences to our beloved and highly favored 
State. Accept the assurance of my friendship and esteem. 
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|!PETITIONS. . l , 

Mr Sayles presented the petition of Gideon Lincicum et al., 
praying for thé passage of a liquor law; referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Tarver presented the petition of William Hewett, pray- 
ing to be recognized as a citizen of Washington county ; refer- 
red to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr Arnold presented the petition of City Council of New 
Braunfels and Comal county, for a charter for the construction 
of abridge over the river Guadalupe; referred to the commit- 
tee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. | 

Mr Stedman presented the petition of Francis Ramsdale for 
relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, Nol. 

Mr Runnels presented the petition of Bennet B Crudeap for 
relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No2. 

Mr Ochiltree presented.the petition of Rob’t S Patton for re- 
lief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No 2° | 

Mr Dalrymple presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Burnet county, praying that the county line of said county, 
west of the Colorado river, may not be changed; referred to 
the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr Sullivan presented the petition of T B Howard for relief; | 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No 2. | 

Mr Cleveland, of Bexar, presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Bandera county, asking for a new Judicial District; § 
referred to the select committee on Judicial Districts. — 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. ` 
Mr Tarver, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made | 
the following reports : | 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the | 
petition of William C Tremble, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, have considered the same, and instruct me to report that 
the facts set forth in said petition and accompanying documents | 
do not present such a case as would authorise the Legislature 
to gran tthe relief prayed for. The committee recommend | 
that the consideration of said petition be indefinitely postponed. 
All of which isrespectfully submitted. | 

Received to come up in its regular order. | 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a re- | 
solution instructing said committee to inquire into the propriety 
of increasing the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme and 
District Courts, have carefully considered the same, and have 
instructed me to report: That in the opinion of the committee | 
the present condition ot our State calls loudly for an increase} 
of the salaries of our Judges. | 


of 


The salaries of those officera were fixed by the convention of 5 
1845, which formed our State Constitution; and by-the- provi» is 
sions ot that instrument, those salaries were to remain unaltered J 


for ten years. 

At the time those salaries were fixed, Texas was just merg- 
ing her existence as an independent republic, in that of a sov- 
ereign State of the Union—heavily oppressed with her revolu- ; 
tionary debt, having an empty treasury, and a sparse population, 
and no other source of revenue than that of taxation. The.salac 
ries as then fixed were liberal enough. __ 

Our condition now is materially altered. We have no means’ ‘ 
of ascertaining with accuracy the relative population of the 
years 1845 and 1855; but doubtless under the impulse of im- 
migration, and of natural increase, the number of- our inhabi- 
ants is now néarly three times as great as that of the year 1845. 

Instead of $34,391,176 of taxable property in 1846, we have 
now, in 1855, $149,521,451 subject to taxation. Instead of. an 
empty treasury, we have now a surplus of several millions. 

This rapid increase of population and wealth, involves ne- 
cessarily a like increase of labor and responsibility on the part 
of the Judiciary. = 

Our immense territory is being settled; grave questions, af- 
fecting great interests of property, are daily arising, and must 
be adjudicated by our Courts. „How important then that we 
should secure for judicial officers, eminent ability and incor- 
ruptible integrity? Can it be expected that we should any 

louger command the best talent of the State for such poor sala- 
ries as are now paid? l l 

It is notorieus that the cost of living is now nearly double oe 
what it was ten years ago. It is a fact that mosttawyers in me 
good EA rom their protession a larger income than 
the present salaries of our Judges. It is also true that our Judges 
are, from the nature of their offices, prohibited from, pursuing 
most of the other avocations of life. Nor canit be denied. that 
their present salaries are insufficient to educate and support a 
family. The result of the present policy, if persisted in, must 
either be to drive from the bench all but men of fortune, or to 
fill it with. those who lack the ability to succeed in their pro- 
fession, which is. the best: evidence of their unfitness for. the- 
Bench.. Either-result is to be deplored: 

It is no answer to these facts.and arguments to refer to the- 
character of those gentlemen who now fill these stations upon 
. our Supreme Bench. 'Those who were appointed in 1846, still 
continue. , ; 
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In the selection of her Judges, Texas has been peculiarly for- 
tunate. No legal tribunal in the country surpasses them. Their 
honesty, ability, and purity are undoubted. But if from motives 
of patriotism or equally honorable professional pride, the sev- 
eral incumbents have chosen to serve their country for inade- 
quate salaried, is it Just or generous in us to command a like 
sacrifice for all time to come? Your committee believe it is 
the interest of the State that its laws should be ably and faith- 
fully administered, and that it is not a mere question of dollars 
and cents. A niggardly policy whieh would withhold an ade- 
quate, nay, a liberal salary, we believe to be false economy. 
We regard the judiciary as by far the most important depart- 
ment of the Government. Should there bea corrupt Bxeeutive, 
the Legislature will restrain him. Is the Legislature imbecile 
or dishonest? The people, at the first election, can change it, 
and the injury is but temporary. Should the Exeentiveand the 
Legislature eombine to overturx the Constitution of the country, 
the Judiciary interposes its strong arm and stays them. But if 
the Judiciary be faithless, and unworthy of trust, it jeopardises 
the fortune, the reputation, and the life of each citizen. Let 
us then, by an enlightened and liberal policy, cultivate in our 
Judiciary that patriotic firmness and manly independence se 
essential to its efficiency. 

The committee report the accompanying bill and recommend 
its passage. Respectfully submitted. | 
Report received and bill read first time. 
Mr Throckmorton, chairman of the committee on Internal | 
Improvements, made the following report : i 
The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re 
ferred a bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Texas Tron, 
Steel and Copper Manufacturing and Mining Company, have 
had the same under consideration, and with the accompanying 
amendments, the committee have instructed me to report the 
bill back to the House and recommend its passage. 
Report received, to come up in its regular order. | 
Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on En grossed Bills 
made the following report : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to| 
be entitled an Act to make valid surveys made by the county 
surveyor of Van Zandt county, and a bill to be entitled an Act 
to legalize the creation of Van Zandt county, and find the 
same correctly engrossed. | 
Report accepted. 
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‘BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. a4 
Mr Rashing introduced a bill to change the name- of Martha 
R Eppinger to Martha R Bonner; read first time. 


Mr Witt introduced a bill to legalize the county seal‘of Dallas i? 
county; read first time. l 

Mr Bell introduced a' bill for the relief of John Atkinson ; i 
read first time. . ; ' 

Mr Reeves introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of John 3 
Smith, deceased; read first time. l i 


The following communications from his Excellency, the Gov- 


ernor, were then read and referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary : l 
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Exxroutivn OFFICE, 
és Austin, November 24, 1855. 4 
Gentlemen of the Senate aad House of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith a partial report from the Commissioners 
to prepare a Code, amending, supplying, revising, digesting and 
arranging the laws, civil and eriminal. This report contains 
“Phe Code of Civil Procedure,” preceded by a short statement 
from the Commissoners of the principles that controlled them 
in its preparation. I learn from them that they have prepared 
in addition to this, “a Code of Criminal Procedure,” “a Penal 
Code.” and “a Revision, with Amendments, of the General 
Statutes,” all of which will be ready to be delivered to the Le- 
gislature in a few days. Two hundred copies of this report are 
ready.tor delivery to the two Houses of the Legislature. T 
have given some examination to this part.of the labors of the 


committee, and belleve that its adoption will be benficial to the 
State. 
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“ExrcuTIÝE OFFICE, 
- i ; l Anstin, November 24,.1855. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith a furthér report from the Commissioners 
to prepare a Code, amending, supplying, revising, digesting, 
and arranging the Laws, Civil and Criminal. ‘This report con- 
tains-“ the Code of Criminal Procedure,” preceded by a state- 
ment from the Commissioners of the principles on which they 
had acted in ifs preparation. Two hundred copies of this re- 
port are ready for delivery to the two houses of the Legislature. 
From a careful examination of this Coce, L have no hesitation 
in recommending it for your adoption: 

The following communication from his Excellency, the Gov- 


ernor, was read and referred to the committee on Military 
Affairs, 
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_, Executive Orrten; $ 
Austin Nov, 22d, 1855. f 


‘Gentlemen of the Senate; 
and House of Representatsves: 
' [transmit herewith a statement of the amount: that will be. 
necessary to pay, for the supplies, &c,, furnished Capt. James H. 
Callahan’s company of: rangers, with the verchers for the same, 
and also an estimate of about the amount that will be required: 
-to-pay said company for their.services, &c., and for horses, arms, 
equipment, &c., all of which -it-is. estimated will reqnire about 
of $16,091 12-100. l ` 
This subject was referred te in the. Message I-had the lronor to 
submit to you atthe commencement of your session, and I now 
renew the recommendation then made, that an appropriation be 
made for the payment of these claims. j 

I also call your attention to the propriety of.payieg-those vol- 
unteers under the eommand of Captains Benton and Henry, who 
joined Captain Callahan on the 15th of September last, and ac- 
companied him in his expedition across the Rio Grande; these 
two companies were in service about one month. 

I transmit herewith a roll òf Captain Benton’s company, which, 
consisted of twenty-seven men in all. Ne roll of, Captain 
Henry’s company. has been returned to this office, but it-is-under- 
stood that his command consisted of from thirty to fofty men. | 
Captain Benton’s roll also shows the, losses bf Arms, Horses, | 
&c., in service, and it is understood that’ some losses of the kind 
were sustained by Captain Henry’s command. 

The following communication from, the Hen. Thos. J.. Rusk $ 
was read, and referred to committee on State affairs. 

Nocoapocues, Nov, 15th, 1855. 
© Hox. H: P. Bee—Dear Sm :—By this mail I: send. you 
twenty volumes of the Globe and appendix,*coutaining the de- 
bates in Congress since 1847, for the use of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. If the House will adopt some measure for their 
preservation for the use of future Legislatures, I will endeavor 


during the next session of Congress to procure for that purpose 
the -back numbers of the work. Very truly yours, 
"Puos. J. Rusk. 


The Speaker announced the following committee to examine 


the books of the Comptroller and Treasurer : E 


Messrs. Crosby, Ardroy, and Brown. 
By leave of the House, Mr Ector presented a memorial from 


the members of the bar of the Sixth judicial district, asking fo 
the creation of a new judicial distriet ; referred to committee. 0! 


judicial distriets. 
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' {On motion of Mr White, the House proceeded:to the business 
' Hn the Speakers table and orders of the-day. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY, 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of Andy Cox, deceased’; read 
second time and referred to the committee on private land claims 
No 2. 

A bill for the relief of John A Robb. Read second time and 
referred:to committee on private land claims No 1. 

A bill for the relief of pre-emption claimants. Read second 
time and referred to committee on public lands. ; 

A message was received from the Senate through their Seere- 
tary, Informing the House of the passage of the following bills, 
originating in the Senate: 

A bill requiring all genuine evidence of claim to land to be t 
located by time therein specified. 

A bill confirming certain headright grants on the boundary 
line of Austin’s colony and Robertson’s colony. 

A bill to incorporate the Galvesten island University. 

A bill making an appropriation of ten thousand dollars to de- 
fray the contingeut expenses of the Sixth Legislature. 

A. bill ‘to incorporate the Galveston Reading Club. 

A bill to create the Fifteenth Judicial District, provide for the 
election of a Judge and District Attorney thereof; and to define 
the time of holding cvurts in the same. 

A bill to incorporate John M Gibson Lodge No 13, of LOO 
F. Read second time and ordered to be engrossod. 

A bill granting pre-emptionof three hundred and twenty acres 
of land to actual settlers, and regulating the procuring of titles 
thereto. Read second time and referred to committee on pub- 
lic lands, | l 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of Matthias Wilbarger, deceas- 
ed. Read second time. and referred to committee on private 
land claims No 2. l i 

A bill relative to the qualification of Judges and Jurors. Read 
second time and referred to committee ou the judiciary. 

‘A bill amendatory of an act, entitled an act to organize county 
courts—approved March 16th, 1848. Read second time and ‘re; 
ferred to the committee on the Jadiciary. 

_A bill for the relief of William C Sypert. Read second time 
and .referred to the committee on private land claims‘ No 2, 

A bill for the relief of James Drake; read second time and re- 
ferred to committee on private land claims No 2. 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to perfect Jand 
titles in -Castro’s colony—approved January 22d, 1850; read 
second time and referred to the committee on public lands. 


1 


e 2 ae 


102° ; 


A bill to create a Board of State Land Commissioners, and to* 
define their powers and duties; read-second time and referred te 
the committee on the judidiary. 

A bill to amend'the 45th section’ of an act’supplemental to an“ 
act concerning crimes and punishments ; read second time and 
referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A joint resolution to strike from the Constitution the 27th sec- 
tion ofarticle 3d; read second time and referred to the commit- 
tee on constitutional amend ments. 

A bill anthorizing a cértain credit to be entered ‘on the books 
of the comptroller; read second time and referred to the com- 
mittee on finance, f 

A bill to compensate Assessors and Colleétors for taking the 
scholastic population in their respective counties; read second: 
time and referred to committtee on Finance, 

A bill for- the relief of Egbert Grant; read’ second time and re-- 
ferred to the committee on private land claims No 2. 

A Bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Jostina E Heath, deceased; read’second timé and referred to the 
committee on private land claims No 1. 

A bill requiring the commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue tothe heirs of David Crockett, deceaséd, a certificate for’ 
one league and one labor of land; read second time and referred 
to the committee on public lands, - 

A bill to fix the salary of the Governor; read second time 
and referred to the committee on State affairs. 

A. report of the committe on the Judiciary, on the petition of 
sundry citizens of Harrison county, praying for anew Judiciat 
District,fakén up and adcpted, 

On motion of Mr Tarver, the motion of Mr Bell to reconsider 
the vote passing the resolution inviting Commodore E W Moore 
to a seat within the bar of the House, was taken from the tabte 
whereupon, by leave of the House, Mr Bell withdrew said mo- 
ton, i 

The report of the select committee on the petition of Collin 
McKinney, and accompanying bill, taken up; bill read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary on the petition 
of Julius Valentine Cook, with accompanying bill; bill read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1, 
on the petitions of Henry Patrick and Josialy D Turner ; report 
adopted. l 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, No. f, 
on the petitions of R A Powdrell, Saml H King ané-C M Gools- 
by, and accompanying bills; bills read second time. 
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Mr Dancy offered the following amendment to the bill for the 


| relief of the heirs of Win P King, deceased : 
| - Strike out, “Be it further enacted,” wherever it occurs in the 
| bil; adopted, and bills ordered to be engrossed. 

A joint resolutionyto strike from the Constitution Section 3d 
of Article 6th; read second ttmeand referred to the committee 
on Constitutional Amendments. 

A bill to amend an Act entitled an Act regulating Attachments; 
read second time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of Wm W Byers and his wife Jane S 
Byers; read second time and referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, No. 1. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Callier, deceased ; 
read second time and referred te the committee on Private Land 
Claims, No. 2. 

A bill for the relief of GG Williams: read second time and 
referred to the committee õn Private Land Claims, No. 1 3 

A bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to regulate procéed- 
ings in the District Courts; approved May 13, 1841 ; ; read second 
time and referred to the committee on the J adieiary. 


Chook; read second tiine and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate Walker Lodge, No. 19, I. O. O. F.; read 
second ime. Mr Stedman mowed that the bill be engrossed. 

Mr Dancy moved to refer the bill fo the committee on State 
Affairs; lost. 

The questio recurring on the engrossment of the bill, the 
same was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bili supplementary to an act to incorporate the Marshall 
Railroad Company, and to amend the 2d Section of the same ; 
read second time and referred to the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, 

A bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to organize Justices’s 
Courts, and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, 
approved March 20, 1841; read second time and referred to 
the committee on the J ndiciary. 

A bill to define the time of holding the District Courts of the 
18th Judicial District ; read second time and referred tothe com- 
mittee cn Judicial Districts. 

A bill to enable the counties throngh which the Galveston, 


contiguous to the same, to subscribe for stock therein; read 
second time and referred to the committee an the Judiciar y- 

A bill supplementary to an Act entitled an Act donating to 
settlers on vacant public domain 160 acres of land, approved 


A bill to change the name of Susan P Cannon to Susan P. ° 
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Feb’y 18,1854; read second time and referred-to the commit. 
tee on Internal improvements. a 
A bill to amend an Act entitled an Act defining the office and 
duties of Sheriffs, approved May 12, 1846; read second time 
and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
A bill for the relief of those who live within the limits of the 
Mississippi and Pacifie Railroad reserve; read second time and 
referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 
A bill supplementary to an Act entitled an Act to restore 
lands sold for taxes and purchased by the State to the former 
owners, approved Jan’y 28, 1852; read second time and re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
` A bill to confirm titles to land in the colonies ot Austin and 
DeWitt; read second time and referred to the.committee on 
Public Lands. 
A bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to regulate fees of 
éffice, approved March 28, 1848 ; read second time’and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. | 2 : 
A bill allowing and requiring County Commissioners to be 
furnished the General Laws of the State of Texas; read second | 
time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
A bill to regulate Interest; read second time and referred to | 
the committee on Judiciary. ! 
A bill to change the name of Hannah Jane Gainer to Han- | 
nah Jane Wiggins; read second time and referred to the cont | 
mittee on the Judiciary. á ] 
A bill for the relief of Richard Rowe , read second timeand | 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 
A bill for the relief of Joseph Derud ; read seeond time and | 
referred to tae committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1.- 
A bill for the relief of Jacob Knapp; read second time and } 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. 7 
A bill to provide for the improvement of a certain road lead- | 
ing through the Neches River swamp; read second time and 4 
referred to the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 
A’bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to organize County | 
Courts,.approved March 16, 1848; read second time and re- | 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. i 
A bill from the Senate to allow Clinton Thompson, a minor, § 
to take possession and control of his estate; and to transact busi- $ 
ness as though he were of fall age; read second time and re- | 
ferred to the committee-on the Judiciary. >- i 
The report of the comnzittee on Claims and Accounts, on the | 
petition of Kindales Bryan, with accompanying bill, for bis į 
relief; bill read second time and ordered to be engrossed. a 
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s The report ot the committee on Education upon so much of 
the Governor’s Message as refers to Deaf, Dumb and Blind 
Schools, as well as Seminaries, laid upon the table. 

The report of the committee on Education on the memoria! 
of the citizens of Linden, Cass county ; report laid on the tables 
and petition referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
` The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
petitions of E M Thomason, John © Clark, Richard T Barnett 
and Willian: W Byers, with accompanying bill, for their relief ; 
„bill read second time and ordered te be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims on the 
petition of Denis and Richard Meade; adopted. 

A. bill to provide for the translation of certain historical doc- 
pepe ; on motion of Mr Brown referred to a select committee 
of five. 

A-bill to exempt the four leagues of laud granted to eneh 
county from taxation; read second time and referred to the 
committee on Education. . 

A bill to amend an Act regulating the office of County Trea- 
surer; read second time and referred to the committee on 
Finance. 

A bill to regulate and restrict the sale of spirituous liquors ; 
read second time and referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the 
rivers of the State; read second time and referred to the com— 
mittee on Internal Improvements. l 

A bill to extend the time ot holding the County Court of 
Smith County ; read second time and referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A bill to better define the west boundary line of Grayson 
county, and the east boundary line of Cooke county ; read sec- 
ond time and referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 
A bill to amend the 9th Section of an Act entitled an Act te 
establish a State Penitentiary, approved March 13, 1848; read 
second time and referred to the committee on tue Penitentiary. 
A bill to authorise the Distriet Clerk of Harrison county to 
transcribe certain records ; read second time and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. , 

A bill to exempt one or more negroes, not exceeding five, 
from execution or forced sale ; read second time anď'reterred to 
the committee on State Affairs. l 

A bill supplementary to an Act entitled an Act making pro~ 
vision for running and marking the boundary line between the 
Staté of Texas and the territories of the United States; read 
Second time and referred to the committee on Finance. 
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A bill to authorise the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue patents and certificates in Castro’s colony in cer- 
tain cases; read second tiine and referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. l i 

A bill for the relief of Standford Lindsey ; read second time 
and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1, 

À hill for the relief of Reuben B Vest; read second`time 
and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. 

A bill from the Senate to incorporate the Texas Cotton Seed 
Oil and Paper Manufacturing Company ; read first time. 

A. bill from the Senate*to amend the 4th’section of an Act 
entitled an Act regulating Attachments, approved March 11, 
1848 ; read first time. 

A bill from the Senate to authorise the County Court of Che- 
rokee county to levy an additional tax for the purpose of byild- 
ing a jail; read first time. l 

A bill from the Senate supplementary to an Act authorising 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue patents 
‘on certificates issued by the Board of Land Commissioners of 
Robertson county under certain restrictions, approved Feb’y 5, 
1850; read first time. - 

A bill from the Senate for the relief of Harrison county ; 
read first time. 

A bill from the Senate to amènd`an Act regulating Public 
Printing ; read first time. i 

A bill from the Senate to incorporate the Texas and New 
Orleans Telegraph Company ; read first time. - 

A bill from the Senate authorizing the transfer of certain 
stock bonds on certain ccnditions; read first time. 

A bill from the Senate to authorise agents or attorneys at 
law to make affidavits in certain cases; read first time. 

A bill from tlie Senate to anthorise the Clerk of the District 
Court of Washington county to transcribe certain records therein 
named ; read first time. , 

A bill from the Sentae granting the consent of Texas to the 
United States to construct breakwaters, jettys, dams and other 
improvements on the coast of Texas; read first time. 

My White in the chair. 

A bill from the Senate for the relief of the beirs of Elizabeth 
Taylor; read first time. , 

By leave of the Honse, Mr Kittrell withdrew the bill for the 
relief of W W Byers.and wife. _ 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims on the 
petition of John M Wade; Mr Brown moved to lay the report 
on the table; lost. i 


tor 


On motion of Mr Taylor, report adopted. 


| On motion of Mr Crosby, the vote referring to the committee 
ion Finance a biil supplementary to an Act entitled an Act 
| making proyision for running and marking the boundary line 
| between the State of Texas and the territories ‘of the United 
States, was reconsidered, and the billreferred to the committee 

| on Federal Relations. 


The report of the committee on Private Land Claims on the 
petition of James W Taylor, with accompanying bill; read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion’of Mr Tarver, the vote ordering the engrossment 
of the bill was reconsidered, when Mr Taylor proposed the- 
following améudment: Strike out “the proviso” in the bill; 
adopted ; bill, as amended, ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims on the 
pstitions of David F Owen and Abner B Spear, with accom— 
panying bill, for their relief; bill read second time. * 

On motion of Mr Cleveland,-of E , the bill was recommitted 
to the cominittee on the Judiciary. 

The report of the committee ot- Private Land Claims, on the. 
petition of John Spear. 

On motion-of Mr Throckmorton, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr-Dancy, the joint resolution relating to the 
votes of Senators Rusk and Houston on- the Kansas, Nebraska 
Act; taken tip and read second time. 

Mr Stedman moved to adjourn until to-morrow at 10 o’clock, 
iM. 

On motion of Mr Cleveland, of L., a ‘call of the House was 
ordered: se $ 

On motion of Mr Stedman; Mr Crabbe was-exeused from at— 
tendance on the House. | 

On motion of Mr Wood, Mr Hines was excused from atten- 
lance on the Honse. 

On motion of Mr Tarver,further call of the House suspended. 
The question recurring upon the motion to adjourn until to- 
horrow, 10 o’clock a. m., was put and lost.. 

Mr Stedman offered the following amendment to the joint 
‘solution : 

Amend by adding “ Resolved further, that the Legislature of 
he State of Texas approve’ of the votes of General Sam Hous- 
m against the River and Harbor Bill and the Collins Steamer 
ill, passed by the 33d.Congress of the United States, and of 
te vefoes of those bills by President Pierce, and disapprove of 
le votes of General Thomas J. Rusk in favor of those measures. 
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Mr Pollock moved to lay the amendment on the table. 

The yeas and nays being called for, the vote stood as follows’; 

Yuas—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold; Askew, 
Bonner, Brown, Burress, Busby, Cleveland, of B., Dancy, Dar- 
den, of C., Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Dougherty, Ector, Elli- 
son, Francis, Gaines, Green, Guy, Hooker, King, Latham, Law- 
hon, Locke, {McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Moore, Norton, Ochil- 
tree, Owings, Parker, of A., Parker, of T., Parsons, Pettus, 
Poig, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rush- 
ing, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith, of Harris, Smith, of Newton, 
Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, True- 
hart, Waelder, White, Williams, of L., Williams, of S., Witt 
and Wood—62. : l ; 

Nays—Messrs Cleveland, of L., Dalrymple; Dickson, Hale, 
Junker, Kittrell, Martin, of H., Martin, of. L., McClanahan, 
Middleton, Sayles, Smith, of H’n, Stedman and Worsham—}. 

And so the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr Cleveland, of Liberty, offered the following amendment, 
. Amend by adding, “and also that this Legislature disap- 
proves of the vote of Sam Houston on the bill establishing a ter- 
ritorial government for the territory of Oregon.” 

Speaker in the chair. 

Mr Ochiltree moved the previous question. 

Mr Tarlton moved to adjourn until to-morrow, 10 o’clock a.m, 

The Speaker decided that .a motion to adjourn was out a 
order, the motion to order the previous question having been 
actually put. 

Mr Stedman moved a call of the House; call not sustained 
by fifteen members. ` ee 

The question before the House being “shall the main ques 
tion -be now pul?” the yeas and nays being demanded, the vote 
stood as*follows: z ; 

` Yeas.—Messrs Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bonnel, 

Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland, of B., Dennis, Devereau, 
Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hale, Hook 
er, Junker, King, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, McMillin, Melton 
Merrick, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker, of A., Pa! 
ker, of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Reeves, Richardso 
Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith, of Harri 
Smith, of. Newton, Stout, Sullivan, Taylor, Truehart, Waelde 
Witliams, of L, Williams, of S., Witt and Wood—54. 

Nays—Messrs Speaker, Bell, Burress,Cleveland, of L, Dane 
Darden, of C., Davis, Dickson, Kittrell, Martin,-of L., McCla 
ahan, Middleton, Randolph, Smith, ot Harrison, Stedman, Tar 
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ton; Tarver, Throckmorton, Tompkins, White and Worsham—231. 


# 


- And:so.the previous question was ordered. - . 
‘Fhe question being upon the engrossment of: the resolation, 


tle yeas and nays were called for, and resulted as follows :: 


¥uas—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey,- Arnold, Askew; 
Bell, Bonner, Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland, of B., Crosby, . 
Dancy, Darden, of C., Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Dickson,. 
Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hale, Hook- 
er, Junker, -King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin, of 
L., McClanahan, McMillan, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, 


-Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker, of A., Parker, of T., Par— 


sons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Run- 
nels, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith, of Harris, Smith, 
of N., Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Throckmor— 
ton, Tompkins, Taylor Truehart, Waelder, White, Williams, 


of L., Williams, of S., Witt, Wood and Worsham—74. 


Nars—Messrs Burress, Cleveland, of L., and Smith, of Har.. 
zison—3. `` 

So the resolution was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Charlton, the House adjourned until to— 
morrow at 10.0’clock A. M.. 


Austin, November 27th, 1855. 
House met pursuant -tọ adjournment—roll caled—quorum. 


present. 
Journal of yesterday read, amended, and adopted. 
Mr Burress obtained leaye to change his vote from nay to-yea, 


‘on the engrossment of the joint resolution relative to the votes of ` 


Senators Rusk. and Houston on the Kansas-Nebraska Act, - 

On motion of Mr Locke, the vote adopting the report of the 
committee on private land claims,No.1, upon the petition of Henry. 
Patrick was reconsidered; motion to adopt report withdrawn, 
and petition recommtted to committee on public lands. 

PETITIONS. - 

Mr West presented the petition of F. P. Sawyer, asking the. 
privilege of constructing a toll bridge across Walnut ‘creek, in. 
Travis county ; referred to committee on roads, bridges, ‘and. 
ferries. 


Also the petition of. B. S. Lawrence, for relief; referred to. 


- 


committee on claims and accounts. 
Also the petition of- Hopkins, for reliefs referred to com- 


mittee on. claims and accounts. ` 


Mr Latham. presented the petition of P. O. Shannon, for relief ; - 


+ 


referred to committee-on private land claims, No. 2., 
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Mr Brown presented the memorial of Ann McKenzie, for 
relief; referred to committee on State affairs. =~ a 

Mr Ochiltree presented the petition of Wm. M. Shepard, for 
relief ; referred to committee on private land claims, No. 1. 

Mr Waelder presented the petition of Richard Riley, for the 
legitimation of Richard Riley, Jr., and Margeret Riley ; referred 
‘to committee on the Judiciary. l 

Mr Dalrymple presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Bexar county, praying for a new county; referred to committee 
on county boundaries. a 

Mr King presented the petition of George Neill, for relief, 
referred to committee on claims and accounts, - 

Mr Ardrey presented the petition of Jane M Simpson and 
others, for relief; referred to committee on private land claims, 
No. 1. 5 
Mr Dougherty presented the petition of Johu H Franklin, far 
relief; referred to committee on private land claims, No. 1. 

Mr Gay presented the petition of Jessee Burnam,.for relief; 
referred to oommittee on claims and accounts. l 

Mr Davis presented the memorial of the Cherokee association, 
for relief; referred to committee on education. 

Mr Tarlton presented the petition of R. L. Hightower, for per- 
mission to obtain license to practice law; referred to committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A message was received from the Senate through theirig 
Secretary, informing the House of the passage of the fol- 
lowing bills originating in the Senate: . > . 

A bill to be entitled, an act supplementary to an act of Feb. 
28th, 1840, concerning wills, and authorizing persons to dispose 
of their estates by will. 

A bill to establish and incorporate a literary institute, under 
the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas annual confer- 
efice, located at Starrville, in Smith connty, Texas. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to establish and incorporate a litet 
ary institution, under the supervision and control of the Eastern] 
Texas annual conference—located at or near the Town of Gil- 
mer, Upshur county. ; 

A bill to incorporate Hopkins’ encampment No. 7, of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, ` 

A bill to incorporate Lagrange Lodge No. 30, of the Indepen: 
dent Order of Odd Fellows. 

A bill conferring power-on county conrts, and town and city 
corporate anthorities, to establish quarantine regulations. 

- A bill anthorizing and requiring the Governor of the State to 


lif 


tanse the tnlocated balance of the amenir lands te be 
surveyed. 

A bill for the relief of Noah T. Byars., - 

A bill making an appropriation of seven thousand dollars for 
the indemnification of the owners of slaves executed. 

A-biil to be entitled, an act to define the time of holding the 
district courts in the county of Cameron. 

A bill authorising and requiring the Trexsurer to transfer the 
specie in the Treasury belonging to the-school fund, &e. 

`A bill to authorize the heirs of Martha Barker, or her assigns, 
to raise a location therein named, and to locate esane oao any 
vacant land. : 

A-bill for the protection of the lands that have been, or may 
hereafter be granted for purpcses of educatiom 

A bill to be entitled, an actto incorporete the Austin city bridge 
company. y 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr Randolph, chairman of the committee on claims and ac- 
counts, made the following report: 


To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, œe., 


The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of Fred W Moore, have duly considered the same, 
and l am instructed by the committee to report the accompanying 
bill for his relief, and recommend its passage; report received, 
and bill read first tirue, 

Mr Darden of G., chairman of me committee ou enrolled bills, 
made the following. report: 

To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, E 7 


The committee on enrolled bills presented on yesterday, Nov. 
26th, to the Governor for his signature, 


AN ACT 


Entitled an act, to amend an act, entitled an act to incorporate 
the city of San Antonio—approved January 14th, 1842; report 
accepted. 

Mr Randotph, chairman of the cominittee on claims and ac- 
counts, made the following reports : 


Lo the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, be. ` 


The committee op claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of Ann Matilda Mason and, Joseph Mason, have had 
the same under consideration, and I am instructed by said com- 
mittee to feport the same back to the House, and-ask its rejection; 
report received to come up in its oem order, 
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The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of M. Arrocha de Belden, and a bill for the relief of 
Peter Gallagher, and the-legal representatives of Archibald 
Fitzgerald, and accompanying documents, and having had the 
same under consideration, I am instructed to report ‘the same 
back to the House, and recommend that they be referred to the 
committee on public debt; report received to come up in its 
regular order. 

Mr Parker of T., chairman of the committee on State affairs, 
made the following report : 


To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, de. -3 


The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred a pe- 
tition asking the incorporation of the town of Lexington, in 
Burleson county, have carefully examined the same, and report 
the accompanying bill and recommend its passage; Report re- 
ceived, and bill read first time. 

Mr Cleveland of L., chairman of the committee on private 
iand'claims No. 2, made the following report : 


To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, ke. 


The committee on private land claims No. 2, to whom was re. 
ferred the petition of the heirs of Hiram Hovey asking for land, 
have considered the same, and are of opinion that the proof ad. 
duced is insufficient to entitle the petitioner to any relief, and 
instruct me to report the said petition back to the House, and 
recommend its rejection ; report received to come up in its regu- 
- Jar order. 

Mr Kittrell, chairman of the committee on, education, made: 
the following report: 


‘Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, eo. . 


The committee on education, to whom was referred a bill en- 
titled an act to set apart one-fifth of the taxes annually paid 
into the State Treasnry for educational purposes, have had the 
same under consideration, and instructed. me. to -report that. in 
view. of the paramount importance - -of the-cause of education, 
and the probability that its interest may: be overlooked amidst the 
great multiplicity of business. that will claim the attention of this 
Legislature, therefore we are of.the-opinion.that some further 
and certain provision shall be made for the promotion of this 
cause other than that provided by the State -constitution ; there- 
fore the committee have instructed me to report the following 
substitute, and recommend its passage ; report received to comé 
up in its regular order, 

Mr Shaw, Chairman of Committee on Private: Land Claims 
Wo. 1, made the following report : 


4 
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Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, ke. l icon 

. The committee on Private Land Claims No 1., to whom was 
referred the several petitions of Loisann Sapp, the heirs’ of Josh- 
ua E Heath, deceased, and the heirs of Clayton Portman, dec’d., 
and the heirs of John Marshall, deceased, have had the same 
under consideration, and, from the testimony embraced in their 
several petitions, it is evident that they are entitled to the relief 
prayed for, under our laws; the committee have therefore in- 
structed me to report favorably upon each and severally their 
claims, and recommend the passage of the following bill for their 
relief.—Report received and bill réad firstime. ` 

Aiso; Mr Shaw made the following report: ` , 

The committee on. Private Land Claims, No. 1, to whom was 
referred the petition of Andérson D. Rice, have had the same 
under.consideration, and from the’ evidence, believe he is not 
entitled-to the relief prayed for. ‘Fhe committee have, there- 
fore, instructed ‘me to report unfavorably on said claim, and to 
be discharged frorn the further consideration of the same. ~*~ 

Report received, to.come up in its regular order. > * 

Mr King, chairman on the part of the House of the joint 
select committee on the protection of the frontier, made the fol- 
lowing report: > ; pey l 
Hon. H..P.. Bee, Speaker che., 


The joint select cominittee of both Houses of the Legislature; 
to whom was referred two bills for the protection of the frontier, 
one emanating’in the Senate, and the other in the House of Rep- 
résentatives, have had the same under consideration, and a ma- 
jority of said committee have instructed me to make the follow- 
ing report : l : 

The Indias. are as scattered as the wolves of the prairies, and 
like the wolves, come -when least expeeted, in gangs of ten or 
fifteen or twenty. ‘They rob and murder, and are 6ff ayain ; one. 
can hardly say where. To meet sucha case is certainly atten- 
ded with ‘difficulty; but the committee have digested a plan 
which they think they can confidently offer as better adapted to 
| the peculiarities of the case. The plan proposes to extend aid*to 

those who are now forced to defend themselves. The commit- 
tee instruct the undersigned -to offer the enclosed bill, to-be-en- 
titled « An Act to muster into service’ minute men for thé prò- 
tection of the Frontier Settlements,” as a substitute -for the bills 
referred to them, and recommend the passage of the -same.—Re- 
port received, to come up in its regular order, - © > 0 > 

H. C. M’Culloch, et. al. minority ofthe joint select committee 
made the following report : ee Be ae 
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Hon. D. O. Dickson, President of the Senate, and 

Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker of thé House of Representatives : 
_ We, a minority of the seleet committee of both Houses of the 
Legislature, to whom was referred two bills for the protection of 
the Frontier, one emenating in the Senate and the other in the 
House of Representatives, have, with the balance of the commit- 
tee, duly considered the same and feel constrained to dissent 
from the report of the majority. 

We cannot believe that the organization of the militia under 
the provisions of the bill recommended by the majority, will or 
can benefit the citizegs now exposed on the frontier much, if 
any, and are satisfied that it does not meet the wants of the suf- 
fering people. 

The number of men is not sufficient, as we conceive, nor does 
the organization meet our views. ‘There shouid be fall compa- 
nies organizéd, and instead of remaining in the settlements, and 
at their homes, until the Indians commit depredations upon the § 
citizens, they should be kept in active service beyond the ex- 

sed settlements to meet and repel the advancing foe, before the 
blood of the settler is shed or his property stolen. It is not the | 
money that the frontier man wants (the $1,50 per day for pursu- 
ing his stolen property, if perchance he be left alive to join in 
the pursuit) but that protection which will enable him to remain 
at home quietly in his agricultural pursuits.. We do not desire 
to see the frontier settler forced to turn soldier for defenée of 
that family which his government should protect, and while he 
is absent from them in the discharge of his duties as such, leave 
them exposed to the merciless savages that may be lurking about 
their habitation. 

Then it does, seem to us that the force which is: proposed to 
be organized under the provisions of the bill reported by the ma- 
jority, is so far from the requirements of all the laws and prece-| 
dents of the United States Government in organizing the militia) 
or volunteers, that we could not expect that government to recog- 
nize the act, or make provision for refunding the money expended 
for that purpose when demanded by Texas, while on the other 
hand, if there was some similarity of arrangement, to that adopted 
by that government, she -would be better enabled to understand 
and appreciate it, and would certainly be more apt to pay it back 
to this State. : 

‘We still contend that one thousand men are no mare than the 
wants of our extended and suffering frontier demands—and ean 
not agree to anything short of the raising of five hundred men 

for twelve months under the command of a Lieutenant Cal. of 
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Major, and therefore ask leave respectfully to. recommend the 
passage of the enclosed Bill, instead of the one reported by the 
majority of the committee. ; 
Report received—to come up in its regular order. 
Mr Dennis chairman of the committee on engrossed: bills 
made the following report. l 
Hon. H. P. Bee Speaker œe. - 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined. the joint 
resolution relating to the votes of Senators Rusk and Houston 
on the Kansas and Nebraska act, and find the same correctly 
engrossed—Report accepted. a 

Mr Brown moved that one hundred copies each of the bills 
reported by the majority and minority of the joint select com- 
mittee on the subject of the frontier respectively; ‘be printed. ^’ 

Mr Waelder moved that two hundred copfts of the same be 
printed—lost. a 

Qitestion on the motion to print one hundred copies put and 


carried. — 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
` Mr Bonner introduced the following joint resolution: 
Be it Resotved, (if the Senate concur) That the sum of one 
thousand dollars be appropriated out of any money in the Treas. 
ury not otherwise appropriated to enable the Governor of this 
State to carry into effeet thé second section of An Act approved 
May 7th 1846, concerning weights and measures—Read first 
time. ; ‘ 
Mr Waelder introduced a joint resolution to validate the elec- 
tion of the corporate officers of the town of Castroville, for the 
year 1853—read first time. — a 
Mr Adrian offered the following resolution : | l 
Resolved, That the House go into the elettion of Chaplain 
on to-morrow at eleven o’clock, A. M., to fill the vacancy of the 
Rev. Mr. Powers. p Y 
On motion of Mr. Tarver, resolution laid on the table.’ | 
Mr Moore introduced a Bill to amend the fourth section of An 
Act-to organize county Courts, passed March 16th 1848—xréad 
first time. . a ee 
Mr Bell offered the following resolution : sass, “Waa cnet 
Resolved, That the committee on Finance be instructed to 
inquire into the propriety of relinquishing the State Tax to the 
several counties for the years 1856 and 1857. base 
Mr Stedman moved to lay the resolution on the table—lost: 
Resolution adopted. T; 
Mr Dancy offered the following resolution : 
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Resolved, That, the committee on Judiciary be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of abolishing all laws for the collec- 
tion of debts whick may be contracted after the act of repeal 
shall take effect. . 

-Mr Tarver moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

The yeas and nays being demanded, the vote was as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Bur- 
ress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B, Cleveland of L, Crabbe, 
Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of C, Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, 
Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hines, Hook, 
er, Junker, Kittrell, Locke, Lawhon, McClanahan, McCowan, 
McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Owings, Parsons, Pettus, 
Poag, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Smith of Newton, Stedman, 
Stout, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Truehart, Wael- 
der, West, Whites Williams of San Augustine, Witt and Wood, 


arany 


| 
| 
| 


Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Dancy, Darden of G, Dick- 
son, Gay, Guy, Hale, King, Latham, Martin of H, Martin of L, 
Merrick, Nortqn, Ochiltree, Parker of A, Parker of T, Pollock, 
Randolph, Runnels, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, and Williams of Lamar—25. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

‚On motion of Mr Bonner, Mr Sherwood was excused from 
attendance on the House, on account of sickness, l 

Mr Tarver offered the following resolution : a 

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House be authorized to 
appoint a Sergeant at Arms—during the sickness and abserice of 
said officer—adopted. . 

_ Mr Pollock introduced a bill supplementary to an act, author- 
izing the cancellation of patents; read first time. 

Mr Junker introduced abill for the relief of Thomas Beaty; 
read first time. l 

Mr Darden of C, introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of John Brown deceased ; read first time. 

Mr Locke introduced a bill for the relief of those persons who 
settled within the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad reserve, prior 
to the 21 Dec. 1853; read first time. l 

Mr. Charlton offered the following amendment to rule 31: 
Insert after “ amendments” in rule 31, “and motions ”—laid on 
the table one day for consideration. . 

‘Mr Randolph introduced a bill for the relief of Patrick O’Don- 
nell; read first time. 

+ Mr Parker of Tarrant, introduced a bill to create the—— 
Judicial District ; read first time. 

Mr Owings introduced a bill to incorporate the town of Hele- 

na in Karnes county ; read first time. 
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Mr Brown introduced a bill to amend an act for the relief of 
Philip Evans, approved Dec, 5th, 1851 ; read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, the House proceeded to take up 
the business on the Speaker’s table, and orders of the day. 
By leave of the House, Mr Latham introduced a bill confirm- 
ing to Thomas J. Dirgan the rights and privileges of citizenship ; 
read first time. l i 
The report of the committe on private land claims no. 1, on 
bill for. relief of the heirs, assignees and vendees of William F. 
Allison, dee’d ; Bill read second time. 
Mr Randolph offered the following amendment: 7 
Provided the act shall not affect titles acquired previous to the 
passage cf this act; adopted. 
Bill as amended, ordered to be engrossed. 
The report of the committee on State affairs, on the petition of 

| John H. White, with accompanying bill; bill read second time. 
Mr Rushing offered the following amendment: i 


Amend by inserting the words Jobn A. White, and all other 
smart children ; lost. i 


The report of the committee on publie buildings with the fol- 
lowing bills: 
~ A bill to provide for the better security of the archives of the 
State Department, read second, time and ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

A bill to provide a permanent and safe building for the use of 
the State Department, the Executive and the Attorney General 
of the State of Texas ; read second time and ordered to be en- 
grossed. l , 

A bill to provide for the erection and furnishing a fire-proof 
building, to be used as a General Land Office for the State of 
Texas; read second time. 

Mr West offered the following amendment : 

Amend by inserting after the word “general” in sec. 3rd. the 
word * plan ”—adopted. 

Also the following amendment: 
Amend by inserting after the word “lowest” in see. 4th, the 
word “ best ”—adopted. ' : 
Mr White offered the following amendment: Soe Bae 
Amend by striking out all which relates to the sale of ‘Austin 
tity lots. ; Be aa 
| Mr West moved to lay the amendment on the table ; lost. - 
Amendment adopted. n 


Mr Williams offered the following amendment: 


t 


Bill ordered to be engrossed. i 
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Amend by striking out “forty thousand” and inserting in- 
stead thereof, “ thirty thousand dollars ’—lost. i 

Mr Parker of A., moved to reconsider the vote adopting the 
amendment offered by Mr White. . 

The yeas and nays were called for. ` l 

On motion of Mr. Ochittree, a call of the Honse was ordered, 


Mr Crosby in the ehair. 
On motion of Mr Charlton, further call of the House suspen- 


ded. . 
On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow at half past 


g o'clock, A. m. l 
Pending—The motion of Mr. Parker of A., to reconsider the 


vote adopting Mr White’s amendment. 


a Avustix, Nov. 28th, 1855. 
House met -pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 


present. 
Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 


PETITIONS. . 

Mr Throckmorton presented the petition of W. A. Provine 
for relief; referred to committee on private land claims No. 1. 

Mr Trigg presented the petition of David Holdeman, for 
relief; referred to committee on private land claims No. 1. 

Mr Williams, of Lamar, presented the petition of sundry citi 
zens of Lamar county, praying an amendment to the charter of 
the Memphis, El Paso, and Pacific Rail Road; referred to com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements. - 

Mr Hines presented the petition of Wiley Burns 
referred to committee on private land claims No. 2. 

The Speaker presented the petition of Marshal Presbytery, 
Texas Synod, and Greenville Presbytery of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, asking the passage of a law relative to the 
sale.of ardent spirits; referred to committee on Finance.. 

Mr Gay presented the petition of Joseph Neil, for relief; re 
ferred to committee on claims and accounts. - 

Mr Worsham presented the petition of sundry citizens o 
Montgomery county, praying for the passage of a prohibitor 
liquor law ; referred to committee on State affairs. 

Mr Moore presented the petition of sundry citizens of Pol 
and Trinity counties, asking the privilege of Malinda, free wo 
man of color, to remain in the State; referred to committee 0 


State affairs. 
Mr Darden of G., presented the petition of sundry citizens 0 


, for relief; 


119 : 
the town of Gonzales, asking for an amendment of the charter 
of said town; referred to committee on the Judiciary. . 

Mr Brown presented the petition of Henry, L. Rankin in be- 
half of the heirs of Esther Edwards, deceased, fer relief ; re- 
ferred to committee on private land claims No. 1. . 

Mr McMillin presented the petition of George Grounds, for 
relief; referred to committee on private land claims No. 2. 

Mr Gaines presented the petition of J. W. Copes, for relief; 
referred to committee on private land claims No. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 
"Mr Tarver, chairman of the committee on the J udiciary, made 
the following report: 
Commirren Room, Austin, November 25th, 1855, 
To the Hon. H. P: Bee, Speaker, es. . 
The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a bili 
to be entitled “An Act to establish a Court for the investigation 


of claims against the State of Texas,” have given the same that 
careful consideration which its importance demand, and said 


committee unanimously instruct me to report that the necessity 


of the State imperiously demand the creation of. stich a board. 
- The amount of legislation at each session for private relief is 
truly frightful. P 


in the nature of things it is-not possible that a body so large, 


and organized as the Legislature is, can give each claim for re- 
lief that attention and scrutiny necessary to protect the State from 
spurious demands or to issure to individuals eqnal and exact 
justice. 

Tt will be found upon a comparison of the journals and- laws 
of past sessions of the Legislature, that the private laws of each 
session exceed in number and bulk those of a public nature. 
The expense of private legislation is enormous. It is not only a 
tax upon the time of the Legislature and treasury of the State 
but it has heretofore been the case and must continue to be so, 
that many honest claimants have been defeated, while the impor- 
tunities of the less deserving have succeeded. i 

A bill now reported will establish a tribunal before which the 
honest claimants may safely proseeute his demand, and by which 
the citizens of the State, generally, will be protected from fraud- 
ulent and unjust demands of every description. 

It is believed that the expense of the proposed board will be 
less than one fourth of what the present system costs the State. 

The Committee report the bill back with the accompanying 
amendments, and recommend the adoption of the bill as amended. 
Respectfully submitted. | 
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~ AMENDMENTS. 


Court” and “Judges” stricken out wherever they occur in 
the Bill, and “Board” and “Commissioners” respectively inserted, 

Section 1. The words “three thousand dollars” stricken 
out, and in their place insert ata eompensation equal to that of 
the several District Judges hereafter elected.” Also add to the 
section the clause ‘any two of said Commissioners shall consti. 
tute a quorum foy-the transaction of business. 

Sec. 2. Strike out the words “twenty-five hundred dollars,” 
and insert ‘fifteen hundred dollars,” 

Sec. 3. Introduced as follows: “In ease of vacancy in ei 
ther the office of Commissioner or Solicitor, from death, resigna- 
tion or otherwise, the Governor shall, by appointment, fill such 
vacancy: Provided, that within ten days after the meeting of the 
next legislature after sueh vacancy occurs, the Governor shall 
report such appointment to the Senate for confirmation.” 

The numbers of the subsequent sections altered in conse. 
quence of the new section introduced. 

Section 3d (now 4th.) After the words “as if issued from 
a District Court of this State,” insert “and the several sheriffs 
throughout the State shall execute and return all process direct- 
ed to them from said Board, in the Same manner as they are re- 
quired,by law to execute and return process issuing from the 
District Courts of the State.” 

SECTION 5th (now 6th.) After the words “finally acted” insert 
the word ‘‘favorably:” also, strike out the clause “together with 
thebriefs of the Solicitor and claimant, which shall accompany 
ing Report.” 

SECTION Tth (now n supplied by the following substitute; 
“Sth, that the decision of the Board, adverse to any claim, shall 
final, and the said Board shall not at any subsequent period, 
consider said elainas, unless such reasons shall be presented to 
this Board, as, by the laws now or hereafterin force, in suits be- 
tween individuals, would furnish sufficient ground for granting 
anew hearing: Provided, that no more than one re-hearing 
shafl be granted by said Board.” 

Secrion 8 (now 9.) Add ‘and the duties of said Clerk shall 
be those prescribed by Articles 656, 657, 658, 659, 660, 661, and 
662, Hart. Dig., for Clerks of the District Courts, so far as the 
same be applicable.” 

Ssetion 11 (now 1.).as follows: “that the Board, shall have 
power to punish contempts in like manner and to the same extent 
as the District Coarts of this State now have; Provided, that 
- the party in contempt shall not claim the right to have the mat- 
i ter,referied to a Jury.” 5 
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` On motion of Mr Sayles, report made, the special order of the 
day for 12 o’clock M. on Monday next, and 100 hundred copies 
each of the report, Bills and amendments ordered to be printed. 

Mr Throckmorton chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements made the following report. 

Hon. Hf. P. Bee, Speaker &e. 

The committee on Internal Improvements to whom was tefer- 
red, “An Act to provide for surveying the Rivers of Texas” have 
considered the same. The cominitiee are informed oy unques- 
tioned authority that the Government of the United States have 
had surveyed all the principal Rivers of ‘lexas. 

The creation of a Board of River Commissioners would not 
result in giving any more accurate information on the subject 
and would only cause a useless expenditure of means without 
corresponding benefits. ‘he committee recommend the rejec- 
tion of the Bill—report received to come up in its regular order, 
also the following report, 

The committee on Internal Improvements to whom was refer- 
red “A Bill for the relief of those who live within the Rail Road 
reserve” have considered the same.” 

The Bill so provides that all persoas who have heretofore 
settled, or who may hereafter settle within the rail road reserve, 
by paying the State fifty cents per. acre, with the necessary sur- 
veying and patenting fees, and surveying the same within eight 
mouths after the pissage of the act, shall be entitled-to any 
quantity of land not exceeding 320 acres. 

‘The third section prohibits any one froin settling upon or lo- 
cating-any body of land containing as much as 640 acres. 

The Bill also provides for the repeal of all laws and parts of 
laws conflicting wih the same &e. 

Your committee are of the opinion that it would be a partial 
policy to give to a few of the citizens of the State the right of 
acquiring lands in the Rail Road reserve, and that it would be 
unjust not to extend the same privilege to every portion of the 
State, 

The committee are also of the opinion that when an individ- 
ual is willing to pay fifty cents an acre tor wild lands, he should 
hot be confined to the Rail Ruad reserve, and should have a 
chance to become the purchaser of more than 320 acres. 

In connection with this subject the committee would state, 
it a Bill has already been reported back to the House which 
rovides for the protection of pre-emptionists who have acquired 
ights in the Rail Road reserve, and they have yet under con- 
ideration, bills-which have in view the extension of the pre- 
mption privilege to those persons who may have heretofore 
itled in good faith, within the reserve. - N 
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The committee nave every desire to protect and sustain the 
actual settler but believe it can be done more effectually by some 
other mode than that pointe’ out by the Bill referred to; I am 
therefore instructed to report the Bill back to the House and 
recommend its rejection—report recelved to come up in its regu- 
lar order. 

Mr Smith of Harris chairman of the committee on Public 
Debt, made the following reports : 

The committee on Publie Debt, ta whom was referred the 
petition of Lieut. Col. Horatio Grooms praying for an augmen- 
tation of land and compensation in money, 

Have instructed me to report that the petitioner was not en- 
titled to land under the laws, and according to the showing 
that he has made. And further, that his claim for compensa- 
tion in money is unsustained by necessary vouchers. The 
committee ask to be discharged trom further consideration of 
the petition, report received to come up in its regular order.— 
The committee on Public Debt to whom was referred “ A me- 
morial of the Central Baptist Association asking the Legislature 
to take into consideration the passage of the Maine Liquor Law 
or one similar,” have instructed me to report the same back to the 
House and ask to bedischarged from its further consideration. 

Report reeeived to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred the 
the petition of Barnabas Bassford, have had the same under 
consideration—have instructed me to report the same back to 
the House, and request that they may be discharged from fur- 
ther investigation on the subject. Report received to come up 
in its regular order. 

Mr. Dennis, chairman of the committee on Tingrossed Bills, 
made the following report: i y l 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined the follow- 
iug bills: 

«A bill to change the name of Susan P. Dannon to Susan 
P. Cook.” 

“ A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of E. M. Thom- 
ason and others,” and “A bill to be entitled an Act for the re- 
lief ot Collin McKinney” and find the same correctly en- 
grossed. Report accepted. | 

Mr. Darden of G., chairman of committee on enrolled bills 


made the following report: 
The committee on enrolled bills have examined a bill en 


titled, 
An Act for the relief of Albricht Gehcrhe, also the 
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Joint Resolntion relative to the Compromise measures of the 
United States Congress, passed in 1850, OA : 
Also Joint Resolution authorizing and requesting the Gov- 
ernor to order an election.to be holden in the counties of Cher- 
okee and Angelina.for Representative to fill the ‘Vacancy oc- 
casioned by the death of Joseph C. Harrison, all of which are 
correctly enrolled and being properly signed, have this day 
been presented to the Governor. Report accepted. 
Mr Cleveland of S, chairman of the committee on Private 
Land claims, no. 2, made the following reports : 
- The committee on private land claims no. 2, to whom was 
referred the petition ef Leo. Roork, administrator of the estate 
of Andy Cox, dee’d., have considered the same and instruct 
me to report, thatthe petitioner dees not by any proof ad- 
duced, show that the said intestate is entitled te the relief 
asked for, and recommend the rejection of said petition: 
Report received to come up in its regular order 
The committee on private land claims no. 2, to whom was 


sidered the same and instruct me to report the said bill back 
to the House, and recommend its passage. 


‘ Report received to come up in its regular order. | 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr Waelder introduced a bill to be entitled an act, allowing 
writs of error in cases of conviction for misdemeaner punisha- 
ble by fine; read first time. 

Mr Worsham introduced a bill to prohibit the sale of intox- 
cating liqnor in the town of Danville; read first time. 

Mr Richardson iatroduced a bill to be entitled an act to pre- 
vent the violation of the Sabbath; read first time. 

Mr White introduced a bill to incorporate thetown of Text 
iana; read first tine. 

Mr Owings introduedd a bill to anthorize the county Court 
of Karnes county to have the records of the eounty Court 
transcribed ; read first time. 

Mr Darden of C, introduced a bill te be entitled an act for 
the relief of W m. Ally; read first tine. 

Mr Sullivan introduced a bill to be entitled an act to, incor- 
porate the Richmond Masonic Hall association in Fort Bend 
county ; read first time. 

- Mr Bell introduced a joint resolution relative to the public 
debt act passed by Congress; read first time. 


Mr Martin of L, introduced a bill to amend the fourteenta 


referred a bill for the relief of Wm. Carrel Sypert, have con- 
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section of an act to regulate proceedings i in the District Court ; 
read first time. 

Mr Cleveland of. L, faneodused a bill to ie entitled an act ta 
repeal the sixth section of an act to incorporate the town of Lib- 
erty ; read first time. 

Mr Dickson introduced a bill to define the time of holding 
the courts in the Bth Judicial Distriet ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr: Charkou, the House proceeded to take up 
the business on the Speaker’s ‘table, aud orders of the day.- 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. sie 


Question pending when the House adjourned on yesterday, 
viz: The motion of Mr Parker of A, to` reconsider the vote 
adopting Mr Whites amendment, to provide for the erection 
and furnishing a fire proof building to be used as a Genera} 
Land Office for the State of Texas ; carried, . 

The amendment was then adopted and the bill ordered to be 
engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Bonner, Mr Williams of L, was added to. 
the committee on private land claims-no. 2.° 

On motion of Mr Witt, Mr Williams was added to the commi!. 
tee on the land office. 

Amendment of the 31st role, by inserting after the words 
‘amendment and,” the word “ motions ”-—-adopted. 

A bill supplementary 19 ‘an act to incorporate the town of 
Lagrange ”—read third time and passed. 

‘A joint resointion relating to the voles of Senators Rusk and 
Houston on the Kansas-Nebraska Act, was read third time and 
passed by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bonner, Brown, Burress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B, 
Cleveland of L, Crabbe, ' Dancy, Darden ‘of C, Darden of G, 
Davis, Devereaux, Dixon, Dougherty, Ector, Bllison, Fran- 
cis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Guy, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Junker, 
King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of Y, Mar- 
tin of L, McClannahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middle- 
ton, Moore, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A, Parker of Tarrant, 
Parsons, Pettns, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richard- 
son, Runnels, Rushing, Shaw, Sher wood, Smith of N, Stedman, 
Stout, Sullivan, Tariton, Tarver, Taylor, Throck:.orton, True 

hart, Waelder, ‘West, White, Williams of ae Williams af 
San Augustine, Witt, Wood and Worshünmi— 

Naxs—Mossrs. Dalrymple, MeCowan and Smith of, Harri- 

- son— 
A report of the committee on Internal Improvements on the 


ies 


petition of A. F. eanan, with accompanying bill; bill read 
second time. <<. asg o ene To BEST, 
t Me Parker. of T, offered the following amendment: - 

Amend by adding, “and that-this act take effeet trom its pass- 
age” —adopted, orp es l 

And, bill as amended ordered to be engrossed: ' 

A report of the committee on Internal: ‘Improvements, on the 
petition of sundry citizens of Johnson, Tarrant awd Ellis coun- 
ties, with accompanying bill. 

Mr Tarver moved to postpone the bill artil the Sth day of 
December next. 

Mr Stedman moved to lay the bill on the table; lost. 

Question on the postponement of the bill put and carried, 

By leave.of the House, Mr Bee introduced a joint resolution 
re-affirming the Monroe doctrine ; read first tine. 

A report of the committee on State Affairs recommending tke 
a of a bill to incorporate the town of Linden, in Cass coun- 

bill ordererd to be engrossed. 

A bili to set apart one million of dollars for a school fund ; 
read second time and referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to repeal an act therein named reserving Islands, Salt 
Lakes and Mines from location; read second time and referred 
to the committee on the Judictary. 

A bill supplementary to an act to’ provide for the assessment 
and collection of taxes; read second time and referred to the 
camunittee on Finance. 

A bill making an appropriation for the per diem pay and mile- 
age of the members of the 6th Legislature, and the per diem pay 
of the officers of the same ; read “second time and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

Mr Gaines moved that the rule defining the order of easiness 
be suspended, and_ that the bill be read a “third time and pass- 
ed; lost. 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined the following 
bills: 

A bill to be entitled an act forthe relief of ©. M. Goolsby, and 
a bill to incorporate Walker Lodge, No.19, I. O. O. F,and find 
the same correctly engrossed ; report accepted, 

A bill to direct the mode of voting in all cases; read second 
time and referred to the committee on privileges and elections. 

By leave of the House Mr Ochiltree, chairman ofa select com- 
mittee made the following report: 

The special committee to whom was referred a bill to provide 
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for the payment of the six ranging companies mustered! into ths 
service of the State of 'Fexas on tie Fst day of November, 1854, 
have directed me to report a substitute for said: bill and to recom- 
mend its passage. | 

On motion of M r Parker of T, rule suspended, report taken 
up and substitute adopted. 

Mr Sayles offered the fellowing amendment: “insertthe word 
“monthly ” before the word “pay” Fn sec. 2d "—adopted. 

Mr Randolph offered the (tellowieg amendment: “after the 
word “ mother,” in sec. 3rd, insert the words “ or legal represen- 
iatives ”—adopted. - 

The bill as amended was then ordered to be engrossed., 

Rule further suspended—bil] read third time and passed. 

The Speaker announced the following committee on Histor- 
ical Records: . l 

Messrs. Brown, Kittrell, Williams of Lamar, Waelder and 
Davis. 

On motion, the House adjourned until Friday at 19 o'cloek, 
A. M. 


Horse or REPRESENTATIVES, | 
Avstin, Nov. 30th, 1855. | 

House met pursuant to adjonrnment—roll called—quorum 
present. i . 

Journal of Wednesday last, read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr Charlton, the vote referring the petition of 
the Marshal Presbytery, Texas Synod, and Granville Presby ery 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, to the committee on 
finance, was reconsidered, and petition referred to the eommit- 
tee on state affairs. ; 

On motion of Mr Ector, the vote passing the bill for the pay- 
ment of the six volunteer companies was reconsidered, and the 
bill, and accompanying documents, were recommitted to the 
same select committee. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr Witt introdueed the memorial of “the Texas Central Rail- 
road company—referred to the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. ` 

Mr Brown introduced the memorial of Memuean Junt, for 
relief—referred to the committee on pubjic debt.. 

Mr Lawhon presented the petition of the "heirs of Jobn 
Droddy, decd., for relief—referred to the committee on private 
land claims, no, 2. : 
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Mr Darlymple presented counter petition of sundry citizens 
of Burnet county, protesting against any change of the bounda- 
ries of said county—referred to the committee on county boun- 
daries. 


Mr West presented the petition of Samuel J Wood, for re- 
lief—referred to the committee on private land claims, no. 1. 


Also, the petition of the heirs of John Graham for relief—re- . 


ferred to the comittee on private land claims, no. 2. 

Mr Parker of T, presented the memorial of the citizens of 
Tarrant and Jackson counties, and territories west af said coun- 
ties, praying to be secured in their homes as pre-emptionists 
—reterred.to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr Hale presented the petition of Joseph P Sneed for re- 
lief—referred to the committee on private land claims, no. 2. 

Mr Moore presented the petition of Benj. Hubert, for relief— 

. referred to the committee cn private land claims, no. 2. 

Mr Waelder presented the petition of the citizens of Medina 
county, to change the name of Castroville, to the town of Me- 
dina—-referred to a select committee of five. 

Mr King presented the petition of the citizens of Comal and 
Hays counties, asking for a new county—referred to the com. 
mittee on county boundaries. 

Mr West-presented the petition of John Graham for relief 
—referred to the committee on private land claims, no, 2. ` 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, 

Mr Shaw, Chairman of the committee on private land claims, 
no. 1, made the following reports: 

The committee on private land claims, no. 1, to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry citizens of Upshur county, in be- 
half of Wm Lee, have duly considered: the same. The com- 
mittee have instructed me to report it back to the House, with 
the accompanying biil, and recommend its passage—report re- 
ceived, and bill read first time. 

The committee on private land claims, no.1, to whom was 
referred a bill, entitled an act for the relief of Gideon G Wil- 
tams, have duly considered the same, and recommend its, pas- 
sage-—report received, to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on private land claims, no. 1,to whom was 
tderred the petition of Francis Ramsdale, have had the same 
uder consideration. Mr Ramsdale’s claim is unsupported by 
iny testimony, but as is is strongly recommended to our favor- 
thle consideration, by certificates from Thomas J Rusk, Saml 
louston, EE Lott, and other eminent men of our state, the 
ommittee have unanimously agreed to refer it back to the 
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House for such action asit may, in its wisdom, see proper to 
take‘on the subjéct—report received, técome up in its regular 
order, : ` ; 

` The committee on private land elaims, to whom was referred 


thepetition of Wm H Harrison, have examined the same, and: 


aport it back to the House, with the folowing bill for his relief, 
and recommend its passage—report received, and bill read 
first time. 

The committee on private land claims, no. 1, to whom was 
referred a bill for the relief of Rebecca Washington, have had 
the same under consideration. The committee instrnet me to 
report the bill baek to the House, with the aecompanying. sub- 
stitute, and recommend its passage—report received, to eome 
up in its regular order. l i 

Mr Parker of T, chairman of the eommittee on state affairs, 
made the following report: 

The committee, to whom was referred a bil! to fix the salary 
of the Governor, have had the same under consideration, and 
have unanimously instructed me to report the same back and 


recommend its passage-—report recelved, to come up in its reg- 


ular order. 

Mr Charlton, chairman of the committee on finance, to whom 
‘was yeterred, a bill to be entitled an act. amending an act reg- 
ulating the office of county treasurer, have had the same under 
consideration. he committee are of opinion that the per 
centnm. allowed treasurers of the several counties of the State, 
under the present law upon our statute books, is a sufficient 
compensation for their services. J am.therefore, instrneted te 
report the bill back to the Honse, and recommend its rejection 
—report received, to come up in its regular order. 

On motion of Mr Smith, of Harrison, the rule regulating the 
order of business was suspended, and report of cominittee on 
private land claims, no. 1, on the petition of Francis Ramsdale 
taken up, and petition referred to a special committee of five. 

My Charlton, chairman of the committee on finance, made 
the following report: 

The committee on finance, to whom was referred a bill to 
he entitled an act, to compensate assessors and colleetors for 
taking the scholastic population in their respective counties for 
the year 1854 and 1855, have duly considered the same. Iam 
instructed to report the accompanying substitute, for the origi- 
nal bill, and respectfully recommend it to the tavorable con- 
sideration of the honse—report received, to come up in its reg- 
ular order. a 
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Mr Randolph, chairman of the committee on elaitnts and 
acounts, made:the following report!’ $ 1h Pee cn) 

. The committee on claims and aecounts, to Whom was refer- 
red the petition of — Hopkins, have had the saimé*uider con- 
sideration, and I am instructed, by said committée, to report 
the same back, and recommend its rejection. The accompa- 
nying ordinance is too vagne, to warrant the comtiittee ‘in ‘re- 
commending the claim to the favorable consideration’ ‘of the 
House; the full name of the petitioner is not given, and the 
committee cannot know which one of the Hopkins family is 
proposed to be ‘benefited by the petition—report received, to 
come up in its regular order, | 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of C W Peterson, have examined the same, 
and l am instructed, by said committee, to report the same 
back to the House, and recommend its passage—report receiv- 
ed, to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on claiins and accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the petition, and accompanying documents, of Benj SLaw- 
rence, have considered the same, and I am instructed to report 
the same back to the House, and recommend that the same be 
referred to the committee ou public debt—report received, to 
come. Up in its regular order. i i 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committeé on engrossed bills, 
made the following report : 

The committee on engrossed bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills: . l 

“A bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate John M Gibson 
lodge, No. 13, of Independent Order of Odd Fellows.” 

*Anact for the relicf of Kindallis Bryan.” 

“A bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of James W 
Taylor.” ae 

“A bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of R A Powd- 
rell,” and ; » 
*A bill for the relief of the heirs at law, of William P King, 
decd., and find the same correctly engrossed—report accepted. 

Mr White, chairman of the committee on public lands, made 
the following reports: j 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred a bill 
donating-one leagne of Jabd to Roman Ortize, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report the’ 
bill back to thé House, and recommend its passage—report re- 
ceived, to come up in its regular order. DT 
The committee on public lands, to whom was referred a bill 


ad 


- 


p niia brans 


oangean = 
mra ee mE ah y ng aean are Ter iaia e N 
T ta 
i z e N T 
rere 
= ~ À b; ? 
a i r = ie? 


© the. 


wag oo 


+ ae RS 


a adie “EIT e nap pur ira hanes Ate o A > = 
PiE enerne rave 


130 
for the relief of James M Monroe, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report the bill back 
to the House, with amendments, and reeommend its passage. 

First amendment; “Strike out the caption and insert, a bill 
for the relief of James M. Monroe.” 

_Second amendment: “in first section strike out the words 
“of Upshur county, Texas’—report received, to come up in its 
regular order. | oo 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the pe 
tition of Henry Patrick, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and have instructed me to reporta bill for his relief, and 
recommend ite passage—bill read first time. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred a bil _ 
for the relief of the heirs of David ‘Crockett, have had the | 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report a 
snbstitnte for the same, and recommend its passage. The com- 
mittee are of the opinion that if a case can arise, in which the 
munificence of the State onght to be exercised, it is In the present 
instance. David Crockett was one of the early martyrs to the 
cause of Tewas liberty, and can it be otherwise than that we 
should fella deep sympathy and lively interest in his posterity. 

The heirs of him whose life's blood was freely shed for us, are 
uow In indigent circumstances, and it becomes ns, in this in- 
stance, to manifest our cratitude in a substantial way, which can 
be done, much to the interest of his heirs, and no great detr- 
ment to the State—report received, to come Up iu its regular or- 
der. 

Mr McCowan, chairman of the committee on military affairs, 
made the following report: ` 

The committee on military affairs, to whom was referred the 
resolution on the expediency of furnishing one er more of the 
institutions of learning in the State, where military instructions 
make a part of the regular studies, have had the same nnder 
consideration. Your committee bave instructed me to report 
the accompanying bill, and recommend its passage—report re 
ceived. and bill read first time. 

Mr Tarver, chairman of the judiciary committee, made the 
following reports: 

The committee on the judiciary, to, whom! was referred “the 
petition of sundry citizens asking the passage of a prohibitory 

liquor law,” have had the same under consideration, and m- 
struct me to report the same back to your honorable body, and to 
recommend that it be referred to the committee on state affairs— 
report received, to come up in its regular order. 
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The committee on the judiciary, to whom waş referred the 
taet to amend an act entitled, an act to regulate fees of office,” ap- 


proved, March 20th, 1848, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and instruct me to report the same back to the House, and 


DERE a n G 


& 

Be 

io recommend its adoption—report received, to come up in its a 
regular order, eg A 
The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the s, 
“bill to þe entitled, an act supplementary to an act, entitled an 45 
act to restore lands sold for taxes, and purchased by the State, to a 
the former owner,” approved, Jany. 28th, 1852, have taken the E 


same into consideration, and have instructed me to report the E 
same back to the House, and to recommend its passage—report 
received, to come up in its regular order. i 

The cominittee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition of sundry citizens of Henderson, Rusk county, asking 
lor the prohibition of liquor selling in that town, have consider- 
ed the same, and instruct me to report the petition back to the 
House, and to recommend its reference to the committee on state 
affairs. The jndiciary committee ask to be discharged from its 
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further consideration—report received, to come up im its regular - 1 : 

order. > $ 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the na 

message of the Governor, accompanying the “eode of Civil Pro- g 

ceedure,” have considered the same, and have instrneted me to I 
report the same back to the House, and to recommend that the £ 


sd code be read by its caption asa bill, and referred to the 


appropriate committee—report received, to come up Ip its yegn- 
lar order. 


er 


The committee on the judiciary, to whom was relerred the 
message of the Governar, accompanying the “Code of Criminal 
Proceedure,” have considered the same, and have instructed me 
lo report the same back to your Honorable Body, and to recom- 
wend that the said code be read hy its,caption asa bill, and re- 
erred to the appropriate eoimmittee—report received, to come up 
hits regular order. 7 
The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
till to incorporate Amberter Lodge, No. 42,1 O of O F,” have 
ad the same under consideration, and instruct me to report the 
ame back to your Honorable Body, with the accompanying 
mendment, and to recommend its adoption—report received, to 
me up in its regular order. 
he committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
emorial of Gid. Linsicum and others, asking for the passage of 
rohibitory Liquor Law, bave considered the same, and re: 
lest me to report the same back, and recommend that it be re- 
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ferred to the committee on state affairs—report received, to come 
t t A eh EEES s 


upin its'teguiarorder, 6 Tt ee l 

‘T'he committee on the judiciary, to whom: was referred d bill 
to amend an act, entitled “an act to organize justice’s courts, and 
to detiné the ‘powers and ‘firrisdiction . of ‘thé’ sante,” approved, 
March 20th, 1841, have had tHe.satrie under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the same back to the Honse, and 
to recommend its indéfinite pdsiponement—report received, to 
come up mits regular order, °` - : 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was~referred “a 
bill to be eutitled, an act to regulate interest,” ‘have given the 
same that earnest cousideratidu which its importance seemed to 
demand. 

In the opinion of the committee, the operation of law against 
usury is directly the reverse of that proposed in this ensctment, 
and that an enlightened pelicy demands their abrogation. 

Anexamipauon oi the subject will elicit the following, well 
ascertained facts; i 

That these laws were first enacted when money lending, from 
the character of those engaged in it, was odious, and through a 
mistaken, and injudicious reverence for antiquity, they have 
maintained a place upon our statute books, after reason has dem: 
onstrated their linpolicy, and experience demanded their repeal. 

finlightened men, of every: age, have perceived the utter fa 
ality of attenspting, by legislation, to restrict the price of money, 
Every eminent writer on political economy, from Adam Smith 
and Jeremy Bentham down, have demonstrated the fallacy upon 
which such laws are based?’ . 

The teudency of modern legislation has been to cast off al 
legal restrictions: of this character, tosnrrender the gratuitou 
guardianship, which it has so long assumed over individuals 
no wise thaukful for its exercise, and to leave parties untrafl 
elled, aud tree to make their own contracts and Supulations. 

The price of money fluctuates like that of every other cot 
modity, according to the exigencies of demand and supply. I 
deed 11 is impossible to draw a well fonnded distinction betwee 
movey and other commodities, a restriction in the price 
which, would be odious in the extreme. 

It is evidently the operation of such restraints, to force mon 
into other channels of invesiment, and thus, to limit its circul 
tion through the community. 

It is vo less evident their tendency to enhance, rather than 
depreciate the value of money. The'most stringent laws up 

the subject may be evaded; they are of daily occurren 
Each evasion of the law occasions a risk ot loss, which must 


compensated by an increase in the rate of interest 


or whose pro- 
tection the Statute was created. 


The Legislatures of the several States, have, been repentedly 
importuned hy commercial men, 


the parties most interested, 
abrogate these restrictions, and Sieh Importunities come no = 
from the borrower than the lender. 


In addition to what has already been said, it may be safely 
affirmed that whilst usury laws constitute a burden to the hon- 
est borrower, they actually offer a premium to the rogue, who 
alone avails himself of their protection to avoid the payment of 
just demands. 

It may be further suggested that the open, notorious and un- 
punished evasions of these laws are calculated to bring contempt 
upon the Code of which they form a part. 

In view of these facts the committee have instructed me to 


report the Bill back to the House, with the accompanying 
amendments, and to recommend its passage. 


Report received to et up in its reg: ular order. 
The committee on t 


`~ 


e Judiciary, to ‘whom was referred “An 
Act to amend an Act sauce ‘An Act to define the office aud 


duties of Sheriff, ” approved May 12th, 1846, have had the same 
under consideration, and havè instructed me to report the same 
back to the House and recommend its indefinite postponement. 
Report received to come up in its regular order. 
The committee on the Judiciary. to whom was referred “An 


Act allowing and requiring county Commissioners to be furnish- 
ed the general laws of the State,” have had the same under con- 


sideration, and have instructed me to report to the House the ac- 
ompavying substitute, and to recommend its passage 

Report received to come up iu its regular order, 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “the 
titfon of Francis Dieterich” have the saine under consideration, 
nd have instructed me to report the same back to the House, 


nd recommend the passage of the accompanying Bil, to carry 
ut the objects of the petitioner. 


Report received and Bill read first time. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to ‘whom was’ teferred the 
tition of sundry citizens of Madisons¢ille, praying far the pro- 
bition of the sale of ardent spirits iv that town, have considered 
e same, and have instructed me to report the petition back to 


e House, and to recommend that the same be ee to the 
mmittee on Siate Affairs. 


Réport received to come up in its regular order. ` 
A message was received from the Senate through their secre- 
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tary, informing the House of the passage of. the following Bills, 
originating’ in “that body. 

A Bill to be entitled “An het defining the seventh Judicial 
District, and the time of holding Courts iu the same. | 

Joint Resolutions propasing an amendment to the constitution, 

REPORTS OF SELECT COMMITTEES, | 

Mr Worsham, chairman of a select committee made the fol- 
lowing report, 

The select committee to whom was referred the petition of 
Charles B. Stewart and his wife Elizabeth A., after having con- 
sidered the same, have instructed me to report the acGompanying | 
Bill to the House aud recommend its passage. | 

Report received and Bill read first time. 


BILLS AND:RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr Adrian introduced A Bill to incorporate Jamestown 
Academy—read first time. . 

Mr Charlton introduced A Bill to be entitled an Act to estab- 
lish the western boundary line of Tyler County—read first time, 

Mr Witt introduced A Bill for the relief of John Birth—read 
first time, 

Mr McMillin introduced a Bill to be entitled an Act anthoriz. 
ing the county court of Bell ¢ county to levy a special Tax for two 
years—reail first iime. 

Mr Parsons introduced A Bill to be entitled an Act exempt 
ing certain property therein mentioned from Execution and 
repealing an Act passed by the Congress of the Republic of Texa 
January 26th, 1839, entitled an Act to exempt certain property 
therein named from execulion—read first time. 

Mr Tarver introduced the following resolution; 

Whereas there are now before the Judiciary committee seven 
Bills providing for a forfeiture of Lands, and whereas it is believ 
ed to bea matter of great importance to the state. Therelo 
resolved : ~ 

‘hat the Judiciary committee be authorized to contract f 
the printing of one hundred copies of such bills on the subject 
land titles as they may deem proper—adopted. 

A message from His Excellency the Governor was recer 
through his private Secretary. 

Mr Gaines introduced a Bill to be entitled an, Act amendal 
ry of an Act entitled an Act to amend the sixth section of an A 
entitled an Act concerning slaves, approved February 5th, 18! 

Approved December 3d, 1850.—read first time. 
Mr Smith of Harrison introduced a Bill to be entitled an A 


135 | 


to dispose by entry, sale, survey and patent, of sinall tracts or 
fractions of the Public domain consisting of not exceeding’ ene 
handred and sixty arres each, confined on all or at least two 
sides by pre-existing lines of other surveys or grants—read first 
time. 

Mr Pollock introduced a bill prohibiting the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office from issuing patents to the ‘Texan 


emigration and land company, for lands lyingin Peter’s colony; 
read first tline. 


* 


Mr Ector introduced a bill to prevent the sale of intoxicating 
liquors witnin five miles of the town of Rusk, excepting for 
medicinal, mechanical, or sacramental purposes; read first 
‘time. 

Mr Stedman offered the following joint resolution; 

Resolved, That (if the Senate concur) the Sixth Legislature 


of the State of Texas will adjourn on the 15th January until 
the 3d Monday in June, 1856. © 


Mr Tarver moved to reject the resolution : 


The yeas and nays being called for, the vote resulted ag tol- 
lows: as 

Yras—Messrs Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, Busby, 
Cleveland, ot B., Crosby, Davis, Dongherty, Gaines, Gay, Guy, 
Hines, Hooker, Junker, Latham, Lawhon, Martin, of H., Mel- 
ton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Parker, of H., Parsons, Pettus, 
Poag, Pollock, Richardson, Shaw, Smith, of N., Stout, Tarver, 
Throckmorton, Trueheart, Waelder, Williams, of S., and 
Wood—88, à 

Nays—Messrs Speaker, Askew, Brown, Burress, Charlton, 
Cleveland, of L., Crabbe, Dalrymple, Daney, Darden, of C., 
Darden, of G., Dennis, Devereaux, Dixon, Ector, Hilison, 
Francis, Green, Hale, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin, of L., 
McClanahan, MeM?:llin, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker, of Tarrant, 
Reeves, Runnels, Sayles, Sherwood, Sinith, of Harris, Smith, 
of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Trigg, West, 
White, Williams, of L., and Worsham—43. 

And so the House refased to reject the resolution; and the 
fine was read the first time. 
Mr Tarlton introduced a bill to permit certain persons of 
olor to remain in the county of Harrison two years after the 
uit for their freedom, now pending in said county shal] have 
een determined, provided the suit is decided in their favor ; 
ead first time. 
Mr Darden, of Colorado, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
ct in further addition to an Act concerning crimes and pun- 
shments, approved March 20, 1848 ; read first time.. 
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. On motion of Mr Tarver, the rule defining the order of busi. 


messages of the Governor, relative to the Codes of Civil and 
Criminal Procedure, taken up and adopted. 

On motion of Mr Sayles, rule further suspended, and the 
Codes of Civil and Criminal Procedure read by caption first | 


r 


time. 
On motion of Mr Tarver, rule further suspended, Codes read 


by caption second time, and referred to the committee on the 


Judiciary. 
On motion of Mr Dennis, Mr Crosby was added_to the com- 


mittee on engrossed bills. : 
On motjon of Mr Kittrell, the House proceeded to take up 
the business on the Speaker’s table, and orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following communications, from his Excellency, the Gov. 
ernor, was read ; 
Executive OFFICE, 

Austin, November 80, 1855. 


Gentlemen of the Senate aad House of Representatives: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your action, a re 
port from the Auditor and Comptroller of Public Acccunts, ex. 
bibiting the amounts, character, and classification of the claims 
filed and receipted for by them, since their report of the 12th 
of November, 1851. i 

Your attention is particularly called to the recommendation 
contained in this report, in which I fully concar. 

On motion of Mr Charlton, two hundred copies of the repor 


ordered to be printed. 


x 


Executive OFFICE, ’ | 
Austin, November 27, 1855. | 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith, for your information and action, a repo 
from the Commissioners appointed under the provisions of “a 
Act to provide for the investigation of land titles in certai 
eounties therein mentioned,” approved February 11, 1854. 

Mr Crosby offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the message of his Excellency, and aceon 
panying documents, in relation to the investigation of land titl 
west of the Nueces river, be referred to a select committee 
seven members on the part of the House, and that the Sena 
be requested to appoint a committee to act in conjunction wi 
said committee of the House in the examination of said subje 


matter. Adopted. 
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: | Executive OFFICR, | 


' Austin Nov. 30, 1855. 
Gentlemen of the Senate, : s, 


and House of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith a memorial from R. H. Lane, one of the 
commissioners appointed under the provisions of “an Act to 
provide for the investigation of land titles in certain counties 
sherein ‘mentioned,” approved February 11, 1854. 

It appears from this report, ghat Mr Lane, while passingf rom 
one county to another on the frontier, in the discharge of his. 
oficial duties, had two horsés, a wagon, and all his baggage 
stolen by Indians. The valne of this property thus stolen was 
five hundred dollars, as will appear from an affidavit that ac- 
companies this memorial. 

I think that-he has a strong claim upon the Government to 
be reimbursed for this loss, and recommend that provision be 
made for his payment, 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton, communication and memo- 
rial referred to the committee on Finance. l 

A joint resolution, relative to the Personal Liberty Bill passed 
yy the Legislature of Massachusetts, read second time. | 

Mr Gaines moved to refer the resolation to the committee on 
aves and Slavery. ` 


Mr Cleveland, of L., moved to refer tne resolntion to the 
ommittee on Federal Relations ; lost. 


' Question upon its reference to the committee on Slaves and 
avery, put and carried. 

A bill to provide for removing obstructions from the Brazos 

iver; read second time and referred to the committee on In- 

enal Improvements. , 

A bill supplementary to and amending an Act passed Feb- 

wary 11, 1850, to provide for the assessment and collection of 

xes; read second time and referred to the committee on 
Inance. > -> 

‘A bill for the relief of Josiah D Turner; read second time 
d referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. 

À bill for the relief of certain persons who settled within the 

mits of Mercer’s Colony; read second time and referred to 
e committee on Public Lands. ` 

A bill supplementary to am Act entitled “an Act concerning 

imes and punishments,” approved March 20, 1848; read sec- 
d time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston City Guard ; read second 
e and. referred to. the committee ow Military Affairs. 
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A bill to amend an Act of February 5, 1840, concerning 
slaves; read second time and referred to the committee op 
Slaves and Slavery. ~ 

A bill to incorporate Franklin College ; read second time ani 
referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill for the relief of William B Dewees; read second tin 
aud referred to the committee on Public Debt. i 

A bill to grant land certificates to the officers and employee 
ef the General Land Office; read second time and referred 
the committee on State ATi 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Saunders, deceased 
read second time and referred to the committee ox Private Lan 
Claims, No. 1. 

A bill to authorise Laura Jane Scott to change her namet 
that of Nina James Jefferson Oravens ; read second time a 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to amend “an Act regulating elections,” approve 
March 16, 1848 ; read second time and referred to the commi 
tee on Privileges and Elections. , 

A bill for the relief of John W McElroy; read second ti 
and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Ebenezer Pulsifer, 
ceased ; read second time and referred to the committee 
Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

A bill from the Senate to incorporate the Texas Marine Ri 
way and Building Association ; read first time. 

A bill from the Senate for the relief of James Tarlton ; r 
second time and referred to the committee on Private La 
Claims, No. 1. f 

A bill from the Senate granting Pelican Island, in Galvesi 
Bay, to the corporation of the city of Galveston; read i 


— 


tuae. 
A bill from the Senate for therelief of James W Reed; r 

first time. i 
A joint resolution from the Senate proposing an amendm 

te the Constitution; read first time. 

A bill from the Senate to incorporate Powder Horn Ba 
and Matagorda Bay Dredging Company ; read first time. 
A bill from the Senate to incorporate the Galveston Ñ 
Gordage and Cotton Manufacturing Company ; read first ti 
A report of the committee on Private Land Claims, N 
on the petition of George W Shelton, with accompanying 
for his relief; bill read second time and ordered to be engro 
A report ot the committee on Private Land Claims, N 


hate 
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on the petition of Reese P Murray, with accompanyin g bill 
requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office to per- 
form certain duties therein named; bill read second time and 
erdered to be P l 

A report of the committee on the Judiciary ou a bill 
relief of A W O Hicks, recommending the ae of oe 
pill ordered to be engrossed. ' i 

On motion of Mr Ochiltree, the rule definine the order 5f 
husizess suspended, and bill read third time. 7 

Mr Parker offered the following amendment: “That this Act 
take effect from its passage.” Adopted. f ' 

Rill, as amended, passed. i 

A report of the committee on the Judiciary, on “a bill to re- 
quire publication of the sale of real estate and slaves to be 
made in newspapers,” recommending the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the same; report adopted. 

A report of the committee on the J udigiary, on “a bill to 
Amendan Act entitled an Act te provide the payment of grand 
and petit jurors passed Feb’y —, 1850,” recommending the 
passage of the same with the tollowing amendment: 

Strike out of section 2d, the words “ three dollars” and insert 
“six dollars” and add to the said 2d section the following 
lause: “ Provided, that no such fee shall be taxed in cases in 
hich judgment is rendered without the intérvention of a 
ary”? Amendment adopted. 

Mr Tarlton offered the following amendment: “ Amend by 
nserting four dollars instead of six.” l 

Mr Poag offered the following substitute to the amendment : 
‘Amend by striking ont all in the bill save that which provides 
or the repeal of the existing law, requiring a tax fée of $3 
nall cases brought in the District Court,” Ruled ont of order 
y-the chair, (Mr Adrian.) 

On motion of Mr Tarver, amendment offered by Mr Tarlton 
id on the table. 

The following committees were then announced : 

Select Committee on petition of Francis Ramsdale.— Messrs 
mith, of Harrison, Parsons, Taylor, Gay and McCowan. 
Select Committee on petition to change the name of the town 
Castroville—Messrs Waelder, Moore, White, Parker, of Tar- 
nt, and Daney. 

Select committee on land titles west of the Nueces river.. 
essrs Crosby, Latham, Ochiltree, Williams, of Lamar, Gaines, 
yles, and Cleveland, of L. 

On motion, the House adjourned untilto-morrow at 10o’clock 
M, 
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Pending—Report of the committee on the Judiciary on g 
bill to provide for the payment of grand and petit jurors, 
passed Feb’y —, 4850. h 


House REPRESENTATIVES, } 
December 1st, 1855. l 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 
Journal of yesterday read and adopted. ms 
A Message was received from the Governor, through his 


private Secretary. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr Trigg presented the petition of Henry OC. Lentz for 
relief ; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims 
No. 1. 

Mr McMillin presented the petition of J. C. Logan, for re. 
lief, referred to the committee on private land claims no. 1. 

Mr Williams presented the petition of the heirs of Lucy 
Jordan, dec’d., for relief; referred to the committee on private | 
land claims no. 1. 

Mr King presented the petttion of sixty seven citizens of 
Gaudaloupe county, praying to be disconnected with said cour~ 
ty, and to be attached to Comal county, referred to the com- | 
mittee on county and county boundaries. | 

Mr Ochiltree presented the petition of Robert S. Patton for | 
relief, referred to the committee on claims and accounts. i 

Mr Williams of L. presexted the petition of the heirs of J, | 
H. Aaron for relief; referred to the committee on private-land | 
claims no. L. _ | 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. Poag, chairman of the committee on Privileges and | 
Elections, made the following report: | 

The committee on Priviteges and Elections to whom was: 
referred a bill to amend an act regulating eleetions, approved | 
16th March, 1848, have had the same under consideration, and | 
a majority of said committee have instructed me to return said | 
bill to the House, and recommend its indefinite postponement, 

report received to come up in its regular order. 4 

Mr Parker of T., chairman of the committee on State Affairs; 
made the following report: . 

The committee on State Affairs to whom was referred the 
petition of James W. Nichols for relief in land, for having 
been permanently disabled in the Plum Creek battle, in 1540, 
also the petition of Ann McKenzie for relief in land, her hus- 
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band Lacy McKenzié having been permanently wounded in a 
battle fought: with Indians, in the year 1838, near where Pales- 
tine now stands,:in Anderson county, have carefully examined 
said petition, and instruct me to report that it -is satisfactorily 
shown that James W: Nichols was permanently disabled, in 
what is known as the Plum Creek battle; also that Lacy Mc- 
‘Kenzie was permanently wounded in a battle fought near 
where Palestine now stands, in Anderson county. All the 
facts considered, your committee believe that the relief asked 
should be granted, and unanimously instruct me to-report the 
accompanying bill, and recommend its passage ; report received 
and bill read first time. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, chairman of the committee on Public 
Debt, made the following report. 


’ COMMITTEE Room, 

, _ December Ist, 1855. } 

To the Hon. H. P? Bee, — 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred several 
Bills, providing for giving the assent of Texas to an act of 
the Congress of the United States, approved February 28th, 
1855, entitled, “An Act to provide for the payment of such 
creditors of the late Republic of Texas, as are comprehended in 
the act of Congress of September 9th, 1850,” have the honor to 
veport, , 

Your committee have examined with much care the different 
acts of legislation passed by the Legisiature of Texas, and by the 

Congress of the United States, concerning the Public Debt of 
Í Texas; and for the more clear understanding of this subject, 
they beg to present a brief history of the several acts of legisla- 
tion alluded to. ' 

The Articles of Annexation were passed by Congress on the Ist 
March, 1845, and accepted by Texas the 4th July of the same 
year. 

By the second article of the Joint Resolution of Annexation, ap» 
proved March Ist, 1845, it is provided, that “ Fexas, when ad- 
mitted into the Union, after cediug to the United States all public 
“edifices, fortifications, barracks, ports and harbours, navy and 
“navy yards, docks, magazines, arms and armaments, and all other 
“property and means pertaining to the public defence belonging 
“to the said Republic of Texas, shall retain all the public funds, 
“debts, taxes and dues of every kind which may belong to or be 
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“d'e and owing said Republic; and shall also retain all the - 
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vacant and unappropriatéed lands lying within its limits, fo be 
“ applied to the payment of the debts and habilities of said Re. 
“public of Texas, and the residue of suid lands, after discharging 
said debts and liabilities, to be disposed of as said State may 


“ direct ; but in no event are said debts and liabilities to become . 


‘a charge upon the Government of the United States.” 

“An Act to provide for Ascertaining the Debt of the late 
‘Republic of Texas,” was passed by the Legislature, and ap- 
proved March 20th, 1848. It appears that the indebtedness of 
the late Republic of Texas, for which the revenues frem impost 
and tonnage duties were pledged, so far as evidences were sub- 
mitted under this act, tothe Comptraller and Auditor, amounted 
principal and interest to $8,787,158 38-100 face value; there 
was still ottstanding of the same debt $1,291,544 93-100, 
amounting in all to $10,078,703 21-100. This last amount of 
$10,078,703 21-100 represents the aggregate face value of the 
indebtedness of the late Republic of Pexas on Ist July, 1850; for 
the liquidation of which the revenues arising from the impost and 
tonnage dues had been speéially pledged. 

Under the act just recited, which provides for scaling the 
debt as well as for ascertaining its gross amount, the above sum 
i $10,078,703 21-100 when scaled, amounts to $4,467,756 

1-100. 

This was the condition and amount of that portion of the 
Public Debt of Texas, generally called the Revenue Debt, when 
the act known as the Boundary Act was passed on’ the 9th Sep- 
tember, 1850. . l - 

The provisions of that act are as follows: 3 

Seo. 3. The State of Texas relinquishes all claim upon thé 
“United States for liability for the debt of Texas, &e. 

“Seoc. 4. The United States in consideration of said establish- 
“ment of boundaries, cession of claim to territory and relin- 
‘“‘quishment of claims, agree to pay to the State cf Texas teh 
“millions of dollars in five per cent. stock. l 

‘Sec. 5. Immediately after the President of the United States 
“shall have been furnished with an authentic copy of the act of 
“the general assembly of Texas accepting these propositions, he 
“shall cause the stock to be issued in favor of the State ot Texas 
“as provided in the 4th article of this agreement, provided also 
“that no more than five millions of said stock shall be issued 
“until the creditors of the State of Texas holding bonds and 
“ other certificates of stock of Texas, for which duties on imports 
“were especially pledged, shall first file at the treasury of the 
“ United States releases of all ċlaims against the United States 
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t for or on account of said bonds or certificates, in such form as 
«shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, and ap- 
t proved by the President of the United States.” 

On the 25th day of November, 1850, the State of Texas ac- 
cepted the above recited Boundary Act by solemn legislative 
enactment, and immediately thereafter officially notified the 
President of the United States of the fact. In virtue of this 
acceptance, the State of Texas received from the United States 
the first $5,000,000 in’ five per cent. bonds. 

Ont of this five millions received by Texas, the State has paid 
and made appropriations for all the Unpreferred or Home Debt, 
as it is Commonly called—that is the debt for which the tonnage 
and impost dues were not pledged—except for a small amount 
of about twenty thousand dollars. 

It was the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury and of the 
Attorney General of the United States, and acquiesced in by 
President Fillmore, that—although the Reserved Five Millions 
were beld to meet the Revenue Debt, nevertheless, under the 
provisions of the act September 9th, 1850, above recited, no 
p rtion of it could be paid out in liquidation of revenue debts 
until releases for all and the entire Revenue Debt should be 
filed at the United States Treasury as provided for in the act. 
And your committee are of opinion that a literal interpretation 
of the act would justify this decision. Consequently no pay- 
ments were made out of the five miilions reserved in the United 
States Treasury. 

To remedy the inconvenience arising from a literal interpreta- 
tion of the act of 9th September, 1850, the Legislature passed 
an “Act providing for the liquidation and payment of the debt 
of the late Republic of Texas,” approved 3lst January, 1852, 
wherein it was proposed, that the treasurer of the State of Texas 
should liquidate and pay certain enumerated portions of the 
Revenue Debt on the filing of the certificates and proper releases 
therefor—and thereupon the Reserved Five Millions should be 
issued to the State of Texas, pari passu with the payments that 
shonld be made at our treasury. No action was had upon this 
proposition by the Government of the United States until the 
passage of an “Act to provide for the payment of such creditors 
“of the late Republic of Texas as are comprehended in the act 
“of Congress of September 9th, 1850,” which act may be con- 
sidered as passed in response to the proposition of Texas, and is 
the one now submitted to the Legislature for acceptance or 
"jection. 

In order to exhibit a complete history of the legislation of 
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Texas on the matters embraced in the act of Congress in question, 
he committee have deemed it proper to present the Joint Resoln- 
tion ofthe Legislature of Texas, approved Febriary 13th, 1854, 
wherein a settlement of the claims of Texas for Indian Depreda- 
tions, is urged upon the Congress of the United States. ‘The 
Joint Resolution is as follows: l 

‘Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas; 
That our Senators be instructed and our Representatives be 
requested to urge upon the Congress of tke United States the 
settlement of the claim of the Republic of Texas against the 
Government of the United States for expenses incurred in de- 
fending herself against Indian tribes belonging to the United 
States prior to annexation; and that they be authorized to 
accept or reject any proposition that may be made for the fall 
and final adjustmeut thereof, subject to the ratification by the 
Legislature.” 

Your committee now eome, in the order of legislative enact- 
ments to the act of Congress, approved Feb. 28th, 1855 and for 
a more clear understanding of Its provisions they have deter. 

| mined to spread it at length in the body of this report. Itis 
An Act to provide for the payment of such creditors ofthe late 

Republic of Texas as are comprehended in the act of Con- 

gress of September nine, eighteen hundied and fifty. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of | 

the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That in 

zi lieu of the sum of five millions of dollars, payable to the State of | 
| Texas in five per cent. stock of the United States, by the agten- 
titted “ An act proposing to the State of Texas the establishment 

of her northern and western boundaries, the relinquishment'by 

the said State of all territory claimed by her exterior to said boun- 

daries, and of all her claims upon the United States, and toes- 

tablish a territorial government for New Mexico,” passed Sep- | 

tember ninth, eighteen hundred and fifty, the issuing of whieh 

stock was restricted by the first proviso to the fifth proposition | 

contained in the first section of said act, the Secretary of the Treas- 

ury be, and he is hereby authorized to pay to the creditors of the 

late Republic of Texas, who hold such bonds, or other evidences 

of debt for which the revenues of that republic were pledged, as 

were reported to be within the provisions of the said act of Sep- 

tember the ninth, eighteen hundred and fifty, by the report of the | 

late Secretary of the ‘Treasury to the President of the United | 

$ States, and approved by him en the thirteenth day of September, | 
. eighteen hundred and fifty-one, or which come within the pro-| 
visions of said act, according to the opinion upon the Texas con | 
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dressed to the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, under date of September 
twenty-sixth, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, the sum of seven 
millions seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to be. appro- 
priated among the said folders pro rata: Provided, That the 
interest on the debt embraced in this act, shall be determined by 
the existing laws of the State of Texas, _ 

Sec. 2. And be wt enacted, That in all cases where the State 
of Texas may have paid any portion of the debt described in this 
act, the said Secretary shall refund to the proper officer of said 
State the amount actually so paid by the State upon the presen- 
tation at the Treasury Department of the evidences of said debt, 
on which the said State may have made such payment: Provi- 
ded, That said sum shall not exceed the proportion which would 
have been allowed to the creditor of creditors, if such payment 
on said evidences of debt had not been made by the State of Tex- 
as; and where the said sum that may be refunded to the State of 
Texas by the provisions of this section is less than the propor- 
tion which would have been allowed under this act to the hold- 
ers of such evidences of debt, had such payment not been made 
them, such holders shall be entitled to receive the difference 
between said sim and the propottion they would have received 
under this act if no payment had been made them; ahd where 
any original certificates or other evidences of debt have been 
surrendered to the authority of the State of Texas, and new 
certificates issued therefor by said State of Texas, such new 
certificates sha be received as evidences of the original amount 
ofthe claim. 

Seo. 3. And be it further enacted, That no payment shall 
be ‘nade ander this act to any holder of said securities, or evidens 
ces of- debt, unless the said holdér shall first’execute to the Uni- 
ted States a receipt for the said payment, in which said holder 
shall forever release al! claims against the United States for or on 
account of the said securities, or evidences of the debt, also simi- 
lar releases -to said State of Texas, and the said certificates, or 
other evidences of debt, shall then be deposited with the Treas- 
ury Department. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That before payment of 
the moneys aforesaid, the Secretary of the Treasury shall give 
notice, by public advertisement, for the space of ninety days, of 
the time at which said payment will be made, and no payment 
shall be made on any bond, certificate, or evidence of debt, 
which shall not, thirty days before the time limited by said no- 
tice, be presented at the Treasury Department.* 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the sum of seven 
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A 
millions seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars be, and the 
same is hereby appropriated ont of any moneys in tbe ‘Preasury 
not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of carrying into effect 
the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That this act shal} not 
take effect until it shall be assented to by an act of the legisla 
ture of the State of Texas, and a copy of the act of said State 
duly authenticated, deposited’in the Treasury Department at 
Washington, nor until the legislature of the State of ‘Vexas shall 
pass an act withdrawing and abandoning all claims and demands 
against the United States, g crowing out of Indian depredations or 
otherwise. ` 

Approved February 28, 1855. 


Your committee have determined by a majority of its mem- 
bers, to recommend to the House the acceptance of the settle- 
ment A to Texas in :he above recited act of Congress. 

In making this proposition to Texas, the Congress of ‘the Uni- 
ted States cannot be “considered as unmindful of the dignity 
and respect due to ‘Texas asa Sovereign State. The State of 
‘Texas by her solemn legislative assent, given to the Boundary 
Act of September 9th, 1850, cited in ‘this report, admitted the 
Federal Government to be a party equally interested and bound 
as Texas itself, to liquidate the Revenue Debt. The reservation 
of five millions of dollars in the United States Treasury was for 
this specific and avowed object. Thisis not all. The absorp- 
tion by the Federal Government, on annexation taking place, of 
the tounage and impost dues, which Texas had specially pledged 
for the Revenue Debt, renders the Federal Government at least 
equally bound both in morals and in law, for the debt in ques- 
tion. This has been held by the most learned Jurists and States- 
men in our own country ; is clearly laid down by writers*: n in- 
ter-national law; and what is entitled to still more weight with 
us, it is the dictate of common sense and common honesty. The 
United States having become possessed of the means pledged for 
the debt, become themselves responsible for its payment. 

The United States then , by the express agreement of Texas, 


*Grotius.—Lrp. L.c. 9—s.9.—“Quod si uniantur duo popu- 
li, non amittentur jura sed commnunicabuntur, sicut Sabinorum 
ae deinde Albanorum jus in Romanos transfusuni est, et una 
facta’ Respublica, ut Livins loquitur.—Idemque censendum de 
regnis, quae non foedere, aut eo duntaxat quod regem commu 
nem habeant, sed vera unitate junguntur.” 

The following section 10, states the converse doctrine in 
cases of the division of empires, 
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and also in.justice being equally a party to the debt, were enti- 
tled to make a proposition as to the mode and terms of payment 
And their act now before us, while it varies the mode and some 
of the incidents of the proposition contained in the act of Texas, 
of January 31st 1852, above rétited, embraces an éssential prin- 
tiple of the Texas act, in as much as it requires releases in fuli 
to be filed at the Treasury of Texas, thus making Texas the Pay- 
or equal in dignity with the United States. 
The Scaling of the Public Debt is regarded by the committee 
as a Settled policy.of Texas. Itis not proposed now to discuss 
jt; but yeur committee will observe that the act of Congress ful- 
Jy and completely recognizes, adopts and justifies this policy of 
Texas. It varies somewhat the sum or estimate of value which 
the Comptroller and Auditor affixed to our liabilities, but it en- 
dorses in full the principle of scaling as adopted by the Legisla- 
ture ofTexas. It is presumed that no member of your honorable 
body will contend that the principle would be affected by esti- 
mating at seventy-six cents instead of sixty-six, or any smaller 
sum asthe worth of a dollar face value of the debt. - It is almost 
certain that no two men acting under the law for Ascertaining 
the Debt of Texas, would have established the value of that debt 
atthe Same precisesum., Hetrce it is clear, that the act of Con- 
gress uow under consideration does not infract the principle of 
the scaling policy. And this policy being now adopted in the 
act of Congress as just stated, it must forever close the mouths 
of those who have hitherto unjustly reproached Texas with repu- 
diation becanse of her scaling policy. Whatever its merits or 
demerits, the United States are henceforth equally sponsors for 
it with Texas. 

In section 6th, of the act of Congress under consideration, it Is 
provided that the Legislature of Texas shall pass an act with- 
drawing and abandoning all claims and demands against the 
United States for ludian depredatfons or otherwise. Your com- 
mittee beg to observe that this matter has been introduced into 
the-act of Congress in pursuance of the instructions and request 
ofthe Legislature of Texas as embodied in the Joint Resolution 
of February 13th, L854, above recited ; and its appropriateness is 
n an fest when it 1s recollected that no inconsiderable part of the 
debt now to be liquidated, and for which the five millions were 
reserved, were contracted in repelling Indian depredations. 

Your committee invite attention to the third section of the att 
of Congress before ns, which provides that the holders of ev- 
iCences of debt shz]] file releases forever of their claims both at 
the Treasury of the United States and at that of Texas, and also 
deposit these evidences of debt with the Treasury Department.— 
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By this pyovision the ¢reditors who take advantage of tlie settle 
ment herein proposed, solemnly relinquish and forever debar 
themselves from making any claim thereafter. They not only. 
have given up the evidences of debt, but both at the Treasury of 
Texas and that of the United States, their own releases in fot 
would meet them in the face on attempting to set up any subse- 
quent claim. BE 

It has been questioned whether the creditors, who it must be 
allowed are parties to the settlement. would accept of the terms 
now thesubject of deliberation. Your committee feel -confi- 
dent from:such evidence as has come before them, that the 
creditors would avail themselves of the settlement on the terms 
proposed. Monied men have a keen instinct of their own in- 
terest, and they know the danger of delay in congressional and 
legislative action about money bills. 

And tuis naturally brings up the consideration of some con- 
sequences of a rejection of this act—so far as Texas is con- 
cerned. : 

Your committee cannot withhold the expression of a fear that 
a rejection of this Act would be tantamount to an almost in- 
definite adjournment of the settlement of our public debt, and 
this opinion is based on the uniformly tardy action of the 
American Congress, in all legislation where the pecuniary 
rights of their own citizens are involved. We need only advert 
to the legislation on the Beaumarchais claim, the French and 
Neapolitan Indenmities, and indeed almost all others. The 
children of the claimants have become gray before the settle- 
ments have been made.: : 

-But in addition to the nvtorions dilatoriness of congressional 
action in matters of this nature, we have the authority of the 
opinions of our Senators in Congress to confirm onr fears of 
delay in the present case, should we decline the proposition 
now made us. 

If this act be rejected, two years must needs elapse before 
any other could be made and accepted by us. In the mean 
time, interest would in equity be accruing as against Texas — 
itis unquestionably competent for the-State in its sovereign 
capacity to arrest the further accruing of interest as has been 
done from July Ist, 1850. Yet the creditors may in equity de- 
mahd that interest shall be allowed until payment be actually 
made of whatever principal shall be admitted to be due them; 
and more especially as the bonds issued to them by the Repub- 
lic of Texas stipulated expressly for annual interest at eight 
and ten per eent. per annum until paid. Now this interest at 
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the rate stipulated upon the debt as scaled by Texas, to-wit : 
$4,469,756 and admitted on all hands to. be due, amounts to 
near half a million annually. 

In order to present the whole matter to the House, the com- 
mittee, aided by competent gentlemen, have made a computa- 
tion of the difference between the sum that would revert to 
Texas, were the debt paid as scaled by Texas out of the five 
millions—and the sum that would revert to Texas, were it paid 
out of the $7,750,000 as provided for-in the act of the United. 
States. 

Should the proposition of Congress be accepted, the State will 
receive $299,140.97, the amount of the 8 and LO per cent 
Bonds which has been paid, and be relieved from the additional 
amount of $167,990 61, the balance due on the appropriations 


heretofore made for the payment of this class of debt, both of’ 


which amounts are provided for by the Act of Congress. 
Amount of Bonds in the Federal Treasury, $5,000,000 00: 
Par value of the debt as scaled by Texas, $4,467,756 41: 


Difference in favor of Texas, under the | 
$5,000,000, settlement, $532,243 59: 


rt eee, 


Amount coming to. the State, under the 
$7,750,000. settlement viz: Amount 
of 8 and 10 per cent Bonds already paid, $299,140 97 


. Amount appropriated but not yet drawn, $167,990 6L ` 
Difference in favor of. Texas, under the 
$7,750,000 settlement, $467,131 58° 


fe 5 ' } 1 
Difference in favor of the $5,000;000 settlement 
over the $7,750,000 settlement $65,112 01 


oer 


The committee have presented the comparison because it is. 
ene which is naturally instituted. But they would strongly 
urge that no.such option is presented to-Texas, nor: have we. 
any assuratice or probability that it will be hereafter, however 
willing the creditors might be to settle their claims-according 
tothe old scaled rate. ON 

In view of our biennial sessions,;two more years of indebted: 


ness, delay and uncertainty almost inevitably await Texas, iff 
we fail to. accept the terms now- offered us, and then Texas - 


will at best be where we now are—only with her -public-credit 
still more impaired. by her having refused.to pay herdkbt when, 
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possessed of the means to liquidate it in full. The action of 
Congress hitherto justifies the belief that we shall then find 
the reserved five millions of dollars locked up as they now are 
—useless to Texas, useless to the unpaid creditors. 

This debt was contracted by Texas in the conquest of its 
Independence from Mexico. The obligation of patriotism re- 
quires us to pay that debt. There is an obligation still higher. 
We promised to pay that debt at the times it was contracted ; 
honesty requires us to perforn. our promise now that we have 
the means. l be 

These obligations are not impaired if the debts have changed 
hands—if the necessities and hopes defered have compelled 
the original creditors to dispose of their claims to others; our 
obligation is not impaired! What honest minded man world 
consider his promissory note paid, merely becanse the necessity 
of the original payee had compelled him to sell it? What is 
honest among individuals is honest and right among States. 

Your committee have not deemed it incumbent on them to 
urge the claimsof the creditors. It is believed that these may 
fully rely on the Legislature to extend to them justice at as 
early a period as a proper regard to the rights of the State and 
the forms of legislation will permit. 

Your committee have not deemed the Legislature instructed 
by the partial vote given on the Public Debt at the August 
elections. Though a majority of the votes on this subject were 
adverse to the acceptance of the Act of Congress—this appar- 
ent majority was nevertheless a small minority of all the votes, 
actually cast by the people at the late elections. Your com- 
mittee believe the people are as desious as themselves for an 
early practical settlement of the Public Debt, and that they 
will ratify such action as the Legislature in its wisdom shall 
take. 

Should any portion of the monies appropriated by this 
Act remain unclaimed in the Treasury of the United States, 
either by loss of evidences of debt or from neglect of the holders 
to present the same, all such unclaimed monies will belong to 


the State of Texas. 


Your committee have not argued the question before it on 
the grounds of mere utility—they have not dilated on the ad- 
vantages to follow upon the payment of the public debt—such 
as an unrivalled credit at home and abroad for its citizens, 
breathing life into our now languishing public enterprises.— 
Your committee have considered this subject with a jealous 
yegard for the dignity of Texas as a Sovereign State, and a fas: 
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_tidious scrutiny of the manner in which her established poliey 
has been treated by the Federal Government. | 

They have therefore by a majority of its members instructed 
me to report a Bill giving the assent of Texas to the settlement 
on the terms proposed in the Act of Congress of February 28th, 
1855, which bill is herewith submitted. 

` And inasmuch as portions of the public debt are rated under 

the Congressional Act at a less value than has been adjudged 
to. them under the Law of Texas, it has been deemed just for 
the State to make good this deficiency to the holders of these 
portions of the debt, by providing for the payment thereot.—- 
For this purpose, the committee have instructed me to report a 
- Bill making an appropriation of $123,217 56, to meet this de- 
ficiency—which Bill is herewith submitted. 

The committee respectfully recommend the passage of these 
Bills. > -ASHBEL SMITH, Chairman. 

Report received to come up in its regular order. 

Messrs Wood, Smith, of Harrison, and Shaw, of the commit- 
tee on public debt, made the following minority report: 

©- @ REPORT. | 
Comirrer Room, Nov. 29th, 1855, 

To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker of tke 


House of Representatives, œe. 

Sirn:—The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on 
Public Debt, beg leave, most respectfully, to dissent from the 
report of the majority of said Committee on a Bill recommend- 
ing the acceptance of the proposition offered by the United 
States to the State of Texas, for the adjustment of the claims 
of certain creditcrs of the State of ‘Texas. 

In considering this bill fully, many strong and urgent rea- 
sons present themselves to convince and satisfy us that it should 
not pass. 

First—The voice of the people of the State have decided 
against it at the “ ballot box.” Although there was not a full 
vote of the State polled on the question, we are bound by our 
‘laws to be governed by a majority ot those cast for or against 
any question thrown before the people. It is true, there was 
no law in this instance, forcing the people to vote on the ques— 
tion; but at the Governor’s suggestion they did so, and as we 
‘are sent here to represent the wishes of our constituents, we 
are bound on that point; and for that reason we are bound to 
oppose this proposition made by the United States Congress, 

In the second place we contend that the State of Texas has, 
the right to transact her own financial matters in-her own way., 
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She has made and offered a fair and equitable settlement of alf 
her liabilities; one to which none but the creditors themselves, 
have ever objected. To accept this proposition from Congress 
now, would. ‘In our opinion, be an entire abandonment of our 
own actions, long since settled and agreed on. by previous leg— 
islation, which all admit are just and equitable, and submit to 
an aujustment which displeases even the creditors themselves. 


The third.and principal reason why we think it wrong and 
unjust to accept the proposition, is the fact, that by so doing, 
Texas will suffer a pecuniary loss of about two millions two 
hundred and eighty two thousand. two hundred and forty-four 
dollars, to prove the assertion of which we submit the following 
figures, viz: i 


Bonds on the United States Treasury ..... EPET 5,000,000 
Interest until Ist January, 1855........ eee oe 1,250,000 
Premium at 10 per Cent ..c2. ten tke cere eses a oe . 500,000 

. 6,750,000 


Total debt of Texas, with interest, to Ist®Iuly, 1850, 4,467,756 


Balance due Texas.......0..0..000. $2,282,244 


This amount Texas will lose in hard money by the operation. 
To which we may add the amount due her on account of In- 
dian depredations, which she releases by accepting this Bil, 
This, says Gen. Rusk, is 3,800,000 dollars, which amount the 
United States justly owes to the State of Texas; that amount 
having been expended in defending herself when the United 
States was bound, by treaty, to protect ber against Indian dep- 
redations. This amount, added to the foregoing figures, gives 
us the sum of six millions eighty-two thousand two hundred 
and forty-four dollars, to be lost to the State of Texas, by the 
acceptance of this bill. Again: We think thatif.this Bill be 
accepted, instead of getting rid of future legislation on the 
subject, as contended by some, we will only open the door for 
beginning. The creditors themselves are dissatisfied with it, 
but urge its passage, because, as has been said already. by some 
who represent large amounts of this debt, that the pro rata 
amount will be placed to their credit in the United States 
Treasury, and then, as they are not required to file releases un- 
til the money is drawn, they can come back on the State of 
‘Texas for the face value of their bonds, which they are sure 
to do if we accept the terms of this Bill. 

For these, and many other reasons whieh might be adduced, 
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we are constrained to dissent from the opinion of a majority of 
the Committee. All of which is respectfully submitted. : 
J. M. WOOD, 
JAMES SHAW, 
D. C. SMI VH. 

Report received to come up in its regular order. 

A message was received from the Senate through their sec- 
retary, informing the House of the passage of the following 
bills, originating in the Senate: 

A bill to prevent hunting by fire light. 


A bill supplementary to an act to establish and incorporate | 


- the college of DeKalb—approved 26th January, 1839. 
A. bill to create the thecoanty of Erath. 

A bill for the relief of Alfred H. Wiley. 

& bill for the relief of Joseph Luce, David Luce, heirs of 
John Luce, heirs of Abb Luce Sen., and the heirs of Abb Luce 
Jun. ; 

A bill to incorporate the town of Chapel Hill. 

A biil to prevent the carrying of concealed weapons. 

A bill to create the county of Comanche. 

Also, that the Senate had appointed Messrs. Doane, Palmer, 
and Hill, a committee to act in conjunction with the commit- 
tee on the part of the House,.to take into consideration that 
portion of the Governor’s message and accompanying docu- 
ments, in regard to the investigation of land-titles West of the 
Nueces river. a 

On motion of Mr Parker of T., the rule defining the order of 
business was suspended, and the majority and minority reports 
of the committee on public debt were taken up. 

Mr Parker of T., moved that 1000 copies each ot said reports 
and accompanying bills be printed, and that-‘they be made the 
special order of the.day for Thursday next. The yeas and nays 
being called for, the House proceeded to--vote.. 

Mr Adrian moved to adjourn until Monday; at 9 o’elock A. 
M.; ruled ont of.order, the House being engaged in.voting on 
the motion of Mr Parker. 

On motion of Mr Dancy, acall of the Heuse was ordered. 
Mr Stedman moved to suspend the call—Honuse refused. 

Mr Sayles moved to suspend -the call—House refused. ` 

Mr Stedman moved to despatch the .Sergeant-at-arms for 
absentees; lost. 


Mr Throckmorton.moved to -adjourm until’ Monday, at ten 
velock A. M. 


Mr Parker of T. rose toa question of order; viz.: that the 
Hon:e was actuaily eugaged in voting on -the motion to have 
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rinted 1000 copies each of the majority and minority reports 
of the committee on public debt, “and that they ‘be Maa H the 
special order of the day for Thursday next, and that theretore 
a motion to adjourn was out of order. 
The Speaker ruled ‘that the House being under a call, a 
motion to adjourn was in order. | 
The motion to adjourn until Monday at 10 o’clock A. M. 
being befere the House, and the yeas and nays being demanded, 
the vote stood as follows: l Sa C 
Yuas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Askew Bell, Cleveland of 
L., Dancy, Davis, Devereaux, Dickson, Dougherty; Gaines, 
Guy, Hale, Latham, Martin of H., Randolph, Smith of N., Sul 
livan, Throckmorton, and Williams ‘of S.—20. ` l 
Nays.—Messrs. Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, Brown, Burress, 
Busby, Chariton, Cleveland of B, Crabbe, Crosby, Dalrymple, 
Darden of C, Darden of G, Dennis, Eetor, Ellison, Francis, 
Gay, Green, Hines, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, 
Locke, Martin of L, McClanahan, McCown, MeMillin, Melton, 
Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Nickles, Norton, Ochil- 
tree, Owings, Parker of A, Parker of T, Parsons, Pettus, Poags 
Pollock, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing Sayles, Shav. 
Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, 
Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, 
West, White, Williams of L, Witt, Wood, and Worsham—s2, 

So the House refused to adjourn. . 

By leave of the House, Mr Sayles obtained leave of absence. 

On motion of Mr Dancy, call of the House suspended. 

The vote upon the motion to have printed 1000 copigs each 
of the majority and minority reports of the committee on Pu 
lic Debt, with the bills, and that they be made the special orde 
of the day for Thursday next, was then announced as follows: 

Yuas.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, - Askew 
Bell, Bonner, Brown, Burress, Busby, Chariton, Cleveland o 
B, Cleveland of L, Crosby, Darden of C, Darden’ of G, Davis 
Dennis, Devereaux, Ellison, Gaines, Gay, Green, Junker, Kin 
Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of H, McCown, Merric 
Moore, Neblett, Nickles, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker 
A, Parker of T, Parsons, Pettus, Richardson, Rushing, Sayle 
Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith ef Harrison, Stout, Sulliva 
Tarver, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Waelde 
West, Wood, and Worsham—40. . 

Nays.—Messrs. Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dancy, Dickson, Doug 
erty, Ector, Francis, Guy, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Locke, Mar 
tin of L, McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Poa 
Pollock, Randolph, Runnels, Shaw, Smith of N, Stedman, Ta 
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ton, Taylor, White, Williams of L, Williams of S, and Witt 


—3l. 

So the motion was adopted. l 

On môtion, the House adjourned until Monday 10 o'clock 
ALM. 


Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, December 3d; 1855. l 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
presetit. 

Journal of Saturday last, read and adopted. 

| PETITIONS. 7 

Mr West presented the petition of Theo. Kohlhass, James 
White and others—referred to the committee on private land 
claims, No. 2. 

Mr Arnold presented the petition of the county court of Co- 
mat-county—referred to the committee on state affairs. 

Mr Trueheart presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Bexar county, in favor of defining Bexar county proper, and 
against the erection of any other county infringing on the same 
—-referred to committee on county boundaries. 

Mr McMillin presented the petition‘of citizens of Elm Creek, 
in Falls county, praying to be attached to Beil county—referred 
to committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Smith, of Harris, presented the petition of sundry citizens 
of Harris, Liberty and Galveston counties, to create the county 
of San Jacinto, accompanied with a bill—referred to the com- 
mittee on county boundaries. __ 

Mr Stedman presented a memorial of the grand jury of Rusk 
county, foran amendment of the laws relating to roads—refer- 
red to committeé on roads and ferries, 

Mr Waelder presented-the petitions of sundry citizens of Be- 
zar and Medina counties, for an extension of the limits of Me- 
dina county —referred to the committee on county boundaries. 
~ Mr Bee presented the petition of Thos J Rusk and James H 
Starr—referred to the committee, on private land claims, No. 1. 

Mr Waelder presented a memorial from sundry citizens of Be- 
xar county, protesting against being included in the connty of 
Shackleford, or within any other new county—referred to. the 
committee on county boundaries. l 
Mr West presented the petition of Joseph Harrell for relief, 
lor damages sustained by the erection of the Governor’s residence 
~—referred to committee on county boundaries. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr Randolph, chairman of the committee on claims and ac, 
ounts, made the following report: 
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Your committee on claims and accounts, to wlrom was, re- 
ferred the petition of E A Merchant, together with the accom- 
panying vouchers, have had the same under: consideration, 
and I am instrueted by rhe committee to report tlie same back 
to the House, aud recommend the rejection thereof—report re- 
ceived, to come up in its regular order. 

Mr Tarver, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, 
made the following reports’ . 8 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
“bill to be entitled, an act declaring the powers and duties of 
deputy clerks,’ have considered the-same, and have instructed 
me to report the bill back to the House, and to recommend its 
passage—report received, to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on judiciary, to whom was referred the peti: 
tion of ArthurG Wavell, have considered the.same, and have 
instructed me to report the accompanying bill, and recommend 
its passage. It is believed that the bill is so guarded that no 
prejudice can result to the State from its adoption—report re- 
ceived, and bill read first time, l . 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
“petition of RS Hightower, for permission to practice law,” 
have considered the same, and have instructed me to report the 
petition back to the House, and recommend the passage of the 
accompanying bill to carry out its object—report received, and 
bu: read first time. 

The committee on the judiciary, to. whom, was referred the 
bill to be entitled, an act in relation to the qualification of judg 
es and jurors, have had the same under consideration, and in- 
struct me tu report the same back to your honorable body, and 
to recommed its passage-—report received, to come up in its 
regular order. 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition of the citizens of Comal county, to levy a tax for 

chool purposes, have considered the same, and instruct me to 
report the same back tothe House, and recommend its ref- 
erence to the committee on education—report received, to come 
ap in its regular order, | 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
“bill to enable the counties, through’ which the (Galveston, 
Honston and Henderson Railroad may pass, or which may be 
contiguous to the same, to subsertbe for stock therein,” hav 
had the same under consideration. The committee see no ob 
jections to the constitutionality of the proposed act; its expe 
diency they did not feel called upon to consider. They hav 


157 


therefore, instructed me to report the bill back to the House, 
and retominend its reference to the committee on Internal Im- 
provements—raport received, to come up in its regular order. 

The‘committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
“bill to create a board of State Land Commissioners, and to 
define their powers and duties,” have considered the same, and 
instruct me to reportthat they cordially approve of the objects 
of said bill; they further-instruct. me to say, that these objects 


are fully provided for, in the “bill to establish a board of claims? - 


heretofore recommended by this committee -to the favorable 
action of your honorable body—repert received, to come up in 
its regular order. | : 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
bill entitled, an act to amend the 45th section of an act sup- 
plemettal to an act concerning crimes and punishments,” have 
taken the sume‘into consideration, and have insfructe! me to 
report the same back to’the House, and to recommend its pas- 
sage——report received, to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred ‘the 
resolution requiring said committee to examine into tlie expe- 
dieney of transferring -bills for relief to the district courts of 
those counties in which the applicants may reside, have had 
the same under consideration, and instruct me to report that 
they cordiaily approve of the objects of said resolution; they 
farther instrnct me to report that these objects are fully provi- 
ded for in the bill to establish a court of claims; heretofore re- 
commended by this committee to the favorable consideration of 
your honorable body—report received, to come up in its regu- 
lar order. 

Mr Ector, chairmancof the committee on Federal Relations, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Federal Relations, to whom was referred 
“a bill supplementary to an act, entitled anact making provis- 
ion for ranning and marking the boundary line, between the 
state of Texas and the territories of the United States.” have 
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to 
report as follows: l 

Your committee are informed that the subject of therunning 
ad defining our northern boundary of this State, will be 
brought to the attention of Congress, by the delegation trom 
tis State,at an early day during the session thereof; that the 
probability-is, that a bill for the purpose above mentioned will 
son become a law, . 

Your committee are, therefore, of opinion thatthe appropria- 
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tion, on the part of this State should, at once be made se as that 
there may exist no impediment in the way of the early com- 
pletion of this desirable object. The passage of the bul is re- 
spectfully recommetided—report received, to come up in its reg- 
ular order. 

Mr Merrick, chairman of the committee on County Bounda- 
ries, made the following report: 

The committe on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
a bill better defining the division line between the counties of 
Cook and Grayson, have considered the same, and beg leave to 
report the bill back to the House, and recommend its passage— 
report received, to come up in its regular order. | 

Mr Ardrey, oneof the committee on the judiciary, made the | 
following report: 

The judiciary committee, to whom has been referred the bill en- 
titled “an act to authorize the district clerk ef Harrison coun- 
ty to transcribe certain records,” have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have instructed me to make the following re- 

ort: 

That the frequency of application to the Legislature for the 
passage of single individual relief bills, of the character of the 
one above described, and to which no reasonable objection can 
be urged, except the loss of time employed in their examina- 
tion, which is productive of much expense to the State; and: 
in order to economize as much as possible in that particular, has- 
made it necessary to recommend the passage of a general law 
on the subject of granting the county courts, of the several 
counties of the State, the authority to cause the reeords of any 
of their courts to be transcribed whenever it may be necessary 
for their preservation. Wherefore they have directed me to 
report the following bill, as a substitute for the one referred, and 
that they recommend its passage—report received, to come up 
in itsregular order. 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined “an act 
making an appropriation for the per diem pay, and mileage, of 
the members of the sixth Legislature, and the per diem pay 
of the officers of the same;” and a bill, authorizing Archibald 
F Leonard to erect a mill on, and construct a dam across the 
West fork of the Trinity river, and find the same correctly 
engrossed—report accepted. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr Green offerred the following resolution: -- 


TÉO 


Resolved, that the chief clerk öf the House of: Represenita- 
> ata ig Kawah incitniies Hamia odn 
tives be, dnd he is hereby’ instrifctéd to procttré’a’ good pen- 
knife, and a good gold pen for each member of this House, 
and pay for the samé out of the contingent fund. 

On motion of Mr Ector, laid on the table. 

Mr Brown introduced a bill to amend the ninth section of 
an act, entitled ai act concerning free persons of color—read 
first time. l 


Mr Martin of L, jntroduced a bill regulating and restricting 
the sale of spirituous or vinous liquors—read first time. 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton, Mr Williams of L, was 
added to the committees on Public Debt, Private Land Claims, 
No. 1, and Internal Improvements. : 

Mr Ochiltree introduced a joint resolution, instructing our 
Senators in Congress to urge the negociation of a treaty with 
Mexico for the reciprocal rendition of slaves and persons held 
to service from one country to the other —read first time. 

-Mr Bell-offered the following resolution : 

Kesolwed, That lhe committee on Internal Improvements be 
instructed to report a bill to repeal all laws, and parts of laws, 
donating lands to any Railroad Companies, on and after the 
first day of July, A D 1856—lost. . 

Mr Stedman introduced a bill, to incorporate the Henderson 
and Louisiana Railroad company —read first time. 

Mr Ector introduced a bill, to create, and incorporate the 
Henderson and Texas Railroad company—re..d first time. 

By leave of the House, Mr Merrick, chairman of the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries, made the following report: 

The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
the petition’ of sundry citizens of the town of Dallas, asking 
for the grant of a charter hereunto annexed, respectfully beg 
leave to report the same back to the House, and recommend its 
passage—report received, and bill read first time. | 

‘Mr Davis introduced a bill, for the relief of Malinda Mor- 
ris or assignees—read first time. 

Also, a bill for the relief of James R Turner or assignees 
—read first time. | 

-Mr McCowan introduced a bill, to place creditors of the 
State, who have accepted “an act to provide for ascertaining 
the debt of the late republic of Texas,” approved, March 20, 
1848, and been paid accordingly, upon the same footing with 
claimants who have rejected the same—read first time. 

Mr Darden of G, introduced a bill to suppress tippling— 
tead first time. i E 
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Mr Locke offered the following resolution > Whereas, under 
existing regulations of this House there are numerous bills amd 
petitions for private relief, of a similar character, which might 
be embraced in ong general Jaw, therefore l 

Resolved, That committees, No. 1 and 2, or Private Land 
Claims, are not required to report to this House until twenty 
bills in number shal! be referred to either of their respective 
chairmen. 

Resolved, That this resolution be in force until the first day 
of Jannary next—laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr Kittrell offered the following resolution : 

fesolved, That atter this day this body will not receive, or 
entertain any new petiticns, bills or resolutions (except ng 
those reported fiom the Senate, and the different committees 
of the House) until those already before the House shall have 
passed their second reading, and referred to their appropriate 
committees—laid on the table one day for consideration. 

By leave of the House, Mr Ochiltree, chairman of a selegt 
committee, merde the following report: 


aoa 


~, 


I am directed by the special committee, to whom was refer- 
the subject of the six companies of mounted volunteers, to re- 
port the following substitut , and to recommend its passage. 

On motion of Mr Ochiltree, the rule, defining the order of 
business suspended, report taken up, and substitute adopted. 

Mr Witt offered the following amendnient: strike ont fifty 
dollars in section 4, and insert twenty-five dollars—on motion 
of Mr Tarver, laid on the table 

Mr Stedman offered the following amendment: strike out 
“fifty.” and insert one hundred—on motion of Mr Tarver, laid — 
on the table. 

Mr Sayles offered the following amendment: amend by in- 
serting seventy-five dollars—fost. 5 

Mr Stedman offered the following amendment: add; provi- 
ded, that if any of the: mustering officers shall have actually 
expended, out of his private means, in executing bis commis- 
sion, more than the sum of fifty dollars, he shall receive as 
much as be has so expended. — 

Mr Brown offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment: Provided further, that the officer make ont his account 
under oath, and that not more than one hundred dollars shall 
be paid in any case—on motion of Mr Tarver, laid on the table- 

On motion of Mr Reeves, amendment offered, by Mr Sted 
man laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton, bill ordered to be engrossed. 
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Mr Tarver introdneed a bill, to incorporate Cartmel Lodge, 
No. 39, I Oof O F—read first time. 

The hour having arrived, to take up the report of the Jadi- 
ciary committee on a bill to ‘establish a court of claims against 
the state of T’exas, made the special order of to day at 12 
o'clock, M, the same was, on motion of Mr Randolph, made the 
special order of the day for Friday next, at 12 o'clock, M. 

On motion of Mr Ector, the rule defining the order of bu~ 
siness suspended, and a bill to provide ‘for the payment of the 
six companies of mounted volunteers, mustered: into the service 
of the state of Texas on the first day of Nov., 1854, and to 
provide for the payment of ballance of expenses incurred 
by said companies taken up—read third time and passed, 

On motion of Mr Sullivan, Mr Sayles was added tothe com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr Bee offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on Slaves and Slavery, be re- 
quesied to take into consideration, and report to the Honse their 
conclusion upon the following subjects, to wit; 


Ist. An extradition treaty eee the Unit ed States and 


Mexico, for the mutual surrender of fugitives from justice, or 
labor. 


2d. An act to encourage the recovery of fugitive slaves from 
Mexico, by the payment from the State Teo of a suitable 
reward for every ruzitive slave delivered to the Sheriff, on the 
Rio Grande, the amount to be reimbursed to the State, by the 
owner thereof, or in default of the owner, from the sale of such 
slave, and the residue, after paying the State, to be deposited in 


the Treasury, subject to the demand of the owner, when neces- 
sary proof shall be made, 


3d. The appointments by the Gu of a commissioner to 
confer with the authorities on the West side of the Rio Grande, 
for the settlement and arrangement of all questions at present 
atissue,so furas the same can be done cousistently with the 
laws ot tue United States and of this State. 

4th, The passage of a law to forbid the printing, publication 
or dissemination of abolition or other doctrines, within the lim- 
its of this State, which may endanger, or tend to weaken the 
institution of slav ery as if now exists amongst us, in any lav- 
guage whatever, under such penalties as the committee may 
suggest—adopted. 

On motion of Mr Brown, the House proceeeed to take up the 
business on the Speaker’s table, and the orders of the day, 


SO OM iy e 


ahaa 


n 
ad 
“ ž 
Manae em ae i A R E e - 
_}j. 
k 


163 
ORDERS OF THE DAY.” | ae 
Mr Brown moved to suspend the rule defining the order of 
business, and that a report of the zommittee on State affairs, 
recommending the passage of a bill to fix the salary of the 
Governor be taken up—lost. 
Mr Moore moved to reconsider the vote refusing to suspend 
the rule. . S ; 
The yeas and nays being called for, the vote was as follows; 
Yuas—Messrs Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, Busby,.Cleve- 
land of B, Crosby, Darden of C, Darden of G, Davis, Dennis, 
Devereaux, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Guy, Junker, 
King. Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of H, McMillin, Mer- 
rick, Moore, Ochiltree, Parker of A, Parker of T, Parsons, 
Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Sherwood, 
Smith of Harris, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Tompkins, 


” Triggs, Truehart, Waelder, West, White, Williams of L, and 


Worsham, 51. Nays—Messrs Adrian, Askew, Bell, Bonner, 
Chariton, Cleveland of L, Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dancy, Dickson, 
Dougherty, Ellison, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Locke, Martin of L, 
McClanahan, Melton, Middleton, Owings, Pettus, Reeves, 
Richardson, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Throckmorton, 
Williams of S, Witt and Wood, 31. 

So the vote refusing to suspend the rule was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr Rushing, Mr Taylor was excused from at- 
tendance on the House. i 

Question recurring upon the motion to suspend the rule, and 
that the bill to fix the salary of the Governor be taken up, the 
yeas and nays being demanded, the rule was suspended by the 
following vote: . | 

Yeas—-Messrs Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Browne, 
Busby, Cleveland of B, Crosby, Darden of ©, Darden of G, 
Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, 
Gaines, Gay, Green, Guy, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, 
Lawhon, Locke, McCowan, McMillin, Merrick, Moore, Ochil- 
tree, Parker of A, Parker of T, Parsons, Poag, Pollock, Ran- 
dolph, Richardson, Runnels, Rushiug, Sayles, Sherwood, Smith 
of Harris, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Tompkins, Trigg, 
Truehart, Waelder, White, Williams of L, and Worsham, 55. 

Nays—-Mr Adrian, Askew, Charlton, Cleveland of L, 
Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dancey, Dickson, Hale, Hines, Hooker, 
Martin of H, Martin of L, McClanahan, Melton, Middleton, 
Owings, Pettus, Reeves, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, 
Throckmorton, Williams of S, Witt and Wood, 26. ` 

The report was then taken up, and Mr Browne moved that the 
bill be engrossed. 
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Mr Hale offered the following amendment: amend by strik- 
ing out “$3000,” and insert ‘$2500”—on motion of Mr Trigg, 
Jaid on the table. 

Mr Bell offered the following amendment: strike out “$3000,” 
and insert “$3500,”—-on motion of Mr Charlton, laid on the 
table. l 

Mr Kittrell offered the following amendment: strike out 
“$3000,” and insert “$2700”——-on motion of Mr Green, laid 
on the table. 

Question recurring upon the engrossment of the bill, the 
same was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr Ector moved to further suspend the rule, and that the bill 
be read a third time, and passed—lost. 

The following communication from his Excellency, the Gov- 
ernor, was then read : 


Executive OFFICE. 
Austin, Texas, Nov. 30th, 1855, } 
Gentlemen of the Senate 
and House of Representatives : 


I send you herewith, the annual reports of the State Treas- 
urer, for the year 1854 and 1855, and also the biennial report 
of the Comptroller of the public accounts, for the years 1854 
and 1855. 

These reports contain much valuable information in regard 
to the financial condition of the State, and many recommenda- 
tions worthy of careful consideration. . 

On-motion of Sayles, referred to the committee on Printing, 
with instructions to have printed one thousand copies each, of 
the Governor’s message, and accompanying reports. = 

Pending when the Hoúse adjourned on Friday last, viz: 

Report of the committee on the Judiciary on a bil! to amend 
an act to provide for tle payment of grand and petit Jurors, 
passed February 1850. 7 

A message was received from the Senate, through their sec- 
retary, informing the House that the Senate had appointed 
Messrs Maverich,Taylor of Cass,and Caldwell a select commit- 
te on the petition of the heirs of Benj R Milam, and re- 
questing the appointment of a like committee, on the part of 
the House. 

Mr Ardrey offered the following amendment: amend by ivn- 
terting “three dollars,” instead of “six dollars,” as by the bill, 
and also, by striking ont the proviso to the second section. 

Mr Tarver moved to lay the amendment on the table—lost. 
Mr Tarver offered the following substitute to the amend ment: 


i 
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strike out six dollars, and insert five dollars whenever it may 
oecur'in the ‘bill. z 

Mr Truehart offered the following amendment to the bill: 
amend by inserting after'the words, “six dollars,” ‘payable 
by the party in whose favor the judgement is rendered, and 
before the same is entered of record.” 

Mr Waelder offered the following amendment to the bill: 
amend so as to impose’a jury fee of three dollars, in all cases 
which are decided or dispused of without the intervention of a 
jary—ruled ont of order, being-an amendment in the third 
degree. 

‘On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow, 100’clock, 
AM. 


House of REPRESENTATIVES, “ 
Austin, Dec. 4th, 1855. 

House met purstant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Journal of yesterday read aid adopted. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr Darden of G. presented the petition of Archibald Jones, 
for relief; referred to committee on private land claims, No. |. 

Mr McMillin presented the petition of James Anderson, tot 
relief; referred to committee on private land claims, No. 2. 

Mr King presented the petition of sundry citizens of Guada. 
lupe county, protesting against a change of county boundaries; 
referred to committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Gaines presented the petition of Mrs. D. E. V. Brown, 
for relief; referred to committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr Ardrey presented the petition ot H. G. Warverson, for 
relief; referred to coinmittee on private land claims, No. 1. 

Mr Melton presented the petition of Peter Crudden, for relief; 
referred to committee on private land claims, No.1. 

Mr Parker of A. presented the petition of Wm. Little, Jyn., for 
relief; referred to committee on private land clarins, No. 1. 

Mr West presented the petition of Squire Fletcher, for privi- 
lege to peddle without licence; referred to committee on State 
affairs. 

Mr Latham presented the petition of Martha Brennan, for 
relief; referred to committee on private land claims, No. 2. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr Shaw, chairman of the cominittee on private land claims 
No. 1, made the following reports: , 
The committee on private land claims, No. 1, to whom was 
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referred the petition of Thaddeus Douglass, have liad'the same 
under consideration. The committee are satisfied from thetes- 
timony adduced, that the applicant was seventeen- years. of age 
before the first day of January 1840; that he has resided in the 
Republie and State of Texas since 1831 to the present time, 
and consequently is entitled. to 320-acres of land. The com= 
committee have, therefore, instructed me to report tue accom- 
panying bill, and respectfully recommend its passage ;- report 
received, and bill read first time. 


The committee on private land claims, No. 1, to whom was. 


referred the petition of Basil Darbin, of Jackson county, for 
reltef, have maturely heard the prayer of the-petitioner; and the 
testimony, and have instructed me to report: 

That Basil Durbin arrived in Texas in the spring of, ’25, and 
constituted one gf the assistants of James Kerr in the first sur- 
veys of DeWitt’s colony—that in July 1826 he was permanently 
wounded in the shoulder; that he was active in nearly every 
Indian campaign until'too feeble to serve; that he was at the 
San Saba fightin 18-9, and-in Bowie’s campaign of 1832; that 
he. was one of a party of five with Capt. Henry Brown, 
who undertook to re-capture agang of run-away negroes in San 
Antonio, the property of planters on Red River; that in that 
-affair Durbin. was attacked by a party of Mexican soldiers, 
received six shots in his body, and was imprisoned over a year 
in the calaboose. That about two years ago, the bone of said 
iurbin’s right arm, from: the effects of the wound received in 
1826, broke in two, and perished away, and his arm is hope» 
lessly ruined. He has never asked or received anything but- 
his original headright, and is now 61 years. of age, helpless and 
destitute. His high. character as a good and patriotic, citizen 
is fully vouched for by several members of this House. fy 
view of all these facts, the committee haye instructed me to re- 
port the accompanying bill, and respectfully recommend its 
passage; report received, and biil'read: first time. 
` Mr Randolph, chairman of the committee on claims.and ac- 
counts, made the following report : 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition and accompanying documents.of Geoge Neill, have 
. carefully considered the same, and: I am instructed’ by a ma— 

jority of the-committee to report the same back to the House, 
and recommend its indefinite postponement ; report received. 
to come up in its regular order, 

Mr Dennis, chairman.of the. committee on engrossed. bills, 
made the following report :, ; 
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The committee on engrossed bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills: “ A bill for the relief of George W. Shelton ”—“ A 
bill requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
perform certain duties therein named ”—* A bill for the relief 
of Hon. A. W.O. Hicks, Judge of the fifth Judicial District” 
—“ A bill to change the name of Julius Valentine Cook, of 
Fayette county, to that of Richard Valentine Cook ”—* A bill 
to be entitled, an act to provide for the- better security of the 
archives of the State Department ”—“A bill for the relief of 
the heirs, assignees, and vendees of Wm. F. Allison, deceased ” 
—‘ A bill to be entitled, An act to provide a permanent aud safe 
building for the use of the State Department, the Executive, and 
the Attorney General of the State of Texas,” and “a bill to in- 
corporate the town of Linden, in Cass county, Texas,” all o 
which are correctly engrossed ; report accepted. 


Mr McCowan, chairman of the committee on military affairs, 
made the following report : 

The committee on military affairs, to whom was referred a 
communication from his Excellency the Governor, with accom- 
panying documents, in which is estimated the amount that will 
be necessary to pay for the supplies, &., furnished Capt. James 
H. Callahan’s company of monnted rangers, as well as for the 
pay and subsistence of the volunteers under Cayptain’s Benton 
and Henry, have examined the rolls and vouchers of Captain 
Callahan’s company, and believe the estimate to be correct. 

AS there is no statementor vouchers to guide your committee 
in the estimate of pay &c. for Benton and Henry’s companies, 
they have made their estimate agreeable to contracts for Captain 
Callahan’s company, as follows: 


EsTIMATE ror Pay, &., or CAPT. CALLAHAN’S Company. 
For Supplies, &c. &c., as per vouchers Ato L.... $5, 357 25 


“& Estimate pay &c., for three months..........- 8,233 87 
“ Horses, equipments, &c., lost in service, about 2,500 00 


Total for Callahan’s company, 3 months............. $16,091 12 
ESTIMATE FOR Pay &c. or VOLUNTEERS UNDER CapTatn’s 
Benton anD Henry. 

MOL SPPE Oane sawn Pad eae Paloma es $ 78390 
T horses, &ce., lost in Benton’s company,........ 900 00 
“ Losses in Henry’s company, about,............ 1,000 00 

t Pay &c., Benton and Heary’s company,........ 2,491 32 

“¢ Forage for sixty-seven horses thirty days,..... 580 
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Total for Benton and a company, sso se. $ 5,755 22 
16, ,U91 12 
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Total for these ‘companies, E TEE BOL, OAG OF 

‘Your committee, feeling the necessity of immediate action, 
have requested me to report back to the House the accompanying 
bill and recommend its passage: report received, and bill read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr Waelder the rule defining ‘the order of busi- 
ness Suspended, report taken up, bill read second time, and or— 
dered to be’ engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Waelder rule further suspended, and bill 
read third time. 

Mr Brown offered the following amendment: 

“Sec. 6. “That the Governor he authorized to take such steps 
as may be necessary to secure the payment of the sums herein 
appropriated by the Government of the Unijed States to the 
State of Texas; adopted. 

Aud bill as amended, passed. 

Mr Tarver chairman of the committee on the J udiciary, made 
the following reports : 

The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred the 
Senate’s bill, for the relief of Clinton Thompson have had the 
same under consideration, and they instruct me to report the bill 
back to the House, and to recommend its passage ; report received 
to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred the res- 
olution requiring an examination into the expediency of changing 
the time of setting of the supreme court of the State, have con- 
sidered the same, and have instructed me to report the accompa- 
nying bill, and to recommend its passage ; report received, and 
bill read first time. 

Mr Throckmorton, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provemeuts, made the following report : 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
terred “ A bill to be entitled An act supplemental to an act to 
incorporate the Marshall Rail Road Company, and to amen 
the second section of the same,” have had the same 
uuder consideration, and have instructed me to report to the 
House the accompanying bill as a substitute therefor, and to 
recommend its passage, all of which is respectfully submitted ; 
report received to come up in its regular order. 

By leave of the House, Mr Darden of G. presented the petition 
of Thomas P, Fowle, for relief ; referred to committee on pri- 

vate land claims, No. 1. 
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BILLS-AND RESOLUTIONS.” 7 

Mr Randolph introduced a bill to incorporate Texas Christian 
College ; read first time. | Si 

Mr Brown introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of Geo. 
Wagoner, deceased ; read first time. l ' 

Mr Darden of C. introduced a bill for the- relief of the heirs of 
Joshua Barstow, deceased ; read first time. Ei 

Mr Owings intréduced a bill to create a new land district out 
of the territory comprised: within the county of Karnes} read 
first time. 

Mr Brown offered the following resalution : 

Resolved, That the Hon. Joseph ©. Rushing be, and he is 
hereby authorized to receive and receipt for,the mileage and’ per 
diem pay due the late Joseph O. Harrison, deceased, late Repre- 
sentative from the counties of Cherokee and Angelina, and to 
truusmit the same to the widow of said Harrison. 

Mr Locke offered the following amendment : 

Add, “and that the pay be computed upto the time at which 
the successor of the Hon. J. C. Harrison shall arrive at Austin. 

On motion of Mr Cleveland of L., amendment laid on the 
table. 

Mr Ector moved the main question—the question being— 
“shall the main question be now put?” was.put and carried: 

‘The main question being the adoption or rejection of the res- 
olution, the same was put, and the resolution adopted. 

Mr Gaines introduced a bill to authorize and* require county 
courts to regulate andprotect roads, and to cause the same to be 
kept in good repair; read first time. 

Me Cleveland of L. introduced a bill to declare the name of, 
and to legitimate Amanda Matilda, daughter of Eliza R. Spreech- 
er; read first time. 

Mr Bee offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the rules regulating the order of bnsiness be 
so amended as to. provide that upon the presentation of a bill or 
joint resolutiqn, it shall be read a first time for information, and 
»then be read a second time: by. eaption, and referred to the appro- 
priate committee, provided, that should the measure not require. 
the action of a committee, the same shall take its regular position, 
and come up ou its second reading. 

On motion of Mr Bee, the rule requiring the resolution to .be 
laid en the table one day for consideration suspended, and..reso- 
lution adopted. 

By leave of the House, Mr Sullivan presented the petition of 
Felix G. Secrest, for relief;.referred tọ committee on, private 
land claims, No. 2. 


o 
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: Mr Poag introduced a bill to suppress the retail of spirituous 

ər vinous liquors in small quantities ; read first time, 

On motion of Mr Tarver, the vote adopting ‘the resolution 
authorizing the Hon. J. C. Rushing to receive the perdiem and 
mileage of the late J, C. Harrison, and remit the game to thé 
widow of the deceased—was reconsidered. 

Whereupon Mr Tarver offered the following amendment : The 
pay of said Joseph C. Harrison shall be computed and paid to 
the efid of the present session of the Legislature. 

Mr Adrian offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment: “And thatsaid amount be raised by equal contribution 
of members and officers of the House.” 

On motion of Mr Green laid on the table. . 

Question being upon the adoption of Mr Tarver’s amend- 
ment, the-yeas and nays berng called for, the vote stood as 
follows : ` 

Yras—Messrs. Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Cleveland of B. 
Crosby, Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Dougherty, 
Francis, Green, Hooker, Junker, Latham, McCowan, Merrick, 
Parker of A., Poag, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, 
Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Newton, Stout, Sullivan, 
Tarver, ‘Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, 
Waelder, West, Williams ot S., and Witt—39. -> . 

Nayvs— Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Askew, Brown, Burress, Bus- 
by, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dickson, 
Ector, Ellison, Gaines, Gay, Guy, Hale, Hines, King, Kittrell, 
Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, Me- 
Millin, Melton, Middleton, Owings, Parker of T., Parsons, Pet- 
tus, Pollock, Randolph, Runnels, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, 
Stedman, Tarlton, White, Williams of L., and Wood—43., | 

So the amendment was lost. 

On motion of Mr White, amendmend offered by Mr. Locke, 
viz,—Add, “and that the pay be computed up tothe time at 
which the successor of Hoa. J. C. Harrison shall arrive at 
Austin—was taken from the table. 

Mr Ector offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ent: Provided that he shall not draw pay for longer than the 


rst day of January, if the successor of the deceased is not 
dlified by that time; adopted. 


Amendment as amended, adopted. 
Resolution as amended, was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr Brown, the Chief Clerk was in- 
ructed to transmit to the Senate the message of the Governor, 
nd the accompanying reports of the State ‘Treasurer, for the 


tars 1854 and 1855, and of the Comptroller of Public accounts 
t the years 1854 and 1855. 
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Mr Throckmorton, moved that a select committee be appointed 
to act with the committee on the part of the Señate, on the clai 
of Benjamin R. Milam, deceased ; carried. 

Mr Kittrell moved that the rule be suspended, and that the 
House proceed to the consideration of bills on the Speakers 
table on their first reading; that they may be read a second time, 
and referred or amended. before any other business be enter- 
tained ; lost. a 

The Speaker announced the following committee to act with 
the committee on the part of the Senate on the claim of Benj. 
R. Milam, deceased: Messrs. Throckmorton, Smith of Harris, 
Williams of Lamar, Parker of A., and Reeves. : 

Mr McMillin introduced a bill requiring any and all persons 
holding entries or surveys made by virtue of conditional certifi- 
cates to return their unconditional certificates to the General 
Land Office within a specified time ; read first time—read- second 


time by caption, and referred to committee on public lands. 


Mr Latham introduced a bill to amend the 16th and 19th sec- 
tions of an act entitled, An act to incorporate the Brownsville 
and Rio Grande Rail Road Company; read first time—read 
second time by caption, and referred to committee on Internal 
Improvements. 

Mr Witt introduced a bill supplementary to an act amending 
an act to incorporate the Texas Central Rail Road Company— 
approved Feb. 14th, 1852; read first time—read second time 
by caption, and referred to committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. ‘ d 

Mr West offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the select committee heretofore appointed to 
act jointly with a select committee from the Senate, proposing to 
remodel the judicial districts of the State, be discharged from all 
further consideration of the subject: lost. 

On motion of Mr Charlton, the House proceeded to take up 
the business on the Speaxet’s table and orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

By leave of the House, Mr Worsham offered the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That Thursday night of each week be designated 
exclusively for the sittings of the committee on constitutional 
amendments, and that the chairman of the other committees be 
requested to have no meetings on that evening until after that 
committee shall have reported; laid on the table. 

Mr Williams of L., by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Internal Improvements be 
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instructed to enquire into the expediency of designating a certain 
number of Rail Koad routes already chartered, to which the aid 
and encouragement of the State shall be hereafter given, and 
report by bill or otherwise at as early a day as practicable; 
adopted. : 

Mr Sherwood, by leave, introduced a joint resolution propos- 
ing an amendment to the constitution, so as to provide for the 
adoptiou of an Internal Improvement system by the State; read 
first time—read second time by caption, and referred to commit- 
tee on constitutional amendments. 


On motion of Mr Sherwood, 100 copies of the same ordered 
to be printed. 

A resolution that after this day (Dec 3d,) the House will not 
receive or entertain any new petitions, bills, or resolutions, (ex— 
cept those reported from the Senate, and the different committees 
of the House,) until those already before the House shall have 
passed their second reading, and referred to their appropriate 
committees; laid on the table, 

On motion of Mr Stedman, the vote refusing to adopt the mo- 
tion “that the rule be suspended, and that the House proceed to 
the consideration of bills on the Speaker’s table on their first 
reading, that they may be read a second time, and referred or 
amended before any other business be entertained,” was recon— 
sidered, and the motion was then adopted. 

A resolution requiring that the committees on private land 
claims, Nos. 1 and 2, shall not report to the House until twenty 
bills in number shall be referred to either of their respective 
chairmen ; laid on the table. 

The following bills were read second time, and referred to com- 
mittee on private land claims, No. 1. s 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Beaty. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Brown, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Smith, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of John Atkinson. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. S. Kennard. 

A bill for the relief of J. P. Davie. 

A bill for the relief of John Gregory. 

The following bills were read second time, and referred to 
‘tommittee on the Judiciary : 

A bill supplementary to an act, authorising the cancellation of 
patents. - 

A bill to amend the fourth section of an act, to organise 
county courts—passed March 16th, 1848. 


A bill confirming to Thomas J. Dergan the rights and privi- 
leges of citizenship. 
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‘A bill to legalize the county seal of Dallas county. 

The following bills were read second time, and referred tocom. 
mittee on Finance: 

A bill to authorise the county court of Travis county to levy 
and collect a special tax. 

A joint resolution making an appropriation of one thousand 
dollars, to enable the Governor to car ry into effect the second 
section of an act approved May 7th, 1846, concerning weights 
and measures. 

The following bills were read second time, and referred to com- 
mittee on State affairs. 

A bill to re-incorporate the Galveston Lyceum. 

A joint resolution to validate the election of the corporate offi- 
cers of the town of Castroville, for the year 1853. 

The following bills were read second time, and referred to com- 
mittee on county boundaries: 

A bill to create the county of Live Oak. 

A. bill to create the county of Young. ' 

The following bills were read second time, and referred to com- ` 
mittee on Internal Improvements : 

A bill for the relief of those persons who settled within the 
Mississippi and Pacifc Rail Road Reserve, prior to the 21st day 
of December, 1853. 

A bill to incorporate the Oceola mill company. | 

The following bill was read second time, aud referred to com- 
mittee on slaves and slavery: 

A bill amendatory ofan act for the appointment of patrols, ap- 
proved May 9th, 1846. 

The following bill was read second time, and referred to com- 
mittee en claims and accounts: 

A bill for the relief of J.C. Dalby. 

‘The following bill was read second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed : 

A bill authorizing the aseessor and collector of Tarrant county 
to collect the taxes now assessed in the former territory of Tar- 
rant county, now Parker county, and pay over the same to the | 
county Treasurer of said Parker county. 

Ee following bills were read second time, and laid on the 
table : 

A bill to change the name of Martha R. Eppinger, to Martha 
B. Bonner. 

A bill to change the name of Thomas Patton Tipps, to that of 
Samuel N. Lewis. 

Mr Ardrey, by leave, introduded a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Mial Scurlock ; read first time— read second time andreferred. 
to commiitee on private land claims, No. 1. 
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Mr Dennis, chairman ôf the committee on engrossed bills made 

the following report: | 
The committee on engrossed bills have examined “ a bill to be 

entitled, an act to fix the salary of the Governor” and.find the 

same correctly engrossed ; report accepted. i 

On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock, 


A. M.. 


2 


Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin Dec. 5th, 1855. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 


present. 


Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Kittrell, a resolution changing the order of 
business was taken from the table, and adopted: viz. 

Resolved, That after this day this body will not reeeive or 
entertain any new petitions, bills or resolutions (excepting those 
reported from the Senate, and the committees of the House) until 
those already before the House have passed their second reading 
and been referred to their appropriate committees. 

Mr Moore asked leave to present a petition—refused. 

Mr Throckmortou asked leave to present a petition—refnsed. 

On motion of Mr Green the vote adopting the resolution 
changing the order of business was reconsidered, wheretipon, on 
motion of Mr Brown, the same was laid on the table. 

PETITIONS, l l 

Mr Throckmorton presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Cooke county and territory in regard to their pre-emption claims 
—referred to the committee on Public Lands. i 

Mr Moore presented the petition of sundry citizens of Polk 
and Liberty counties praying for a new County—referred to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr Wood presented the petition of W. H. H. Frensly for 
telief—referred to the committee on Private Land claims No. 1. 

Mr Dancy presented the petition of sundry citizens of Bastrop, 
Burleson, Milam, Williamson and Travis counties praying for 
the creation of a new county, out of parts of said counties, to bes 
galled the county of Lawrence—referred to. the committee on 
County boundaries. l 
Mr West presented the petition of certain citizens residing on 
ilbarger’s creek, remonstrating against the creation of a new 
tounty—referred to the committee on County boundaries, _ 

Mr Hale presented the petition of sundry citizens of Milam 
county, remonstrating against the change of the county lines— 
teferred to the committee on county boundaries. i 


m 


p 


« ~ w do 
$ w a t gY 
T m ‘ 
$970 TPE e oan! 


z 
ai 
t 
” 
n 
1 


174 


Mr Bell presented the petition of John Campbell for relief— 
referred to the committee on Private Land claims No. 1. 
- Mr McMillin presented the petition of the citizens of Bell 
county asking the passage of an Act authorizing the county 
court of said county to levy a special tax—referred to the com 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr Truehart presented the petition of W. T. Patterson for 
relief—referred to the committee on Private Land claims No, 9. 

Also, the petition of the Heirs of Henry S. Spencer for relief 
—referred to the committee on Private land claims No. 2. 

Mr Poag presented the petition of sundry citizens of Panola 
county, asking an appropriation of money to improve the navi- 
zation of the rivers Sabine and Angelina—referred to the com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements, 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, 

Mr Randolph one of the committee on the Penitentiary made | 
the following report: 

The committee on the Penitentiary to whom was referred “a 
bill to be entitled an Act to amend the 9th section of an Act en- 
titled an Act to estabiish a State Penitentiary” approved March | 
13th, 1848, have considered the same, and [ am instructed to | 
report the same back to the House and recommend its passage, | 
with the following amendment, to wit: | 

“Sec, 2. That this Act take effect from and after its passage” - 
—report received to come up in its regular order, 3 

Mr Cleveland of L. chairman of the committee on Private | 
Land claims No. 2, made the following report: ; 

The committee on Private Land clatms No, 2. to which was | 
referred the petition of Wiley Burns asking for land have con- | 
sidered the same, and instruct me to report that the petitioner | 
has adduced all the proot necessary to satisfy your committee of | 
the justice of his claim; artd the accompanying bill for his relief | 
is respectfully reported and its passage recommended—Repott | 


received and bill read first time. | 
Mr McCowan chairman of the committee on Military affairs. 


made the following report: 
‘eg The committee on military affairs to whom was referred “a | 
bill to incorporate the Galveston City Guard” have had the same 
under consideration, and the committee have instructed me te 
report the same back to the House and to recommend its passage | 
—report received to come up in its regular order. ? 
Mr Cleveland of Liberty chairman of the co.nmittee on Pri- 
vate Land claims No. 2, made the following report: | 
The committee on Private Land claims No. 2, to which was 
referred a bill for the relief of the Heirs of Mathias Wilbarger, 


s 
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have considered the same, and instruct me to report the said 
bill back to the House and recotiimend its passage—report re- 
ceived to come up in its regular order. 
Mr Ochiltree (by leave) presented the petition of Harden H. 
Edwards for relief—reterred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr ‘Trigg (by leave) presented the petition of sundry citizens 
of Bastrop county remonstrating against the establishment of a 


s . z % 
new county therein named—referred to the committee on county 


boundaries. 

Mr’ Dennis chairman of the committee on engrossed bills 
made the following report: 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an. Act to provide for th- erection aud furnishing a fire- 
proof building to be used as a General Land Office for the State 
of Texas, and find the same correctly engrossed—report accepted 

- BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. H 
Mr Dennis introduced a bill to provide for the payment of 
Sheriffs and clerks of the Distriet courts on State cases—read 
fist time—read 2d time by caption and referred to the commit- 
tee on tbe Judiciary. ; 

Mr Pettus introduced a bill for the reliefof D. M. Morrison— 

i read first time—read 2d time by caption and referred to the 
committee on Private Land claims No. 1. l 

Mr Locke introduegd a bill amending an Act authorizing and 
requiring the county court to regulate roads, appoint overseers, 
&e, approved Feb’y 4th, 1854——read first time—read 2d time by 
caption and referred to the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries. - ' 

Mr Cleveland of L. introduced a bill to enable Fred W. 
Kimball a minor, to take charge of his property, to manage and 
control the same and to contract as though he were twenty-one 
years of age——read first time—read 2d time by caption and refer- 
ted to the committee on State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr Kittrell, the vote adopting a resolution 
changing the pider of the business so as to provide that upon 
the presentation of a bill or joint resolution, it shall be read a first 
time for information, and then be read a 2d time by caption and 
leferred to the appropriate committee &c., was reconsidered, 
whereupon, on Motion of Mr Ector, the resolution was laid upon 
the table. sO 
Mr Brown offerred the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs be instructed 
inquire into the expediency of passing a law relinquishing to 
l new counties created at this session of the Legislature nine- 
knths of the State taxes for the years 1856 and 1857, on such 
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conditions as the taxes have heretofore been relinquished to the 
other counties. : 

Mr Reeves moved to lay the resolution on the table—lost. 

Resolution adopted. ' 

On motion of Mr Sayles, the House proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speaker’s table and orders of the day. 


ORDERS-OF THE DAY. 


Pending when the House adjourned on the 3d inst., viz: a 
bill to amend an Act to provide for the payment of Grand and 
Petit Jurors, passed Feb’y 1850, with amendments. 

Mr Trueheart’s amendment being before the House, Mr 
Sayles moved to lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr Charlton moved to lay the bill and all the amendments on 
the table. l 

On: motion of Mr Ochiltree, a division of the question was 
called for and had. 

Question being upon laying the amendments upon the ta- 
ble, the same was put and carried. 

Question then being upon laying the bill upon the table, the 
same was put and carried. 

A bill for the relief of Collin McKinny—read third time. 

Question being upon the final passage of the bill, the yeas 
nays being demanded, the vote stood as follows: 

mas-Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bell, 
Brown, Bouner, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of Liberty, Crabbe, 
Crosby, Darden of ©., Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, 
Dickson, Dougherty, Ellison, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hines, 
Junker, King, Kitrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of L., 
McCowan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Moore, Ochiltree, Par- 
ker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Rich- 
ardson, Runnels, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of N., Sted- 
man, Stout, Sullivan, ‘Tarlton, Tarver, Throckmorton, Tomp- 
kins, West, White, Williams of L., Witt, Wood and Worsham 
—65. 

Nays—Messrs. Burress, Dalrymple, Dancy, Ector, Francis, 
Hooker, McClanahan, Middleton, Poag, Rushing, Smith of 
Harrison, Taylor, and Williams of S—13. So the bill passed. 

Mr. Poag asked leave to be excused from voting, refused. 

A a for the relief of E. M: Thomason; read third time and 

assed. 

i Mr Crosby was excused from serving on the committee to 
examine the Books of the ‘Treasurer and Comptroller, and Mr. 
Dickson was appointed in his place. ; 

A -bill to change the name of Susan’P. Cannon to Susan P. 

Cook; read third time and passed. 


k 
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A bill to incorporate Walker Lodge No. 19, of L Ọ. of Q. F.; 
read third time. : ae: 


Question being upon the final, passage of the bill, the vote 
was as follows: 


Yuas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bonner, Brown, Barress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., 
Crabbe, Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden of 
G., Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, 
Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hines, Hooker, 
Junker, King, Kitrell, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., Martin 
of L., McClanahan, McMillin, Meiton, Merrick, Moore, Ochil- 
tree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker ot T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, 
Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, 
Sayles, Shaw,-Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stedman, 
Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Trigg, West, White, Williams of La- 


mar, Williams of San, Augustine, Witt, Wood, and Worsham 
—72. : 


Nay—Mr Cleveland of La- 

So the bill passed by a constitutional majority.. 

A bill to fix the Salary ef the Governor ;, read third time. 

Mr Smith of Harrison, offered: the following amendment; 
Strike out “ $8000,00” and insert “ $2400 00.” 

Mr Poag. moved to lay. the amendment. on the. table. The 
yeas and nays being demanded, the amendment was Jaijd.on the 
table, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey,. Arnold, Bonner, 
Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Cros- 
by, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, 
Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis,.Gaines, Gay, Green, Rook- 
er, Junker, King, Latham, Lawhon,. Locke, Merrick, Moore, 
Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons,. Poag, Randolph, 
Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Sullivan, 
Taylor, Thockmorton, Tompkins, Trigg,. West, White, Williams 
of L., Williams of S., and Worsham—52. 

Nays—Messrs. Askew, Burress, Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dancy, 
Dickson, Hale, Hines, Kittrell, Martin. of H., Martin,of L., 
McClanghan, Mc Millin, Melton, Owings, Pettus, Reeves, Rick- 
ardson, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, Tarl- 
fon, Witt and Wood—25. 

Question .being-upon the final passage of the bill, the yeas 
and nays being demanded, the vote was as follows :. 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, 
Bonner, Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dar- 
den of O., Darden of.G., Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Dougherty, 
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Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines; Gay, Green, Guy, Hale, Junker, 
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King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, McMillin, Merrick, 
Moore, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Poag, 
Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Runnels, Ra-hiug, Sayles, Shaw, 
Smith of Harris, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, ‘Throek. 
morton, Tompkins, Trigg, White, Williams of L., Williams of 
S., and Worsham—57. aa 

Nays—Messrs. Askew, Burress, Crabbe, Dalrymple, Daney, 
Dickson, Hines, Hooker, Martin of H., Martin of L., MeClan- 
han, Melton, Middleton, Owings, Pettus, Richardson; Smith of 
Harrison, Smith of N., Stout, Witt, and Wood— 21. 

So the bill passed. 

A bill making an appropriation for the per diem pay and 
mileage of the members of the 6th Legislature, and the per diem 
pay of the officers of the same ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to provide for the better security of the Archives of 
the State Department; read third time and passed. 

A bill to provide a permanent and safe building for the use 
of the State Department, the Executive, and Attorney General 
of the State of Texas; read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of C. M. Goolsby; read third time and 
passed. l 

A bill for the relief of R. A. Powdrell; read third time and 
assed. 

A bill to incorporate John M. Gibson Lodge, No. 13, of I 
O. of O.F. ; read third time. ' | 

Question being upon the final passage of the bil), the vote 
was as follows: 

Yuas— Messrs. Speaker, Adrian,Ardrey.Arnold, Bell, Brow 
Burress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Crabbe, Dalry niple 
Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Dick 
son, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Fiancie, Gaines, Gay, Green 
Guy, Hale, Hines, Hocker, Junker, King, Kittrell. Lathan Lav 
hon Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, MeMillin 
Melton. Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Ochiltree, Owings, Parke 
of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph 
Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Sherwvo 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith ot N., Stedmat 
Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Thock morton, Tom) kins," rigg 
West, White, Williams of L., Wiliams of S., Witt, au 
Wood—74. | 

Nays—Mr Cleveland of L. 

So the bill passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill for the relief of Kindallis Bryan; read third time. 
ô 
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- Question being upon the final’ passage of the bill, the vote 
was as follows: i T 

Yeas—Mesérs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Brown; Bur- 
ress, Charlion, Cleveland of L., Crabbe, Crosby. Dalrymple, 
Darden of C. Darden ef Q., Dennis, Devereaux,’ Dickson, 
Dougherty, Ector, Lilison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, ‘Guy, Hale 
H nes, Hooker, Junker, King, Latham, Lawhon, ‘Martin of H., 
Martin of L., McClanahan, McCowan, McMillin, Melton, 
Merrick, Middleton. Parker of T., Poag, Randolph, Reeves, 
Richardson, Runnels, Sherweod, Smith of N., Sullivan, Tarl- 
ton, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Trueheart, West, White, 
Williams of L, Williams et S., and Wood—57. í 

Nays—Messrs. Ardrey, Askew, Busby, Davis, Kittrell, 
Locke, Moore, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parsons, Pet- 
tus, Poll ck, Rushing, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of Har- 
rison, Stedman, Stout, Tarver, Taylor, and Witt—22. 

So the bill passed by a constitutional majority. . 

Tbe hour having arrived for the consideration of a report 
of the committee on Internal [uprevements on the petition of 
sunary citizens of Varrant, Johuson and Ellis Counties, recom- 
mending the passage of a bill for the relief of pre-emptionists 
within the Pacific Rail Read Reserve, made the special order 
of ta-day at 12 o’clock, M., the same was taken up. 

Mr Parsons offered the following amendment to the bill, 
amend the first Section by inserting after the word “ settled, ” 
the words, “or who may hereafter settle.” 

Mr Ochiltree offered the tullowing amendment to the amend- 
ment; until such time as a contract shalt be closed with the 
Governor of the State of Texas for the building of the Road, con- 
templated by the Act approved —A. D. 1853, known as 
the Atlantic and Pacific Rail road Act—accepted by Mr. Par- 
sons. 

Mr Smith of Harrison moved to lay the bill and amendment 
on the table until the ist day of August, nex. 

Mr Charlton moved a division of the question, upon which 
the yeas and nays were called for. . 

‘he chair (Mr Darden of G-,) decided that any member can 
have a division of the question, and that a motion to that effect 
heed not be submitted to the vote of the House. 

Mr Sayles appealed from the decision of the Chair; decision 
ef the Chair sustained, and a division of the quest.on had accor- 
dingly. 

Goi before the House being tolay the amendment up- 
on the table, the yeas and nays being demanded, the vote stood 
as fullows : i 
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Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Brown, Bur- 
ress, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dal- 
rymple, Dancy, Darden of ©., Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, 
Devereaux, Dickson, Dongherty, Ector, Ellon, Francis, 
Gaines, Gay, Green, Hines, Hooker, Junker, King, Lathan, 
Lawhon, Martin of L., McClanahan, Merrick, Middleton, Par- 
ker of T., Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, 
Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, 
Tariton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Trneheart, 
Williams of L., and Williams of S—54. are 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Askew, Bonner, Busby,Crabbe, Hale, Kit. 
trell, Locke, Martin of H., McCown. McMillan, Melton, Moore, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parsons, Randolph, Rushing, 
Sayles, Shaw, Smith of N., Stout, Sullivan, Tarver, West, 
White, Witt and Wood—29. i 

So the amendment was laid upon the table until the 1st day 
of August next. 

Question then being upon laying the br] upon the table, the 
yeas and nays being demanded, the vote was as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Burress, Busby, Crabbe, Dancy, Davis Den- 
nis, Devereaux, Dickson, Gay, Hines, Junker, King, Kittrell, | 
Lawhon, McCowan, Pollock, Runnels, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of 
Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, ‘Tarver, | 
‘Tompkins, Trigg, West, White, Williams of L., and Williams 
of S.— 31. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bonner, Brown, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., 
Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dougherty, 
Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hale, Hooker, Latham, | 
Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, McMiHin, | 
Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker 
of A., Parker of T., Parsous, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, | 
Richardson, Rushing, Shei wood, Smith of Harris, Stout, Taylor, J 
Throckmorton, Trueheart, Witt and Wood—49. : 

So the House refused to lay the bill upon the table until the 
Ist day of August next. 

Mr Charlton offered the following amendment: add to Ist | 
Section, ‘ Provided that those persons who failed to have their | 
lands surveyed within eight months, shall have the furthertime | 
of eight months in which to make their surveys.” | 

Mr. Randolph offered the following substitute for the amend- | 
ment, “Provided, that such persons as have failed from any | 
cause to have their lands surveyed within eight months, shall | 
have the further time of eight months to have the same survey- | 

„after the passage of this Act—accepted by Mr. Charlton. | 
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On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow 10 o’clock, 
A. M, 
Pending: Amendment offered by Mr. Randolph. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, l 
= l AvustiN, Dec. 6th, 1855. 
Flouse njet pursuant to adjournment. 

Roll called=qunoruin present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr Brown presented the petition of Sarah A Murphree, 
widow of John B Murphree, deceased, for relief; referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims, No lL. 

Mr Bell presented the petition of Elijah Moore for relief ; 
referred to the committée on Private Land Claims, No. 1. 


Mr Crosby presented the petitiorof Hugh McLeod for relief; 


referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr Smith, of Harris, presented the petition of Cruger and 
Moore for relief; referred to the committee on Claims and 
Accounts, 

Mr Owings presented the petition of Gordon Case for relief ; 
referre to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr Tarlton presented the petition of W W O Stanfield for 
relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No 2. 

Mr West presented the petition of Nancy Hughes for relief; 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. 

Mr Bell presented the petition of James Dougherty for relief; 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No 1. 

Also, the petition of Anthon Lemcool for relief; referred to 
the ‘committée on Private Land Claims, No 1. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, 
fo the-Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker ke. 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No 1, to whom was 
referred the petition of the heirs of Don Carlos Espalier, have 
had the same under consideration and have duly considered 
the evidence accompanying said petition, and are of the opin- 
ion that it is a just claim. Iam, therefore, requested to report 
the accompanying bill and recominend its passage. 

Report received and bill read first time. l 

Mr Shaw, the chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, No 1, made the following report : 


. The ċommittee on Private Land Claime, No 1, to whom was: 


referred:a bill and accompanying documents, asking relief for 
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Sarah A Cook, have had the same duly considered, and are of 

the opinion that she is jnstly entitled to the relief asked for. 

The committee have, therefore, instructed me to report the bil} 

back to the House and recommend its passage. , 
Report received to come up in its regular order. 


The committee on Private Land Claims, No 1, to whom was 
referred the petition of Mary Williams, have duly considered 
the same. The committee have instructed me to teport the 
petition back to the House, and respectfully request that it be 
referred to the committee on State Affairs. Be 

On motion of Mr Cleveland, of Bexar, rale suspended, re- 
port adopted, and report and petition referred to the committee 
on State Affairs. 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No 1, to whom was 
referred the petition of Archibald Jones, have heard the evi- 
dence in the case, and duly considered the same. The com- 
mittee have instructed me td’ report the accc mpanying bill and 


‘recommend its passage. 


Report received and bill read first time. 

The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
the petition of sundry citizens, praying for a new county to be 
called the county of Bandera, have instructed me to report the 
same back to the House, and recommend the passage of the 
accompauying bill. 

Report received and bill read first time. 

The committee on Publie Lands, to whom was referred a bilk 
to be entitled an Act supplementary to an Act entitled an Act 
to perfect land titles in Castro’s colony, approved Janvary 22, 
1890, have had the same under consideration, and a majority 
of said committee have instructed me to report the bill back to 
the House with the following amendments and recommend its 
passage : 

First amendment, to come in at the end of section 2d—Add: 
Provided. that certificates have not heretofore issued to said ab- 
sent em ‘grants. 

Second amendment—Substitute the following for the 3d sec 
tion: That to entitle the contractor, H Castro,to the benefits of 
the 2d section of this Act. he shall prove that the absent eni- 
grants were introduced according to his contract previous tothe 
15th day of February, eighteen hundred and forty seven, by 
his own oath, and also by the testimony of three disin'e. ested 
witnesses, to the satisfaction of the commissioner. 

Tuird amendment—sth section, fifth line, after the word cases, 
insert the words: provided said surveys are made withia the 
limits of Castro’s colony. 


ASN Oe ORE a SEE eee ET READ oF Pn TR 


183 


Fourth amendment—Strikeé out the woids, Be it farther en- 
acted, wherever they occur in the bill. 

Report received, to come up in its regular order. 

Mr Gaines, one of the committee on Public Lands, made the 
following minority report: 

The undersigned, a minority of the committee on Public 
Lands, begs leave most respectfully to dissent from the report 
of the majority of said committee ona bill for the relief of 
Henry Castro, { cannot, from the evidence produced, see any 
justice in granting the prayer of the petitioner, He entered 
into a contract with the government to colonise a certain sec- 
tion of the conntry on our western frontier, for which he was 
to receive so much land for every hundred families introduced 
by him into his colony. it appears that the said Henry Castro 
entered into a contract with the colonists, by which he was to 
receive half of their certificates when said colonists should re- 
ceive the same. [understand that the said Henry Gastro has 
received all the premium land to which he was entitled under 
his contract, and also has received premium lands for those he 
claims to have introduced into the State who did not settle in 
his colony, nor take out certificates in the same. Castro now 
comes and asks the State to make good his contract with indi- 
vidnals; this, sir, I consider the State has nothing to do with, 
nor can I see any reason why the State should guarantee to Mr 
Castro his contracts made with individuals. I am not willing 
to place the State jn any such position, nor do I think Mr Castro 
is entitled to receive any such aid from the State. He made a 
contract with individuals, and as such he must look to them for 
a fulf lment of the same. These are my reasons for differing 
with the committee. 

Report received. to come yp in its regular order. 

_A message was received from the Senate, through their Sec- 
retary, informing the House of the passage of the following 
bills originating in the House: 
| A bill to be entitled an Act to legalize the creation of Van 

Zandt county. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to make valid surveys made 
by the county surveyor of Van Zandt county. 


A bill for the relief of Hon A W O Hicks, Judge 5th Judi- 


cial District. 
Also, the following bills originating in the Senate : 
A vill for the relief of John B Johnson. 
A bill authorising William D Dillon to practice law. 
_A bill for the relief of Jobu F Chairs, 
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- A bill for the relief of George W Grover. 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bil 
to be entitled an Act supplementary to an Act authorising the 
cancellation of patents, have had the same under consideration, 
and instruct me to report the same back to the House and re- 
commend its indefinite postponement. 

Report received, to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on the.Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition of the citizens of Linden, Cass county, and aecompa- 
nying bill, have considered the same. In the opinion of the 
committee, the petitioners ean derive no relief from the pro- 
visions of the Act of January 30, 1845, entitled an Act to au- 
thorise the appointment of trustees in certain eases. This Act 
authorises the incorporation of the varions associations named, 
after a manner therein pointed ont. The Constitution, Art. 7, 
Gen’! Provisicns, Sec. 31, declares that “no private corpora- 
tion shall be created unless the bill creating it shall be passed 
by two thirds of both houses of the Legislature.” The pro- 
visions of the Act are, therefore, in contravention of the Con- 
stitution. The committee instruct me to report the bill back to 
the House and recommend its passage. 

Report received, to come np in its regualar order. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
Act to legalize the county seat of Dallas connty, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report the- 
same back to the House and recemmend its indefinite postpone- 
ment. The committee asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of said bill. 

Report received, to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
conferring to Thomas J Dirgan the rights and privileges of 
citizenship, have considered the same. 

The object of the bill is to restore to the said Dirgan the 
privilege which he has forfeited by bearing a challenge to fight 
a duel; the only disability oecastoned by the commission of 
this offence, is that of incapacitating the offender to hold of- 
fice; the constitution imperatively requires of each officer to 
take and subscribe the following oath: “I do furthermore 
solemnly swear, er affirm, that since the adoption of the consti- 
tution by the Congress of the United States, I being a citizen 
of this State, have not fought a duel with deadly weapons within 
this State nor out of it, nor have I sent or accepted a challenge 
to fight a duel with deadly weapons, nor have I acted as second 
in carrying a challenge, or aided, advised, or assisted any per- 
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son thus offending, so help me God.” If the person ‘séekihg 
relief can take and subscribe this oath, he needs no legislation 
at our hands. df he cannot do so, if is beyond our power ‘to 
afford hin relief. It has been represented to the committee 
that at the time of the commission of the offenee, Dirgan was 
not a citizen of this State ; if such isthe case, he has forfeited 
no privileges under our constitutions hè may conscientiously 
take the oath required, and needs no relief from the Legislature. 
If, on the contrary, he was a citizen of the State, as has been 
already said, it is beyond our power to grant relief. The ‘com- 
mittee, therefore, instruct me to report the bill back and recom- 
mend its indefinite postponement. 


Mr Locke, one of the committee on Finance, made the fol- 
lowing report , l 

The committee on Finance, to whom was ‘referred a bill eu- 
titled an Act supplemental to an Act to provide for the assess- 
ment and collection of taxes, have considered the same and 
unanimously instruct me to recommend its passace, with the 
following amendments of the 7th section of the same law. 

Report received, to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a resolu- 
tion instructing the committee to take into consideration the 
expediency and propriety of making an appropriation to enable 
the Governer of the State to carry into effect the 2d section of 
an Act, approved May 7, 1846, concerning weights and mea- 
sures, have duly considered the same, and I am instructed by 


the committee to report the accompanying bill and respectfully 
recommend its passace, 


Report received and bill read first time. 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred an Act 
supplemental toand amending an Act passed Feb’y 11, 1850, 
to provide for the assessment and collection of taxes. have had 
the sainé under consideration. Your committee are of opinion 
that the present law, now upon our statute books, amply pro- 
vides for the assessment and collection of taxes, and they deem 
it inexpedient to recommend achange. I am, therefore, in- 


structed to report the bill back to the House and respectfully 
reco ninend that it be rejected. 


Report received, to come up in its regular order. ` 

‘The committee on Finauce, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an Act to authorise the County Court of Travis 
county to levy and collect a special tax, have had the same unn- 
der consideration, and | am instructed by the committee to re— 


port the bill ‘back to the House, without amendment, and're- 
épectfully recommend its passage. 
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Report received, to aome up in its regular order. 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a resolution 
instructing the committee to enquire into the propriety of re- 
linquishing the State tax to the several counties for the years 
1856-57. A majority of the committee are of the opinion that 
it is proper and right to relinquish the tax fur two years more, 
as there are a number of new counties in need of public build- 
ings, and without the assistance.of the State tax will be unable 
to erect said buildings without involving the counties in a heavy 
debt, that they will be unable to liquidate for years to come.— 
I am, therefore, instructed to report the accompanying bill for 
the consideration of the House, and respectfully recommend its 
passage. 

Report received and bill read first time. 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No 2, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of the heirs 
of Robert Collier, have considered the same, and have instructed 
me to report said bil! back to the House and recommend its 
passage. 

Report received, to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
provide for the payment of six companies of mounted volun- 
teers mustered into the service of the State of Texas on the Ist 
day of Nov., 1854, and to provide for the payment of the bal- 
ance of the expenses incurred by said companies, and find the 
same correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. l 


REPORTS OF SELECT COMMITTEES. 


The select committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Francis Ramsdale, have had the same under consideration.— 
Your committee, after dne deliberation on the subject referred 
to them, believe that the said Ramsdale is entitled to relief; 
the statements made by Generals Rusk and Houston, touching 
the tacts alleged in said petition, conduce toa favorable consid- 
eration of the petitioner’s claim. Your committee have there- 
fore, instructed me to report the- same back to the House, and 
recommend the passage of the accompanying bill. 

Report received and bill read first time. 


BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr White introduced a bill relinquishing the right of the 
State to claimants to certain lands near Matagorda Pass; read 
first time. 


Mr McMillin introduced a bill to be entitled an Act to re 
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move the Land Office of the Milam Land District from Cam- 
eron, in Milam county, to ‘Belton, in Bell county ;- read first 
time. - 

Mr Hooker introduced @ bill to legalize surveys in Hunt 
county, by Jonn Grainger; read first time. 

Mr Runnels introduced a bill to be entitled an aet to punish 
fraud and embezzlement in executors, administrators and guar- 
dians; read first time. 

Mr Ellison introduced a bill to be entitled an Act to organize 
Justices’ Courts, and to define the powers and jurisdiction ‘of 
the same; read first time. 

Mr Gaines introduced a bill entitled an Act amendatory of 
an Act regulatiag proceedings in District Courts; read first 
time. ao ge ame 
Mr B-own introduced a bill to -be entitled an Act, making 
donations to certain seaport towns for hospital purposes; read 
first time. l 

Mr Bell introduced a bill to amend the 64th section of an 
Act to organize Justices’ Courts, and to define the powers and 
jurisdiction of the same, approved March 20, 1848; read first 
time. 

Mr Janker introduced a bill granting to Henry B Force cer- 
tain privileges; read first time. 

Mr Gaines introduced a bill to be entitled an Act amendatory 
of an Act entitled an Act concerning juries, approved February 
16, Lo52; read first time. 

Mr Darden, of C., introduced a bill to be entitled an Act 
for the relief of the heirs of Benjamin Beeson, deceased ; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr Devereaux, the vote taken yesterday laying 
on the table a bill, substitute and amendments, relative to the 
pay of grand and petit jurors, was reconsidered. 

Mr McMillin introduced a bill to be entitled an Act for the 
relief of Charles Linney ; read first time. 

Mr White introduced a bill supplemental to an Act incorpo- 
rating the Lavaca Navigation Company; read first time. 

Mr Hale introduced a bill to be ertitled an Act to authorise 
the County Court of Milam county to levy a tax for a certain 
purpose ; read first time. i 


Gillett; read first time. 
Mr Ardrey introduced a bill for the relief of Edward Teal, 


brs read first time, 
Also, a bill entitled an Act authorising the several. County 
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‘Courts to grant licenses for thè retail of spirituois liquors, and 
to impose a license tax; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Kittr ell, rule suspended, bill read by ‘cap- 
tion, and referred to committee ‘on State Affairs. 

Mr White introduced a bill fur the relief of Helena Eglinger, 
read first time. 

Mr McCowan introduced a Dill to authorice the county of 
Nueces to levy a tax for certain purposes; read first time. 

Mr Latham introduded a bill to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to provide for the assessment and collection of taxes :-read first 
time. 

Mr Darden, of C., "troduced a bill to be entitled an Act to : 
amend an Act entitled-an Act to incorporate the town of Co- 
lumbus, approved Feb’y 8, 1854; read first time. 

Mr Locke’offered the following fesoliition : 

Resolved, That this House will not proceed ‘to consider the 
new Code of Texas, either civil or criminal, before the 10th day 
of January next. ; 

Mr Adrian ‘moved tó tay the resolution of the ‘table. 

Mr Brown moved to lay the resolution on the.table until Mor- 
day next, 12 o’clock. 

Mr T arver moved to reject the résolution; carried. 

Mr Tarver introduced a bill to be éntitled an Actto establish 
a ‘Code of Civil Procedure for the State of Texas. 

Mr Ochiltree offered tlre following resolution : i 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives will devote one 
hour of each ‘day’s session to the consecutive reading of the 
bill to be entitled an Act to establish a Code of Civil Procedure 
for the State of ‘Texas, until the same shall be disposed: ofs say 
from 12 to 1 o’clock each day. 

Mr Parker, of Tarrant, moved to amend by slau out t the 
word “will” and inserting “ may ;” lost. 

Mr Moore offered the following amendment: 

Instead of the words “until the same is oe of,” the 
words “until the reading of the bill is completed.” 

Amendment accepted by -Mr Ochiltree. j 

The question then recurring on the adaption of the resolu- 
tion, the same was adopted. 

The hour having arrived for the consideration of a bill rela- 
tive to the public debt, made the special order of the day, the 
same was taken up, aud on motion of Mr Stedman, was made 
the spec-al order of the day for Tuesday, Dec. 11. 

On motion of Mr Cleveland, of Liber ty, the House proceed- 
ed to take up the business on the Speaker's table, and orders of 
the day. 


~ 
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aan ORDERS: OF: THE DAY, ` * 

Pending, when the House 4djonrne-t yesterday, Mr Randolph's, 
amendment to a bill for the. reliet of: pre-emptionists with) the 
Pacific Railroad Reserve. 

Mr Hooker offered, the. following, amendment to the amend- 
ment! 

And provided further, that the provisions.of. this Act shall not 
extend to those who settled, within, said Reservation since the 
passage of the. Act Known as the Mississippi and, Pacific Rail-. 
road, Bill. : 

Mr Witt moved to,lay.the amendment. to. the. amendment on. 
the. table. 

The yeas. and nays being demanded, the House refused to lay, 
| the, amendment on the table.by the following. vote : 

Yuas— Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Askew, Bonter, Brown,Charl:. 
ton, Dalrymple, Darden, of C., Dougherty, Ellison, Green, Mar- 
tin, of HÆ., McMillin, Meiton, Merrick, Middleton, Ochiitree, 
Parker, of A., Parker, of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, 
Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Smith, of Harris, Throckmorton, 

Witt and Wood—30, 
| Nayg—-Messrs Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Burress, Busby, Cleve. 
land, of Bs, Cleveland, of L, Dancy, Darden, of G,, Davis, 
Dennis; Devereaux, Djekson, Ector, Blllison, Francis*Gaines, 
Gay, Guy, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, 
Lawhon, Locke, Martin, of L., McClanahan, McCowan, Owings, 
Runuels, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith, of Harrison, Stedman, 
Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Fompkins, Trigg, 
Trneheart, Waelder, West, White, Williams, of L., Williams, 
of S., and Worsham—51. | 
Question recurring upon the adoption of the.amendment to 
the amendment, the yeas and nays being demanded, the same 
was, adopted by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Burress, Busby, Cleve-. 
land, of L., Dancy, Darden, of G., Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, 
Dickson, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Guy, Hale, Hines, Hooker, 
Juuker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin, of L., 
McClanahan, McCowan, Merrick, Owings, Runnels, Sayles, 
Shaw, Smith, of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, 
Taylor, Tompkins, Trigg, Trueheart, West, White, Williams, of 
L., Williams, of 5., aad Woisham—45 l 

Nays—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Askew, Bonner, Brown, 
Charlton, Cleveland, of B., Dalrymple, Darden, of O., Dough- 
erty, Ellison, Green, Martin, of H., McMillin, Melton, Middleton, 
Moore, Ochiltree, Parker, of A., Parker, of T., Parsons, Pettus, 
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Poag,Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing,Sherwood, Smith 
of Harris, Stout, Throckmerton, Waelder, Witt and-Woud—34, 
A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre. 
tary, informing the House of the passage of the following bill, 
originating in the Senate: 

A bul donating to actual settlers on vacant public domain three 
hundred and twenty acres of land. 

Mr Junker introduced a joint- resolution repealing an Act en. 
titled an Actto provide for the construction of the Mississippi 
and Pacific Railroad, as a substitnte for the bill for the rel ef of 
pre-emptiouists within the Pacific Railroad reservation, and the 
amendments thereto, 

On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o'clock 
A. M. 

Pending—Mr Junker’s substitute. ` ' 


yw w 


Austin, Dec. Tth, 1855. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—guorum 
present. : 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Ou motion of Mr Taylor, the vote adopting the-amendment 
offered by Mr Hvvker on yesterday, to the amendment offered 
by Mr. Randolph was reconsidered. i 

PE 'ITIONS. 

Mr Charlton presented the petition of John W Cobble for re- 
lief—referred to the committee on private land claims, No. 1. 

Mr Smith ot Harris, presented the petition of d N Taylor 
a relief—referred to the committee on private land claims, 

o. 1. 

Mr Adrian presented the petition of sundry citizens of Hills- 
borough and vicinity, praying the passage of a law prohibiting 
the sale of spirituous lignors within said town, or five miles 
thereof— referred to the committee on State affairs. 

Mr West presented the petition of Stephen Westbrook, for 
velief—referred to the committee -on private land claims, No. 2. 

Mr Cleveland of Bexar. presented the petition of Jose Casi- 
ano, for the confirmation of a Spanish grant~referred to the 
select committee on land titles West of the Nueces river: 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, - 

Mr Ochiltree. one uf the committee on the judiciary, made 
the following report: 

The majority of the Judiciary committee, to whom was re- 
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ferred the petition of David F Owen and Abner BSpier, with 
the accompanying bill, have instructed mé to report back said 


bill, and reevmmend its passage, after adopting-the accompa- 


nying amendment.’ The case presented by the petitioners is 
one that appeals most strongly to the sense of justice, as well 
as the sympathy of the House, The petitioner's over twenty 
years ago selected and caused to be surveyed, their headright 
leagues of land, to which they were respecttally entitled. 
From some cause, the Commissioner of the colony failed to ia- 
sue their titles until after the closing of the land office, by the 
act of consultation, on the 13th day of. November, #835, and 
under the provisions of that decree, and the constitution of the 
Republic, as cunstrued by the Supreme Court, the petitioners 
are lett withont any legal evidence of their title. 

In the opinion of the majority of your committee, the right 
of the petitioners to their land is not dependent upon the paper 
title issued by the commissioner. The paper issued by the 
commissioner is simply evidence of title; the wtleitself in these 
cases, as well as that of every other colonist, consists in their 
uniting in themselves the qualifications prescribed by the col- 
onization laws, and the selection and survey of their lands, 
Tue conditions of the law being complied with, their right to 
the land selected by them is indisputable. 

Hy section 10, of the General Provisions of the constitution 
of the Republic, all orders of survey legally obtained, before 
the closing of the land office, are declared to be valid. In this 
we find that the land was surveyed before the 13th November, 
1835, that the petitioners under the law were entitled to the 
land, that they have remained in the county ever since, perform- 
ing all the duties incumbent upon them as good citizens. 
Would it not be a mockery, an outrage upon every principle of 
justice, to declare their surveys to be valid, their rights indis- 
putaple, and yet to debar them from asserting or defending their 
rights ina court of justice, because forsooth, the instrument 
‘issued as evidence of the title is declared to be null and void? 

Of the right and power of this Legislature to confirm their 
title, and give it a legal standing in the courts there is no ques- 
tion; and a majority of your committee most respectfully re- 
commend the passage of the bill with the amendments propos- 
ed, as a simple act of justice. 

AMENDMENTS. - 

Ist. Amend the title of tbe bill so as to read as follows: A 
bill to be entitled, an act to relinquish the title of the State of 
Texas to certain lands therein mentioned. 
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2nd. Amend by striking aut all, òf tlie 1st section; after the 
words “28th, day, of December, A D.1835,” also by -striking out 
the words “and labor,” and by. striking out of the 2nd section 
the words “and, the title to said land ig hereby confirmed: to the 
said Abuer B: Spier, his assigneés.and vendees—report receiy- 
ed, to come up in its regular order. - yo 8 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed, bills, 
made the following repert: 

The. committee. qn engrossed bills, have examined a bill 
making, an appropriation for the.payment of volunteers, and.a. 
bill anthorizing the assessor and.collector of Tarrant county to 
collect the taxes now assessed, in, the former territory of Tar. 
rant coynty, now, Rarker connhty, and pay over, the same to the 
County Treasurer of said Parker county, and find.the same 
correctly engrossed;—report accepted. 

REPORTS OF SELECT COMMITTEES, 

Mr Rushing, chairman of-a select committee, made the fol- 
lowing. report :. 

Your select committee, appainted,to act. jointly with a like 
committee on the part of the Senate, to take into consideration 
the propriety of remodeling and re-arranging the. Judicial 
Districts of the State, would respectfully report- that they have 
not been able to get a joint session with Senate’s committee, 
and that said committee has been dissolved. They have, there- 
fore, instructed me to return the petitions, bills and memorials, 
heretofore referred to them, back to the House, and ask to be 
discharged, all of which is respectfully submitted—report re- 
ceived, to come up in its regular order. 

Mr Brown, chairman of a.select committee, made the follow- 
ing repart: z 

The select committee, to wham was referred a bill to “pro- 
vide for the translation of certain historical documents,” have 
had the same under consideration, and have. unanimously in- 
structed me to report: 

That the subject is one of much interest, and addresses itself 
peculiarly to the pride of every citizen of our State, as calcula- 
ted to awaken, and preserve a lively interest in our past histo- 
ry, or rather in those of another nation, who once occupied and 
controlled this now peaceful and prosperons land. The subject 
practically befure.your committee, is one with which they are 
not intimately acquainted, and preferring to secure the main 
‘object so much desired, the translation and possession of the 
many valuable documents of historical value, relating to the his- 
tory of Texas, and still existing, only in the Castilian language 
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in Mexico, they think it most prudent at present to provide only 

for that object, and the deposition of the same, among the ar- 

chives of 'l’exas, subject to the further disposition of the State, 
_ They, therefore, report the accompanying substitute for the ; 
_ original bill, and most respectfully recommend its passage—re- i 

ort received, to,come up in its regular order. l i 

A message was received from the Sens:te, through their sec- 
retary, informing the House, of the passage of the following 
bills, originating in the Senate: l 

A bill to change the name of Martha R Eppinger, to Martha 
R, Bonner. 

A bill for the relief of John N Taylor. 

A bill te amend the 6th section of an act to incor 
towns of Victoria, Goliad and Gonzales. 


A bill. changing the boundaries of the counties of Calhoun,’ i 
{ 


porate the 


Victoria and Refugio. 


2. & 3 
A bill for the relief of the leirs and assignees of ‘Thomas "4 
Williams, deceased. : y 
A bill supplementary to an act of December 21, 1837, enti- a 
ted an act to. authorize the clerks of the several’ courts to ap- T 


county seat, and to define the duties of deputy ' clerks. ` 
A bill.tor the relief of George § Bledsoe. 
A bill to authorize the county court of Dallas county, to levy 
a aditional tax, for the purpose of building a Court. House. 
A bill for the relief of Radford. Berry. 
A bill-creating the county of Wise. 


BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS.. . 


point deputies, and requiring them to keep their offices at the | f 
k 


i 

: p 

Mr McMillin introduced a bill to incorporate the town of * 
Waco, in McLennan county—read first time. d 
Also, a bill to incorporate the Waco Female Academy—read a 
st time. , L 


ell company—read first time.. 

Mr Witt introduced a Lill to incorporate Dallas Lodge, No.. 
, LO.of O F—read: first time. 

Mr Williams of Lamar, introwuced a bill to authorize the au- 
iting of certain claims therein named—read first time. 

Mr Charlton introduced a joint resolution, providing for the o 
ayment to the original parties. who gave material aid to Texas iy 
her revolution, and received her paper at par, and net to the i5 
esent holders, the difference between the amount which will We ig" 
received. by the holders of such liabilities of the late Repub- E 

of Texas as are scaled at par, and the amount which they 
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Mr West introduced a bill to incorporate the Austin Artesian 
i 
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will receive under the provisions of the public debt bill passed 
by the Congress of the United States—read first time. 

Mr Throckmorton offered the following resolution : 

Bev resolved, That: the chairman of the committee on pri- 
vate land claims, No. 1, be authorized to employ a secretary 
for said committee, and that said secretary be paid for his ser- 
vices from the 26th day of November last, that being the time 
that the chairman of said committee found it necessary toem~' 
ploy a secretary. i a 

Be it further resolved, That the chairman of the committee 
on Internal Improvements be also authorized to employ a secs 
retary to his committee, and that said secretary be paid for his 
services from the 17th day of November last. 

Mr. Adrian moved ‘to lay the resolution on the table—lost, 
The resolution was then adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate through their secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage ot the following bill, 
originating in the Senate: 

A bill to change the 6th and 9th Judicial Districts, and to de- 
fine the time of holding the courts therein. 

Mr Dickson introduced a bill to repeal the latter clanse of 
section Ist of an act regulating appeals to the Supreme Court, 
in criminal cases-—read first time. 

On motion of Mr Sullivan, Mr Cleveland of Liberty, was 
added to the committee on judiciary. 

On motion of Mr Waelder, Mr Cleveland of Bexar was ad- 
ded to the committee on the judiciary, 

On motion of Mr Parker of T., the House proceeded to take 
up the business on the Speaker’s table, and orders of the day. 

| ORDERS OF. THE DAY. l 
Mr Locke moved to suspend the rule defining the order of 
business, and to take up Senate’s bill changing the 6th and 9th 

Judicial Districts, and defining the time of holding eourts 


therein—lost. 
A bill for the relief of pre-emptionists within the Paeific 


Railroad reservation was taken up. 
Question upon the adoption of Mr Hooker’s amendment to 


the amendment offered by Mr Randolph. 
On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow 10 o'clock 


AM. | 
Pending: Mr Hooker’s amendment to the amendment offer 


ed by Mr Randolph, 
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- House or REPRESENTATIVES, - 
December Sth, 1855. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 
Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
A Message was received from the Senate, through their Sec- 
tary, mee the House that the Senate had passed the follow- 
_ ing bills: , 
| A bill, originating in the House, to be entitled an act to cre- 
ate the t 'ounty ef Parker; with the following amendments : 
Ist. Strike out “ Lovejoy,” wherever it occurs, and insert 
“ Weatherford.” . 
2nd. Strike out “ Be it farther enacted”? whenever it occurs 
in the bill. B l acd 
8rd. Add to the end of the 3rd Section, “That all settlers 
21 years old, who have resided within the limits of said County 
sixty days prior to said election, shall be entitled to vote for the 
ocation of the County seat.” 
. Also a bill, originating in the Senate, to be entitled an act to 
create the Sixteenth Judicial District, aud define the time of 
holding Courts therein. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr Parsons presented the petition of E. S. Vansicle for relief ; 
referred to the committee on State affairs. 
Mr Trigg. presented the petition of Thos. H. Mays for relief; 
referred to the committee on State affairs. 
Mr Moore presented the petition of the heirs of D. Thompson 
e P ; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, 
0. 2. 
Mr Askew presented the petition of Mary G. Woodard for 
relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims No. 1. 
Mr Dalrymple presented the petition of Archibald Smethers 
fu relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims 
0.1. 
“Mr Brown presented the petition of Wiley Henry and Wife for 
relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims No. 1. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims No. 1., to whom was referred the petition of Elijah 
Moore, asking for 320 acres headright certificate, have had the 
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same under consideration, and are of the opinion that itis a just 
claim. The committee have therefore instructed -me to report 
the accompanying bill and recommend its passage. 

Report received ; bill read first time. 

The committee on Private Land Claims No. 1., to whom was 
referred, a bill entitled an act for the relief of Thomas Beaty, 
have duly considered the same, and are of the opinion that he is 
justly entitled to the Land therein described. 

Report received, to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on Private Land Claims No. 1., to-whom was 
referred the Senate’s bill, for the relief of James Tarlton, have 
duly considered the same, and the committee have instructed me 
to report the bill back tothe House and recommend its passage, 

Report received, to come up in its regular order, 

Mr Throckmorton, chairman of the committee on Internal 
Improvements made the following Report ; 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill for the incorporation of the Oceola Mill Company 
have considered the same, and instruct me to report the bill back 
to the House and recommend its passage. 

Report received, to come up in its regular order, 

Mr Throckmorton, one of the joint select committee made 
the following report. 

The Joint Select Committee of both Houses to whom was re- 
ferred a Senate bill for the relief of the heirs of the late Benj. 
R. Milam have considered the same. 

In the investigation of this question, the committee have 
found that Benj. R. Milam, as Agent of Arthur G. Wavil, at 
great personal expense and labor, did introduce and settle in 
Texas within the said Wavil’s Empresario Grant, oue hundred 
and forty families, or thereabouts ; under the requirements of the 
Mexican Colonization Laws, to have entitled the Empresario to 
the premium lands for the families settled, these families should 
have been Cathalics and Europeans. Your committee think the 
failurefof this condition should work no forfeiture of the permium 
lands. The committee are of opinion that the North Americans, 
(mostly Kentuckians) introduced, were just as good settlers as 
though they had been Europeans. With this view of the case, 
we look upon it asa long delayed act of justice on the part of 
Texas in now granting the parties the premium lands to which 
they were entitled. The committee also find that the Congress 
of Texas granted to R. M. Williamson as Agent of B. R. Mi- 
lam, ten Leagues and ten Laborsof Land, for families introduced 
and settled within Milam’s own Colony Grant. 

It is in proof before the committee that the heirs of Milam 
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never received any benefit whatever from this liberal grant of 

Congress. 

Therefore, the committee are of opinion, as the Government 
acknowledges the Debt, but paid it in part to the wrong party, 
that we cannot justly repudiate the claim of the heirs.. Indepen- 
dent of the premium lands to which Milam was equitably en- 
titled, his own fortune, the result of many years of toil in Mexico 
and Texas, together with his life, were immolated upon the 
altar of Texas Freedom. 

The State does not only owe the heirs of Milam the premium 
lands referred to, and something for his fortune sacrificed during 
the Revolutfon, but the people of ‘Texas owe his memory a debt 
of gratitude which can never be discharged. 

The committee after mature deliberation have thought best to 
strike off the ten-Labors and to materially change the features 
of the bill. 

The undersigned was instrueted to offer the accompanying 
bill as a substitute for the original bill, and respectjully recom- 
mend its passage. l i 

In conneetion with this question the committee are fully of ' 
the opinion that Arthur G. Wavil is equitably and justly enti- 
tled to three anda half leagues ofland as his half of the premi- ~ 
um lands first mentioned, and although it may be travelling out 
of the strict line of their duty, herewith report a bill for his re- 

-lief, and recommend its passage. ; 

Report received, and bill for relief of A. G. Wavil read first ; 

time. : 

Mr Cleveland of F., chairman of the committee on Private i 
Land Claims No, 2. made the following report: E 

The committee on Private Land Claims No, 2. to whom was 
referred the petititon’ of the heirs of John Droddy, ask to be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof, and recom- 
mend its reference to the committee on Judiciary. 

Report received, to come up in its regular order. 

‘The committee on Private Land Claims No. 2., to whom was 
referred the petition of George Grownds, asking for land, have 
considered the same. 

The claimant proves that he emigrated to Texas in the year 
1828, and has continued to reside in Texas ever since, that he 
was, and now is a married man ; that he has never before applied . ae See 
for or received any land in virtue of his said emigration and 
residence’; and that he has done and performed all the duties 
required of him as a good citizen. Your committee are of opin- 
lon that his claim is a most meritorious one, and they report the yee 


accompanying bill for his relief, and respectfully recommend its 
passage, ; 
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Report received, bili read first time. 

Mr. Parker of T., chairman of the committee on State affairs, 
made the following report: 

The committee on State affairs to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “ an act ” to enable Frederick W. Kimball, a minor 
to take charge of his property, to manage and control the same, 
and to contract as though he were twenty-one years of age.— 
Also “an act to re-incorporate the Galveston Lyceum, Also “A 
Joint Resolution to validate the election of the corporate offi- 
cers ofthe Town of Castroville for the year 1853,” have carefully 
examined said several bills, and instruct me to reporj them back 
to the House, and respectfully recommend their passage. 

Report received, to come up in its regular order. 

Mr White, chairman of the committee on Public Lands made 
the following report: 

The committee on Public Lands to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act requiring any and all persons holding 
entries or surveys, made by virtue of conditional certificates to 
return their unconditional certificates to the General Land Office 
within a specified time, have had the same under consideration 
and have instructed me to report the bill back to the House, 
and recommend its passage, with the following amendment: 
Strike out the first Monday in August, 1857,-and insert first of 
January, 1857. 

Report received, to come up in its regular order. 

. The committee on Public Lands to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act for the relief of certain persons who set- 
tled within the limits of Mercer colony, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and .said committee have instructed me to 
report the bill back to the House, and recommend its passage, 
with the following amendment—amendment to come in at the 
end of the 4th section: And it shall be the duty of district at- 
torney of the county in which application for relief is made 
under the provisions of this act, to defend the rights of the 
State, and in case from any cause the District Attorney is not 
present at the time said application is to be determined, then 
the court shall appoint some person learned in the law, to dis- 
charge the duties cf said attorney—report received, to come 
up in its regular order, 

Mr Randolph, chairman of the committee on claims and ac- 
counts, made the following reports: 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
the bill for the relief of William B Jaques, have carefully con- 
sidered the same, and I am instructed to report the accompany- 
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ing substitute for the bill and respectfully recommend its adop 
tion—report received, to come up in its regular order. f 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was refer- i 
red the petition of Hugh McLeod, have considered the same; a 
the committee are of opinion that the vouchers accompanying 4 
the petition, are not sufficient to warrant the committee in re- i 
commending the claim to the favorable consideration of the | 
House I am instructed by the committee to report the same 
back to the House, and ask to be discharged from the consider- i 
ation thereof—report received, to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred ane 
the petition of Cruger and Moore, having considered the same Oy 
I am instructed to report the same back to the House, and re- T 
commend its rejection—report received, to come up in its regu- es 
lar order. l 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of J. C. Dolby, have had the same under a 
consideration. The committee are satisfied of the justness of 
the claim of said Dolby, and instruct me to report said bill O 
back to the House, and respectfully recommend its passage— l 
report received, to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was refer 
red the petition of C Freschmeyer, have considered the same. 
There is no evidence accompanying the petition, of the justness 
of the claim; lam, therefore, iastructed by the committee to 
report the said petition back to the House, and recommend its 
indefinite postponement—report received, to come up in its 
regular order, l ‘ 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom has been re- i 
ferred the account of Robt McWilliams, for two hundred and |: 
twenty dollars, for corn and meal furnished the troops under i 

| 


t 
! 
i 


the command of Col. T G Broocks, in the summer of 1844, 
have had the same under consideration, and have found the 
same properly established by proof, and have instructed me to 
report the following bill for his relief, and to recommend its ne: 
passage—-report received, and bill read first time. 4 
The minority of the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 1 
was reterred a bill for the relief of Spears and Owens. From K 
the mutual statements of the parties, we learn the facts to be, i 
that on the 28th of December, A D, 1835, a league of land 2 
was granted to the said Spears, and a league to the said Owens, ae. 
as colonists of Robertson’s colony by William H. Steele; that a 
the archives of these titles were not returned to the General 
Land Office with the archives of Robertson’s colony, but were 
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deposited there by the parties on the 29th day of-November, 
A D, 1841, “neither do these titles appear in the abstract of the 
original titles of record inthe General Land Office printed in 
accordance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, 
passed 24th May, 1838.” 

That Spear and Owens have sold portions of said land to 
other parties. That on the 13th November,-A D, 1853, the 
Owen’s league was located, and on the 27th March, 1854, the 
Spear league was located, both by a genuine land certificate, 
and the suits were commenced for-said land, which suits are 
now pending in the District Court of Burnett county, and that 


some of the purchasers under Owensand Spear have pleaded. 


their rights aspre-emptionists. 

The fairness and propriety of legislating upon any land title 
pending litigation, is exceedingly questionable. For if the 
Legislature have not the power to impair the rights of either 
party, such legislation is a useless consumption of time; and 
if it be designed to strengthen the claims of either party and 
thus to impair and weaken that of his adversary, then it seems 
to be forbidden by those provisions of the Constitution which in- 
hibits all interference with a co-ordinate branch of the Govern- 
ment, and all retroactive laws, and laws impairing the obliga- 
tions of contract and vested rights. 

Let the precedent be once established, that the Legislature 
may interpose in any law suit to the injury or benefit of either 
party, and an interference with the judiciary will be constantly 
invoked; andthere will be just that conflict between the Leg- 
islative and Judicial departments of Government which the 
genius of all our American governments so-wisely intended to 
avoid. 

But in the opinion of the minority of the committee, the 
proposed bill more palpably violates another positive provision 
of the constitution. T'he subject of land titles may ‘be said to 
have formed no inconsiderable reason of the revolution. It 
was certainly a matter.of early attention by the revolutionary 
government. 

Accordingly we find the provisional government on the 13th 
day of November, A D 1885, through the consultation decree 
as follows: 

That all Land Commissioners, Empresarios, Surveyors, or per- 
sons in anywise concerned in the location of land, be ordered 

orthwith to cease ail operations during the agitated and 
unsettled state of the country, and continue to desist from all 
farther locations until-the Land -Office beproperly systema- 
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tired by the competent authorities, which may be hereafter es- 
tablished; that fit and suitable persons be appointed to take 

charge of all the archives belonging to the different land 

offices. 


The journals of the Governor and Council show the neces- + 
sity of this early action, and indeed this same William H Steele 4 
was on the Lith day of Dec. 1835, thereafter brought before 
the consultation for violating this decree. — i eee 
The knowledge of the frequent violation of this decree, and ie 
| the necessity of guarding the Legislature against the importu- E 
| nities in bekalf of certain void titles iaduced the convention H 
which declared Texan Independence the third paragraph-of the $ 


| general provision of the Gonstitution of the Republic which ` E 
| she undersigned here quote at length: if 
| “And whereas many surveys and titles to lands have been re 
| made, whilst most of the people were absent from home, serving 2 
| in.the campaign against Bexar; it is hereby declared that all 1 8 

surveys and locations of land made since. the act of the late ane 
| consultation clesing the Land Offices; and all titles to land { 
| made since that time are, and shall be null and void. 
| There can be no doubt that this action of the convention ope: 
| ated alike upon the Mason grant, illegal grants within the ee 
| border leagues and the surveys, locations and titles, after the 
act of the consultation closing the Land office, which act was i 
over six weeks prior in date to the issuance of the titles in ques- 
tion, and seventeen days after Steel was brought before the con- ii 
sultation for doing similar acts. l 3 

Our Supreme Court has decided that the original provisiong | 
of the 13th November, A D, 1835, went into effect immediately 
and made null titles and parts of titles made and completed 
after its date, “They are regarded by that tribunal as abso- 
lute nullities,” Donaldson vs Dodds—Texas Reports, “If they 
be nullities they are not the basis of any equity whatever,” 
Dismuke vs Griffiua—9th Texas Reports. 

If the Legislature may give relief to one class of these illegal 
} and abrogated titles, it may to another, and if we establish 
the precedent in this case, we shall soon be besieged in behalf 
of the Mason grants, the border leagues, and the fraudulent 
certificates, which we shall presently show to be in the same 
category. G 

The framers of the Constitution of the State Government well 
understood the extent of these influences, and as a safeguard, 
declared in relation to the fraudulent land certificates as follows:  - 

Article 11, section 1. “All certificates for headright claims to ay 
land issued to fictitious persons, or which were forged, and all ` ae e 
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locations and surveys therein are, and the same were noll and 
void from the beginning. 

And lest the superceding of the original organie law by a 
State Constitution, preparatory to becoming one of the States of 
the Union, might be regarded as an abrogation of the Judgmeni 
upon the class of titles condemned by the 19th general provision 
of the Constitution of the Republic of Texas. the convention 
declared by the 20th section of the 7th article of the State Con- 
stitution that, “the rights of property and of aetion which have 
been acquired under the Constitution and Laws of the Repubhe 
of ‘Texas, shall not be divested ; nor shall any tights-er actions 
which have been divested barred or declared null and void by 
the Constitution and Laws of the Republie of Texas, be reinvest. 
ed, revised or re-instated by the Constitution, but the same shal] 
remain precisely in the situation in whieh they were before the 
adoption of this Constitution.” And seetion 21, of the Tth ar- 
ticle of the State Constitution says all claims, locations, surveys, 
grants, aud titles to land, which are declared null and void by 
the Constitution of the Rnpnblie of Texas, are and they shall 
remain forever null and void.” 

It seems to the undersigned that no language conld have been 
employed in the organic law which could more completely have 
taken the whole subject matter of all Void titles ont of the Leg- 
islative control. i 

We understand the majority of the committee to admit thai 
the Legislature has no power toaet npon or ewnfirm the titles in 
question, and henee the clause of confirmation is stricken out of 
the bill reported by the committee on Private Land Claims, and 
the Judiciary committee simply propose a relingnishment of the 
litle of the State to the grantees according to the deseriptive 
Calls of the title. | 

- But to the undersigned this seems to be a disingenuous play 
upon words, in fact an effort to do by indirection that which 1 
acknowledged cannot be done directly, Itis to make a Legisle- 
live grant npon titles, whieh titles it is adinitted there is no pow- 
ertocoufirm:. Itis to operate npon the land, net the paper tles, 
to make that valid in one way which eenld not be done in anoth- 
er; and to do this the Legislature must overlook the principle 
decided by our Supreme Court: “that a lecanon ds a vested 
right protected by the Constitution, and wl ich eaunot be divest 
ed bya Legislative act? Howard vs Perry—7th Texas Reports 

Now when these locations were made the land was either va 
cant or it was pot. Phat it was vaeant, is s-lemnly declared by 
the organic law, as universally understood by the practice of the 
Government since its first foundahon, and as last solemuly adju- 
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dicated by the Supreme Court. 
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Why then should the Legislature grant that to others which 
kas already been appropriated by valid and genuine certificates, J 
or why attempt to pass a retroactive law, which if it divests a 
wested right is unconstitutional, but which would prevent his 
getting patents without endless litigation. 

The Congress of the Republic, at an early day regarded these 
titles as nullittes, and granted the only relief within the power of 
the Legislature, that of allowing such grantees to disregard their 
titles and to prove up their headrights, though none have ever is- 
sned; Article 1856 of Hartley’s Digest. 

The land office reports show that a large number availed them- 
selves of this right and received their certificates, some lecating 
upon the same and some on other lands. 

it is also true that many of these lands as well as others, ab- 
rogated by the 10th general provisions of the Constitution of l 
the Republic, Aave been patented to others. 
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The remedy of granting certificates to the meritorious is yet J 
within the power of the Legislature; and where the grantees ! S 
were really citizens, such relief would be just; but alaw which rs 
should attempt either directly or indirecily to confirm all this ý 


class of titles would in our opinion be unconstitutional, unjust to i 38 
| adverse claimants, and a fraud upon the State, Since many of 
the grantees were wot meritorious colonists, and some were 
fictitrous persons, 
The undersigned, a minority of the Judiciary committee, there- 
fore, solemnly pretest against a legislative act heretofore regard- 
ed as unconstitutional and impolitic, and which seems to them a 
to be fraught with mischief. t 


, i 
W. R. MOORE, o 
C. S. WEST, ee 
B. E. TARVER, j N l 
pi Pa 3. S. SULLIVAN. Pa 
Report received, tocome up in its regular order. R? 


Mr Reeves, one-of the committee on Public Lands, made the 
following report: . 
The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill 
for the relief of pre-emptionists within Peters’ colony, have duly 
considered the same. Upon investigation the committee find the 
situation of the petitioners to be this: they settled within the col- 
lontal reservation of Peters’ colony, and their pre-emption claims 
could not hold good until the expiration of that reservation on 
the 10th of August, 1854. As the pre-emptionists were not in~ __ 
terfered with, or did not interfere themselres, with the onl PS. 
parties who had prior rights there, the committee are fully of the roe 
opinion that the bill should be passed. i 


Là 
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The undersigned have been instructed to report the following 
amendments to the bill and recommend its passage—report re- 
eeived, to’come up in its regular order. ; 

Mr Merrick, chairman of the committee on County Bounda- 
Ties, made the following reports; ° , 

The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
the petition of sundry citizens of San Patricio county for a divis- 
ion of the same, report-the following’ bill, and recommend its 
passage—report received, and bil! read first time. 

The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
several petitions for the establishment of the counties of Llano 
and San Saba; beg leave to report the annexed bills, and recom- 
mend their passage —report received, and bills read first time. 

Mr Poag, chairman of the committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions, made the following report: 

The committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to direct the mode of voting in all cases, and also to 
amend an act regulating elections, approved March, 16th, 1848, 
have had said bills under consideration, and a majority of said 
committee have directed me to réport the same back to the House, 
and recommend that they be indefinitely postponed—report re- 
ceived, to come up in its regular order. 

Mr West,‘ one of the committee on County Boundaries, 
made the following report: 

The committee on County Boundariés, to whom was referred 
the petition of sundry citizens of Williamson, Burleson, Milam, 
Bastrop and Travis counties, praying for a new county, and also 
the counter petitions of certain citizens residing in the same 
counties, remonstrating against the creation of said county, have 
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to re- 
port that there is not sufficient territory within the limits de- 
signed for the new county without reducing some one of the 
counties from which a portion of territory is proposed to be taken 
below its constitutional limit. Furthermore, it does not appeat 
that the inhabitants residing‘ within such territory desire the 
creation of anew county; wherefore, your committee report 
back the petitions, and pray to be discharged fromthe further 
consideration of this subject—report received, to come up In its 
regular order. 


ý BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr Wood offered the following resolution : 
Whereas, the health of William T’ Hazlewood, messenger to 


this House, is such that he thinks it expedient to return to his 
home, therefore, l 


~ 
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Be it resolved, That he receive —— dollars per day, for his 
services ag messenger to this House, and that the Chief Clerk of 
this House give said messenger a certificate to that effect. 

_ On motion of Mr Parker of T, the blank was filled with five 
dollars, and resolution adopted. 

Mr Smith of Harris, introduced a joint resolution expressing 
the sense of the Legislature, as to the neglect of the United 
States Government to previde for a just share of national works 
for the ‘coast and frontier of Texas—read first time. 

Mr Devereaux introduced-a bill to repeal an act to provide for 
the construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad—read 
first time. 

Mr Bell introduced a bill.to amend the 11th section of an act 
entitled an act to organized County Courts—read first time. 

Mr Bell introduced a bill to amend the 3d section of an act 
entitled an act to legalizé certain marriages, to provide for the 
celebration of marriages and for other purposes, passed June 
5th, 1887—read first time. 

Mr Locke introduced a bill to change the names of Margaret 
Catharine Burk, and Emily Jane Burk, to Margaret Catharine 
Moore, and Emily Jane Moore—read first time. 

Mr Runnels introduced a bill requiring the Chief Justices of 
theseveral counties ofthis State to perform certain duties there- 
in named—read first time. 

Mr Williams of Lamar introduced a bill to amend the 5th 
and 12th sections of an act regulating estrays, and to repeal 
the 14th section of the same—read first time. 

Qn motion of Mr Cleveland of Liberty, Mr McMillin was 
added to the committee on Private Land Claims, No, 2. 

On motion of Mr Cleveland of Liberty, the House proceed- 
ed to take up the business on the Speaker’s table, and orders of 
the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On mction of Mr Dancy, the rule defining the order of busi- 
ness was suspended, and a bill to create the county of Parker, 
with amendments from the Senate taken up, and amendments 
coneurred in. . 

Mr Trigg moved that the House adjourn until Monday, 10 
o'clock, A. M. 

The yeas and nays being demanded, the House refused to 
adjourn by the following vote: . 

‘Yeas—Messrs. Askew, Charlton, Crosby, Dancy, Darden of 
G, Davis, Green, Lawhon, McClanahan, Randolph, Sherwood, 
Tarver, Tompkins, Trigg, West and Walliams. of San Augus- 
ine, 16. i 
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Nayrs— Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Borner, 
Brown, Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B, Cleveland of L, Crabbe, 
Dalrymple, Dennis, Devereaux, Diekson, Dougherty, Ector, 
Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Junker, 
King, Kittrell, Latham, Loeke, Martin of H, Martin of L, Mc- 
Cowan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Parker 
of A, Parker of 'F, Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Potlock, Reeves, 
Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Smith of N, Stedman, Stont, Sullivan, Tarlton, 


_ Taylor, Throckmorten, Truehart, White, Wiliams of E, Witt, 


Wood and Worsham, 60. - 

Pending when the House adjourned yesterday, Mr Hooker’s 
amendment to amendment offered by Mr Randolph to a bill 
for tke relief of pre-emptionists within the Paeific Railroad 
reservation. ; f l 

Mr Charlton moved that the bill and amendments be made 
the special order of the day for hursday next, $2 o’eloek, M. 
—tost. 

Mr Cleveiand of Liberty, moved to lay the bill and amend- 
ments on the table, in order that the House might take from 
the table the preamb! and resolutions offered by Mr Burress. 
relative to the sentiments of Mr Sherwood on the subject of 
slavery, expressed in a speech delivered before the House—lost. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their see- 
retary, informing the Hoase of the passage of a bil! snpple- 
mentary to an act entitled an act to incorporate the town of La- 
grange; said bill originating in the House. l 

On motion, the House adjourned until Monday morning at 
10 o’clock, A. M. i 

Pending: Mr Hooker’s amendment.: 


Austin. Deeember ł0th, 1855. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 
Journal of Saturday last, read and adopted. 


PETITIONS. 

Mr Brown presented the petition of Henry Bridger for relief; 
referred to the committee on claims and aecounts. l 

Mr Parker of Tarrant, presented the petitior of Thomas, J. 
Jordon for relief; referred to the committee on private land 
claims no I. | 

Mr Busby presented the petition. of the Chief Justice and 
Commissioners of the county Court of Freestone eownty ; Te 
ferred to the commnttee on the Judiciary. | 
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Mr Merrick presented the petition of sundry citizens of Comal 
and Hays counties, praying for a new county; referred to the. 
committee on county and county boundaries. 

Mr Esctor presented the petition of sundry citizens of Rusk 
county, praying that C. C. Shumate, A. B. Graham, M. D. Ec- 
tor, M. DB. Graham, W. W. Morris and their associates and suc- 
cessors, be created 'a body corporate by the name and style of 
the Henderson Female College, and askiug certain assistance be 
extended by the State to such corporation : ; referred to the com- 
mittee on Education. 

Mr Brown preseuted the petition of David Jones for relief; 
referred to the committee on private land claims, no L. 

Mr Ardrey presented the petition of Thomas Peck for relief; 
referred to the committee on private land claims, no L. 

Mr West presented the petition of John Van Hagen for relief; 
referred to the committee on private land claims, no 1. 

Also, the petition of the’ Heirs of John Bellah dec’d, for re- 
lief; referred to the committee on private land claims, no 1. 

Mr Parker of Anderson, presented the petition of John Mur- 
cheson for relief; referred to the committee on private land 
claims no 1. 

Mr Qwings presented the petition of Joseph H. Barnard for 
relief; referred to the committee on the lard office. .. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr Brown, one of the committee on State affairs, made the 
following report: 

The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred a rego- 
iution instructing them to enquire into the expediency of passing 
a law relinquishing to all new counties that may be created by 
the present Legislature, nine tenths of the State taxes for, the 
years 1856 and 1857, for county purposes, have maturely con- 
sidered the subject and have instructed me to report that they 
regard the proposed measure as one of simple justice to the new 
counties, since the taxes have already been given to the old coun- 
ties for four successive ` years; that the new counties are 
generally on the frontier and exposed to many hardships not 
borne by the old counties, and your committee think that the 
proposed measure would enable these border counties to erect 
Suitable public buildings without incurring a deht. 

For the committee I therefore report the accompanying bill to 
accomplish the object named, and respectfully recommend its 
passage, 

Report received and bill read first time. 


Mr White, chairman of the committee on public lands, made 
the following report : 
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The committee on publie lands, to whom was referred a rego- 
lution requiring Said committee to enquire into the expediency 
of passing a law to prohibit the practice of lifting kind certifi- 
cates or scrip after entry, location, file or survey has been made, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instrueted me 
to report that, in the opinion of said committee, the practice of 
lifting certificates after having the same entered im the District 
Surveyors’ offices upon the county maps, has produced great 
confusion and uncertainty as to what-lands are vacant. It has 
been the practice in many instances to make an entry and retain 
for a considerable time and then float the same on other lands, 
io the great detriment of the pnblic interest, and damage of the 
county maps, which should be kept in as perfect a state as pos- 
sible, being the only method of ascertaining what lands are ap- 
propriated and what remains public domain. 

This is an evil whieh in the opinion of the committee ought 
to be remedied, if it can be done withont manifest wrong to the 
holder of certificates. The bill which is herewrth -submitted, 1? 
is believed, will accomplish the object withont mnch jnconveni- 
ence, especially after if shall be put into operation. Locators 
will become accustomed to it and will only locate sueh lands ag 
they will be satisfied with ; at least they eannot claim the righi 
to keep up the present system of entering Jands, and tying them 
up from those who might be willing totake them for an indefi- 
nite period and then float their claims to ethers more desirable. 
There is one other feature in the bill, which, in the opinion of 
the committee, will go far to quiet the present fruitful source of 
litigation in relation to entries made upon lands whieh appear to 
be appropriated and deeded. This practice has been followed by 
many persons locating lands in the ecunty. It is known to the 
committee that instances are not unfrequent in which locations 
have been made upon appropriated lands for the purpose of 
forcing a compromise; after which the certificate would be raised 


„and located elsewhere for a similar purpose, In this way loca 


tors have had the power to annoy and materially damage persons 
holding genuine and valid titles to land, without any risk of loss 
on their part. The committee believe that the passage of the 
bill submitted will tend to eheek the growing evil ard restore 
quiet to the people in the undisturbed enjoyment of their just 
rights. It is but just that he who attacks the right of others 
should risk something on his part. All of which is submitted. 

Report received and bill read fizst time. 

Mr Parker, of Tarrant, chairman of the committee on State 
Affairs, made the following report: 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred the pe 
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tition. of Mrs Mary Williams, of Bexar county, find that her 
husband was killed by the Iudians in October, 1854—that her taf 
eldest son. was made prisoner at the same time that she and her a 
other children were cruelly treated ; ber house plundered of its $ 
contents and three horses earried off, leaving ber not only pen— $ 
niless, with two other children, but rendering her under the pe— ; H 
culiar circumstances (her pre-emption located having been aban- i i 
doned and lost in cousequence of the murder of her husband,) “4 
an object worthy of State solicitude and care. The committee, =e 
on mature consideration of the facts, have instructed me to report 4 

f $ 


the accompanying bill and recommend its passage. 

Report received and bill read first time. 

Mr Merrick, chairman of the committee on County and County 
Boundaries, made the following reports: 

The committee on County and County Boundaries, to whom 
was referred the petition of sundry citizens, praying for the re— ~- 
organization of the county of Kinney and Uvalde, and the es— i 
tablishment of the county seat, beg leave to report the same back ` | 
to the House and recommend the passage of the annexed blll 

Report received and bill read first time. wy 

The committee on County and County Boundaries, to whom f 
was referred a petition of suudry citizens of Bexar, Gonzales and 
Guadalupe counties, asking for the creation of a new county ont 
| of a portion of the territory of each of said counties—we, the 
committee beg leave to report thatsuch county could not be made 
without redneing other counties to less than their constitutional 
limits, and without great injustice to thase counties. heretofore 
made and established ; and a large majority of the citizens there- rè 
of being opposed to the establishment of said new county, the 7 
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committee therefore report the petition, and all the removstrances E 
and counter petitions pertaining g to this snbject, back to the House E 


and recommend that the petition be rejected and thereby g grant è 
the prayers of the said counter petitions and rempnstrances. H 
Report received, to come up in its regular order. a 
On motion of Mr Ch arlton, Mr Moore was added to the com: 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 
On motion of Mr Ector, Mr Parsons was added to the eom- a 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 5 


i - BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr Witt introdūced a bill to be entitled an Act to authorise the 
clerks of the District Court of Dallas county to transciibe certain 
records ; ‘read first time. 


On motion of Mr Ochiltree, Mr Gaines was added to the com- 
mittee on Slaves and Slavery. 
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Mr Kittrell introduced a bill to be entitled an Act for the relief 
of George W Robinson ; read first time. 

Mr McCowan introduced a bill to be entitled an Act for the 
relief of the heirs or legal representatives of Stephen Z Hoyle; 
read first time, 

Mr Busby introduced a bill for the removal of the county seats 
of Justice ; read first time, 

Mr Dickson introduced a bill to grant bonnty lands to the sol- 
diers and volunteers who entered the service of the late Republic 
of Texas subsequent to the 4th day of December, 1837 ; read 
first time, 

Mr Locke offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the penitentiary be requested 
to take int» consideration the expediency of renting the peniten- 
tiary to some responsible person or persons for the next two years; 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr Kittrell the House proceeded ta take up the 
business on the Speaker’s table and orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill for the relief of pre-emptionists within the Pacific Rail 
Road Reservation, and amendments thereto, being before the 
House, on motion of Mr Stedman, the same was laid on the 
table for the present, the rule suspended, and the House pro- 
ceeded to take up Senate bills on their first reading. 

The following Senate bills were read first time, rule sus- 
pended, read second time by caption, and referred to committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A bill confirming certain headright grants on the boundary 
line of Austin’s colony, and Robertson’s colony, 

A bill to create the fifteenth judicial district, provide for the 
election of ajudge and district attorney thereof, and define the 
time of holding courts in the same. 

A bill to define the time of holding the district courts in the 
county of Cameran. 

A bill supplementary to an act of Feb. 28th, 1840, concern- 
ing wills, and authorising persons to dispose of their estates by 
will. 

A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitp- 
tion. 

A bill conferring power on county courts, and town and city 
corporate authorities, to establish quarantine regulations. 

A bill defining the seventh judicial district, and the time of 
holding courts in the same, 

A bill to prevent the carrying of concealed weapons, 


PrE 


A bill to authorize the heirs of Martha Barker, or.her assigns, 
| to raise a location therein named, and to locate the same on any 
| vacant land. 
| The following Senate bills were read first time, rile suspended, 
read second time by caption, and referred to committee on edu- 
| cation. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Island University. 

A hill to incoporate the Galveston Reading Club. 

A bill authorising and requiring the treasurer to transfer the 
specie in the Treasury belonging to the school fund, &e. 

A bill for the protection of the lands that have been or way 
hereafter be granted for purposes of education. 


A bill to establish and incorporate a literary institute under 


| ference, located at Starrville, Smith county, Texas. 


A bill authorising and requiring the Governor of the State to 
| cause the unlocated balance of the University lands to be snr- 
veyed. 

The following Senate bill was read first time, rule suspended, 
read second time by caption, and referred to committee on pub- 
lic lands. 


A bill requiring all genuine evidence of claim to land to be 
located by a time herein specified. 
The following Senate bill-was read first time, rnle suspended, 


read second time by caption, and referred to committee ou county 
boundaries ; 


The following Senate bill was read first time, rule suspended, 
tead second time by caption, and referred to committee on slaves 
and slavery : 


A bill making an appropriation of seven thousand dollars for 
the indemnification of the owners of slaves executed. 

The following Senate bill was read first time, rule suspended, 
Biead second time by caption, and reterred to committee on 
finance : 

A bill making an appropriation of ten thousand dollars to 
defray the contingent expenses of the Sixth Legislature. 

The following Senate bill was read first time, “role suspended, 
read second time, and referred to committee on roads, bridges, 
nd ferries: - 

À bill to incorporate the Austin city bridge company. 
By leave,-Mr Rushing offered the following resolution z 
Resolved, That the House proceed to elect a messenger to fill 


he vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr Hazlewood ; 
lid on the table. is 


r 


the supervision avd control of the Eastern Texas Annual Con- ‘ 


A bill to create the county of Comanche, —- - 
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On motion of Mr Ochiltree; rule suspended, arid a Senate bil} 
donating to actual settlers on vacant publi¢.domain, three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land, taken up. 

Mr Ochiltree moved to refer the bill to a select committee of 
five, 

Mr Sayles moved to refer the bill to committee on the Ju- 
diciary. s i : l 

Mr Randolph moved to-refer the bill to the committee on 
public lands. 

Question being upon the reference of the bill to the commit. 
tee on public lands, the stme was put and carried. 

On motion of Mr, Kittrell the Bill for the relief of pre-empt- 
ionist withtn the Pacific Rail Road Reservation, with amend- 
ments thereto, was taken from the table. 

Mr Kittrell moved to refer the bill and amendments, to the 
committee on Publie Lands, 

Mr ‘Cleveland of L. moved to refer the bill and amendments 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Stedman moved to lay the motions to recommit on the 
table—carried. 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of L. a call of the House was 
ordered. - 

On motion, Messrs. Guy, Waelder, Latham, Cleveland of 
Bexar, aud Reeves, were excused from attendance on the House 
—a quorum being announced, the call of the House was sus 
pended. 

Question before the House, being upon the adoption of Mr. 
Hooker's amendment to the amendment offered by Mr. Ran- 
dolph—ithe yeas and nays being detnanded, said amendment was 
adopted by the following vote: 

Y nas.— Messrs. Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Burress, Busby, Clev- 

eland of La Crabbe, Crosby, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden of Gy 
Davis , Dennis, Devereaux, Dickson, Ector, Eiflison, Franes 
Gaines, Gay, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, 
Lawhon, Locke, Martin of ` McClan ahan, McCowan, Neb- 
lett, Owings, Pollack, et Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith 
of R’n, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Tompkins 

Triez, Trueheart, West, White, Williams of L. Williams, of 8. 
and aaam, —62, 

NATS. Arnold, Bonner, Brown 
Charlton, Parpi, a Green, ‘Locke,’ MeMillin 
Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Ochiltree, Parker of A. 
Parker of T. Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Randolph; Richardson 
Rushing, Smith of H's, Smith of Newton; Stout, Parse mony 
Witt and Wood —30, 
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The substitute offerred by Mr. Juuker being before the House, 
Mr. Tarlton moved to lay the same on the table. 
Mr White moved to lay the bill on the table. 


Question being to lay the bill on the table the same was put 
and lost. © > yA 


Question recurring upon the motion to lay the substitute on 
the table, the same was put and carried. a 

Mr Gay offerred as a substitute to the original bill and 
amendments, ‘a Bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to pro- 
vide for the construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Rail 
Road’—which on motion of Mr. Green‘was laid on the table. 

Mr Brown offerred the ‘following amendment to the amend- 
ment as amended. p 

Provided further, That such persons comprehended within 
the provisions of this’Act, as may have’ located on the Public 
domain within said reserve since the passage of the Act incor- 
porating the Mississippi and Pacific Rail Road Company, shall 
be entitled to the benefits and rights secured to other pre-emp- 
' tionist, by this act,'on the payment to the "Commissioner of the 

General Land Office, before receiving patents for their pre emp- 
tion lands at the rate of seventy-five cents per acre for the amount 
claimed, not to exceed one hundred ‘and sixty acresito each 
pre-emptor, the receipts from which source shall be paid into the 
| Treasury of the State and placed as‘a seperite fund ‘stibject to 
the disposition of the Legislature of the State. r 

On motion of Mr. Moore the bill and amendments were 
referred to the committee on Internal Improvements, 

Mr Nickles, representative from District No. 69, came for- 
ward, was duly qualified and took his seat. k 

The hour having arrived to commence the first reading of the 
| bill to establish a code of civil Procedure, in accordatrée with a 

resolution heretofore adopted, the clerk proceeded to! féad the 
same. pi 

Ou motion, a call of the House was ordered. aE 

On motion, Mr Lawhon was excused from atten 
House on account of indisposition. 

The sergeant at arms was dispatched for ábsentees. , 

Mr Green moved to adjourn until to-morrow at 10 o’elock 
A. M.— lost. x 

Mr Davis moved to adjourn until to-morrow at half`past 9 
o'clock a. m.—lost. 
On motion, the House adjourned until to- 
9 o'clock a. M. 
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Horse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Dec. 11th, 1855. 

Tlouse met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
presént. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Ou motion of Mr Tarlton, Mr Smith, of Harrison, was ex- 
cused from attendance on the House on atcount of sickness, 

By leave, Mr Crosby introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the House proceed to the election of a Speaker 
pro tem.; adopted. 

The House then proceeded to the election of a Speaker. 

Nominations being in order, Mr Merrick nominated Mr Charl. 
ton; Mr Francis nominated Mr White, and Mr Melton nomi- 
nated Mr Dancy. 

Messrs Crosby, Parker, of T., and Kittrell were appointed 
tellers. 

On telling the vote, it appeared that Mr Charlton had received 
fifty-four votes, Mr White twelve votes, and Mr Dancy twelve 
votes, 

Mr Charlton having received a majority of all the votes cast 
was declared duly elected Speaker pro.tem. of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr Cleveland, of Bexar, presented the petition of J P Simp- 
son, attorney for Jasper Wish, O L Kelly, J B Davenport and 
others for relief; referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr Ardrey presented the petition of Geo R Rains for relief; 
referred, to the committee on Private Land Claims, No 1. 

Mr Crabbe presented the petition of the citizens of Walker 
county to prohibit the sale of liquor in Huntsville; referred to 
the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr Dennis presented the petition of the heirs of F J Bellows, 
deceased, for relief; referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims, No. 1. 

Mr Ochiltrée presented the petition of Mrs Catherine Carson 
for relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No2. 

On motion of Mr Parker, of T., the resolution relative to the 
election of a Messenger, was taken from the table. 

Mr Gaines (by leave) presented the petition of , Styled 
+ A new song, respectfully dedicated to the proper committee.” 

Mr Owings moved that one thousand copies of said p — 
be printed ; lost. 
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On motion of Mr Brown, the petition was laid on the table. 

Mr Cleveland, of B., (by leave) presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Goliad, Karnes and Bexar counties, asking an 
appropriation for improvement of the San Autonio River; re- 
ferred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr Kittrell offered the following amendment to the resolution: 

a That the Sergeant and Assisstant Sergeant at Arms have the 
privilege of appointing their Messenger ;” lost. 

‘The resolution was then adopted. 
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Mr Parker, of T., (by leave) presented the petition of Jno L 4 
Whitman for relief; referred to the committee on Military Af- | 
fairs. $ 

The Iouse then proceeded to the election of a Messenger. $ 


Nominations being in order, Mr Dennis nominated Mr Benj. 
White; Mr Witt nominated Mr C Hopkins ; Mr Randolph nom- 
inated Mr Kennison; Mr Pettus nominated Mr J H Hern; Mr 
Richardson nominated Mr Isaac Trait; Mr Trigg nominated M 
B Wyett; Mr Ellison, Mr Crump. 

Messrs Gaines, Locke and Dennis were appointed tellers. 

On telling the vote it appeared that, Mr White received 34 a 
voles 5 Hopkins, 9; Hern, 10; Truit, 18; Wyatt, T; Crump, $ 
3; Kennison, 1. - ee 

Neither of the candidates having received a majority of all E 
- the votes cast, the House proceeded tu a second bailot. fii 

On telling the vote, it appeared that Mr White received 39 
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votes; Hopkins, 9; Hern, 6; Truit, 23; Wyatt,3; Crump, 1; in 3 
Kennison i. l i g 
Neither of the candidates Laving received a majority of all the 3 


| vates cast, the House proceeded toa third ballot. 
Messrs Wyatt and Crump were withdrawn. at 
On telling the vote,it appeared that Mr White received 42 votes; > Ed 
Hopkins, 5; Hern, 4; ‘Pruit, 28. 
Mr White having received a majority of all the votes cast, was 
deciared duly elected Messenger of the House of Representa— 
tives, 
On motion of Mr Hines, Mr Guy was excused from attendance 


fon the House until the 10th of January next; on account of 
sickness, 


The names of a S 


On motion of Mr Throckmorton, the doorkeeper was excused 
from attendance ou account of sickness. - \ 

Mr Witt asked leave to withdraw the petition of A D Rice, 
which was reported upon by the committee on Private Land 
Claims, No 2; granted. 

2EPOR'S OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr Kiureli, chairman of the committee on Education, made 

the following report: 
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-The committee on Ediication, to whom: was referred the me~ 
morial of the Cherokee Association, asking for ‘a change in the 
law chartering the Tyler University, in the town.of Tyler in the 
county.of Smith, have had the same under consideration, and 
have Instructed me to report the accompauying bill, as a substi- 
inte for, and amendment of the original charter of said institu- 
tion and recommend MS passage. 

Report received and bill read first time. 

Mr Parker, of T., chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made following report : l 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a bill 
to exempt one or more negroes from execution or forced sales, 
have examined the same, and a majority of said committee have 
instructed me to report, that in the opinion of a majority of the 
committee it isa policy that if adopted would prove deleterious to 
the true interests of the peaple of this State, therefore recom- 
mend that no further action be haa thereon. All of which is 
respectfully submitted. = 

Report received, to come up in its regular order. 

Mr Runnels, one of the committee on State Affairs, to whon 
was referred a bill to exempt one or more negroes, not exceeding 
four, from execution or forced sale, dissenting from the report of 
a majority of the committee, beg leave to assign the following 
reasons for believing said bill should become a law: The institu- 
tion of slavery is of vital importance to the people of the South. | 
According to Montesque, it is the natural state of man in warm | 
climates. The white race are unable to bear the exposure to the | 
fervid rays of a southern snn, necessary to be endured in the 
cultivation of the great staple of southern agriculture. The | 
languor attendant upon such exposure, would cause them to per- | 
form no more out-door labor than required for a bare subsistence. | 
In the African slave is fonnd a race whose physical constitution | 
peculiarly fits him for this kind of peculiar labor, and by the per- | 
manent existence of the institution of African slavery alone can | 
we hope ever to fully develope the immenseagricultural resources, | 
the chief source of wealth-of the South. Such being the fact, 
humanity and interest combine to urge us to the adoption of all | 
such measures, as will, at the same time, ameliorate the condition | 
of the slave, and Strengthen the institution with the masses of | 
the people. This bill, with the accompanying amendments isng 
my opinion calculated to produce both of these results. I ami 
aware that there are many who, at the first glance, will be inclimed 
to denounce this measure, as one by which the wealthy are alone | 
to be benefitted. I think such an opinion erronecus, and that in. 
ils Operation, it will fulfil one great condition of all-wise legis-] 
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jation, and prove alike beneficial to both rich and poor. Already 
there is an exemption of 200 acres of land, which, with the ad— 
ditional aid of one hand, will render it available as a means of 
support to families who own nothing but what the law allows, 
while to the large slaveholdér the exemption will be of little .ben- 
efit until such time as his estate by muisfortuneshall have been 
reduced to an equality in wealth to his poor neighbors. ‘The 
great benefit derived from this, is the inducement the bill holds 
out to those who own no slaves to purchase such property ; and 
thereby strengthen the iustitution, by its more universal dissem- 
ination among all ciasses of the people ; in a measure equalizing 
ita distribution among the masses, and waking a larger number 
of citizens directly interested in its promotion ; at the same time 
contributing to the develapment of the agricultural leterests of 
the State. T'he additional section which I have added to the 
bill will deprive the opponents of slavery of one great ground of 


reproach, The charge of tukamanity iu separating families of , 


slaves, has been one of the mast prolific themes of abolition de- 
wunclation ofslavery 5 although the reproach has been, in a great 
measure undeserved, as there ure few owners of slaves who, for 
profit, will under the most pressing necessity.separate nother 
and child, yet it isin the’ power of a creditor to force such sales 
under execution, The passage ef the bill, io its amended shape, 
will wipe out the power of subjecting us to this reproach, and 
establish a principle just and bumane. ` Adlaw somewhat similar 
in its provisions exists in Louisiana, and al] acknowledge its 
beneficial effects. The undersigned respectfully recommends 
the bill, with the accompanying amendineuts, to the favorable 
consideration of the House: 

AMENDMENTS. 

Ist. Change the caption of the bill so as to read “a bill to 
exempt one slave or family of slaves froin sale under execution, 
and to forbid the separation of mother and child by sale either 
forced or voluntary.” 

2d. In the ist Sec. strike out the words “or more not ex- 
ceeding four of such slaves,” and insert the words “of said 
slaves.” 

əd. Insert the following additional section to the bill: 

Sec. 3d. No owner of slaves shall be at liberty to sell or dis- 
pose ot any negro child or children of which he may be the 
owner, or any mother of such child or children, in any manner 
as to separate such parent and children, nor in any case shall 
said slave or slaves be liable for any debts contracted after the 
passage of this act, and any such separating them either forced 
or under execution shall be null and void. 
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On motion of Mr Gaines, the rule was suspended, and the ma- 
jority and minority reports of the committee on State-affairs on 
a bill to exempt one or more slaves not exceeding four from ex- 
ecution or forced sale, taken up, and the bill, together with the 
reports recom mitted to the committee on Slaves and Slavery. 

Mr Parker, of T., chairman of the committee on State affairs, 
made the following reports: l 

The committee on State Affairs to whom was .referred the 
petition of Squire Fletcher, paralysed cripple of Travis coun- 
ty, praying for the privilege of peddling without license, have 
investigated the facts, and have instructed me to report the ac- 
companying bill and recommend its passage—report received 
and bill read Ist time. 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of Elias S. Vansickle, praying for relief. for having 
been a prisoner for some three months in 1838, when a boy, 
have instructed me to report that it bas never been the policy 
or practice of the State to grant compensation in cases of this 
kind, and as it would now be a dangerous precedent, they re- 
commend that no action be taken on the matter, and that the 
committee be discharged from its further consideration. The 
same committee have also considered the bill grauting land to 
the employees in the General Land Office, and unanimously re- 
commend the rejection of the same, as the persons receive a 
regular salary for their services as other officers of the State, 
and are not compelled to remain in that office—report received 
to come up in its regular order. 

Mr Brown, one of the committee on State Affairs, made the 
tollowing report: 

The Committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred’ two 
several petitions of Themas H. Mays, of Bastrop county, have 
carefully examined the same and the proofs, and find thai 
Thomas H. Mays was a member of Capt. Jesse Billingsly’s 
Company in the Spring campaign of 1836, and that he was 
permanently wounded in the battle of San Jacinto, the ball 
still being in the muscles above the knee; and that, therefore, 
he was entitled to one league of land under the law of Decem 
ber Ist, 1837. It is also proven by L. ©. Cunningham and 
Preston Conly, two old and worthy citizens ot Bastrop county, 
that a valuable horse of Mr Mays, worth at that time $100, 
was appraised, and put into the Government service, and used 
as such, without pay to Mr Mays. The committee, in view of 
these facts, have instructed me to report the accompanying bills, 
and respectfully recommend their passage—report received 
and bills read Ist time. 
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Mr Shaw, Chairman of the Committee on Private Land 
Claims No. 1, made the following report: 

The Committee on Private land Claims No.1, to whom 
was referred the petition of J. N. Curry, have examined and 
daly considered petitioner’s claim, and are of the opinion that 
he is jnsily entitled to a certificate for 320 acres of land. ‘he 
co nmittes have, therefore, instructed ine to report the accom- 
panying bill, and recummend its passage—Report received, 
and bill read 1st time. 

Mr Merrick, Chairman of the Committee on County and 
County Boundaries, made the following report: ` 

The committee on county and county boundaries, to whom 
was referred the petition of sandry citizens of Guadalupe river, 
gad its tributaries in the counties of Cumal, Bexar and Gilles- 
pie, praying forthe formation of a new county, have had the 
same under consideration, and in accordance therewith have 
requested me to report to the Honse the accompanying bill, 
and recomend its -passage—report received and bill read 1st 
tine. i l l 

Mr Ochitree, Chairman of the committee on Slaves and 
Slavery, made the following report : 

The Committee on Slaves and Slavery, to whom -was referred 
a bill to be entitled An Actamending An Act concerning slaves, 
approved February 5, 40, have had the fame under considera- 
ton, and direct me to report the same back to the House, recom- 
mending its indefinite postponement—report received to come 
ap In its régular order, 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr Tarver introdaced a bill for the purchase cf the Alamo 
Monument—read Ist time. On motion of Mr Tarver, rule 
suspended, bill read 2d time by caption, and referred to the 
committee on State Affairs, | 

Mr McCowan introduced a bill to raise vulunteers for pro- 
tection of the frontier—read Ist time. » 

Mr Taylor introduced a bill to survey, dispose of, and to ap- 
propriate the publiy dumain of Texas for certain purposes-— 
Read Ist time. S 

On motion of Mr Taylor, ra'e suspended, bill read 2d time 
by caption, and? referred to the cominittee on internal iniproves 
ments. i 


Mr Brown movel that 1099 copies of 
lost. 

Mr Gaines offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the resolution previously adopted by the 
louse, to hold but one session a day,and to adjenra at 3 "choc 
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P. M., be and the same is hereby rescinded—and tlie Honse 
hereafter will meet at half past nine o’clock A. M., and adjourn 
at half past I o clock, and meet again on the. same day at 3 
o’elack p. m.—BLaid on the table one day for cunsideration. 

The hour haying arrived for the consideration of the majori- 
ty and minority reports of Committee on Public Debt, ona 
bill recommending the’ acceptance of the preposition offered 
by the United States tu the State of Texas fer the adjustment 
of the claims of certain creditors of the State of Texas; made 
the special order of the day tor to-day—the same were taken 
up. 
The bonr having arrived for the reading ot the bill to estal- | 
lish a code of civil procedure, the reading of the same was on 
motion, dispensed with for this day. 

On motion the Honse adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o’elock, 


che. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES } 
Austin, Dee. }2th, 1855. 

Tlouse met pursuant to adjonsnment— roll called—quoram 
present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted, 

PETITIONS. 

Mr Arnold presented the petiven of the conuty court of Co 
tual connty, for relief; referred to commit ee on educanon. 

Mr Hines presented the petition of ©, N. Barnir, for relief; 
referred to cunmutiee on private land claims, No, 2. 

Mr Rushing presested the petition of Staffoid Selman, for 
reliefs referred to conmbitice on private land elaims, No. 1. 

Mr Moore prescuted the penton of the tuwb of Moscow, ask- 
jug for corporate privileges; leferred to comunittee on State 
affarrs. 

Also the petition of Sandry citizens of the town of Moscaw 
aud vicinity, a hing the passage ofa law prolebinog the sale al 
aiduit spliils within a cettalu area therein named; referred to 
committee on State affairs. 

Mr Throckmorton presented the petition of the citizens of 
Gainsville, praying for an act of incorporation 5 referred to com- 
mittee on State affairs. 

Mr Dougherty presented the petition of the heirs of Susan Sa- 
lac, for relief; referred to committee on private Jand claims, 
No. 1.: 

Mr Kittrell presented the petition of F. W. Harms, for relief; 
#returicd to committee on private land claims, No. 2. 
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Mr Ector presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
county of Ru-k, asking that some law be passed quieting certain 
land titles ; referred to committee on public lands. 

Mr Owings presented the petition of sundry citizens of the city 
of Victoria: referred to cors mittee on State affairs. 

Mr West presented the petition of Richard Brown, asking for 


aheadright of John Brown, deceased ; referred te committee on 
private land claims, No. 1. ` 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr Kittrell, chairman of the committee on education, made 
the following reports: 

The committee on education, to whom was referred An act to 
exempt the four league school grant to each county in the State 
of Texas, from taxation, having had the same under considera- 
tion, 1astract me to report the same back to the House, and 
recommend its passage ; report received to come up in Its regu- 
lar order. 

The committee on education, to whom was referred a bill from 
the Senate, enutled A bill to incorporate the Galveston Island 
University, having had the same under consideration, instruct 
me to report the same back to the [louse, and recommeud its 
passage ; report received to come up if its regular order. 

The committee on education, to whom was referred a bill from 
the Senate, cnutled A bill to incorporate the Galveston Reading 
Club, having had the same under consideration, instruct me to 
report the same back to the House and recommend its passage ; 
report received to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on education, to whom was referred a bill from 
the Senate, entitled A bill anthorizing and requiring the Govern- 
or of the State to have surveyed the unlocated ba'auee of the 
university lands, having had the same under consideration, in- 
struct me to report the same back to the House, and recominend 
lls passage ; report received to come up in its regular order. 

The committee on education, to whom was referred a petition 
asking the incorporation of the Henderson Female College, hav- 
ing had the same under consideration struct me to report the 
accompanying bill to the Honse and recommend its passage ; 
report received, and bill read first time. a 

The committee on education, to whom was referred a bill 
from the Senate, entitled A bill to establish and incorporate a 
literary institute, under the supervision and control of the East- 
ern Texas Conlerence, &c., having had the same under consider- 
ation, have instructed me to report the same back to the House, 


and recommend its passage; report received to come up 10 its 
anlar order. 
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The committee on education, to whom was referred a bill fiom 
the Senate, entitled A bill for the protection of the-lands that 
have been or may hereafter be granted, for the purposes of edu- 
cation, having had the same under consideration, instruet me to 
report ‘the same back to the House, and recommend lis passage ; 
report received to come up in its regniar order. 

The committee on education, to whom was referred A bill to 
incorporate Franklin College, having bad the same under consid- 
eration, instruct me fo report the same back tothe House, and. 
recommend its passage; report received to come up in 4s regu- 
Jar order. 

Mr White, chairman of the committee on public lands, made 

the followi ing report : 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred a Sen- 
ate’s bill donating to actual settlers on vacant public domain 
320 acres of Jand, have had the same under consideration; and « 
majority of said committee have instructed me to report the bill 
back to the House with the following amendments, and recom- 
mend their adoption, with the passage of the bill. 

Amend 1st section, second and third lines, by striking out the 
words, “ now residents of Texas.” 

Amend 4th section by striking ont all after the word * proof,” 
in the tenth line, to the word “ and,” iu the twelfth line. 

Amend by striking out the 9th section, except the words “ and 
that this act shall be in force from, and after its passage ; ” report 
received to come up in its regular ‘order. 

Mr Cleveland of I, chairman of the committee on private 
land claims, No.2, made the following report: 

The committee on private land claims, to whem was referred 
a bill for the relief of James Drake, have considered the same. 
and are unanimously of opinion thatsaid Drake is justly entitled 
to the relief which he asks, and have instructed me to report the 
bill for his relief back to the House, and respectfully recommend 
its passage; report received to come up in its regular order, 

Mr Randolph, chairman of the committee on claims and ac- 
counts, made the following reports: 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of Henry Bridger, have duly i investigated the same. 
‘hey do not think him erititled to the relief prayed for, Tam 
therefore instructed by the committee to report said petition back 
to the House, and recommend its indefinite postponement ; report 
received to come up in its regular order, 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of Mrs. D. E. V. Brown, have examined the samt, 
and J am instructed by said committee to report the accompany 


| 
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ing pill for her relief, and recommend its passage ; report received 
and bill read first time. 

Mr Darden of G., chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, 

made the following report: 

The joint committee ou enrolled bills, have examined the fol— 
lowing bills, viz: 

An “act to legalize the creation of Vanzandt county. 

A bill to be entitled. An act to make valid surveys made by 
the county Surveyor of Vanzandt county. 

A bill to be entitled, An act to create the county of Parker. 

-A bill to be entitled, An act for the relief of A. W.O. Hicks, 
Judge of the fifth judicial district. 

All of which are correctly enrolled, and having been properly 
signed, were this day presented to the Governor—all of which is 
respectfully submitted ; report accepted, 7 

REPORTS OF SELEC l COMMITTEES. 

Mr Crosby, chairman on the part of the House of the joint 
select committee on laud claims west of the Nueces river, made 
the following report ; 

The joint select committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of Jose Casiaiio, have had the same under consideration, and 
have instrneted me to report, that the matter and things set forth 
inthe petition of said applicant, are proper subjects for the con— 
sideration and action of the committee on the Judiciary. The 
committee therefore beg leave ta suggest that the same he re— 
ferred to the committee on the J Fudicia: 'y for its action, and that 
ihis committee be discharged from the fnr.her consideration of 
the same; report received to come np im its reguiar order. 

On motion of Mr Cleveland of Bexar the rule regulating the 
order of business was suspended, and -report taken up, “and 
adopted, and on motion of Mr. Browu, the report and petition 
vere referred to committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Randolph, chairman of the committee on claims and ac- 
counts, Made the following report: 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of Sherman Case, have had the same under consid— 
eration, and Tam instructed by the committee to report the same 
back to the House, and recommend its rejection. The petition— 
a, itseems, made a contract with tke Governor for the distribu- 
ion of the laws and journals of. the last Session of the Levisla- 
lure in a certain district of the State, for which he war to: 
receive four hundred and seventy-five ’ dollars—petitioner state 
hat the sum agreed upon was paid him, that he delivered the. 
laws and journals in pursuance of his contract; that ov ng to 

eavy rains, high water, &c., he was obliged to Papena large 
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sums of money, that his expenses aud losses exceeded the sum 
received, $865, and for the reasons stated, he asked rehef. The 
committee are unanimously of the opinion that it is one of those 
hard cases which cannot be provided for ; report received to come 
up in its regular order. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr Dalrymple introduced a bill to create the eighteenth jndi- 
cial district, to define the time of holding courts in the same, and 
to provide for the election of a district Judge aud district attorney 
for said eighteenth judicial district; read first time. 

Mr Parsons introduced a bill to provide books for the use of 
the supreme court; read first time. 

Mr Middleton introduced a bill granting toll privileges to 
Matthew Worell, for building a bridge on the Navasoto river: 
read first time. 

Mr Trigg iutrodaced a bill to authorize the clerk of the county 
court of Basirop county to transcribe record book (A) ; read first 
lime, 

Mr Stout introduced a bill for the reliefof John Moody; 
read first time. ; 

Mr Brown introduced a bili to incorporate the Lone Star Mil- 
itary Company, of Galveston; read first time, 

Mr West introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That tne commutee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of providing by law fora special 
term of the Supreme court to be held at Austin, between the first 
Monday of January next, and the third Monday of the same, and 
report by bill or otherwise; adopted. 

Mr Brown introduced the following resolution : 

fresolved, That the committee on contingent expenses be in- 
structed to enquire into the number of porters and other em- 
ployees of the House of Representatives, exclusive of the usual 
officers, aud to report a resolution more particularly defining the 
duties of each officer and employee, and dispensing with the ser- 
vices of as many porters as to (hem may seem proper—and defin- 
ing Salaries for those retained ; also to enquire whether there be 
a necessity for the employment of clerks by the several commit- 
tees, which now have them, and that they report as early as 
practicable. , 

Mr Ector moved to strike out all relative to porters. 

_ Mr Smith of Harris, offered the following ameudæent to the 
amendment ; 

Resolved, That the committee be also instructed to enquire 
whether the rooms in the basement story are occupied as sleeping 
rooms by members, and whether rent is paid for said rooms by 
the occupants. 
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Mr Tompkins moved to lay the amendment to the amendment 
on the table ; lost, i 

Mr Green moved to lay the amendment on the table ; lost. 

Question upon the adoption of the amendment to the amend- 
ment put and carried. | 

Question upon the adeption of the amendment as amended 
put and lost. 

Mr Stedman offered the ‘ollowing amendment : 

Amend by adding, “ and if the occupants do not pay rent, that 
the ie committee fix a proper amount to be paid for said rooms; 
adopted. l 


Mr Cleveland of Liberty offered the following substitute for 
the resolution as amended: 

Resolved, That the carimittee on contingent expenses be in- 
structed to enquire into the manner in which the employees and 
porters of the House discharge their duties, and whether there 
is a necessity for continuing the clerkships to such standing com- 


mittees as have them, and that they report by res olution or other- 
wise ; adopted. - 


Resolution as substituted adopted. 

Mr McMillin introduced a bill defining the counties compos- 
ing the third judicial district, and the time of holding courts 
herein; read first time. 

A message was received from the Senate through their Secre- 
ary, informing the House of the passage of the following bills 
riginating im the Senate : 


A bill relating to the duties of assessors and collectors of 
axes. 


A bill for the relief of William Wingate. 

A bill to incorporate Larissa College. 

A bill to incorporate the city of Marshall. 

A bill to repeal an act to provide for the issuance of bounty and 
mation land warrants to persons entitled to the same. 

A bill to amend the 21st section of an act entitled, an act to 
ganize county courts—approved March 16th 1848. 

A bill to authorize the Comptroller to issue certificates of cer- 
in lost certificates of stock on certain conditions. 


A bill to provide for the investigation of land titles in certain : 
unties, 


A bill to quiet land titles 


A bill to legalize certain surveys lying between the waters of 
e Colorado and Brazos rivers. 


Also the following bill, originating in the House. l 

À bill to fix the salary of the Governor. 

Mr Ector introduced a bill to provide for the investment of the 
v 
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special school fund in the bonds of railroad companies, incorpo, 
ated by the State; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Ector, rule suspended, and bill read second 
time by caption. 

On motion of Mr Sherwood, 150 copies ordered to be printed 

Mı Cleveland of Liberty moved to refer the bill to the com. 


mittee on education : lost. 
On motion of Mr Ector the bill was referred to the committe 


on Internal Improvements. 

Mr Sullivan introduced a bill to provide an Internal Improve 
ment Fund, and to commence an Ivternal Improvement Syste 
by the State ; ; read first ume. 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton rule suspended, bill rea 
second time by caption, and referred to committee on Intern 


Improvements. 
On motion of Mr Throckmorton, 200 copies ordered to 


printed. 
Mr White offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That it is the sense Sof this House that no chan 
of the Constitution ought to be made whereby tkis State shi 
in whole, or in part, engage in the construction of railroads, a 
that all efforts tending to that object, is a useless consumption 
time, and therefore ought to be discontinned. 
Mr Ector moved to Jay the resolution on the table. 
The yeas and nays being demanded, the vote was as follow 
Yras—Messrs Ardrey, Brown, Dancy, Darden of G., Deve 
eaux, Ector, Francis, Gay, Lawhon, McCown, Neblett, ‘Nick! 
Randolph, Sayles, Stedman, Trigg, and Worsham—l7. 
Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bo 
ner, Burress, Busby, Chariton, Cleveland of Bexar, Clevela 
of Liberty, Crabbe, Dalrymple, Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Doug 
erty, Ellison, Gaines, Green, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Junk 
King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin of H., ' Martin of L.,} 
Clanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moo 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pett 
Poag, Pollock, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sha 
Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N, Sto 
Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Truehart, West, White, 
liams of L., Willians of S., Witt, and Wood— 64. 
So the House refused to lay the resolution on the table. 
Mr Sherwood moved to refer the resolution to the commit 
on Internal Improvements; lost. 
Mr Darden of G. moved the indefinite postponement of 


resolution. 
Mr Throckmorton moved its. reference to the committee 


Internal Improvements. 
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| The latter motion having precedence, the question thereon 
as put and carried. 

Mr McCown introduced a joint resolution’ making Corpus 
hristi a port of entry; read first time. 


ass suspended, anda bill from the Senate to allow Clinton 
hompson, a minor, to take possession and control of his estate, 
nd to transact business as though he were of full age, together 
ith the report of the committee on the Judiciary, recommend- 
g the passage of the same—taken up, and bill passed to a 
itd reading ; rule farther suspended, bill read third time, and 
assed. 

Mr Gaines, (by leave) withdrew a joint resolution from the 
mmittee on constitutional amendments, and the same was then 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, Mr Gay was added to the commit- 
eon Internal Improvements. 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, the House proceeded to take up the 
winess On the Speaker's table, and orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The hour having arrived for the reading of the bill to estab- 
h a code of civil procedure, the same wat taken up, and read 
one hour. 


On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow, at 10 o'clock 
M. 


Tuurspay, Austin, Dec., 13th, 1855. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 

gent. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 

ough his private Secretary. 

PETITIONS. 

ir Throckmorton presented the petition of Hugh McLeod, 

mt of Bazel Lamar, for relief; referred to the committee on 

blic debt. 

Mr West presented the petition of Thos Adams, for relief: 

tred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

ir Randolph presented the petition of Joseph Denson for 

ef; referred to the committee on private land claims no. 9. 

ür Suilivan presented the petition of Thos. R. Foster, for 

ef; referred to the committee on private land claims no. 9. 

Ar Trueheart presented the petition of snnéry citizens of 

ar county, praying that the limits ofsaid county be defined 
A x 7 


Qn motion of Mr Tarlton the rule defining the order of busi— 
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and protesting against any county infringing on the same; n. 
ferred to the committee on counties and county boundaries, 

Mr Sullivan presented the petition of L. Martin, for relief: 
referred to the committee on private land claims no. 2. 
. Mr Dennis presented the petition of Thos. Norris, for relief 
referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr White presented the petition of John S. Menefee, for re. 
lief; referred to the committee on public debt. - 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton, the rule defining the orde 
of business, was suspended, and the House proceeded to tale 
up Senate bills on their first and second reading, as follows: 

A bill for the relief of Harrison county; read second tim 
and passed to a third reading. 

A bill granting the consent of the State of Texas to the Unite 
States, to construct breakwaters, jettys, dam and other im 
provements on the coast of Texas; read second time and passe 
to a third reading. : 

A bill to authorize the clerk of the District Court of Was 
ington county to transcribe certain records therein named rea 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to authorize agents or attorneys at lawto make atid 
vits in certain cases ; read second time and passed toa thir 
reading. 

A bill authorizing the transfer of certain stock bonds on ee 
tain conditions; read second time and referred to the com 
mittee on public debt. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas and New Orleans Telegrap 
Company ; read second time and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to amend an act regulating public printing, approve 
Dec. 27, 1851; read second time and referred to the committ 
on the Judiciary. . 

A bill supplementary to “an act authorizing. the commis 
ioner of the General land office, to issue patents on certificat 
issued by the board of land Commissioners of Robertson count 
under certain restrictions, approved Feb. 5th, 1850 ; read se 
ond time and referred to the committee on public lands. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Taylor; re 
second time and referred to the committee on private la 
claims no. 2. 

A bill to authorize the county Court of Cherokee county 
levy an additional tax for the purpose of building a jail; re 
gecond time and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Cotton seed, oil and pa 
manufacturing company; read second time and referred tot 
eommittee on the Judiciary. 
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A bill to amend the 4th section of an act, entitled an act reg- 
lating attachments. approved March 11, 1848; read second 
tine and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitn- 
tion; read second time and referred to the committee oh the 
Judiciary. | 

A bill granting Pelican Island in Galveston Bay, to the cor- 
poration of the city of Galveston; read second time and refer- 
red to the committee on State affairs. 

A bill to incorporate the Powder Horn Bayou, and Matagorda 
vy Dredging company ; read second time and passed to a 
third reading. 

On motion of Mr Brown, rule suspended—bill read third 
ime and passed by a two-thiid vote, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bell, Bonner, Brown, Burress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of 
D, Cleveland of L, Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of C, 
Darden of G, Davis; Dennis, Devereaux, Dougherty, Ector, El- 
ison, Francis, Gay, Green, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Junker, King, 
Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin ot H, Martin of L, McClana- 
ban, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Neblet, 
Nickles, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A, Parker of T, Par- 
os, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, 
ushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
arrison, Smith of N, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tar- 
ex, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, Truebeart, White, Williams 


fLamar, Williams of San Augustine, Wittand Worsham—‘6. | 
Nays.— l 


oe 


A bill for the relief of James W. Reed; read second time 
id referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Marine Rail-way and build- 
ng association ; read second timeand referred to the committee 
uState affairs. , 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Rope, Cordage, and Cot 

m Manufacturing Company; read second time and referred 
othe committee on State affairs. 

A bill to change the sixth and ninth Judicial Districts, and 
i define the time of holding the Courts therein; read first 


me, ` 


On motion of Mr Stedman, the rule was suspended and bill 
ad second time. l 

Mr Davis moved the passage of the bill to a third reading. 
Mr Ector moved to refer the bill to the committee on the Ju- 
ciary. : : 

Mr Ochiltree moved to lay the bill onthe table ; lost. 


- ciary, was lost. 


230 


A Message was received from the Senate through their seg 
retary, informing the House of the passage by the Senate of, 
bill originating in that body, entitled an Act to reorganize th 
8th Judicial District and define the time of holding the Dj 
trict Courts therein. 

The motion of Mr Ector, to refer the bill to change the 6t 
and 9th Judicial Districts &c., tu the committee on the Judi 
. Mr Ector offered as a substitute, a bill to be entitled an act 
create the 15th Judicial District, to define the limits-and toa 

oint the time for holding Sonrts therein, and to define th 
imits and appoint the time for holding the Courts in the ¢ 
Judicial District. 

Mr Davis moved to lay the substitute on the table. 

The yeas and nays being called for, the vote stood as fil 
lows, viz: 

Yeras—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Bonner, Brow 
Busby, Charlton, Cleaveland of B, Crabbe, Crosby, Dav 
Devereaux, Dickson, Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Green, Hal 
Hines, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Locke, McMillin, Mi 
dleton, Neblett, Parker of T, Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, Riog 
ardson, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Ham 
Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Taylor, Trigg, Williams of L, Wi 
liams of S,and Witt—45. l . 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Burress, Cleveland of L, Dalrympl@ 
Daney, Darden of C, Dennis, Ector, Gaines, Latham, Lawho 
Martin of H, Martin of L, McClanahan, Meiton, Ochiltr 
Owings, Parker ot A, Parsons, Runnells, Smith of Harris 
Tarlton, White, Wood, and Worsham—25. 

So the substitute was laid on the table. 

Mr Ector moved to refer the bill to the committee on St 
affairs ; lost. i 

Mr Stedman moved the previous question, which being se 
onded, the House ordered the main question to be put, whi 
was done aud the bill was passed to its third reading. 

On motion of Mr Ochiltree, the House proceeded to take! 
the business on the Speaker’s table and orders of the day. 

. ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The majority and minority reports of the committee on Py 
lic Debt, on a bill providing tor giving the assent of Texas to 
act of the Congressof the United States for the adjustment oft 
claims of, certain creditors of the State of Texas, was th 
taken up. : T dr 

On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow ‘a 
clock, A, m. 


St is 
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House or REPRESENTATIVES, ; 
Austin, Friday, Dec. 14th, 1855. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quoram 
| present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. . 

On motion of Mr Locke, Mr Ellison was excused from at- 
tendance on the House for two days. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr Moore presented the petition of theheirs of Harvey San- 
derson, deveased, for relief; referred to the committee on pub- 
Ee debt. = 

Mr Rushing presented the petition of Wesley Selman; for 
relief; referred to the committee on claims and aceounnts. 

Mr Parker of Tarrant, presented the petition of Catharine 
Stockman for relief; referred to the committee on public lands. 

By leave, Mr Charlton introdnced a bill, providing for the 
rate of taxation, and regulating the mode of assessing and col- 
lecting ; read first time, on motionof Mr Randolph, the rule 
was suspended and bill read second time, and referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

By leave, Mr MeMillin introduced a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Isabel Ceiders; read first time. 

By leave, Mr Brown introduced a bill to incorporate the 
Galveston gas company; read first time. 

By leave, Mr McCown, chairman of the committee on mili- 
tary affairs, made the following report: 

The committee on military affairs, to whom was referred the 
memorial of John L. Whitman, have duly examined thesame 

and accompanying documents. The committee have instruct- 
ed me to report back to the House, and respectfully recom- 
mend your memorialist to the consideration of the committee 
on private land claims, no. 1; report received, to come up in 
its regular order. 

On motion of Mr Gaines, the following resolution was taken 
from the table; l 

Resolved, that the resolution previously adopted by the House, 
to hold but one session a day, and to adjourn at 3 o’clock, P. M., 
be, and the same is hereby rescinded, and the House hereafter 
will meet at half past 9 o'clock, a. m., and adjourn at half past 
12 o’clock, and meet again on the same day at 3 o'clock, p.m. 


‘ 
a 
: wk i wet 
we meee teen Mn eB COT TA 
e aime GL IANO» 44, ging Hai 


aN: oe 
i ad 


mapt 


+. 


exe = 
s'e e 
lis, deraa fede. ~- are 
Yn By "ke are Doe = i y 


hh? 
an 


au 


ae 
Qe a $ 
-l 


> Beat a 
denen inona SE he, 
vÅ piet r Ey aaa see e va 


<b gra 


å 
O E hasa seanina 


- 
a" 7 
ë 
Ate, ean oe ” 
. 


232 


Mr Moore offered tħe following amendment: Amend by 
striking out all after the word “rescinded.” a 

Mr Reeves offered the following amendment to the amend. 
ment: And the afternoon session be devoted to the reading of 
the code, until it is disposed of. 

Mr Trigg moved to lay the resolution and amendments. on 
the table; lost. 

Amendment to the amendment adopted. 

Amendment as amended, adopted. 

Resolution as amended, adopted. ee 

On motion of Mr Sayles, the House proceeded to take up 
the business on the Speaker’s table, and the orders of the day. 


ORDERS. OF THE DAY. 


Minority and majority reports of the committee on the pub- 
lic debt, on the bill providing for the acceptance of the propo- 
sition of the United States, for the adjustment of the elaims of 
certain creditors.of the State of Texas, taken up. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their sec- 
retary, informing the Honse of the passage by that body, of 
the following bills, originating therein viz: 

A bill todefine more particularly the Western and North- 
ern boundary of Milam land district. 

Also, of the passage of the following bill originating in the 
House, viz: 

A bill to make an appropriation to pay volunteers. 

Mr Gaines moved to adjourn until halt past 3 o’clock, Pr. m. 
—lost. 

Mr Ochiltree moved to adjourn until half past.2 o’clock, r. m. 
—lost. 


On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock, P. m. 


3 o’clock, P. m. 

House met, pursuant to adjournment—toll called—quorum 
not present. i 

Mr Ochiltree moved to adjourn until to-morrow 9 o’clock, a. 
m—lost. l 

Mr Kittrell moved that the Sergeant at Arms be dispatched 
for absentees; carried, and the officer dispatched accordingly. 

Mr Ochiltree moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o’clock, 
A. M.—lost. 

Mr Rushing moved to adjourn until to-morrow half past 9 
o’clock, a. m.—lost. 


Mr Witt moved to adjourn until to-morrow quarter past 9 


4 


Quorum present. 


233 


t 


On motion of Mr West, the journal of December Sth, wae 
corrected, so that his name should not appear amoung the nays 
on the passage of the bill to fix the salary of the Governor, he 
being absent when the vote was taken. __ 

Mr Brown moved to reconsider the vote passing to a third 
reading, Senate bill to change the 6th and 9th Judicial District 
&e.—lost. 

. Mr Worsham moved to adjourn until to-morrow at 10 o’clock 
A. M.—lost. 

Mr Chartton, (by leave) offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
appoint a committee to act with a like committee to be appoint- 
ed on the part of the Senate to make suitable arrangements for 
the inatguration of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor, 
elect; adopted. 


A communication from his Excellency, the Governor, was 
read as follows: 


Soe Executive OFFICE, 
r Austin, December 12th, 1855. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, 


and House of Representatwes : 


On the 7th of February, 1853, a joint resolution was passed 
by the Legislature, authorizing the Governor to employ some 
suitable person to translate and arrange al] Spanish documents 
of historical value to be found among the archives of the 


aation of San Antonio, by the Mexican troops in 1886, and file 
said translation in the department of State for future use, and 
also appropriating the sum of one thousand dollars to pay the 
same. ; P 

Under this resolution my predecessor, Gov. Bell, employed 
Mr Buquor of San Antonio, to arrange said papers and trans. 
late them as far as he could do so for the amount appropriated. 
This was done, and the translations have been deposited in the 
Secretary of State’s office. Mr Buquor and Mr Debray, his 
assistant, have, at my request, made a descriptive index of ali 
the papers ot historical interest that remain in said archivesl . 
which are worthy of being translated, together with an estimate 
3! the amount required to pay for their arrangement and trans- 
ation. 
I herewith transmit said des:riptive index and estimate, and 
ecommend that an appropriat on be made of an amount suffi- 
lent to pay for arranging and translating those papers; and 


County Clerk of Bexar county, of a date anterior to the evac- ` 
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also that you pass a resolution requiring the originals of those 
papers, as well as those previously translated, to be deposited 
in the Secretary of State’s office with the translations. 

On motion of Mr Truehart, communication and accompany- 
me weber referred to the committee on Historical Records. « 

accordance with a resolution adopted in the forenoon, the 

clerk proceeded to read the code of civil procedure. 

Mr Parker of T, moved that a further reading of the code of 
civil procedure be suspended ; lost. 

Mr Dickson moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o'clock, 
4. M.—lost. N a 

On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow 10 o`clock, 
4. M. i i 


Houss or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Saturday, Dec. 15th, 1855. l 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—guorum 
present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr Cleveland of Bexar presented the petition of Victor Con- 
siderant for a grant of land—referred to the committee on’ Pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr Smith of Harrison, presented the petition of sundry eiti- 
zens of Harrison county praying that J. W. Stroud be permitted 
to build a set of mills across Little Cypress—referred to a 
select committee of five. 

Mr Darden of Gonzales, presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of the town of Gouzales relative to the corporation of said 
town—reterred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Smith of Harris, presented the petition of Charlotte D. 
Ross for relief—referred ‘to the committee on Private Land 
claims No. 2. ` 

Mr West presented the petition ef the heirs of William L. 
Sargeant for land—referred to the committee on private land 
claims No. 2. 

Also, the petition of Jarrett Bull for land—referred to»the 
committee on private land claims No. 2. 

Mr Gaines presented the petition of Martha Durst, for relief 
—referred to the counnitiee on claims and accounts. 

Mr Ardrey presented the petition of John C. Tatum, for re- 
Nief—referred to the committee on private land claims No. 1. 

` Mr West presented the petition of the heirs of John S. Brooks 
dec’d, for land—referred to the committee on private land claims 
No. 2, i 
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Also, the petition of the representatives‘of John W. Little 
dec’d—reterred to the committee on Public debt. 

Mr Smith of Harris, presented the petition of the Adminis- 
trator of Mosely Barker dec’d—referred to the committee on 
private land claims No. 2. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr Tarver chairman of the committee on the Judiciary re- 
ported back a bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue patents and certiticates m Castro’s Colony 
In certain eases, and recommend the passage of the same, after 
the adoption of the fuilowing amendment: amend by adding 
to 2d section “ provided that such floating certiticate shall only 
be located within the limits of the Colony. n 

Mr Tarver of the committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
to the House a joint resolution fram the Senate proposing an 
amendinent to the constitution, and a Senate bill to prevent the 
earrying of concealed weapons, ‘aud recommended their indefinite 
postponement,- 

Mr Tarver chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported back the following Senate. bills and recommended their 
passage. 

A vill to authorize the heirs of Martha Barker or her assigns 
to raise a location therein named, and to locate the same on arly 
vacant land. 

A. bill confirming certain headright grants on the boundary 
line of Austin’s Colony, and Robertson’s ‘Colony. 

A bill to define the time of holding the District courts in the 
county of Cameron. 

A bill conferring power on county courts, and town and city 
corporate authorities to establish quarantine regulations. 

Mr Tarver chairman of the committee on the Judicary made 
the following report: The committee on tbe Judiciary, to whom 
was relerred the Senate’s joint resolution proposing an amend- 
ment to the constitution, have had the same under cobsiıderation 
and have instructed me to report the same back to the- House, 
and recommend its adsption. Such an amendment as tnat pro- 
posed is much needed. Under the present system, in case of a 
vacancy in any of the offices named in the resolution, the people 
are deprived of the services of the officer for four or fixe months, 
never less than three. In the Governor’s proclamation, the or- 
der of election, and the period of sixty days which must elapse 


before the votes are counted, occasion a delay which operates. 


in many instances as a great hardship. [ts inconvenience has 
been recently illustrated in an instance where many countes in 
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the second Judicial District were wholly deprived of the Falt 
Term of their courts through these delays. The amendment 
proposes to vest the Governor with the power of filling such 
vacancies by appointment, until the next regular election; thus 
avoiding the delay incident to a special election. It may be 
added, as a matter of public notoriety, that a special election 
rarely calls forth that full expression of the popular will which 
under our political system is-so desirable. 

Mr Tarver, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary re- 
ported back, a Senate bill to Crewe the 15th Judicial District, 
provide for the election of a Judge, and District Attoruey, and 
define the time of holding courts in the same, and recommended 
its passage with the following amendments, to wit: 

Ist. Strike out Sec. 2d, and substitute the following: 

2. That the District courts in the 15th Judicial District 
shall commence in the county of Liberty on the first Monday in 
May, at the spring term 1856, and after that term on the second 
Mondays in March and September, and mayfcontinue in session 
two weeks; in the county of Trinity on the fourth Monday afier 
the first Monday in May, at the spring term 1856; after that 
term on the first Mondays after the second Mondays in March 
and September, and may continue in session one week; in the 
county of Tyler, on-the fifth Monday after the first Monday in 
May 1856; and after that term on the fifth Mondays after the 
second Mondaysin March and September, and may continue in 
sessien two weeks; in the county of Orange, on the seventh 
Monday after the first Monday in May, at the spring term of 18- 
56, and after that term on the seventh Mondays after the second 
Mondays in March and September, and may continue in sessign 
one week; in the county of Jefferson, on the eighth Mond y 
after the first Monday in May of the spring term 1856, and after 
that term on the eighth Mondays after the second Mondays in 
March and September, and may continue in session until busi- 
ness is disposed of. 

2d. Add the following section : 

5. That all appeals and writs of error from the District 
courts of the 15th Judicial District, shall be returned to and be 
considered and adjudged by the branch of the Supreme court 
holding its sessions at Galveston. 

Mr Merrick chairman of the committee on county boundaries 
reported back a bill to create the county of Young, and recom- 
mended its passage, with the following substitute for the 5th 
Sec. viz: ,; - 

That for Judicial purposes the territory embraced within the 
limits of the county herein provided for, together with the terri- 
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ry North of the Wichata, thence West to the source of the same, 
thence South to the Clear Fork of the Brazos, and down said 
stream to its mouth shall be attached to the County of -—— 
until otherwise provided for by Jaw. 

Mr West, oné of the committee ou the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred a resolution directing an inquiry into the expediency of 
providing for a special session of the Supreme conrt at Austin, 
reported a bill to regulate the session of the Suoreme court and 
recommend its passage—bill read first time—rule suspended, 
read 2d time and ordered to be enyrossed—rule further suspend- 
ed and read 3d time. 

Mr Brown moved to amend by inserting after the words 
“first Monday” in Sec. 2d, the words “February and continue 
in”—adopted—bill as amended passed. 

Mr Locke one of the committee on Enrolled bills, made the 
following report: 

Your committee on Enrolled bills have examined a bill enti- 
tled an act to incorporate Powder Horn Bayou and Matagorda 
Bay Dredging company and find the same to be correctly en- 
rolled—report accepted. 

Mr Cleveland of Bexar, one of the committee on the Judicia- 
ry, to whom was referred the petition of Richard Reiley, reported 
a bill to legitimate Margaret Reiley and Richard.Reiley Jr.—bili 
read first time. 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty, chairman of the committee on pri- 
vate land claims No, 2, made the following report: 

The committee on private land claims No, 2, have patiently 
and carefully examined the petition of Theodore Kohlhass and 
others, and the heirs of C. J. W. Lowery, James Rose, and 
others which were referred to them, and find sufficient and satis- 
factory proof that ©. J. W. Lowery, James Rose, James B. 
Combs, Wm. Doran, A. Quigley, John Nesbit, John C. Trim- 
mell, George M. Petty, and R. P. Hammock, arrived in the 
Republic of Texas as volunteers before the 1st of Augnst 1836 ; 
performed at least one tour of service in the army of the Repub- 
lic and died in the Republic, some of them having first been 
honorably discharged, and the others having died in the service. 
It has also been shown satisfactorily to your committee that the 
heirs of each of them are living; and your committee are of the 
opinion that those heirs, in each case respectfully, are intitled 
to one third of a League of land as a headright, under the 29th 
Sec. of the General land law of Dec’r 14th, 1837; and therefore 
recommend the passage of the bill for their relief herewith pre- 
sented. The otber claims embraced in the petition, though of a 
character commending themselves to legislative favor, your 
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committee think, are notas presented to the committee, sufficient- 
ly supported by evidence, They therefore recommend the con- 
sideration of them be indefinitely postponed—bill read first time. 


BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr Runnels introduced a bill supplemental to an act to incor- 
porate the Sulphur Fork Turnpike company—read first time— 
rule suspended, real 2d time „by caption and referred to the 
committee on State affairs. 

Mr Rushing introduced a bill to incorporate the town of Rask 
—read first time. 

Mr Ector introduced a bill for the relief of Felix G. Stanley 
—read first time. 

Mr White offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be required 
to Inquire into the condition of the public arms belonging to the 
State, and also the propriety of providing for their preservation 
and safe keeping—adopted. 

Mr Dennis chairman of the committee on engrossed bills made 
the following report: 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act to regulate the session of the Supreme court, and 
find the same correctly engrossed—report accepted. 

On motion of Mr Sayles ihe House proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speaker’s table and orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Majority and minority reports of the committee on public 
debt, on bill providing for giving the assent of the State of Texas 
to the proposition T the Congress of the United States, for the 
adjustment of the claims of certain creditors of the State of Tex- 
as—taken up. ; 

A message was received from the Senate through their Secre— 
tary informing the House of the passage by that body of the fol- 
lowlng bills originating therein, viz: 

A bill authorizing Glover Wells to construct a bridge across 
the East Fork of Trinity river, 

A bill to change the name of Martha McDonald and John. 
MeDonald, to that of Martha MeDonald Bateman aud John 
McDonald Bateman. 

A bill to restore lands sold for taxes, and purchased by me 
State to the former owners npon certain conditions, 

Also, a bill (origineting in the House) to regulate the session 
of the Supreme court, with the following amendments, viz: 

lst. After the word “February” in the 2d line of the 2d Sec. 
insert the words “eighteen hundred and fifty-six.” 


< 
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2d. Insert the word “may” before the word “continue” ih 
the 3d line of same Sec. 

3d. In 3d line of same Sec. strike out “nine” and insert 
e ten,” 

Ath. In 2d line of 3d Sec. strike out “third” and insert 
“fourth,” , l $ 

5th. After the figures 1856, in same line of same Sec, insert 
“and. 

Insert the following as Sec. 4th, “all appeals and writs of error 
and other writs returnable to either the Galveston or Tyler 
branches of said Supreme court shall be returnable to the terms 
as established by this act.” 

The Speaker -announced the following select committee to 
make arrangements for the inauguration of the Governor and 
Lt. Governor elect: Messrs. Charlton, Nickels, Adrian, West, 
and Darden of Gonzales, . 

Mr Kittrell moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock P. m.—lost. 

Ou motion the House adjourned until Monday 10 o’clock, 
AM. 


Housse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Monday, Dec. 17th, 1855. 

House met, pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. i 

Journal of Saturday last, read an adopted. 

~ PETITIONS. i 

Mr Dickson presented the petition of Richard G, Allen for 
land ; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. 

Mr Stedman presented the memorial of the grand jury and 


citizens of Rusk county, praying for the passage of a law for - 


the more effectual protection of the records ofthe courts of the 
State; referred to the committee on State affairs. 

Mr Williams of San Augustine, presented the petition of 
sundry citizens of Panola county, asking for an appropriation 
to be made, for the improvement of the rivers Sabine, Neches, 
and Angelina; referred to the committee on Internal Improve- 
Inents. 

Mr Sallivan presented the petition of Mrs- Christina Christy 
4 laud ; referred to the committee on Private Lant Claims, 

0. 2. 

Mr McClanahan presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Anderson county for relief; referred to the committee on ‘the 
Judiciary. , 

Mr Dougherty presented .the petition of the. citizens of: the 
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town of Mantua, Collin county, praying for an act of incorpo 
ration of the Mantua Institute, and for adoration of land te 
the same; referred to the committee on Education. 

Mr Merrick presented the petition of the citizens of Bexar 
county, remonstrating against the change of boundary so as te 
include them in Medina county; referred to the committee on 
eounty boundaries. >- - l 

Mr Martin of Lavaca, presented the petition of sundry eiti- 
zens of Gonzales county, praying for a certain portion-of said 
county to be attached to Lavaca county; referred to the com- 
mittee on county boundaries. 

Mr McClanahan presented the petition of Rees P. Price for 
land; referred tothe committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House otf the passage of a bill, originating in the Senate, sup- 
plementary to the act of March 18th, 1848, entitled an act 
better defining the marital rights of parties. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr Smith of Harris, chairman of the committee on Publie 
Debt, made the following reports: 

The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred the 
petition of Sarah- White, praying for compensation for cattle 
and hogs used by fhe army of the late Republic of Texas, and 
for injury done to her property ; after a full examination of the 
testimony, find that the army did use a large number of cattle 
for subsistence, and that the cattle so used were worth, to the 
Republic of Texas, the sum of one thousand dollars. They 
therefore, instruct me to report the accompanying bill, and te 
recommend its passage. 

The committee on Publie Debt, to whom was referred the 
petition of Col. Thomas D. Cayce, praying for compensation 
tor cattle, &c., used by the army of the late Republic of Texas, 
and for injury done to dwellings, &c., inhabited or occupied by 
said army, instruct me to report that it is fnlly proved that the 
army cncamped at the residence of the said Cayce fora long 
time, and that they lived upon the cattle and hogs that were 
there, and otherwise used and disposed of about three hundred 
and fifty head of cattle and some hogs; that for these and for a 
ferry flat that was lost while in the use of the army, they think 
the said Cayce is justly entitled to the sum of twenty-one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, and that a bill be reported accordingly. 

A bill, accompanying the above reports, for the relief of Thos. 
D Cayce and Sarah White; read first time. 

The committee on Public Debt, to whom was. referred the 
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petition. of the heirs of the late Major George: W; Jewell, find 
trom the facts ascertained, that Major Jewell entered the service 
of ‘Texas, as Captain of a volunteer company, September. 19th, 
1836, that he received a certificate for pay due him, on the 31st 
December, 1836, as captain, and 2 bounty-land warrant for 
320 acres of land; that from 31st December, 1836, till the 19th 
March, 1837, two months and eighteen days, he has served as 
a Major, and for which he has received no compensation; that 
by law he is entitled for said services to the sum of three hun- 


dred and eighty dollars, and ten cents, and a further bounty land - 


warrant for 320 acres, which added to the quantity due, as the 
headright, (1280 acres) entitles the petitioner to 1600 acres of 
land. ‘Therefore, the committee instruct me te report the ae- 
companying bill, and recommend its passage. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of George W Jewell, deceas- 
ed; read first time. 

The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of Samuel Swartwout, praying for an allowance of inter- 
est on several cash advances made by him, to the late Republic 
of Texas in the years 1836 and 1837, having had the same under 
consideration, instruct me to report to the Honse, that they 
consider the claim meritorious, and that it ought to be paid. 
They therefore, recommend that the sum of $12,266 60, be ap- 
propriated for the payment of the same, and report a bill ac- 
cordingly. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Swartwout; read first time. 

Mr Parker, chairman of the committeé on State affairs, to 
whom was referred the petition of the citizens of Hillsborough, 
in Hill county, Madisonville in Madison county, Huntsville in 
Walker county, and Danville in Montgomery county, reported 
a “bill to prevent the sale of intoxicating, liquors, within given 
distances of certain places therein named,” which was read 
first time. 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims 
No. 1, to whom was referred the petition of Thomas P. Fowle, 
and the heirs of F. J. Bellows, deceased, reported bills for their 
relief, which were read first time. 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
‘Claims, No. 1, to whom was referred the petition of Thomas 
W. Hoy, and a bill for the relief of the heirs of John Smith, 
deceased, reported the same back to the House, and recommend 
its rejection. 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
No. 1, to whom’ was referred a bill for the relief of the Heire 
of Wm. & Kennard, reported a substitute, and récofnmeliided 
the passage of the same. D ue oe 
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Mr Shaw, chairman of the committée on Private Land 


‘Claims, No. 1, made the followingreport: . = 


The committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1, to whom was 
referred the petition of David Thomas, have had. the same under 
eonsideration. The committee are satisfied that Mr Thomas’ 
survey conflicts with a previous one, but as there is a general law 


- for cancelling patents in such cases, the committee are of opin- 
‘ion that it is impolitic to grant special relief. They therefore, 


report the petition back to the House, and most respectfully ask 
to be diseharged from its further consideration. T 

Mr Randolph, chairman of the committee on claims and ac 
counts, made the followmeg report: __ 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
Senate bill for the relief of James W. Reed, have considered the 
same. The committee are of opinion that the claim of said 
Reed is just, and ought to be paid. It appears from the evi- 
dence before the committee that the said Reed served one year 
and six months as District Attorney forthe eleventh Judicial 
District, for which he has not been paid. J am therefore in- 
structed by the committee to report suid bill back to the House 
and respectfully recommend its passage. 

Mr Randolph, chairman of the committee on claims and ac- 
counts to whom was referred the petition of Wesley Selman, 
ep orted a bill for his relief, which was read first time. 

Mr Merrick, chairman of the committee on county bounda- 
ries, to whom was referred a Senate bill to create the county 
of Comanche, reported the same back to the House, and re 
commended its passage with the following amendment: 

‘Ist. In sec. 1, strike out the words “to a point lying South 
60 degrees West from the beginning,” and insert “to the North 
boundary line of Lampasas county.” 

2d. In sec. 1 strike out “ North 60 degrees East to the be- 
ginning,” and insert “ with the North boundary line of Lan- 
pasas county to the North west corner of Coryell county, thence 


‘with the North boundary line of Coryell county to the begin- 


ning.” : 

Also, having considered the petition for the creation of the 
counties of Kinney and Maverick, reported bills for the.crea- 
tion of the same, which were read first time, 

Also, having considered the petition of the citizens of Elm 
Creek in Falls county, praying to be attached to Bell county, 
reported a bill to attach a portion of Falls county, including 
Elm Creek, to Bell county, which was read first time. 

Mr Locke, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, made 


v 


‘the following report : S 
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| The committee on enrolled bills have carefully examined a 

| pill to fix the salary of the Governor, and find the same cor- 

$ rectly enrolled, and the same has this day been presented to 
| his Excellency, the Gevernor, for his approval. 

| Mr McMillin moved a suspension of the rule, and that a bill 

| tocreate the county of Comanche be taken up—lost. 


BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr Truehart introduced a bill to provide for the payment of 
surveys made by virtue of land scrip; read first time, rule sus- 

ended, read second time by caption, and referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr Smith ef Harris, introduced a bill forthe relief of the 
| Galveston and Red river Railroad company, and supplementary 
to the several atts incorporating said company-s read first time, 
rule suspended, read second time by caption, and referred to 
the committee on internal improvements. 

Mr Devereaux introduced a bill to incorporate the town of 
New Salem; read first time, rule suspended, read second time 
by caption, and referred to the committee on State affairs. 

Mr McCowan intreduced a bill to amend an act to provide 
for vesting in the State escheated property, approved March 
20th, 1848; read Ist time, rule suspended, read second time by 
eaption, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Parker vf Tarrant, introduced a bill for the relief ot set- 
tlers within the limits of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad 
reserve, who had settled on appropriated land unintentionally ; 
read first time. N 

Mr Parker of T, moved a suspension of the rule, and that 
the bill be read second time; lost. 

Mr Locke offered the following resolution : A 

Ltesolved, That after Tuesday next, no member of this House 
shall be allowed to speak exceeding ten minutes atone time; 
laid on the table one day for consideration. 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton, the rule defining the order 
of business was suspended, and a Senate bill to reorganize the 
bth and 9th Judicial Districts, and to define the time of hold- 
ing courts therein, was taken up and read third time. 

Mr Wood moved a eall of the House; lost. 

Question being upon the final passage of the bill, the yeas 
ane nays being demanded, the vote was as follows : 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of L, Crabbe, Crosby, 
Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of C, Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, 
Dixon, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis Gaines, Green, 
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Hale, Hines, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell; Latham, Locke 
Martin: of L, McCoweh, McMillin, Melton,;: Mocre, Neblitt, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A, Parker òf “I, Parsons, Pettus, 
Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, 
Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Newton, Stedman, 
Stout, Sullivan, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, True. 
hart, West, White, Williams of L, Williams of S, Witt, Wood 
and Worsham, 71. 

Nays—Messrs. Arnold, Burris, Martin of H, McClanahan, 
Middleton, Runnels, Smith of Harrison and Tarlton;8. 

And so the bill passed. 

On motion of Mr Dancy, rule suspended and a bill to regn- 
late the session of the Supreme Court, with amendments, from 
the Senate, taken up, and amendments concurred in. 

On motion of Mr Parker of T, rule suspended and a Senate 
bill to create the 16th Judicial District taken up, and read first 
time; rule further suspended and read second time. 

Mr Witt offered the following amendment: 

Strike out two weeks in last line of sec. 2; and insert, until 
the business is disposed of; adopted. 

On motion of Mr Dixon, bill as amended referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr Ochiltree, rnle suspended and a Senate 
bill to authorize William D. Dillon to practice law, taken uy, 
and read first time; rule further suspended, read second tine 
by caption, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr Dennis, rule suspended, and a Senate bil 
to restore lands sold for taxes and purchased -by the State, to 
the former owners, on certain conditions, taken up and read 
first time ; rule further suspended, read second time by caption, 
and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr Dixon, rule suspended, and a Senate bill 
to re-organize the eighth Judicial District, and define the time 
of holding courts therein taken up, and read first time; rue 
further suspended, read second time by caption, and referret 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr Kittrell, rule suspended and a Senate bil 
to authorize the Comptroller fo-issue certain lost certificates 0 
stock on certain cenditions, taken up and read first time; m 
further suspended, read second time by caption, and referred t 
the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr West moved to suspend the rule, and to take up the re 
port of the committee on claims-and accounts, on the petitio! 
ef Benjamin Lawrence; lost. 

On motion of Mr Charlton, rule suspended and the report 0 
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the committee on Finance on.a-bill supplemental toan aet te 
provide for the assessmentand collection of taxes, ‘taken up, 
and amendment by the committee adopted; rule suspended 
and bill as amended, ordered to be engrossed ; rule further 
suspended, bill as amended read third time, and passed. 


business on the Speaker’s table, and orders of the day. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill providing for giving the assent of Texas to an act of 
. the Congress of the United States for the adjustment of the 
claims of certain creditors of the State of Texas was taken up. 


On, motion, the House adjourned until to morrow at 10 
o'clock, A.M. - 


Se 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, December 18th, 1858 | 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quornm 
present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr Kittrell (by leave) offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, a com- 
inittee of five, three from the House and two from the Sen- 
ate, be appointed by the presiding officers of each House, whose 
duty it shall be to visit the Penitentiary at Huntsville, and ex- 
amine into the condition of the same, and report to the Legisla— 
ture during its present-session ; adopted. 

By leave, Mr Tarver, chairman of the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. to whom were referred the petition of Bli Kirk, for re- 
lief, and a Senate bill to amend an act regulating public printing, 
approved Dec. 27th, 1851, reported the same back to the House, 
and recommended their indefinite postponement. ` 

By leave, Mr Tarver, chairman of the committee on the Ju— 
diciary, to whom were referred Senate bill to restore lands sold 
for taxes, and purchased by the State, to the former owners upon 
certain conditions, and Senate bill authorizing William D. Dil- 
lon to practice law; reported the same back to the House, and 
recommended their passage. l 

By leave, Mr Tarver, chairman of the committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred Senate bill to create the sixteenth 
udicial district, and define the times of holding courts therein, 
teported the same back to the House, and recommended its pas+ 
age, with the following amendments : l . 


6 


On motion of Mr Green, the House proceeded to take up the 
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$4 Sec., 1st clause, strike out “second,” and insert “third.” 
l 2d “o u a efonnh? 6 fifth.” 
gd “& ith? “ «“& “seventh,” 


4th “ a6 « “seventh,” * “o eighth.” 
Sth hth? © ninth. 


6th ts sé ét “ninth,” si « “tenth.” 
Tth “ é “ «tenth? *  “« “eleventh.” 
Sth “ «` «eleventh?  “ “twelfth.” 
oth Ec (z3 E “thirteenth,” á “fourteenth,” 


10th  * te « “fifteenth,” “« “sixteenth.” 

By leave, Mr Tarver, chairman of the committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred Senate bill to re-organize the 8th 
judicial district, and define the time of holding the courts there- 
in, reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage, after the adoption of the following amendments : 

In 2d Sec. 2d clause, strike out the words “ three weeks,” and 
insert “two weeks;” 3d clause, strike out “38d,” and insert “2d 
Mondays ;” 4th clause, strike out “5th Mondays,” and say “4th 
Mondays ;” 5th clause, strike out ‘8th Mondays,” aud insert 
“7th Mondays;” 6th clause, strike out “10th Mondays,” and 
insert “9th Mondays; ” 7th clause, strike out “11th Mondays,’ 
and insert “10th Mondays;” 8th clause, strike out “12th Mon- 
days,” and insert “11th Mondays ;” 9th clanse, strike out “14th 
Mondays,” and insert “13th Mondays.” Eo 

By ledve, Mr Tarver, chairman of the committee on the Ju- 
dietary, to whom was referred Senate bill to incorporate the 
Texas cotton seed oil and paper manufacturing company, reported 
the same back to the House, and recommended its passage, with 
the following amendments : 

Add the following section : 

“9, That the stock-holders in said corporation shall be held 
individually liable for the debts thereof, to the amount ef the 
stock which they may respectfully subscribe thereto, to as full 
au extent as limited partners are by law, for the debts of the part 
nership.” 

On motion of Mr Gaines, rule suspended, and Senate bilt to 
ereate the sixteenth judicial district, and define the time of hold- 
ing courts therein, together with the report of the committee on 
the Judiciary, recommending the passage of the same, with 
amendments, taken up, and amendments concurred in—rule tur- 
ther suspended, and bill as amended passed to a third reading— 
rule ae suspended, and bill as amended read third time, av 
passed. 

On motion of Mr Sayles the House proceeded to take upt 
business on the Speaker's table, and orders of the day. 
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On motion of Mr Brown, rule suspended, and the following 
bills taken up, read second time; and referred to committee on 
State affairs: 

A bill regulating and restricting the sale of spirituous or 
yinous liquors, ` 

A bill to suppress tippling. 

A bili to suppress the retail of spirituous or vinous liquors in 
small quantities; 

By leave, Mr Parsons presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Rusk county, protesting against the passage of a prohib- 
itory liquor law; referred to committee on State affairs. 

Mr Darden of Gonzales, chairman of the committee on en- 
rolled bills, made the following report : 

The joint committee on enrolled bills have examined the fol- 
‘lowing bills, to wit: A bill to be entitled an act supplementary 

toan act entitled, an act to incorporate the town of LaGrange, 
in the county of Fayette; A bill to be entitled, an act making 
an appropriation to pay the expenses of volunteers called into 
the service of the State, for the protection of the frontier, and 
for other purposes; which being correctly enrolled and proper- 
ly signed, were this day presented to the Governor. 

By leave, Mr Charlton, chairman of the committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the memorial of R. H. Lane, for relief for 
the loss of: property, reported the same back to the House, and 
asked to be discharged from its further consideration. 

By leave, Mr Charlton, chairman of the committee on Finance, 
made the following report: ` 

The committee on finance, to whom was referred an act au- 
thorizing a certain credit to be entered on the books of the 
Comptroller, have duly considered the same. The committee 
are of the opinion that the evidence presented for their consider- 
ation in favor of the claim, was insufficient to justify them in 
recommending the bill. I am therefore instructed by the com- 
mittee to report the bill back to the House, and recommend that 
it be indefinitely postponed. : 

By leave, Mr Charlton, chairman of the committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred a Senate bill making an appropriation of 
ten thousand dollars, to defray the contingent expenses of the 
Sixth Legislature, reported the same back to the House, and 
recommended its passage, with the following amendment: 

_ Amend Sec. 1, by inserting after “dollars” atthe end of 2d 
ine, “ or so much thereof as may be necessary.” 

On motion of Mr Pollock, rule suspended, and Senate. bill 
making an appropriation of ten thousand dollars to defray the- 
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contingent expenses of the Sixth Legislature, with the report of 
the committee on Finanee, ‘Teeommending: the. passage of the 
same, with an amendment—taken up, amendment. coneurred in, 
and bill as amended passed to a third reading, rule farther sus- 
pended—bill as amended read third time and passed. - 

On motion of Mr Middleten, rule suspended, and a bill to 
define the time of holding the district courts in the thirteenth 
judicial district, reported back to the House by. the select com- 
mittee on judicial districts—taken up, and referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. ae 

A bill providing for giving the assent of Texas to an act of 
the Congress of the United States, for the adjustment of the 
claims of Certain creditors of the State of Texas, was taken up. 

On motion the Honse adjourned until 4 o'clock P. M. ~ 

Pending—bill providing for giving the assent of Texas to an 
act of the Congress of the United States, &c.: l 


4 clock, P. M. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, 


Mr Locke, one of the committee on enrolled bills, made the 
following report: 

The joint committee on enrolled. bills have examined a bill 
entitled, an act to change the sixth and ninth.judicial districts of 
the State of Texas, and define the time of holding the courts in 
the same; also a bill entitled, an act to regulate the sessions of 
the supreme court—both of which we find to be correctly en- 
rolled, and the same have this day been presented to the Gov- 
ernor for his approval. 


By leave, Mr Witt, chairman of the committee on the Land 
Office, made the following report : 

The committee on the Land Office, to whom was referred that 
portion of the Governor’s message, relating to the General Land 
Office together with the report of the Commissiorier of said de- 
partment, have had the same under consideration, and are well 
satisfied that the suggestions relative to the office building, and 
the accnmulation of business, demand the consideration and 
action of this Legislature. l 

The policy of this State should be, to issue the-patent to evety 
legal claimant of land, at as early a period as possible; and to 
attain this, should provide the necessary facility. 

That the present office building, and the force now employed, 
are not Sufficient to meet the demands upon the department, all 
readily admit; and the only remedy which can be suggested, 18 
an increase of Office room, as well as the force to be employed. 
The bill now before the Legislature, providing for the erection of 


24% ; 
a General Land Office, should the same become a law, will add 
much in expediting the issuance of patents. Therefore your 
committee will only urge an increase of force, and respectfully 
recommend that the force.to be employed consist as follows— 
viz? i 
Commissioner Gen’! Land Office, salary, $2,00C-00 per annum 
1 Chief Clerk, 1,200 00 `“ 
1 Translator, , | 1,200 00 a 
1 Chief Draftsman, 1,200 00 i 


9 Assistant Drattsmen, (each) 1,100 00 af 
AQ 6 `i te 1,000 00 i 
8 Clerks, ; «“ 900 00 7 
12 Assistant Clerks, ie 900 00 t 


Your committee would also recommend that the appropria- 
tions for stationery, fire-wood, contingent expenses, postage, and. 
porterage, be increased; also, that appropriations be made to en- 
able the office to obtain county maps, and to pay for surveying 
Land Serip. : 

Your committee would also recommend an appropriation of 
$9,028 92 to pay draftsmen and cierks now in the office, for ser- 
vices rendered since the appropriation of the last Legislature was 
exhausted, . 

Your committee herewith report a bill to provide for the in- 
creased force, &c., and recommend its passage: 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to employ additional draftsmen and clerks, and to fix 
the salary of the same; read first time. 

A bill providing for giving the assent of Texas to an act of 
the Congress of the United States, for the adjustment of the 
claims of certain creditors of the State ot Texas, was then taken 
up. 

"Mr Adrian moved the previous question, which was duly 
seconded, when Mr Ochiltree moved that the House adjourn 
until to-morrow, at ten o’clock A. M. 

The Speaker, before putting the question on the motion te 
adjourn, announced the following committees : 

Committee on the part of the House to examine the Peni- 
tentiary— Messrs. Kittrell, McCowan, and Crabbe. 

Select committee on petition of citizens of Harrison county — 
Smith of Harrison, Runnels, Tarlton, Burress, and Locke.’ 
The House then adjourned until to-morrow, at 10 o’clock 


A.M. 


Pending—motion for the previous question. 
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Austin, December 19th, 1855. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. i l 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. ; 

On motion of Mr Taylor, Mr Nickles was added to the com- 
mittee on private land claims No. 1. — 

By leave Mr Sayles offered the following resolution : 

Lesolved, That the Senate concurring, the House of Repre- 
sentatives will adjourn on Friday the 21st, until the second day 
of January proximo. 

Mr Charlton moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
“second day of January proximo ” and inserting thirfy-first day 
of December, 1855—accepted by Mr Sayles. . 

Mr Brown moved to amend by striking out “31st” and in- 
serting “ 26th.” Son 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty, moved to lay the resolution and 
amendment on the table; lost. j 

Question on theadoption of Mr Brown’s amendment, put and , 
Icst. 

Question being upon the adoption of the resolution as amen. 
ded, the yeas and nays being demanded, the vote was as fol- 
lows: 

Yuras—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Burress, 
Charlton, Cleveland of Bexar, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of 
Colorado, Darden of Gonzales, Davis, Dennis, Dickson. Ellison, 
Gaines, Green, Hale, Hines. King, Kittrell, Latham, Martin of 
Lavaca, Middleton, Neblett, Nickels, Ochiltree, Pollock, 
Sayles, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, 
Tarver, Throckmorton, Trigg, Trneheart, West, Williams of San 
Augustine, Witt and Worsham—Al. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Adrian, Askew, Bonner, Brown, Busby, 
Cleveland of Liberty, Crabbe, Dancy, Devereaux, Dougherty, 
Ector, Francis, Gay, Hooker, Junker, Locke, Martin of H, Me- 
Clanahan, McMillin, Melton, Parker of A, Parsons, Pettus, 
Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Shaw, 
Smith of Harrison, Smith of N, Tarlton, Taylor, Tompkins, 
White, Wilhams of L, and Wood—38. 

So the resolution as amended was adopted. 

On motion of Mr Randolph, Mr Witt obtained leave of ab- 
sence until the 5th day of January next. 

On motion of Mr West, the House proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speaker’s table and orders of the day. | 


x 
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By leave, Mr Tarver, chairman of the committeeon the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred a bill to define the time of holding 
Courts in the 13th Judicial District, reported the same back to 
the House, and recommended its passage, with the following 
amendment: - 

‘In section Ist, strike out the whole of 9th clause, relating to 
the Courts of Madison county. 

A message was received from the Senate intorming the House 
of the passage of the following bills, originating in the Senate : 

A bill for the relief of Ira B. Demint. ` 

A bill for the reliefof James Lamb. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Baily, dee’d. 

A bill for the relief of Valentine T. Dalton. 

On motion of Mr Middleton, rule suspended and bill to define 
the time of holding Courts of the 13th Judicial District, togeth- 


et with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, srecom- 


I 


mending the passage of the same with an amendment, taken up 
and amendment concurred in. 

Bill as amended ordered to be engrossed; rule further sus- 
pended and bill as amended read third time and passed. 

By leave, Mr Moore offered the following amendment to the 
60th standing rule of the House: Strike out all of the 60th 
standing rule of the House, after the word “house” in fourth 
line of said rule; laid on the table one day for consideration. 

By leave, Mr Nickels offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘That all speaking on the Public Debt question 
shall cease to-day at 20’clock P. M., that the vote may be taken ; 
and further resolved, that no member be allowed more than five 
minutes to explain upon voting. 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty, moved to amend by striking out the 
following words: | “ Resolved that all speaking on the Puble 
Debt question shall cease today at 2 o'clock P. M. that t 
vote may be taken, and further.” ` 


On motion of Mr Trigg, the resolution and amendment was 


laid on the table. 

Mr Chariton (by leave) introduced a bill to provide for the 
payment of a portion of the debt of the Republic of Texas; read 
first time—rule suspended, read 2nd time by caption and refer- 
red to the committee on public debt. i 

Mr Dalrymple (by leave) presented the petition ot J. P. Pow- 
ers and M. Haynie for relief; referred to the committee on 
slaims and accounts. 

Mr Crosby (by leave) introduced a bill supplementa” to an 
act entitled an act relating to the Indians of Texas, approved 
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Gth Feb, 1854; read first time, rule suspended; read second time 
by caption and referred to the committee on Indiat affairs. 

“By leave, Mr Brown, one of the committe on State affairs, 
made the following report: 

The committee on State affairs to whom was referred the pe. 
tition of thirty ladies and thirty-seven citizens of the sterner Sex, 
of the town of Gaimesville, Cook county, Texas, praying for the 
incorporation of said town of Gainesville, and the passage of a 
law prohjoiting the sale of ardeat spirits within five miles of 
said town, have given the subject matter of the petitiondue con- 
sideration, as free from excitement as could be expected, in view 
of the fact that several of said committee are young men who 
have neve experienced. the beauties of petticoat government in 
the delightful employment of washing the dishes, serubbing the 
floor, raising babies, and other pleasures connected with said 
domestic system of government. With such of these as belonged 
to the committee much excitemant and very ardent spirits were 
manifested, in beholding the names of no less than thirty an- 
gelic beings subscribed to said petition; and indeed- the honor- 
eble chairman of the committee, the “war horse of Tarrant” 
was not unmoved thereby. 

Your committee, In acting upon so solemn a subject as the in- 
corporation of the town of Gainesville, in the county of Cooke, 
and State of Texas—greeting: ever alive to the claims of the 
female sex upon our care and protection—willing to do all to re- 
lieve their wants that may be consistent with the doctrine of strict 
construction and State Rights,—are yet irreconcilably opposed 
to any action that would commit this State in favor of what is 
commonly called in the Northern States “ Woman’s Rights,” or 
in other words that man should wear the petticoat and woman 
the breeches—that women should do the courting and man the 
faiting, and Jeaning up to her instead of the old way of the 
woman leaning up to him, and involving generally. a reversal of 
the customs of the human family which have prevailed since the 
garden of Eden was planted. To such changes and such doc- 
trines, your comnnittee, the honorable chairman included, are 
unequivocally opposed, as dangerous to the well-being of soci- 
ety, revolutionary in character, and violative of the prerogatives 
of man over woman from the time “ whereof the memory of man 
runneth not to the contrary.” 

Judging by the signatures to the aforesaid petition, it bears 
marks of being a family affair, and is no doubt worthy of out 
respect, as there are eleven names of one family, all in the same 
handwriting, nine of another, also signed by the same person, 
and eight of another signed -in the same way, evidencing, a8 
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your committee.believe, ois: thé partot parents, a laudable regard 
for; and aninvocation of that passage of Holy Writ, which says, 
“lead ns no€into temptatron.” a 2 ee ee 
«Iw view ofall the facts, E am instructed to report. the accom- 
panying bill, and reeommend its passage, " 
. P, 8.+In arranging the details of the accompanying bill, it is 
proper to rewark that a portion of the committee were in favor 
of leaving the liquor question to a vote of the ladies of Gaines- 
ville ; others preferred a clause inhibiting the ladies from indulg- 
ing in the use of any thing ardent or intoxicating, and leaviug 
the members of the male sex free to indulge or not, as to them 
should seem best. The bill as herewith reported, is a compro- 
mise of all these points, and is drawn in the usual form. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Gainesville, Cooke county ; 
read first time. 

Mr Adrian (by leave) introduced a bill for the relief of Ben- 
jamin F. Ellis; read first time, rule suspended, read second time 
by caption and referred to the committee on private land claims 
no. 2. 

Mr Smith of Harris, (by leave) presented the petition of James 
W. Scott for relief; referred to the committee on public debt. 

Mr Bell obtaided leave to withdraw the petitions of James 
Dougherty, Anthon Lemcool, and John Campbell. 

Mr Parker of A, (by leave) introduced a bill for the relief of 
Miles Bennett; read first time, rule suspended, read second tims. 
by caption and referred to the committee on private land claims 
no. l. 

Mr Owings (by leave) offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Federal relations be in- 
structed to inquire into the expedieticy-and poticy of instructing 
our Senators to urge upon Congress the withdrawal of the Uni- 
ted States Army from Texas, with the exception of snfficient 
force to man the fort on the boundary between Texas and Mex— 
ico, and of placing one half of the money annually expended by 
Congress in keeping up the military force in Texas, at the dis— 
posal of the Governor, and if the committee find it expedient 
that they report a joint resolution to that effect: adopted. 

On motion of Mr Randolph, rule suspended and a bill to in— 
corporate Texas Christian College, take up—read second time 
and referred to the committee on Education. ae 

Mr Dougherty (by leave) presented the petition of the citizeus 
of Collin and Kaufman counties, praying for a new county; re- 
ferred to the committee on county and county boundaries, 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 
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- The committee on engrossed bills have examined “ an act sup- 
plementary to an act to provide for the assessment and collec- 
tion of taxes” and find the same correctly engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that the Senate had laid on the table the resolution adopted by 
the House providing for the appointment of a joint committee of 
both Houses to visit the Penitentiary and examine into the con- 
dition of the same, and report the result of their Investigation. 

A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
through his private secretary. nie 

A bill providing for giving the assent of the State of Texas 
to an act of the Congress ofthe United States for the adjustment 
of the claims of certain creditors of the State of Texas, was ta. 
ken up. 

Mr Adrian withdrew his motion for the previous question, 
pending when the Honse adjourned yesterday, and gave notice 
that he wonld renew it again at 2 o’clock, P. M. 

Mr Bell offered the following amendment to the bill: 

Sec.———That it shall be the duty of the Governor of the 
State of Texas to order an election to be held in all the counties 
of the State, after sixty days notice, as provided for State elec. 
tions, to determine whether this Act shall be accepted or not, 
and ifa majority of those voting shall cast their votes in favor 
of this Act, then it shall become a law, otherwise not. That 
said election shall be conducted and returns made as in the elec- 
tion for Governor and Lieutenant Governor, and the votes being 
counted, itshall be the duty of the Governor to announce the 
result by proclamation. aa 

On motion, the House ‘adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M. 


H 
l 3 O’Crocx, P. M. 

ITouse met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

On motion of Mr Trueheart, Mr Merrick was excused from 
attendance on the House om account of sickness. 

A bill to provide for giving the assent of Texas to an act ot 
the Congress of the United States &c, taken up, when Mr. 
Adrian renewed his motion for the previous question. 

On motion of Mr Smith of Harris, a call of the House was 
ordered. 

Mr Owings moved to adjourn until to-morrow, 10 o'clock, 
A. M; lost. P 

On motion, the Sergeant-at-arms was dispatched for absen 
tees. >. 
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` Mr Gaines moved to'suspend the call—lost. 

Mr Gay moved to suspend the call—lost. 

Mr Witt moved to suspend the call—lost. 

Mr West moved to suspend the call—lost. 

On motion of Mr Tarver, call of the House suspended. 

On motion of Mr West acall of the House was ordered. 

Mr Tarver moved a suspension of the call—lost. 

Mr Witt moved a suspension of the call—lost. 

Mr Rushing moved a suspension of the call—lost. 

Mr Tarver moved a suspension of the call—-lost. 

The House being full, except those excused, the* call of the 
House was suspended, 

The question before the Honse being “shall the main ques- 
tion be now put?” the yeas and nays being demanded, the vote 
was as follows ; 

Yeas—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Askew. Bell, Busby, Charl- 
ton, Crabbé, Dalrymple, Devereaux, Dicksou, Dougherty, Eli- 
son, Francis, Greeu, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Lawbon, Locke, 
Martin of H, Martin of L, McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Mid- 
dleton, Moore, Neblett, Nickels, Owings, Parker of A, Parsons, 
Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rush- 
ing, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of N, Stout, ‘Varver, Williams of L, 
Witt, Wood and Worsham—47. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bonner, Brown, Burress, 
Cleveland of B, Cleveland of L, Crosby, Dancy, Darden of G, 
Darden of G, Davis, Dennis, Ector, Gaines, Gay. Juuker, King, 
Kittrell, Latham, McCown, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of T, 
Pollock, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Larrisor, Sted- 
man, Sullivan, ‘Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, 
a Trigg, West, White and Williams of San Augastine—38. - 

So the main question was ordered. 5 ; 
The main question being upon the engrossment of, the bill 
the yeas and nays being demanded, the vote was as follows : 

Yuss—Mesers, Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, 
Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, Crabbe, Crosby, 
Dancy, Darden of Gonzales, Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Ector, 
Francis, Gaines, Gay, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Neblett, 
Nickles, Norton, Ochiltree, Parsons, Pollock, Rushing, Sher- 
wood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, 
Varlton, Taylor, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, and Worsham, 40. 

Navs—Messrs. Askew, Bell, Boriner, Burress, Busby, Char!- 
tn, Dalrymple. Darden of Colorado, Dickson, Dougherty, 
Ellison, Green, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Lawhon, Locke, Martin 
t Henderson, Martin of Lavaca, McClanahan, McCowan, Me- 
lin, Melton, Middleton, Moore; Owings, Parker of Ander- 
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son, Parker of Tarrant, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Rich. 


` Ector, Francis, Gaines, Gay, King, Kittrell, Latham, McOov. 
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ardson, Runnels, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Newton, Stout;.Tar. 
ver, Throckmorton, West, White, Williams ot, Lamar, Williams 
of San Augustine, Witt, and Wood, 46. __. 

So the House refused to engross the bill. 

Mr Tarver moved to reconsider the vote refusing to engrog 
the bill. , 

Mr Brown moved to adjourn . until to-morrow 10 o'clock, a, 
m. The yeas and: nays being demanded, the House refused to 
adjourn by the following vote: O >e 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Brown, Cleveland of Bexar, 
Crabbe, Crosby, Dancy, Darden of Gonzales, Davis, Dennis, 


en, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Pollock, Sherwood, 
Stedman, T'aylor, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, and West, 30. 

Nays—Messrs, Adrian, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Burris, Busby, 
Charlton, Cleveland of Liberty, Dalrymple, Darden of Colo 
rado, Devereaux, Dixon, Dougherty, Ellison, Green, . Lal, 
Hines, Hooker, Junker, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of Henderson, 
Martin of Lavaca, McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, 
Moore, Neblett, Nickles, Parker of Anderson, Parker of Tar 
rant, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnel, 
Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, 
Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, ‘Parver, Throckmorton, White, Wi 
liams of Lamar, Williams of San Augustine, Witt, Wood and 
Worsham, 54. . 

On motion of Mr West, a call of the Honse was ordered, 

Mr Dennis moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o’clock,4 
M.—lost. l 

-Mr Tarver moved a suspension of the call—lost. 

On motion of Mr Tarver, the Sergeant at Arms was de 
patched for absentees. 

Mr West moved to adjourn until 7 o’clock, P: m.—lost. 

Mr moved to adjourn until to morrow 10 o’cloc 
a. M.—lost. 

The Speaker submitted to the Honse, the question whethe 
the House being full, the call is suspended ? 

The House decided in the affirmative. 

Mr Ector moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o’clock, a. 
The yeas and nays being demanded, the House refused to8 
journ by the following vote: ` > 

Yuxas—Messrs Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, Busby,Cle' 
land of Bexar, Crabbe, Crosby, Dancy Dennis, Devereaux, i 
tor, Francis, Gaines, King, Kittrell, Latham, Nicklés,Ochiltt 
Owings, Parsons, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Stedman, § 
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livan, Varlton, Taylor. Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, True- 

hart, White, and Worsham, 33. 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Burress, Charl- 

ton, Dalrymple, Darden of Colorado, Dixon, Dougherty, Bhi- 

son, Green, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of 
Lavaca, McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore 
_ Parker of Anderson, Parker of Tarrant, Pettus, Poag, Reeves 
Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of New 
ton, Stout, Tarver, Williams of San Augustine, Witt, and 
Wood, 39. 

On motion of Mr Ector, a call of the House was ordered. 

Qn motion of Mr Green, the Sergeant at Arms was dispatch- 
ed for absentees. 

On motion of Mr Hale, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row 10 o’clock, a. m. 

Pending: Mr Tarver’s motion to reconsider the vote refusing 


of Texas to an act of the Congress of the United Statea, &c. 


Hovss or REPRESENTATIVES. 
Austin, Dec. 20th, 1855. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
resent, 
Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
Messrs. Hale, Worsham, Waelder and Bell, obtained leave 
of absence until the 21st inst. 
Mr Kittrell obtained leave of absence until the 1st of Janua- 
ry next. 
PETITIONS. ; 
Mr-MeMillin presented the petition of Michael Reed for re- 
lief—referred to the committee on private land claims No. 2. 
On motion of Mr West the rule defining the order of business 
was suspended, and the House proceeded to take up the business 
on the Speaker’s table and orders of the day. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
Mr Darden ot Gonzales moved a suspension of the rule to 
lake up a Senate bill for the relief of J. N. Taylor—lost. 
Mr Charlton (by leave) made the following report, which 
was adopted : 
Commitrer Room, Dec. 20th, 1855, 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker of the | 
House of Representatives. 
The joint committee appointed to make the necessary arrange- 
ents for the inauguration of the Governor and Lt. Governor 
lect on the 2ist of this month would respectfully report : 
x 


to engross the bill to provide for giving the assent of the State - 
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That in addition to having provided for the preliminary ar- 
rangements for said occasion, the appointment of Capt. H.C, 
McCulloch on the part of the Senate and Col. J. H. Brown on 
the part of the House, to act- as Marshals, the inauguration 
shall fake place at 11 o’clock a. m. in the Hali of Representa- 
tives; that the desks and other furniture in the way shall be 
disposed of as to give the-most room. That the Governor and 
Lt. Governor elect, shall be seated on the right of the Speaker 
and President of the Senate; that the Supreme court-with the 
Attorney Gen’, shall be seated on the platform below the pre- 
siding officers; that the heads of Departments and officers of 
the late Republic of Texas, shall occupy seats on the left of the 
platform; that Senators and Representatives, shall occupy Seats 
around the platform; that the Ladies and citizens shall occu- 
py the other seats in the Hall and Gallery. 

All of which is respectfully reported. 2 

; .N. B. CHARLTON, 
Chairman on part of the House. 

GUY M. BRYAN, 
Chairman on part of the Senate. 

The motion to reconsider the vote refusing to engross the bill 
providing for giving thè assent of Texas, to the act of the Con- 
gress of the United States, for the adjustment of the claims of 
certain creditors of the State of Texas, being before the House, 
Mr Tarver (by leave) withdrew the same, whereupon, 

Mr West rehewed said motion. 

Mr Trueheart obtained leave of absence until the 31st inst. 

Messrs. Neblett, Trigg, and Stout, obtained leave of absence 
until the 29th inst. 

Mr Ardtey (by leave) offerred the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the chief clerk, of the House of Representa- 
tives have leave of absence from and afier Friday the 21st inst. 
until Thursday morning 27th inst., by furnishing an acting 

clerk in his place. i 

Mr Dancy moved to amend the resolution, so that Mr Bog- 
gess Assistant door-keeper have similar leave of absence— 
adopted, and resolution as amended adopted. - 

On motion of Mr Pollock a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr Reeves the Sergeant at arms was dispatched 
fur absentees. f 

The House being full, the call of the House was suspended 

Mr Stedman moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock r. m.—lost. 

Mr Gaines (by leave) offered the following resolution :_ 

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House of Representative 
appoint a committee of three to act with a like, committee of th 
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Senate, to inform the Governor and Lt. Governor of their elec- 
tion—adopted. 

Mr Stedman moved to adjourn until 100 Yelock A. M. to-mor- 
row—the yeas and nays being demanded, the House refused to 
adjourn by the following vote. 

Yeas._-Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Cleveland of Lib- 
erty, Crabhe, Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of G., Davis, 
Dennis, Devereaux, Ector, Francis, Junker, King, Kittrell, 
Latham, Norton, Owings, Parsons, Pollock, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, ‘Varlton, Tompkihs, 
Trneheart, West, and Worham, —3l. 

Nays.—Messrs. Adrian, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Brown, Bur- 
ress, Busby, Charlton, Darden of Colorado, Dickson, Dongher- 
ty, Ellison, Gairies, Gay, Green, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Lawhon, 
Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L. McClanahan, McCown, 
McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Parker of A. 
Parker of T., Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, 
Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of N., 
Stout, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, White, Williams 
of L., Williams of San Augustine, Witt, and Wood—52. 

The Speaker announced the following committee to act with 
like committee of the Senate, to inform the Governor and Lt. 
overnor elect of tbeir election, viz: Messrs. Gaines, Dever- 
aux, and Martin of ‘Lavaca. 

On motion of Mr Ector a call of the House was ordered. 
On motion of Mr Ochiltree the Sergeant at arms was dispatch- 
d for absentees. 


‘Mr Ector moved to adjourn until 10 o ‘clock A. M. to- -morrow ' 
lost. 


Ca 
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Mr Norton moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o’clock A.- 
~lost, | 


On motion the House adjourned until 3 o'clock p. m. 


' 8 o’clock P. m. 
Honse met pursuant to adjournment—roll cailed—quorum 
ot present, 

Oa motion the Sergeant at arms was dispatched for absentees. 


Mr Ardrian moved to adjourn until seven o’clock this even- 
tost. 


7 N 
Quorum present. 


Messrs. King and Sayles, obtained leave of absence until the 
of January next. 


Mr Locke’one of the committee on Enrolled bills made the ` 
lowing report: 


The committee on Enrolled bills, have examined a bill to cre- 
the 16th Judicial District and to define the times of holding 
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eonrts in the same, and find the same a be correctly enrolled, 

and the same is this day presented to the Governor for his ap. 
roval. 

: A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 

of the passage of the following bilis originating in the Senate: 

A bill to incorporate Milam Lodge No. 23, “of the Indepen. 
dent Order of Odd Fellows. 

A bill for the relief of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos, and Colo. 
rado Rail Road company, or their assigns in certain cases, 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the amendment of the 
House to the bill making an appropriation of ten thousand dollars 
to defray the contingent expenses of the 6th Legislature. 

Also, that Messrs. Palmer, Scott, and Allen were appointed 
to. act with the committee on the part of the House, to inform 
the Governor and Lt. Governor elect, of their election. 

On motion of Mr Tarver, the motion to reconsider the vote 
refusing to engross the bill to provide for giving the assent of 
Texas to an act of the Congress of the United States &c., was 
postponed until the 15th of Feb’y 1856, and made the special 
order of that day. 

Mr Green obtained leave of absence until the 31st inst., Mr 
Tarver until the 1st Jan’y next, Mr Darden of G., until the 31s 
inst., Mr Darden of Colorado, until the 2d of Jan’ y next. 

Mr Parsons (by leave) presented the petition of John V. 
McKnight for land—referred to the committee on private lant 
claims No. 2. 

Mr Randolph (by leave) presented the petition of James Wal 
for relief—referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 

Mr Smith of Harris, offerred the following resolation; whic 
was adopted. 

Resolved, That the door-keeper be instructed not to annound 
messages when any. member ocenpies the floor. - 

Mr Witt (by leave) introduced a bill to amend the 6th sectio 
of an act to incorporate the Dallas Bridge and causeway comp 
ny—read first time. 

Messrs. Askew, Martin of L., Gaines, Demis and Owings 
obtained leave of absence until the Ist of Jan’ y next, Mr Ga 
until the 2d of Jan’y next, Mr Ellison during the next wee 
Mr Dalrymple until Thursday next. 

Mr Taylor offerred the following resolution :—Resolved th 
wtih the concurrence of the Senate, the two Houses will al 
journ sine die on the 5th day of February next—taid on t 
table. 

By leave, Mr Parker of Tarrant, chairman of the committi 
on State affairs, made the following reports ; 
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The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred a bill 
supplementary to an act to incorporate the Sulphur Fork Turn- 
pike Company, have considered the same. The committee are 
unanimously of the opinion that the bill should be passed— 
and with the adoption of the accompanying substitute for the 
third section of the original bill, as an amendment to the same, 
would respectfully recommend its passage. 

Amendment—Sec. 3d. That said company shall within four 
years from the passage of this act, construct a good and sub- 
stantial turnpike road across the low lands on the Sulphur Fork 
of Red River, at Epperson’s terry, from the high land in the 
county of Cass, with bridges across the sloughs; the whole to 
be above ordinary overflows, with the privilege of keeping a 
ferry beat in, or constructing a bridge across the main stream-— 
provided said bridge shall be sufficiently high to admit the free 
passage of steam boats; and further provided—that no addi- 
tional charge fur ferriage shall be made at said main stream, 
or for crossing said bridge. i 

The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred a bill 
for the purchase of tie Alamo monument, have given to it that 
attention which its merits demand. We see the monument 
placed in the portico of the Capitol of the proud State of Texas, 
with the names of Crockett, Travis, Fannin, Bowie, and others, 
engraved in tables of stone. ‘The blood of those heroes have 
enriched the soil of Teaag in the achievement of the liberties 
we this day enjoy. 

Believing as your committee do, that every member of this 
Honse duly appreciates all the sentiments expressed by said 
monument, and the patriotic services of the slain in the Texian 
cause, they have unanimously instructed me to recommend the 
passage of ihe bill, with the fullowing amendment : 

Amendment—Strike out three thousand dollars, and insert 
twenty five hundred. l 

Mr Parker, chairman of the committee on State affairs, to: 
whom was referred the following Senate bills, reported the 
same back tothe House, and recommended their passage, viz. : 

A bill to incorperate the Galveston rope, cordage, and cotton 
manufacturing company. 

A bill granting Pelican Island, in Galveston Bay, to the cor- 
poration of the city of Galveston. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Marine Railway and Build- 
ing Association. 

Mr Darden of Colorado, one of the committee on State af- 
fairs, made the following report : 

The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred the 
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memorial of sundry citizens of Trinity county, praying the pas- 
sage of an act permitting one Malinda Langam, a free person 
of color, and her three children, to remain in the State, have 
considered the same, and instruct the undersigned to report: 

That the Constitution of the Republic of Texas provided, 

(sec. 9th general provisions,) that no free persou of color of Af- 
rican descent, either in whole or in part, should be permitted to 
reside permanently in the Republic, without consent of Con- 
gress. — 
° That the first action of Congress was had on the 5th of Feb., 
1840, which prohibited the emigration of free persons of color, 
and provided for their removal; thaton the 12th of Dec., 1840, 
an act was passed exempting certain persons, ‘‘ and all free per- 
sons of color, together with their families, who were residing in 
Texas on the day of the declaration of independence, from the 
operation and provisions of an act approved Feb. 5th, 1840,” 
and that the above named persons with their families, were 
permitted to remain in the Republic. 

Your committee are of opinion that by the law last recited, 
all free negroes who were previous to the declaration of inde- 
pendence within the Republic of Texas, are amply protected 
in their. just rights, and cannot. be molested; that the said 
Malinda Langam and her children are within the provisions of 
said law—she having been brought to Texas in 1835. 

Your committee believe that there is no necessity for the pas- 
sage of an act as prayed for in the memorial, and they ask to 
be discharged froin the further consideration of the same. 

The Speaker obtained leave of absence until tue 81st inst.— 
Mr Wood until Thursday next—Mr Ochiltree until 2d Jan. 
next—Messrs. McCowan, Cleveland ‘of Liberty, Reeves, and 
Runnels, until lst Jan. next. 

Mr Dennis (by leave,) presented the petition of the heirs of 
Samuel T. Brown, deceased, for land; referred to committee 
on private land claims, No. 1. 

On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o'clock 


A.M. 


HOUSE JOURNAL 


Part II. 


Houser or RxePRESENTIVES, 
Austin, Dic. 21st, 1855. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, 


Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 


Messrs. Cleveland of Bexar, Arnold and Crabbe, obtained 
leave of absence until the 31st inst. 


Mr Locke one of the committee on enrolled bills made the fol- 
lowing report: 


> 


The committee on enrolled bills, have examined a bill making 
an appropriation of ten thousand dollars or so much thereof as 
is necessary to defray the contingent expenses of the 6th Legis- 
lature, and find the same fo be correctly enrolled, and the said 
bill is this day presented to the Governor for his approval. 

Mr Gaines chairman on the part of the House, of the joint 
committee to inform the Governor and Lieutenant Governor 
eect of their election, reported that duty performed. 

* Mr Locke offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, Vhat the door-keeper of the House of Representa- 
tives, be hereafter required to lock the doors of this Hall at the 
hour of 10 o’clock r. m., and that no person be allowed to 
enter after that hour during the night except a member of the 
Legislature, or at a member’s reqnest. 


Mr. Randolph moved to amend by adding after the word 
“member,” the words “or officers ”—adopted. 


Mr Moore moved to lay the resolution as amended on the 
lable.—lost. 


Question on the adoption of the resolution as amended was 
put and lost. 

The hour having arrived for the inauguration of the Gover- 
nor and Lieutenant Governor elect, the chief clerk was instruet- 


ed to invite the Senate into the Hall of the House of Represen- 
latives for that purpose. . 
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short period after their settlement, to obtain all the privileges 
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The Senate was reported at the door; the Hon. Jesse Grimes, 
President pro tem, was invited to a seat on the right of the 
Speaker, and Senators to seats prepared for them. 

The roll of the Honse was called, and quorum present. 

On motion of Mr Wood, the Hon. Wm. C. Dunlap, was 
invited to a seat within the bar of the House. 

On motion of Mr Dancy the bar of the House was opened, 
and citizens of the State, and of the United States, were invited 
to seats within the same. Bia 

The Governorand Leiutenant Governor elect, were announced 
at the bar escorted by the committee of arrangements, and were 
invited to seats on the right of the Speaker and President pro 
tem, of the Senate. 

The oath of ottice prescribed by the constitution was then ad- 
ministered by the Speaker of the [Tonse of Representatives to 
E. M. Pease, Governor elect, and to H. R. Runnels, Lieuten- 
ant Governor elect. : 

Governor E. M. Pease, was introduced by the Speaker to 
the Legislature, and spoke as follows: i 
Gentlemen of the Senate 

and House of Representatives, and fellow citizens: 

The proof of the confidence of my fellow-citizens, manifested 
by my re-election to thir important office, fills me with emotions 
of gratitude which I fiud it difficult to express. l 

l enter upon its duties with a determination to use my best 
efforts in their service, with a full confidenee that they wil 
justly appreciate my motives, and that my public acts will be 
viewed with that indulgence which I have hitherto received at 
their hands. a od x y 

Having se recently communicated to yon the condition of 
the Government, and recommended for your consideration such 
measures as I thought expedient, I shall not detain you, at this 
time, with any thing further on the subject. i 

I feel, however, that this occasion is not an improper one, 
for saying a few words upon political subjects, since our late 
election for State officers is the first tbat has been decided by 
our citizens upon political issues alone, 

‘The sages of the revolution adopted the policy of encourage: 
ing immigration, and with that view, naturalization laws were 
passed at an early day, which enabled immigrants, within a 


of original citizens. The policy of their successors has been 
equally liberal to the inhabitants of those countries whieh have 


been, from time to timè, incorporated into the Union by treaty 
and by annexation. 
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” These great and, goed men also adopted the;policy of , leav- 
ing all forms of religion untrammelled and absolutely free—- 
They fondly hoped, when: they exempted the. rights of. con- 
stience: alld the „functions of religion, from civil jarisdigtion, a 
that they had banished forever, from this fair land, that reli- , 
gions intolerance under. :whick the. people. of other. countries 
hadasa iong suffered.and bled... | |, ‘i A 
= By a firm adherence to these liberal and truly American 
measures, our growth has been rapid,. beyond the exainple‘of 
any otliér country, in territory, pophlation, intelligence and 7 
wealth, and in all those arts which tend‘to elevate and improve `x 
the condition of man. Each successive change in-our-institu- os 
tions lias increased. and extended the rights and influence: of” 
the people, and. restrained the’ powers’ of government, until we, 
now present the sablime spectacle of thirty millions of treemen - 
whose government, deriving all:its powers from their own con- 
sent, is administered solely with the purpose of contributing 
t their-happiness and prosperity. 

It has ‘been reserved for a modern political party, to discover 
danger to our institutions and our liberties, from the operation 
of these measures, under which our country has attained its - 
presént exalted position among the nations of the earth. 

The citizens of this State have,-in their late election, exhib- 
ited their devotion to those great democratic principles which, 
hawe’ hitherto exercised so salutary an influence upon our 
destiny, by discarding the-heresies of this new political party,. 
md Ihave an abiding confidence that they will find as little 
favor with the majority of the citizens of the other States as 
they have with our own. 

The rise of this party has given new vigor to the. freesoilers 
and abolitionists of the Northern and Eastern States, who com- 
ose its principal strength in those sections, and whose, danger- 
ous and disorganizing attempts to resist the execution of the 
aws of Congress, threaten the peace and permanency of the 
mon. i ` 
{ trust, however, that the good sense of the people of every 
art of the country will, as it always has in past emergencies, i 
ome to the rescue, and forever extinguish the hopes uf those’ 
anaties who, for the fancied advantages of freedom.to a race s 
ho are incapable of appreciating or enjoying it, would:put at 
azard the existence of a government upon which rests the í 
opes of the friends of the rights'of niin throughonp-the:wotld. 
Itis my ardent desire, that the labors of your.session. may i 
edound -tó the welfare of our common constituents aand that ; 
ur favored country may continue to receive the superintend- 
. Y 
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ing care of the Author of the universe, npon whose will alone 
the destinies of States and Nations depend. ` . 

At the conclusiop ot Governor Pease’s remarks, the Sneaker 
introduced the Hon. H. R. Runnels, who delivered the fullow. 
ing inaugural address: | 

Lieutenant Governor H. R. Runnells was then introduced 
by the Speaker to the Legislature, and addressed them as follows : 


Gentlemen of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, and falow-catizens; 
Having now taken the oath of office to which E have been 
chosen by the free and voluntary election of the people, and ia 
justice to my own feelings, as well as in observance’ of the prae- 
tice ot my predecessors, it is incumbent on me, before entering 
on the duties of the office, to return my sincere and profound 
acknowl. dgements fur the honor so generously conferred. 
Deeply sensible of the compliment extended to me by my 
friends, and highly appreciating that evidence of confidence 
which my election implies, I am not unmindful of the causes 
which have contributed most to produce sonnexpected a result, 
and that these causes had their foundation Jess in ang peculiar 
claims that might have been advanced in my favor, than to the 
force and truth of the principles with which my name was 
identified. 
Circumstances with which I was wholly unconnected, render- 


ef the canvass, my own was selected. Acquiescence became 
the point of ducy, and obedient to that summons, I have cheer- 
fully yielded that position to which inclination had alone 
prompted, and which the kind partialities of my neighbors had 
so long and so generously confided to me. In return forso 
marked a manifestation of confidence and regard, I can only 
offer the assurance ot my most earnest endeavors, taithfully and 
to the best of my ability to discharge the duties imposed by 
the office. . l 
Not altogether unfamiliar with the requirements of the poti- 
tion, | am aware that itis not tree from embarrasements and 
responsibilities, and distrusting my own capability, I approac 
the task with all the fears and apprehensions which a sense 0 
my own weakuess, and the magnitude of the undertaking are 
so well calcnlated to inspire. . 
Senators, permit me, in conclusion, to add that I cannot hope 
to fill, with equal satisfaction to you and the public, the plact 
which has been so worthily oceupied by my accomplished pre 
decessor. And I now bespeak your kind indulgence until tim 
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shall have familiarized me with your rules of protedare, and I ` 
invoke, algo, your fullest aid and co-eperation so long as -my 
conduct shall be characterized by a spirit of fairnes&’ and impar- 
tinlity between the members, and an honest and lawdible effort 
to promote the ends for which we are here. 

he Settate returned to their chamber, and the Hon H. R 
Runvels upon taking the chair, made a few appropriate remarks 

The Senate then retired to their chamber, aud on motion the 
House adjourned until Tuesday 10 o'clock, a. a. 


House oF lar velar ba 
Austin, Dec. 25th, 1855. | 
House met pursuant to adjournment, and was called to or- 
der by the Hon. N. B. Charlton, Speaker pro-tem—rull called 
—quorum nut present. | 
Mr Rushing intermed the House that Mr Selman, represen- 
tative elect trom District No. , was now in the Houseand 
ready to take the oath ot ottice. 


On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o'clock 
A. M. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
J Austin, Dec. 26th, 1355. I 
House met pursuant to adjournment, aud was called to order 
by the Hon. N. B. Charlton, Speaker pro-tem—the roll was 
called and the following members answered to their names: 
Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, Brown, Burress, 
Cleveland of Liberty, Dancy, Davis, Devereaux, Dickson, 
Dougherty, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Hooker, Junker, Latham, 
Martin of Henderson, McCown, MeMilliu, Melton, Middleton, ` 
Moore, Norton, Parker of A}Parker of T, Parsons, Puag, Pol- 
lock, Reeves, Rannels, Rushing, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, . 
hruckmorton, Tompkins, West, and Williams of Lamar. 
There being no quorum, on motion, the House adjourned 
until to-morrow, 10 o’clock A. M. 


“~ 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES) 
Avastin, Dec. 27th, 1855. 
House met pursnant to adjournment, and was called to order 
by the Hon. N. B Charlton, Speaker pro-tem—the roll was 
taled and the following members answered to their ames: ` 
Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, Dancy, 
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Devereaux, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Gay, 
Hooker, Junker, Latham, Locke, Martin of Henderson, Me 
Millin, Melton, Middleton, Nickles, Norton, Parker of Ander. 
son, Parker of Tarrant, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, 
Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith 
ot Newton, Stedman, Taylor, Throckmorton, ‘Tompkins, West, 
White, William of Lamar, and Wood. 

On motion of Mr Stedinan, a call of the House was ordered, 

On metion, theSergeant at Arms was dispatebed tor ab 
acbtees. - 

On motion of Mr West, further call of the House suspended, 

There being no quorum, on motion, the House adjourned 
until to-morrow, 10 o’clock A. M. 


Houst of REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Dec. 28th, 1855. l 
House met pursuant to adjournment, and was called to order 
by the Hon. N. B. Charlton, Speaker pro tem—the roll was 
called and the following members answered to their names: 

Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, Brown, Busby, 
Cleveland of Bexar, Crosby, Dancy, Davis, Devereaux, Dick: 
eon, Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Gay, Hooker, Junker, Lathan, 
Lawhon, Locke, Martin of Henderson, McMillin, McClanahan, 
Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Nickels, Norton, Parker of A, 
Parker of 'T, Parsons, Pettus, Poag. Pollock, Reeves, Rich 
ardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith 
of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stedman, -Tarltcn, ‘laylot, 
Throckmorton, Tompki.s, West, White, Wilhams of Lama, 
and Wood. l 

On motion of Mr West, the names of members presen 
at each meeting of the House, since the 2d inst., were ordere 
to be noted on the journals. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, Mr Selman, representative elec 
from District No. ——— vize the late Hon. J. C. Harrison, de 
ceased, caine forward, was duly qualified, and took his seat. 

On motion of Mr Adrian, a call of the House was ordered 

On motion of Mr Adrian, the Sergeant at Arms was dii 
patched for absentees. 

On motion of Mr West, further call of the House was su 
pended. i 

‘There being no quorum, on motion, the House adjourne 
until to-morrow, 10 o’clock A. M. 8 
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- Austin, Dec. 29th, 1855. 

House met pursuant to adjournment, and was called to order 2 
by the Hon, N. B. Charlton, Speaker pro-tem-the roll was uo 
called and the following members answered to their nares: 

Messrs. Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, Brown, Cleveland 
of Bexar, Crosby, Dancy, Davis, Devereanx, Dickson, Dongh- - 
erty, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Hocker, Junker, Latnam, Locke, 
Martin of Henderson, McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Mel- 
ton, Middleton, Parker of Auderson, Parker of Tarrant; Par- 
sons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Reeves; Runnels, Rushing, Sel- 
man, Shaw, Sm'th of Harris, Smith of Harrison; Stedman, 
Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, West, Williams of Lamar, and 
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Williams of San Augustine. a 
Qn motion ot Mr Locke, a call of the Honse was ordered. sky 
There being no quorum, on motion, the House acjourned until % 
Monday, 1U o'clock A. M. F 
- i a, 
; : cs 

Austin, December 31st, 1855. if 


YIouse met pursnant to adjournment, esd was calied to order 
by the Hon. N. B. Charlton, Speaker pro tem—rell called — 
qnortim: present, 


Jowna's of the 21st, 25th, 26th, 27th, 23th, and 29th, were 


read aud adopted. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr Melton presented the peuuon of Ruth McFadden, for land 
—referred to the committee on private land clatus, no. L. 

Mr Davis presented the petition of Susaunah 'T. Farris, for 
laud ; referred to the committee on private land claims, no. 1. 

Mr Middleton presented the petition of Catharine Dodson, for 
selief ; referred to the committee on private land claims, no. 1. 

Mr Walliams presented the petition of the heirs of Samuel 


Roseter, for relief; referred to the committee on private laud 
claims, no, L 


Mr Ardrey presented the petition of James McMahon ; re— pi 
ferred to the committee on private land claims, uo. À. 
Mr Green presented the petition of the heirs of Jonathan 


-oma 


Olark, for relief; referred to the committee on private: land 

¢ alns, no. L. Es : E 
Atso, the petition of John W. Hale, for relief; referred to th 

ce ominittee on private land claims, no. 1. i EE a 
Mr Middléton presented tha following petitions; which wer 

rea |. and referred to the committee on private land claims, io. 1: 
Petition of Rufus K. Hosmer, for relief. 
Petition. of Joseph Henson, for relief. 
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Mr McMillin presented the petition of the citizens of Coryell 
county, asking a change of the law relative to costs in criminal 
cases; referred to the committee on Finance. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Bosque county, and ad- 
joining territory, asking the creation of a new land district ; re~ 
ferred to the committee on public lands, 

Mr Brown presented tid petition of Joseph Cook for land ; 
referred to the committee ou private land claims, yo. 2. 

Mr Ellison presented the petition of sundry citizens at+-Comal 
county, asking to be attached to Hays county; referred to the 
com niitee on county and county boandaries. 

Mer Parker of ‘Tarrant, presented the petition of Robt. T. and 
Wu. J. Brown, asking to be secured in their pre-emption claim; 
referred to the committee on Internal improvements. 

Also, the petition of B. J. Stocks tor land ; reterred to the com- 
mittee on private land claims, ue. L. 

Als, the petition of Benjamin Bedford, for land; referred to 
the committee on private land clanns, no 1. 

Als, the petition of the citizens of Tarrant county, asking 
the privilege of an additional county tax to build a court house 
in said county ; referred to the committee on Fiance. ° 

Mr Cleveland of Bexar, presented the petition of Ferdinand 
Nizvle, asking the change of the name of Rosina Erath 10 Rosina 
Niggle; referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr McClanahan presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
the town of Palestine, praying the passage of a law prohibiting 
the sale ofardent spirits within two mile of suid town; referred 

© the committee on State affurs 

Mr Lawhon presented the petition of Samuel Goode for re- 
lief; referred to the committee on private land clams, no. L. 

Also, the petition of Win, Herrin for land; relerred to the 
Com nittee on private land claims no, 2. 

Mr Busby presented the petitions of ‘Thomas Hartel, and the 
heirs of John Martin deceased ; referred to the committee on 
private land claims no. 2. 

Mr West presented the petition of James Manning for land; 
referred to the committee ou private land clalms no. 1.. 

Mr Brown presented the petition of Alley Williams for relief; 
referred to the committee on private land clai ns no. 2. 

Mr D xon presented the petition of Edward Hughart for relief} 


referred to the committee on State affairs. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr Smith of Harris, chairman of the committee on public 
debt, made the following report; 
The committee on public debt to whom . was referred the pe 


27t 


tition of Joshua P. Powers, praying relief for the ca ture of the 
Schooner Mary. Elizabeth, having had the same under consider- 
ation. aud believing that said vessel was a lawfal prize, iustruct 


me to geport-Une saime back to the House, and ask to be dis- 


charged from us farther consideration. 

Mr Smuh of Harris, chairman of the committee on pnblic 
debt. to whom was referred Sesate bill, to authorize the Comp- 
truller to issue certain lost certificates of stock on certain caudi- 
lions, and a Seaate bill authorizing the transfer of certain stuck 
bonds ou. certain conditons, reported the same back to the 
Honse, and recommeideg their passage, a 


Mr Brown, one of the committee on State affairs, made the 
following report: 


The commifiee on State affairs to whom was referred the let- 


ter of the Hon. ‘Thomas J. Rusk, accompanying 20 copies of 
the Congressional Globe and Appendix, have considered the 
suggestions therein Made touching the foundation of a State 
Library at the seat of Government, aud believing that the object, 
80 desirable to the State, may be safely started at a trifling ex- 
pense. have instructed me to report the accompanying bill and 
recanimeud its passage. 

A bill to be entufed an act to aid in the creation of a State Li- 
brary ; read first time. 

Mr Parsons tnaved a suspension ofthe rule and that the bill 
be read second time ; lost. 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on private land claims, 
no. 1, to whom were referred the petition ofthe heirs of James 
Selman dee’d ; the petition of the heirs of Peter Crudder, dec’d ; 
the petition of James Logan aud David Logan, and the penon 
of the heirs of Auselmo Bergara dee’d, having considered the 
same, reported bills for their relief, which were severally. read 
first time, ; 

Mr Shaw, chairman of fhe committee on private land claims, 
fo. 1, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of J. P. Davie, 
and a bill for the relief af John A. Rob, reported the same back 
to the honse and recommended their passage. 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on private land claims 
no. 1, to whoin were referred the petitions of David Jone’ aid 
Wiley Henry aud wife, for land, reported the same back to the 
Honse and recommended thetr rejection. 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on private land claims 
no. 1, made the following report: 

The committee on private land claims no. 1, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of tha children of John Gibbs, praying that 
patents be issued to John Gibbs their father, who was supposed 
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to he dead, on the certificates issued to thew; have had-the same 
under cotisideration, The committee are of the opinion that if 
the children are so well disposed towards their father that’ they 
can transfer their right to the ceitifieates without the aid of leg. 
islation. Your committee, therefore, beg to be discharged from 
further consideration ofthe matter. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills, originating in the Senate 
Yiz: 

A bill for the relief of the Galveston and Red River Bail- -way 
company, and supplementary to the several acts mcenpe sie 
said company. 

A bill for the relief of George B. Brownrigg, his Hels or as- 
sigus, 

"A bill to change the name of Margaret Catharine Burks fo 
Margaret Catharine Moore, and the name a Emily Jane, Burks 
tu Emly Jane Clarke. 

A bill for the relief of Ezekiel Vickers. 

A bill to incorporate the Henderson and State line Rail Road 
company. 

A bill for the relief of Dicey Craig, formerly Dicy Hender- 
son. 

A bill to more particularly define the Eastern boundary line 
of Bastrop count 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Finley. 

A bill for the relief cf the heirs of Elizabeth Jones, 

A bik requiring the commissioner of the General land office 
to issue a certificate for 640 acres of laud to the heirs of Brad- 
bury S. Follett, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Ragsdale, 

A bill for the relief of William Rawlins. 

A ill to create the county of Atascosa. f 

A bill to provide for jury trials in the corporation courts of the 
Varions town and city corporations in the State. 

A bill monding and supplementary to an act to incorporate 
the Henderson and Burksville Rail Road company, approved 
Jan. 27, 1854. 

A bill to provide for the support of Schools. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Ice Company. 

A bill to incorporate the city of San Antonio. 

A bill toamend an act of Feb. 5th, 1841, entitled an act of 
limitations. 

A bill incorporating the Brazoria county Insurance compary. 

A bill authorizing the United States Marshall of the District 


of Texas, to use the. jails df the various counties of the State for 


certaln purposes, 
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| Abdill anthorizing William M. Lee, et al, to construct a bridgs 
| across the East fork of Trinity, at or near Lee’s ferry. 
| A bill for the relief of the heirs of John P. Roher, dee’d. 
A bill to provide for the investment of the special schec] furd 
| in the bonds of Rail Road companies, incorporated by the S aie. 
; A bil for the relief of Jesse Doan. 
A bill toiucarporate the Harrison Manufacturing company. 
A billsupplemetary to an act to incorporate the town of Jef- 
ferson, approved 20th March, 1848. 
1 Abill for the reliefof the heirs ot Andrew P. Cunningham. 
A bill to permit the city of Houston to levy a special tax 
| for Rail Road purposes, 

A bill to amend an act supplementary to an act to establish the 
Galveston, Houston, and Henderson Rail road company. 

Also, of the passage of the following bill originating in tha 
House : | 
| A bill to incorporate the town of Cameron, in the county of 
| Milam, 


Mr Tarver, chairman of the Judiciary committee, made the 
following reports : 


' The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
series of reso'ntiens cancetutug the individaal liability of the 
members of private corporations for business profit, have con— 
sidered the same. In the opinion of the committee, the justness 
of the principle asserted in the resolution, will be at once ap- 
parent to every candid and unbiased observer. ‘The embodying 
ofthese principlesin a general law, to be applied to every in— 
dance, is deemed the best method of securing the object to be 
obtained, The commitice have, therefore instructed me to re- 
port the resolutions back to the House, aud to recommend th; 
passage of the accompanying bill. ‘There can be uo justice in 
amle which perads a class or asscciation of men to reap the 
profits ef their enterprise when success!tul, and to cast upon oth- 
ers the barthen of losses brought about by their mismanagement 
or fraud, . 

The passage of the bill is recommended, as a matter of policy. 
That it-will trammel enterprise aud improvement in the State, 
the committee do not believe. It will, indeed, paralize the ef- 
forts of reckless and wnprincipled speentators, who, without any 
Mriotic motives, set ou foot schemes whose success insures them 
fortune, and whose failure occasions them uo loss; but in the 
pinion of the committee, enterprises fonnded upon the basis 
Proposed will secure investments from men who honestly desirs 
ü once to advanee the public good, and their own. The credit 
{honest corporations will be enhanced—those corporations 
hich are not honest. ware best discouraged. o z 
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A bill to define the liability of stockholders in private corpor- 
ations for business profit; read first time. 

. The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred: Sen. 
até bill supplemental to an act concerning wills, and author- 
izing persons to dispose of their estates by will, have considered 
the same. They instruct.me to report the bill back to your hon. | 
orable body, and recommend its indefinite pastponement. 

The present laws limit the extent to which a parent may go 
towards disinheriting his children, to one-fourth of his estate — 
The, amendment proposes to grant to ‘parents the right of dism- 
hereting their children, without assigning cause. a 

Your committee are unable to perceive any good to result 
from the proposed alteration. Our present rule is based upon the 
civil law; the change propozed 1s the adoption of the common 
Jaw rule. We are unaware that any general complaint has been 
made against the law; we believe that it is just and salutary— 
that it establishes the rule which natural affectton itself shouid 
prescribe, and operates as acheck only upon those unnatural 
parents who would otherwise discriminate against one child 
andin favor of another, or perhaps in favor of a stranger. 

Your committee believe that the adoption of the common law 
tule, so far from doing away with litigation, would have a ten- 
dency directly the reverse. In support of this assertion it is on- 
ly deemed necessary to refer to the comparatively few cases un- 
der the branch of the law, reported im those States which encaur- 
age the civil Jaw rule, and the voluminous reports of the Recle- 
siastical courts of England, and in the courts of such of our own 
States as have adopted the rule of the commion law, 

In the opinion of the committee, the check Imposed upon w- 
dutiful and wicked children by the fear of disherison, is but 
slight indeed. That fililal affection and obedience which is 
bought by considerations like these, wonld be as ungrateful to 
the parent, as they would be vnworthy of the child. 

The present laws, it is readily admitted, are not perfect; bnt 
the committer look upon the change contemplated by the bil 
under consideration as-Inexpedient, 

Mr Parsons made the following minority report: 

A minority of the Judiciary committee, to whom was refer: 
red the bill passed by the Senate, entitled “a bill supplemental 
to an act concerning wills and anthoriziug persons to dispòse 0} 
their estates by will,” respectfully dissent from the opinion ex 
pressed by the majority of said committee, and therefore subml 
this minority report: 

Believing as we do, that he who, by industry, eeonomy, lab 
and toil, acquires property and effects, alone has the natural 
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and should have tre legal right, to conveyand dispose of the 
same at will and pleasure, we, therefore, look upon any law 
depriving mankind of this right as unjust and tyrannical, and 
as savoring more of ancient barbarity, than of modern civiliza- 
tion. This is a right inestimable to the industrious, economical 
and noble hearted, and formidable to drones and sluggards only. 
Under the law as it now is, a parent may have two children, 
the one a robust and athletic son, possessing the intellect of a 
Solon, and the bodily strength of a giant, who is able to con- 
tend with and overcome all tne adverse waves of fortune; the 
other a poor decrepid lunatic, entirely unable to sustain life by 
its own exertions. Had the parent the power, he could with his 
little furtune provide and set apart a comfortable subsistence 
fer this unfortunate child, and thus preveat its becoming a 
charge upon the public. Yet by an iron handed statute, as it 
now exists, the giant upon whom nature alone has bestowed 
more than the wealth of the Indies, must come in for big share 
of the small patrimony left by the ancestry, and the decrepid 
lunatic is thereby thrown upon tke charities of a cold-hearted 
and selfish world. i 

Wo farther believe that the statute, as it now stands, (a re- 
peal of which is proposed by the bill under consideration,) en- 
croaching as it does upon what mankind believe to be their 
natural nights, has a tendency to Increase rather than suppress 
tigation, which is an evil that should be guarded against by 
all well regulated governaments, a 

For these and many other reasons too numerous to be no- 
ticed ia this report, we respectfally dissent from the opinions 
expressed in the report of the majority of the committee, and 
recommend the passage of the bill. 


REPORTS OF SELECT COMMITTEES. 


Me Smith, of Harrison, chairman of a-select committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Harrison 
county, praying that J W Stroud be permitted to build a set of 
mills across Little Cypress, reported a bill granting the prayer 
of petitioners, which was read first time. 

Mr Smith, of Harrison, moved that the rule be suspended, 
and that said bill be read second time; lost. i 

By leave, Mr Cleveland, of Liberty, chairman of the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, No 2, to whom was referred 
the petitions of James Anderson and J-P Sneed, respectively, 
asking for land, reported the same back to the House, and asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration of the same... 

By leave, Mr Cleveland, of Liberty, chairman of the';çom- 
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mittee on Private Land Claims, No 2, made the following re. 

ort 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No 2, to which wag 
referred the petition of Charlotte D Ross. asking tor land, have 
considered the same. The relief’ praved for 1s not elaimed in 
virtua of any law donating land, bnt is based upon services. 
rendered tothe Republic of Texas in the war of 1836, by the 
deceased husband of the petitioner. Your committee ask leave 
to be discharged from the further consideration of said petition, 
and respectfully recommend the reference of the same to the 
committee on Publie Debt. 


BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr Stedman introduced:a bill to anthorise and regulate conn. 
ty and corporation subscriptions for Railroad stock, and to pro- 
vide for the levy of a tax to support and diseharge the same; 
read first time. z 

Mr Stedman moved that the rnle be suspended, and that the 
bill be read a second time and referred to the committee on 
Internal improvements; lost. 

Mr Tarlton introduced a bill supplementary to the Act or- 
ganizing the 6th Judicial Distriet of the State of Texas; read | 
first time. | 

On motion of Mr Stedman, rule suspended and bill.readsec- | 
ond time. | 

Mr Stedman offered the tollowing amendment: | 

Amend first seetion by changing same so as to read, “ that | 
the provisions ef an Act to change the 6th and 9th Judicial | 
Districts, and to define the time of holding the Courts therein.” | 
Adopted. | 

On motion of Mr Tarlton, bi!] ordered te be engrossed ; rule | 
further suspended, bill read third time and passed. - : 

Mr Locke introduced a bill to raise the jurisdietion of Jus- | 
tices of the Peace to five hundred dollars; read first time. | 

Mr Locke moved that the rule be suspended andthe bill be | 
read a second time; Joust. , 
On motion of Mr Smith, of Iarris, rule suspended and the | 
House proeceded to take up Senate bills on their first reading. } 

Th following bills were read first time, rule suspended, read | 
second time by caption and referred to the committee on the | 
Judiciary, viz: 

A bill to prevent hinting by fire light. — . ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and assignees of Thomas | 
Williams. : 

A bill supplementary to an Act of Dec. 21, 1837, entitled an | 
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Act to authorise the Clerks of the several Courts to appoint 
deputies and requiring them to kcep their offices at the county 
seat, and to define the duties of deputy clerks. 

A bill to change the names of Martha McDonald and John 
McDonald to that of Martha MeDonald Bateman and John 
MeDonald Bateinan. 

A bill to quiet Land titles. 

A bill to provide for the investigation of land titles in certain 
counties, 

A bill to legalize certain surveys lying between the waters of 
the Colorado and Brazos Rivers. - 

A bill to amend the 21st section of the Act entitled an Act 
to organize County Courts, approved 16th March, 1848. 

A bill to repeal an Act to provide for the issnance ot bounty 
and donation land warrants to persons entitled to the same. 

The following Senate bills were read first time, rule suspended, 
read second time by caption, and referred to the committee on 
State Affairs, viz: 

A bill to incorporate Hopkins Encampment, No7, IOOF. 

A bill to incorporate LaGrange Lodge, No 30, LO OF. 

A bill to incorpcrate the town of Chappel thl! 

A bill to amend the 6th section of an Act entitled-an Act to 
incorporate the towns of Victoria. Goliad and Gonzales, 

A bill to incorporate the city of Marshall. 

The following Senate. bills were read first time, rule suspend- 
ed, read second time by caption, and referred to the committee 
on County and County Boundaries, viz; 

A biil to create the County of Erath. 

A bill changing the bouidaries of the counties of Calhoun, 
Victoria and Refugio. ! ) 

A bill creating the county of Wise. 

The tolluwing Senate bills were read first time, rule suspen- 
ded, read second time, and reterred to the committee on Educa” 
tion. viz. i 

À bill to incorporate Larissa College. 

A bill to establish and iecorporate a literary institution un- 
der the supervision and control of the astern Texas Annual 
. Conference, locaced at or near the town of Gilmer, Upshur Co. 

A bill supplementary to the act to establish and incorporate 
the college of DeKalb, approved 26th Jan. 1839. 

The following Senate bills were read first time, rule suspended 
read second time by caption and referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims No 2, viz: > ee 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Luce, and David Luce, and 
the heirs of John Luce, ahd the heirs of Abb. Luce, Sen’r, and 
the heirs of Abb. Luce Jan’. . | 


ap riimi DT No a 
ens 


Doe ee gee ae yok ne PCT I WE 
= oe 


ee 


gO yp AEB HD a 


a 


Bane ee e sA R 


eat a 
oe hewn E EE pmanets 
’ 
. 


e oa = > 


E3 t + 
r r A E OER 


278+ 
A bill for the relief of Alfred A, Wiley. 
A bill for the relief of John F. Chairs. - ne 
A bill for the relief of George W.Jones. 

A bill for the reliefof Radford Berry. 

A bill for the relief of Willian Wingate. 

The following Senate bills were read first time, rule suspended, 
read second time and referred to the PomaUltes on Private 
dsand Claims, No. 1, viz: 

A bil tor for-the relief of V. T. Dalton. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs ot John Bailey. 

A bill for the relief of James tanib. 

A. bill for the relief of George L. Bledsoe. 

A bill for the relief ot John B. Johnson, 

A bill for the relief of J. N. Taylor. 

-The following Senate bills were read tirst time, rule sus- 
ended, reall second time and referred to the Committee on 
Publ Publie oe ie 

A bill tor the relief of Ezekiel Vickers. 

A bill requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Of 
fice to issue a certificate fur G10 acres of land to the heirs ot 
Bradbury S. Follett. 

A bill'to define the Western and Northern boundary of Mi- 
Jam Land District. 

The following Senate bill was read first time, rule suspended, 
read second time by caption and referred to the committee on 
internal Improvements, viz: 

A bill for the relief vf the Galveston and Red River Rail 
way company, and supplementary to the several acts incorpo- 
rating said company. 

The following Senate bills were read first time, rule sus | 
pended, read second time by gees „and referred to the com- | 
mittee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, viz: : 

A bill authorizing Glover Wells to construct a bridge across 
the East fork of Prinity river, 

A bill authorizing William M. Lee, and others to construct 
a bridve across the East fork of Trinity at or near Lee’s ferry. 

The following Senate bilis were read first time, rale suspen | 
ded, read secoud time by caption, and referred to the commit: | 
tee on Finance, viz: 

A bil: for the relief of Jesse Dean. 
' A bill relating to the duties of Assessors and Collectors of | 


wh 


"Taxes. 


A Bill for the relief of Noah T. Byers. 
The following Senate bills were read trst time, rule suspend ed, | 
read second time by caption, rule further suspended, read third, 
time and passed, viz: 
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Acbill to anthorize the county Court of Dallas county to levy 
an additional tax for the purpose of building a Court House. 


A bill changing the name of Martha R- Eppinger to Martha ` 


R. Bonner. 

A bill to validate an election to be held in the sixth. Repre- 
sentative District composed of the connties of Cass and Fitas. 

Mr Davis moved to adjourn until 8o’clock* P. M. The yeas 
and nays being demanded, the House refused to adjourn by the 
following vote: 

Yusas— Messrs, Brown, Cleveland, of Liberty, Charlton, Dal- 
rymple, Davis, Green, Junker, Martin, of H., Martin, of L., 
McClanahan, Middleton, N. ston, Parker, of A, Parker, of F., 
Randolph, Reeves, Riel rardson, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, 
Saith, of Harris, Smith of Newton, Stedman, ‘Baylor, Throck- 
morton, West, White, Williams, of ‘Sain Arastoo), 

Na ys—— Messrs, Adri jan, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Busby, 
Cleveland, of B., Crosby, Diner, “Devereanx, Dickson, Ector, 
Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Hooker, Lawhon, Locke, McCowa, 
MeMillin,. Meiton, Moore, Nickles, Pettus. Poag, Poll ock, Run- 
nels, Rushing, Smith, of ' Harrison, Stout, Tarlon, Williams, 
of Lawar—31. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, Mr Selman was added to the com- 
mittee on Pablic buildings, and to the committee on Private 
Land Claims No. fF. 

On motion of Mr Tarlton, Mr Burress obtained cave of ab— 
sence until the Lith of January. 

On motion of Mr Sayles, Mr Tarver obtained leave of ab- 
sence for ten days. 

Mr Smith, of Harris, moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 
o'clock; A. M., the yeas ‘and niys being demanded, the Huuse 
refused to adjourn by the following vote, viz: 

Yeas—— Vessrs. Arnold, Cleveland, of Liberty, Dancy, Davis, 
Nickels, N orton, Sayles, Smith, OF Har ris, Stedman, West-—10. 

Nays— Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Brown, Busby, 
Chariton, Cieveland, of B., Dalrymple, Devereaux, Diekson, 
Dongherty, Eetor, Ellison, Paes Gaines,’ Hooker, Junker, 
Lawhon, Locke, Wastin: a H., McClanahan, MeMillin, Melton, 
: Middleton, Moore, Parker, of A. , Parker, of T., Parsons, Pet- 
tus, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnells, Rash- 
ing, Selman, Shaw, Smith, of Harri ison, Smith of N. Stout, Tarl- 
ton, Taylor, "White, W illams, of Lamar, Williams of San Au- 
gustine, Wood—46. 

On motion of M. Smitb, oí Harris, Mr. Merrick was ex- 
cused from attendance on the House on acconnt of sickness, 

On motion the House adjourned until. 3 o’clock r. m. 
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3 o’cLocK, P. M. 

Honse met persuantto adjournment, and was called to or- 
der by the Hon. N. B. Charlton, Speaker pro tem, the roll 
was called, no quorum. 

On motionof Mr Green, a call of the Honse was ordered, 

On motion of Mr Moore, the Sergeant at Arms was des- 
patched tor absentees, 

On motion of Mr Stedman, call snspended—quorum pres- 
ent. 

The following Senate bills were then taken up, read first time, 
rule suspended, read second time by caption, and referred to 
committee on private lana elaims, No. 1, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Andrew P. Cunningham. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John P. Rohers. - 

A bill for the relief of William Rawlins. 

The following Senate bills were read first time, rule sus- 
pended, read second time by caption, and referred to committee 
on private land claims, No. 2—viz: 

A bill for the reliefof the heirs of Elizabeth Jones, 

A bul for the relief of Dicey Craig, formerly Licey Hender- 
son. 

A bill for the relief of George B. Brownrigg, his heirs or 
asajens 

The following Senate bills were read first time, rule sus- 
pended, read second time by caption, and referred to commit- 
tee on claims and accounts, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Finley. - 7 

A bill for the relet of the heirs of John Rigsdale, deceased. 

The folowing S: nate bill was read first time, rule suspended, 
read second time by caption, and referred to committee on 
publie debt, viz: : 

A bill for the relief of Tra B. Demint. ; 

The following Senate bill was read first time, rule suspended, 
read second time by caption, and referred to committee on edu- 
cation, Viz: . 

A bill to provide for the support of schools, 

The following Senate bills were read first time, rule suspended, 
read second time by caption, and referred to cumunittee on 
county and county boundaries, viz: l 


A bill to more particularly detine the Eastern boundary line 
of Bastrop county. 


A bill to create the county of Attascosa. | 
The following Senate bills were read first time, rule sus- | 


pended, read second time by caption, and referred to committee | 
on State affa:rs, viz: l 


Rai 


A biii to incorporete-the Galveston ice Company, 

A bill to incorporate Milam Lodge No. 23, E-O. Q. F. 

A bill to authorize the United States Marshal of the Distriet 
of Texas, to use the jails of the various counties of this State 
for certain purposes. 

' The following Senate bills were read first time, rule suspended, 

yead second time by ‘caption, and referred-to committee on In- 
ternal Improvements, viz: | 

A bill-tor the relief of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos, and Color- 
ado Rail Road Company, or their assignees, in certain cases. 

A bill to amend an act supplementary to an act to establish 
the Galveston, Houston, and Henderson Rail Road Company. 

A bill to permit the the city of Houston to levy a special tax 
for Rail Road purposes. | | 

A bill to incorporate the Harrison Manufacturing Company. 

A bill to provide for the investment of the special school 
fand in the bonds of Rail Road Companies incorporated by the 
State. s ; 

A bill amending, and supplementary to an act to incorporate 
the Henderson and Burkville Rail Road Company—approved 
January 27th, 1854. : 

A bill to incorporate the Henderson and State line Rail Road 
company. . 

Mr Davis moved that House bills on their second reading be 
taken up; lost. 

The following Senate bills were read first time, rule suş- 
pended, read second time, and referred to committee on the 
Judiciary, viz: 

A bill to incorporate the city of San Antonio. 

A bill to change the name of Margaret Catharine Brooks, to 
Margaret Catharine Moore, and the name of Emily Jane Burke 
to Emily Jane Clark. 

A bill to provide for jury trials in the corporation courts of 
the various town and city corporations in the State. ) 

A bill to amend an act of Feb. 5th, 1841, entitled an gct of 
limitations. 


A bill incorporating the Brazoria county insurance eont- 
any. l S 

A bill supplementary ta an act to incorporate the town ef 
Jeffersou—approved 20th March; 1848. 

A bill supplementary to an act of March 13th, 1848, entitled 
anact better defining the marital rights of parties. 

The following House bills were taken up, rule suspended, 
read’ second time by captiop, and referred to the dnsidierg.cem- 
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A bill to incorporate the town of Helena, Karnes county. 

A bill to prevent the violation of the Sabbath. 

-A bill allowing writs of error in‘eases of conviction for misde- 
meanor, punishable by fine. 

The following bills were read, and laid on the table, viz: 

A bill to create the judicial district. 

A bill to prohibit the sate of intoxicating liquors in the tow 
of Danville, and Beat No. 1, Mentgomery county. 

The following joint reselution was read second time,-and re- 
ferred to committee on Federal Relations, viz: 

A joint resolution endorsing the action of Gen. W nil. 
Cazneau, U. S. Commissioner to Saint Domingo, and re-affirm 
ing the Monroe Doctrine. 

The following bill was read second time by caption, and re- 
ferred to committee op- claims and accounts, viz: ~ 

A bill for the relief of Patrick O’Donnel). 

The following bill was read second time by caption, and re~ 
ferred to committee on slaves and slavery, viz: 

A bill to amend an act for the relief of Philip Evans. 


On wotion the Houseadjourned until to-morrow, at 10 o’cloek 
A.M. i 


Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Jan. Ist; 1856. 
House met pursuantto adjournment, and was called to order 
By the Hon. N B. Charlton, Speaker pro-tem—the roll was 
called and quorum present. ; 
On motion of Mr Davis, the reading of the journals of yes- 
terday was dispensed with for the present. , l 
Mr Crosby moved that’ the House adjonrn until’ to-morrow 
10 o’clock, A. M., the yeas and nays being demanded, the 
House refused to adjourn by the following vote:  ' 
Yeas—Messrs Arnold, Cleveland éf B., Crosby, Davis, Dick- 
son, Green, Hale, Latham, West—9. 
Nays—Messrs Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Bonner, Brown, 
Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of Liberty, Dalrymple Dancy, 
‘Deveraux, Dougherty, EHison, Francis, Gaines, Hooker, Junk- 
er, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H, McClanahan, . McMillin, 
Melton, Middleton, Moore, se of A., Parker of T., Parsons, 
Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Run- 
nels, : Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith o 
Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, 
Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, White, Williams 0 
Lamar, Williams of San Augustine, and Wood—54.. 


98s 


-i T . .. PETITIONS. 
Mr Moore presented the petition of James Moore for land 
referred to the committee on private land claims, no. 2. 

Mr Selman presented the petition of sundry citizens of An- 
gelina, Cherokee, Huuston and Trinity, praying for a new Coun- 
y—referred to the committee on County and County boun- 
daries. 

Mr Davis presented the petition of the Chief Justice, County 
Surveyor and other officers of the County of Smith, asking the 
Legislature to authorize the County Court of Smith County to 
provide a new map for the same—referred to the comunittee on 
¢he judiciary. 

Mr Middleton presented the petition of Elisha T Robinson 
for land—referred to the committee on private land claims, 
no. l. 

Mr Green presented the petition of Moses Townsend, for re- 
lief—referred to-the committee on private land claims, ‘no. 1. 

Mr. Poag presented the petition of J Douglass Brown for 
relief—referred to the committee on private land claims no. 2. 

Mr Arnold presented the petition of sundry citlzens of Gil- 
lespie County, praying for a special tax—-referred to the, cem- 
mittee on State affairs. 

Mr Williams of San Augustine presented the petition of John 
Sanders for relief—referred to the committee on claims and 
‘accounts. 

Mr Davis presented the petition of the citizens of Tyler, 
Smith County, praying for an act of incorporation of said town 
—referred tothe committee on State affairs. 

Mr Brown presented the petition of Jonathan Scott for land 
—referred to the committee on ‘private land claims no. 2, 

Mr ‘Tompkins presented the petition of Jobn E Schrimp, 
Joseph Brosig and others, members of the Houston Rifle Com- 
pany, praying for tke incorporation of said-company—referred 
tothe committee on military affairs. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 5 
Mr Throckmorton, chairman of the committee on internal 
improvements, to whom was referred a bill to amend the 16th 
and 19th sections of an act entitled an act tō incorporate the 
Brownsville and Rio Grande Rail Road Company, approved 
March 7th, 1853, reported a substitute for the same, and re- 
commended its passage. 
Mr Shaw, chatrman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims no. 1, to whom was referred Senate bill, for the relief of 


JN Taylor, reported the same back to the House and recom- 
mended its passage. l 
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_Mr Shaw, chaifmin öf the. committee or Private Land 
Claims no. 1; to whom was referred the petitions of Thomas 
Peck and the heirs of John B Murphree, reported bills for their 
telief, which were severally read first time. 

The same committee reported back to the House the petition 
of Will:ami Hambritk dtd asked to be discharged from. ity | 
turther consideration ; also the petition of Samuel Jordan, and 
tecomnic nd its reference to the committee on the judiciary. 

On nx tion of Mr Brown, rule suspended, report on-petitior 
of Samuel Jordan, taken up and adopted, and petition referred 
to the coinmittee on the judiciary. i 

Mr West, chairman of the committee on Public Buildings, 
to whom was referred the petition of Joseph Harrell, for dam. 
ages sustained by the erection of the Governors residence, re 
ported a bill for his relief, which was read first time. 

Mr Cfosby; chairman of thé committee Gn Indian affairs, to 
whom was refefred a bill supplementary to an act entitled an 
act relating tothe Indians of Texas, approved 6th Feb. 1854— 
reported the same back to the House and recommended its 


passage. 
BILES AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. Weét offered the following resolution 

“« fiesolved, ‘Phat it is the sense of this Legislature that under 
*the operation of the naturalization laws now in force, that 
* aliens or foreigners have flocked to our shores, many of whout 
* are wholly unacquainted with dur langnage; aud ignorant of 
* onr institutions, and many of them felons and convicts or 
& persóns of doubtful réputation, and that these foreigners havo 
* congregated, many of theni, in the latge cities of the Union, 
“and have been insubordinate aiid disobedient to the laws, and 
* have tenifed to corrupt the ballot box,and destroy the purity 
* of the elective franchise; and thereby imperil the Constitu 
*tign and thé perpetuity of this Unton;and that others of 
“these allens tnder the present laws, eotiferring on them 
è orants of land; and extrdordinary privileges in the territories, 
“have repaired to Kansas and Nebraska; and ledguing with 
& the enertie’ of the South, and of the Constitution, have en- 
“déavored to exclude the Southern people with their slaves 
“from theSe territories; therefore it is the sense of the Hous? 
‘t that these evils ought to be remedied, and the committee on 
“Federal Relations are hereby required to prepare a joint 
‘resolution instructing our Senators to urge npon Congress the 
‘passage of such wholesome laws as will remedy the evils 
© complained of.” - l 

Mr-Daney moved to refer the resolution to the committee di 
ederal Relations. - 


28% 


“Me ‘Latham moved to lay the resolution dn tthe:tabl& ©? 
On motion of Mr West a call of the House was otdered. ' 
On motion of Mr Gaines call suspended. wee 
Me Rushing offered the tshowing amendment: which tis 

ruled out of order. . . l 

Resolved, That if foreigners do not behave themselves litre 

ood citizens after coming here—pay taxés—work reads, 

‘multiply and replenish the earth. atid contorm co the laws. ; 
why, We will put them in jail and cut dU» a rearing mass gen- 
erally. l l 

Qiestion being upon laying the resolution on the table, the 
eas aud nays beng demanded, the same was laid on the table 
by the following vote : : 
 ¥uas—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, Brown; 
Charlton, Cleveland of B, Crosby, Devereaux, Dongherty; 
Betot, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gav, Green, Dooker, Latham} 
Lawhou, locke, Melton, Moore, Parker, of A., Parker of T., 
Parsons; Puay, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing; 
Selmar; Shaw, Sinith of Harris, Smith of N., Stout, Taylor, 
Tompkins, White, Williams of Lamar, Williams of San Augus- 
tine, Wood—42. 

N ays— Messrs Ardrey, Busby, Cleveland of L., Dalrymple; 
Dancy, D.ekson, Hale, Junker, Martin of H., McClanahan, 
MeMillin. Middleton, Pettus, Richardsdn, Savles, Sherwood, 
Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Tarlton, Throckmorton, West; 
= 

The journal of yesterday was then read and adépted. 

On motion of Mi Randolph, the vote referring the following 
bills tothe committee on cla.ms and acconnts wad reconsidered, 
and ihe said bills referred to committee on private land claiins; 
ho. 2., viz: E PO 

A bill for the relief of Patrick O Donnel. , 

Senate bill for the relief of the heirs of John Ragsdale. 

* Senate bill for the relief of Elizabeth Finley. 

Mr- Rushing offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That if foreigners do not behave themselves like 
good citizens after coming here, pay taxes. work on roads; 
. "multiply and replenish the earth,” and conform to, the laws; 

why, we will put them in jail, and cut up a roaring muss-gen- 
erally, : 

On motion of Mr Moore the resolution wa laid on thé 
table. ` <a 
Mr Sayle introduced a bill. to-anthorize and require certaiti 
Suits pending in the counties of Hill and Ellis to be transferred 
to the county of Johnson—read first time. as 
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Mr. Parker of T. moved suspension of the rule, and that ‘the 
bill be read second time—lost. 

Mr MéMillin introduced a bill to incorporate Live Oak 
Lodge No, 54 0f L O. O. F.—read first time. i 

Mr Ellison introdaced a bill to incorporate Caldwell Lodge 


‘No. 48. of E. O. O. F.—read first time. 


Mr Sayles introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of James 
C Early—read first time. i 

Mr Parsons intfoduced a bill to extend the time fòr” procen 
ring unconditional .headright certificates, where conditional 
certificates have heretofore issued—read first time. 

Mt Moore introduced a bill to amend the fourth section of 
an act to organize County Courts, passed March 16, 1848—read 
first time—rule suspended—read’ second time by caption and 
reterred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr Tylor offered the following resolution > 

Resolved, ‘What with the consent ot the Senate, the two 
Touses of the Legislature will adjourn on the first day of Feb- 
ruary next and assemble on the firat Monday in July next~ 
laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr Crosby introduced a bill supplemental to an act entitled 
an act relating to the Indians of Texas—read first time—rule 
suspended—read_ second time by caption, and referred to the 
committee on Indian affairs. l 

Mr Brown introdùced a bill to incorporate the University of 
Sairt Mary in the city of Galveston—read first time. 

Mr Stedman moved to proceed to the business on the 
Speaker's table and orders of the day—lost.. 

Mr Cleveland of Bexar, introduced a bill to provide for the 
registration of electors—read first time. 

Mr Woud introduced a bill.for the benefit of certain institu- 
tions of learning in the State— read first time. 

Mr Poag introduced a bill for the relief of J Douglass Brown, 
assignee of Jefferson McGrew—read first time. 

Mr Green introduced a bill for the relief of George B McKin- 
stry, a minor—read first time. l ; 

Mr Ardrey introduced a bill for the reliefof Jamer Perkins 
—read first time. 

Mr Williams of Lamar introduced a bill to incorporate the 
the town ot Paris—read first time. | 

Mr Parsons introduced a bil] more effectually to prevent fraud 
from being practiced by County or District Surveyors of this 
State, and officers of the General Land Office ia locatiun of 
land claims—read first time. 
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Mr Throckmorton introduced a bill making am appropriation 


for the payment of a portion of the second class debt of the late 
Republic of \Vexas—read first time. 


Mr Reeves offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the office of Messenger of the House of Rep- 
resentatives be abolished, and that the Assistant Dourkeeper be 


required to perform the duties of Messenger—laid on the table 
one day for consideration. 


mr McCown introduced a bill to re 
ead first time. , eo 

Mr West introduced a bill to re-organize the second Judicial 
District, and fix the time of holding Courts therein—read first 
time. 


Mr Ard#ey introduced a bill for the relief of EK O LeGrand 
—read first time. oo s 

Mr Cleveland of Bexar introduced a bill to define the fourth 
Judicial District, and to prescribe the time of holding Courts 
therein—read first time—rule suspended—read second time -by 
caption -and referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A message was reeéived from. the Senate informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills originating-in that 
body, viz: oo 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Rowe. 


gulate Mustang chases— 


serve of lands made by the act to provide for the conatruction 
of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad. 

Algo the passage of a bill (originating in the House) making 
an appropriation for the per diem pay and mileage ofthe menr 
bers of the Sixth Legislature, and the per diem pay of the 
| officers of ‘the same, with the following amendment; Amend 
by adding after dollars, in third line, “or so much thereot as 
may be ne essary.” l 

Mr Gai ites introduced a bill concerning the ascertaining, 
protecting and sale of the public lands of the State Texas — 
read first time. 


bi Mr’ White introduced a bill to incorporate the city of La- 
vaca—read first time. . 
Mr Melton offered the following resolution : SEE 

' Resolved, That the committee on Printing be required to 
‘procure a copy of the opinion of the Supreme Oonrt, delivered 
in Austin at the present term, in the case of Guitbeau vs. Mays 
and others, and procure the publication of the same in the 
“Tri-Weekly State Gazette,” at as early a time as practicable. 


_Mr Dixon moved to amend by adding 500 copies of said de- 
cision printed for the use of the House. : 


A bill for the relief of persons who had legal files in the re- 
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~~ MirGaineg moved to lay the resolution on the table—ost. 

. Mr Cleveland of Liberty moved the previous question, whieh 
motion being duly seconded, the main question was ordered to 
be put. 

7 The main question being upon the adoption of the resolution, 
the yeas and nays being demanded, the roll was culled and it 
appeared that there was. H6f-a quoram voting: 

Mr West moved to adjourn until tts morrow 10 o'clock, A. M. 
saost. poani 

On motion of Mr Stedman the Hoyse adjourned until 3 
o’clock, P. M. i , : 
¿ Pending, question on the adoption of the yesolption. 


3 v’cluek P. M. 
Honse met.pursuant to adjournment. * 
Mr Charlton, Speaker pro tem, in the chajr—roll called— 
po quorum present. os 
On motion of Mr Adrian a call of the Honse was ordered. 
On motion of Mr Moore the Sergeant at Arms wag dispatch. 
ed for abséntees. 2 : 
Mr Adiran moved thatthe names of absent members ho- en: 
tered-on the journals, except those excused —lost. 
Qn motion the House adjourned until to-morrow at half past 


- 9 o'clock A. M. 


z 


Pending, the question on the adoption of the resolntion re- 
lating to the printing of the decision of the Supreme Court iy 
ease of Guilbeau ys. Mays and others. 

mee Po 


Jlovse or REPRESENTATIVES, | 
= AUSTIN, January 2d, 1556. : 
_ House met pnrsnans to adjournment, and was called to ordet 
by Mr. Charlton Speaker pra tem—ral) ealled—quoram present 
The Journal of yesterday was pead and adopted, 
On motion of Mr King, Mr Bee was excused from attendance 
on the House until the Tth inst : 
On motion of Mr Ardrian, Mr Poag was excused on account 
pf sickness, ; 
PETITIONS. 
Mr McMillin presented the petition of Mary Langford for 
yelief—referred to the camuittee on private land clainss No, 3, 
Mr Richardson presented the petition of the Trustees of New- 
barn. male and iemale Acadgmy—referred to committee on 
Education. 
Mr Trigg presented the petition of A. J. Harrison for relief 
for the heirs of Wiltord L. Harrison—referred to committge on 
private land claims No. 1. 
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Mr Pettus presented the petition of Eli. Mitchell for relief—~ 
referred to committee on claims and accounts. "ee 
Mr Middleton presented the petition of Frederick Miller. for 
land-—referred. to committee on private land claims No. 1. - - 
Mr Runnels presented the petition.of Ambreos Dawthit, ‘or 
yellef—referred to the committee on private land claims No, 4. 
Mr Melton presented the.memorial of the citizens of Navarro 
connty, praying fora law providing a mode for determining 
forfeited or escheated lands in accordance with 13th Art. Sec. 
4th of the State Constitution—referred to Judiciary committee. 

Mr Ellison presented a petition for the relief of the heirs of 
I. roe Brown —referred to committee on private land claims 
No. 2. 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty, presented the petition of Wm. M. 
Spaulding for relief—referred to committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr Stedman chairman pro tem of the Judiciary committee, 
made the following reports : = 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred a Bill to 
be entitled an Act amendatory of an Act, entitled an Act to 
organize County Courts, approved March 16, 1848, have con- 
silered the same, and instructed me to report it back to the 
House, and recommend its passage, with the amendments 
herewith submitted. 

The Bill provides for laying off the State into a convenient 
mmber of Probate Districts, and for the election of Jndges 
therein, with such salaries as will secure the services of mén 
learned in the law. NoCourts in the State have cognizance of 
matters of so much interest and consequence as the Probate 
Courts, for the entire property of the country must at some 
time pass through them, and it is a matter of the first impor- 
tance that the vast and delicate interests committed to them, 
should be presided over by men of higl» legal and moral qual- 
lications. Jt is a notorious and lamentable fact, that the 
Chief Justices of most of the Counties of the State are wocully 
deficient in the qualifications which the. position demands, and 
many of them are not more distingnished for their integrity 
than their intellect, and it is well known that the business of, 
Probate Courts has hitherto been so managed as to produce little 
ese than a ruinous tax upon the estates of deceasca persons and 
minors, and a fruitful source of litigation for the District 
Courts. It may be objected that this Bill creates an additional 
annual draft of about $30,000 upon the public ee » put, 
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avhen it is considered that the fees of the Chief Justices amoùnt 
in the aggregate to perhaps more than donble that sum, and 
that those fees are paid by a tax upon the estates of widows 
and orpha s, while the salaries of those judicial officers who 
adjudicate litigations, and-frequently unmeritorions claims, are 
paid by the State—the objection cannot be seriously urged. 

It is. aloo thonght by your Committee, that the proposed 
change in the organization of the present County Courts will 
tend very greatly to the speedy settlement of deceased persons, 
estates, the business of which has heretofore been a source of 
much complaint to creditors, and to the persofs interested in 
the distribution. and a cause of epeculation with the funds of 
the estates, which should be speedily paid over and distributed 
as the law contemplates. ' ' 

In the view of the committee every consideration of economy, 
justice and policy concnr to recommend this bill to the favore 
ble consideration of the Legislature, and they cannot therefore 
tov strongly urge its adoption, Report received to came in its 
regular order, and one hundred copies (100) copies of the repon, 
Dill and amneudments ordered to be printed, 

Mr Throckmorton, chairman of the committee on Internal 
Improvements, made the following reports: - 

The committee on Titernal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill for the relief of pre-cinptionists within the Pacific 
Rail Road reserve, together with snndry memorials, and amend. 
ments, and a substitute for the bill and amendments, have mature 
ly considered the same. In the investigation of this subject the 
cominittee have edeavored to keep in -view the great interests of 
the State involved in the question of Internal linprovements, as 
well as the necessity and propriety of ‘doing something for the 
relief of the parties concerned. Yonr comniittee believe this can 
best be done by permitting those who have settled, upon vacant 
land within the reservation, since the act creating it, to Pold the 
same by paying to the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
fifty cents per acre for their lands upon obtaining the patents 
therefor, Alihengh this may appear at first as somewhat a 

hardship, yet in reality, it is not, as the party has three years from 
the time of making his survey, in which to pay for the land. 
In the meantime the State is gainer also, as the individual has 10 
pay tax upon the land from the time of the survey. Yonr conmilt 
tee hnve been induced to set a price upon this land for the rea 
son that it is absolutely necessary a precedent should be estah 
lished, which in some degree may tend to prevent that reckless 
squandering of the public damain which has characterize 
former Legislation, and at the same time act as a check upon th 
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| continued demands which have poured in upon the Legislature 
for relief : 
| «6 Tue chairman of the committee feels it to he a duty, which he 
| owes to the Communittee, to state that the bill as reported was 
armeed upon with the distinct anderstanding, that no farther 
preenotion privileges, were to be granted in the reservation, 
‘ynless 12 parsaance of some general law, whieh shall have for 
its object the sectiouizing and sale of the lands within the res- 
Fervation, and the proceeds arising therefrom ta be applied to 
E iiducational, or Internal Linprovement purposes, ar both, and in 
such event, the pre-emptor to pay a certain price for the land. 
The nndersigned feels it also due to the members ot the Housd 
of Representatives to make this statement, in order that evere 
gue may vate understandimaely: in regard fo the reasons any 
motives which operated npou the committee in inducing a 
| favora le renort upon the bill. 

The committee have therefore instructed me to, report the 
bill back to’ the [ouse with the accompanying amendments, 
marked l and 2, and respectfully recommend its passage, 

Amend. No, 1. To come in at the end of the 1st section 
“provided, that such persons as have failed from any cause to 
have their lands surveyed within eight mouths, shall have the 


the passage af this act,” 

Amend. No. 2. To come in at the end of section 2, “provi- 
ded that all pre-emptiouists who settled upon said reserve after 
the act of reservation took effect, shall be entitled to the quanti 
yot land to which they would have been entitled ander existing 
laws upon their paying to the Commissioner ofthe General Land 
Office fifty cents per acre for the lands to which they may be 
entitled under this act.” 

The committee on Internal Improvements to whom was re~ 
erred a Senate bill to permit the city of Houston to levy a 
secial tax for Rut Rowl purposes, hive daly considered the 
sane, The committee have instructed me to report the bill 
back to the Honse, and to respectfully recotpmend its passa ze. 

Mr Cleveland chairman of the committee on private land 
dams No, 2, made the following report: : 

The coumnittee on private land clams No. 2, to which was 
referred the petition of Bennet B. Crudanp, have examined the 
ume together with the testimony adduced and find that said 
petitioner emigrated to the Republic of Texas in 1839, a minor, 
Inder the age of 17 years ; that be rendered service asa volunteer 
iwainst the Indians in 1841; that although the evidence is not 
‘onclusive that he arrived at the age of 17 years previous to the . 


farther time of eight months to have the same surveyeu, after 
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ist day of January 1842, yet in consideration of hisactual ser. 
vice in the defence of the country, and continued residence iy 
the same, performing all the duties required of other young men, 
he ought to have a head-right of 320 acres of land, and havg 
therefore instructed me to report the accompanying bill 
and to recommend its passage—bill read first time. . 

Mr Shaw from the committee on private land claims No, 1, 
made the following report; l 

The committee on private land claims No. 1, to whom was 
referred the petition of J. 'T. O’Reily, have duty considered the 
same. The committee have instructed me to report back to the 
House the accompanying bill and recommend its passage—bill 
read first time.’ 

Mr Randolph chairman of the committee on claims and 
accounts, made the following report: 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of James Wall, have had the same under consider- 
ation, and I am instrneted by the committee to report the same 
back to the House, and to ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, 

-The c'aimant does not establish by proof independant of his 
own affidavit, the amount of services pe*formed by him and 
the proof is altogether too indefinite to establish his claim. 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re 
ferred the petition of John P. Powers, and Matison Haynie, 
lave considered the same. Petitioners say that a reward was 
offered by the Governor for the apprehension, etc., of Fleming 
M. Figard, that they accordingly apprehended said Figard, but 
that the prisoner was taken ont of their custody by. the author. 
ity of a writ of habeas corpus. The committee are infor ned 
that the prisoner made his escape, and was not released by 
said writ, and furthermore, they do not believe the State liable 
to petitioners for any suin unless they liad delivered the prisunet 
in accordance with the proclamation of the Governor. Lam 
instructed to report said petition back, and recommend indef: 
nite postponement. ` 

Mr Dalrymple, one of the committee on county and county 
boundaries, to whom was referred the following Senate bills 
reported the same back to the House, and recommended their 

passage: . 

A bill to create the county of Atascosa. | 
A bill changing the boundaries of the counties of Calhout 

Victoria and Refugio, 

A bili tọ create the county of Erath. oo 

A bill more’partieularly defining the Eastern boundary °? 
Bastrop county. 


l 
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A bill to be entitled an act creating the county of Wise. 

* Mr Locke, one of the committee on Engrossed Lilis, made 
the tullowing report: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill, to 
tbe entitled an act supplementary to an act to change the sixth 
and ninth Judicial Distrjcts, and define the time of holding 
courts therein, and find the game correctly engrossed. 


BILLS. AND RESOLUTIONS. 


M r Hale introduced a bil! for the relief of claimants of cer- 
tain land titles—read first time, rule suspended, read second 
time by caption, and referre ı to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Smith of Harrison, offered the following resolution : 

Resvlved, That each mid every, member who does not answer 
to his name when the roll is called, shall be considered an ab- 
sentee, and his name shall be entered on the journals as such, 
unless he be excused by the House. 

Heselved further, Y hat the House hereafter meetat 9 o’clock, 
A.M, and adjourn at 12, and meet aguin at2 o’clock, P. M., 
Jaid on the table one day fur consideration. 

Mr McClanahan introduced a bill to prohibit the sale of spir- 
itnous liquors, or cider of any kind, within three miles of the 
town of Parksville, Anderson county—r ead first time, rule sus- 
pended, read second time by caption, and referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty, introduced a bill for the relief of 
William Long,—read first time, rule suspended, read second 
time by caption, and referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims, No. 2. - ` 

By leave, Mr Dickson, one of the committee on Private Land 
Olaiinsy No, 2, to whom was referred the petitions of Johan 
McKnight, and Michael Reed, reported bills for their relief 
which were severally read tirst time. 

Mr McCown introduced a joint resolution, authorizing the 
Governor to exchange with the general Government, the mus- 
kets now due the State, for Mississippi rifles or Colt’s revolvers 
—read tist time, 

Mr Junker introduced a bill for the relief of W. D. Lang: 
ham—read first time, also 

A bill for the relief of Warren B. Goodwin—read first time. 

Mr Melton iatroduced a bill for the relief of Ruth McFad- 
den—read first time. 

Mr Ellison introduced a bill to amend an act, entitled an act 
loregulate the license of practicing attorneys, "and practice of 
attorneys, and counsellors at law—read first time. 
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Mr Ardrey irsini a bill for the relief of R. B. Rusge]}— 
read first time. ° 

On motion of Mr Gay, the ITonse proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speakers table, and orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A resolution relative to the printing of the deeision of the 
Supreme Court, in the case of Gilbean vs. Mays, et. al, being 
before the ILuuse, the vote ordering the main question was re- 
considered. 

The amendment offered by Mr Dickson, being then before 
the House, Mr Hale offered the following amendment to tho 
amendment: Amend by adding, “and the case of Clay vs, 
Holbert,” delivered at Galveston “at the last spring term—lost, 

Mr West offered the follow ing amendment to the amendment: 
and also in the case of Hamilton vs. Rice, et.al. 

Mr Stedman moved to Jay the resulution and amendment on 
the table—lost. 

Question being npon the adoption of the amendment to the 
amendment, the same was put and lost. 

Mr Locke moved the previous question, which motion being 
duly seconded, the main question was ordered to be put. 

The main question being upon the adoption of the resolution, 
the yeas and nays being demanded, the vote stood as follows: 

Yras— Messrs. Ardrey, Arnold, Brow n, Cleveland of Bexar, 
wag ore Liberty, Danecy, Devereanx, Ector, Bllison, Eran- 

e, Gay, Hale, Hooker. Junker , King, Lathani, Lawhon, Locke, 
None af I., McClan: aus McMillin, Melton, Middleton, 
Moore, Par ker of A., Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, 
Runners, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Smith of Newton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, 
White and Wood, 41. 

Navs—Mesars. Adrian, Askew, Bonner, Busby, Crabb, Oros: 
by, Dalrymple, Davis, Dickson, Dougherty, Gaines, Green, 
Kittrell, McCown, Parker of T, Reeves, Richardson, Sherwood, 
Stedman, Stout, fe ‘Tompkins, West, Williams of Lamar, 
Williams of San Anvustine and Worsham, 26. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr McMillin, rule was suspended, and the 
following taken up, read secund time, and referred to the com- 
n.ittee on the Judiciar Vs viz: 

A bill defining the counties composing the third Judicial Dis- 
trict, and the time of holding courts therein. 

A bill to reorganize, the second Judicial District. 

On motion of Mr Stedman, rule suspended and bill to au- 
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thorize and regulate county and corporation subscriptions ’for 
Railroad stock, and to provide for the levy of a tax to support 
and discharge the same, taken vp, read second time and referred 
to the committee on Internal Improvements. i 

Mr Pettus, (by leave.) introduced a bill for the relief of pre- 
emptionists—read first time. rule suspended, read second time, 
by caption,and referred to the committee on Publie Lands. 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton, the rale was suspended, and 
the ILouse proceded-to take up bills on theirsecond reading. 

On motion of Mr Stedman, a resolution relative to the ad- 
journment of the Legislature was taken from the table. 
©- Mr Davis moved to lay the resolntion on the table. 

Ou motion of Mr Latham, a call, of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr Wood, call suspended. 

Que tion being upon laying the resolution on the table, the 
yeas and nays being demanded, the [louse refused to lay the 
same on the table, by the following vote: 

Yvas—Alessrs. Adrian, Arnold, Cleveland of Bexar, Cleve- 
jand of Liberty, Dancy, Davis, Dougherty, Latham, Martin of 
H, McCown, Moore, Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Rich- 
ardson, Runnels. Shaw, Sherwood. Smith of Newtun, Stout, 
Throckmorton, Tompkins, Wood and Worsham. 25. 

Navs—Messrs. Ardrev. Askew, Bonner, Brown, Busby, 
Charlton, Crabb, Crosby, Dalrymple, Devereaux, Dickson, Ec- 


King, Kittrell, Lawhoa, Locke. McClanahan, McMillin, Mel- 
ton, Middleton, Parker of A, Parker of T, Reeves, Rushing, 
Sayles, Selman, Smith of Harris, Smith of Tarrison, Stedman, 
Taylor, Trigg, West, White. and Williams of L, 41. 

Mr Brown offered the following amendment: Strike ont 
“Ist day of February,” and insert “Ist Monday in February,” 
strike ow “July,” and insert “June.” 

Mr Sted nan moved to lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr Cleveland of Bexar, called for a division of the question. 

Question being upon laving on the table that part of the 
amendment proposing to strike ont “Ist day of February,” and 
insert “Ist Monday in February,”—the same was put, and 
carried. . 

Question then being upon laying the other part of the amend- 
ment on the table—the same was put and carried. 

Mr Wood offered the following substitute for the resolution s 

Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, the two 
Honses of the Legislature will adjourn on the 10th day of 
February next, sine die. l 
Mr Green moved to lay the substitute on the table. 
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Mr Cleveland of Liberty, moved to lay the resolution and 
substitute on the table until the 16th Febraary next, 
The substitute was then laid on the table. 
Mr Busby moved to postpone the resolution for two weeks, 
On motion, the House adjourned untii 8 o’clook, P. M. 
Pending—Mr Busby’s mation to postpone the resolution for 
two weeks, 
' 8 O’Crocr, P. M. 
House met pursuant to adjonrnment—roll called—-quorum 
present-— Mr Charlton, Speaker pro-tem, inthe ehair. 
On motion of Mr Brown, Mr West was excused from at- 
tendance on the House for this day. . l 
The motion of Mr Busvy, to postpone for two weeks, the res- 


olution relative to the adjournment of the Legislature, being 


before the House, the question thereon was put and lost. 

Mr Adrian moved to postpone the resolution until the fourth 
Monday in this month; the yeas and nays being demanded, the 
vote was as follows: 

Yeras—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, Busby, 
Charlton, Crosby, Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, 
Dalrymple, Dancy, Davis, Dougherty, Ellison, Gaines, Gay, 
Kittrell, Latham, Martin of H, McClanahan, McCown, MeMil- 
lin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Nickels, Parsons, Pettus, Pol- 
lock, Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, Sherwood, Shaw, Smith 
of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stout, Tarlton, Throckmorton, 
Tompkins, Wood, and Worsham, 42. 

Nays— Messrs. Askew, Bonner, Grabb, Devereanx, Dicksan 
Ector, Francis, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Lawhen, 
locke, Parker of A, Parker of T, Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, 
Selman, Stedman, Taylor, Trigg, Williams of Lamar, Wir 
liams, of San Augustine, 25. 

So the resolution was postponed until the fourth Monday in 
his month. 

The tollowing bills were then taken up, read second time, 
and referred as fellows: 

To the committee on the Judiciary; A bill to authorize the 
County Court of Karnes coanty, to have the records uf the 
county transcribed. 

To the committee on State affairs: A bill to incorporate the 
town of Texana. l 

On motion of Mr Reeves, the resolution abolishing the office 
of Messenger, and requiring the assistant door-keeper to per- 
form the duties of said office, was taken from the table and 
adopted. 

The following bills were read second time, and referred to 
the Judiciary committee: 
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A bill torepeal the latter clause of section 1, ofan act regu- 
lating appeals to the Supreme Court, in criminal eases. » 

A hill to incorporate Cartmell Lodge, No. 39, I, O. of OQ. F. 

A bill to legalize surveys made in Hunt county, by John 
Granger, between the 1st day of August, 1851 and 1852. - 

A bill to punish fraud and embezzlement in executors, ad- 
ministrators, and guardians. 

A bill to organize Justices’ Courts, and to define the powers 
and jurisdiction of the same. i 

A bill amendatory of an act regulating procedings in the 
District Courts. 

A bill to amend the 4th section of an act to organize Justi- 
ces’ Courts, and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the 
same. 

A bill amendatory of an act, entitled an act concerning ju- 
ries, approved, February 16th, 1852. 

A bill in further addition to an act concerning crimes and 
punishments, approved March 20th, 1848. 

A bill exempting certain property therein mentioned from 
execution, and repealing an act passed by the Congress of the 
Republic of Texas, January 26th, 1839, entitled an act to ex- 
empt certain property therein named from execution. 

A bill to amend the 14th section of an act regulating pro- 
ceedings in the District Court, May 16th. 1846. 

The tollowing bills were read second time, and referred to the 
committee on Internal Improvements: ` 

A bill to incorporate the Austin Artesian Well company. 

A bill to create and incorporate the Henderson, Texas, Rail- 
road company. 

A bill to incorporate the Henderson and Louisiana Railroad 
company. an 

The following bills were read second time, and referred to the 
committee on Slaves and Slavery: ` 

A joint resolution relating to the insecurity of slave prop- 
erty. 

A bill to amend the 9th section of an act, entitled an act con- 
cerning free persons of color, approved February 5th, 1840. 

A bill to permit certain persons of color, to remain in the 
county of Harrison two years after the suit, new pending in 
said county, shall have been determined, provided the suit is 
decided in their favor. 

A bill amendatory ofan act, entitled an act to amend the 6th 
section of an act, entitied an: act concerning slaves, approved 
bth February, 1840, and December 3d, 1850. 

The following bills were read second time, and referred. to 
committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2: "OR 
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A bill for the relief of Helena Eglinger. TR 

A bill for the relief of James R. Tanner, or assignee’. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joshua Barstow, dec d, 

A bill for the relief of Charles Linny. 

A bill for the relief of Edward Teal, Senr, 

A bill for the relief of Malinda Morris, or assigns or assignees. 

The following bills were read second time, and referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1: 

AA bill for the relief of the heirs of Benjamin Beeson; decd. 

A bill for the relief-of the heirs of George Wagoner, dec’d, 

The following bills were read second time, and referred to 
the committee on Finance: 

A bill to amend an act, entitled an act to provide for thie as- 
sessment and collection of taxes. 

A joint resolution for the relief of J. S. Gillett. 

The following bill was read second time, and referred to the 
committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, viz: 

A bill granting Hénry B. Force certain privileges. 

The following bill was read second time, and referred to the 
committee on Federal Relations: 

A joint resolution expressing the sense of the Legislature as 
tothe negiect of the United States to provide national works 
on the coast, and frontier of Texas. 

The following bills were read second time, and referred to 
the committee on Public Debt: 

A bill to authorize the auditing of certain clai ms therein 
named. 

A joint resolution relative to the Public Debt of Texas. 

A bill for the relief of John Birth. 

A bill for the relief of William Alley. 

A joint resolution relative to the Public Debt Act passed by 
Congress. 

The following bills were read second time, and referred to 
the committee on State Affairs : 

A bill to incorporate Dallas Lodge, No. 44, 1. O. of O. F. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Waco. 

A bill to amend an act, entitled an act to incorporate the 
town of Columbus , approved February 8th, 1854. 

A bill supplementar y to an act incorporating the Lavaca 
Navigation company, 

A bill making donations to certain seaport towns for hospital 
purposes. 

A bill to declare the name of, and to legitimate Amanda 
Matilda, daughter of Eliza R. Spreecher. 

A bill to prevent the sale uf intoxicating liquors, within five 
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milas of the town of Henderson excepting for medicinal, me- 
chanical or sacramental purposes. 

A bill to repeal the 6th section of an act, entitled: an ` “wet to 
incorporate the town of Liberty. 

‘The following bills were read: scot time, and referred o 
the committee.on. Education. 

A bill te incorporate Waco Female Academy, 

A bill to incorporate Jamestown Academy. - 

‘A bill to incorporate the Richmond Masonic Hall association, 
in Fort Bend county. - . 


The following bill was read second time, ‘ahd referred to the 
committee a Public Debt. 

A bill to place the creditors of the late Republic.of Texas, 
accepting act of 1848, on the same footing as those who have 
refused te aecept: the same. ' 


The folowing bills were read second time, and referred to 
the committee on Pablie Lands: 

A bill prohibiting the commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice issuing patents to the Texian Emigration and Land com- 
pany, for lands lying in Peter’s colony. 

A bill to dispose by entry, sule, survey and potent of small 
tracts of public domain, consisting uf not exceeding 160 acres 
each confined on all or at least two sides, by preceding lines of 
other surveys or grants, 


A bill re linguishing the right of the State to claimants to 
certain lands near Matagorda “Pass. 


A bill to create the new Land Bistrict out uf me terr toy 
comprised within the county of Karnes. . 

The following bills werelaid on the table, viz: ' : 
Joint resolution reļative, tò the adjournment ‘of the Legis- 
ature. 


A bill to define the time of holding the Courts in the Sth Ju- 
diciai District of the State of Texas. 

The following bills were read second time, and or "dered to. js 
engrossed z 

A bill to-anthorize the County Court of N neces ‘county te 
levy a special tax for certain purposes, ` 

-A bill anthorizing the County Gourt of Bell county tolevy a 
special tax for two years. 

The following bill was read seeond time, and referred to 
the com mittee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries + 

A bill to authorize; aid require County Courts to regulats 
and protect ponds end to eause the same to oes in good 
repais, 


The following-bi was read second time, and ordered w be, 
engrossed : 
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A bill to antherize the County Court of Milam connty to 
levy a tax for certain purposes, E 

The following bills were read secend time, and ordered to be 
engrossed, rule suspended, read third time and passed: . 

A biil to remove the land office of the Milam Land District, 
from Cameron in Milam county, to Belten in Bell county. 

A bill to establish the Western boundary line of Tyler 
county. 

On motion of Mr Nickels, rule suspended, and a Senate bill 
for the relief of J. N. Taylor taken up, and passed to a third 
reading—bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Gay, a bill to change the name of Julin 
YV. Cook, to that of Richard V. Cook taken up—read third timé 
and passed. : 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill (originating in the House) sup- 
plementary to an act to change the 6th and 9th Judicial Dis- 
tricts and to define the time of holding conrts therein—also, of 
the passage of the following bills (originating in the Senate.) 

A bill to incorporate the Houston Lyceum. 

A, bill for the relief of pre-emptors. 

< motion, the House adjourned until to morrow, 11 o’clock 
A. 


Hovst or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, January 3d, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment, and was called to order 
by the Hon. N. B. Charlton, Speaker pro tem—roll called 
—quorum present. 

Mr Taylor moved that the names of absentees be entered on 
the Journals—tlost. 

On motion of Mr Davis, the vote adopting the resolution 
abolishing the office of Messenger was reconsidered. 

l PETITIONS. 

Mr King presented the petition of the heirs of George W. 
Nichols for relief—referred to the committee on claims and at 
counts. 

Mr Selman presented the petition of Benjaman Sills and oth- 
ers tor relief—referred to the committee on private land claims 
No. 1. 

Mr Moore presented the petition of L. G. McGoughy, Elija 
Green, and H. W. Bendy for relief—referred to the com 
mittee on private land claims No, 2. l 

Mr Trigg presented the petition of Peter F. Houston for lan 
-~Teferred to the committee on private land claims No. 2. 
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Mr Pollock presented the petition of Rubin Crawford pray- 
ing a relief—referred to the committee on private land claims 
No. 2. : 

Mr Throckmorton presented the petition of Jacob Long for 
pay for services as keeper of the Capitol—-referred to the com- 
mittee on claims and accounts. 

On motion of Mr Moore, rule was suspended and a bill to 
incorporate the town of Linden, Cass county, taken up read 3d 
time and adopted. 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton, the rule was suspended and 
House proceeded to take up the business on the Speaker’s table 
and orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The following bills were read 2d time and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary: 

A bill to provide books for the use of the Supreme Court. 

A bill for the relief of Felix G. Stanley. 

A bill to raise the jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace to 
$500,00. E i 

A bill more effectualy to prevent fraud from being practiced 
by County and District Surveyors of this State, and officers of 
the General Land Office on the Tocation of land claims. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Paris. 

A bill for the relief of J. Douglass Brown, assignee of Jeffer- 
son McGrew. 

A bill to provide for the registration of electors. 

A bill to extend the time for procuring unconditional certifi- 
cates where conditional certificates have issued. 

A bill to authorize and require certain suits pending in the 
counties of Hill, and Ellis, to be transfered to the county of 
Johnson, l 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to regulate the license 
of practicing attorneys and practicing of attorneys and councel- 
lors at law. 

A bill to amend the Lith section of an act, entitled an act to 
organize county courts. 

A bill to amend the 3d section of an act, entitled an act to 
legalize certain marriages, to provide for the celebration of mar- 
rages and for other purposes, passed June 5th 1837. 

A bill to change the names of Margaret Catharine Burk and 
Emily Jane Burk, to that of Margaret Catharine Moore, and 
Emily Jane Clark. 

A bill requiring the Chief Justices of the several counties of 
this State to perform certain duties therein named. 


A bill to authorize the clérk of the District court of Dallas 


county to transcribe certain records. 
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A bil: fo ereate the [Sth Judicial District, to define the time 
for holding the courts in the same, aud to provide for the election 
of District Judge, and a District Attorney for said 18th Juci- 
cial District. 

The following bitis were read 2d time id referred to the 
committee on State affairs: 

A bill to incorporate Eivo Oak Lodge No. 54, of the L. 0. 
O. F. 

A bill to incorporate ‘enw Lodge No. 48, of os I. Q. 
O. F. 

A biil for the relief of George, B. McKinstry a minor. 

A bill to regulate Mustang chases. 

A bill to incorporate the ety of Lavaca. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Gas company. 

A joint resolution authorizing the Governor to exchange with 
the General Government the muskets now due the State for 
Mississippi rifles and Colts revolvers. 

“Fhe following bills were read 2d time and referred to the 
the committee on private land claims No. 2. 

A bill for the relief of R. B. Rassel. 

A bill for the relief of James Perkins, 

A bill for the relief of E. O. Legrand. 

A bill for the relief of John Moody. 

- A bill for the relief of Walker D. Langham. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of isabel Ceiders dee’d. . 

The following bills were read 2d time and referred to the 
committee on private land claims Noe, 1. > 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James C. Early 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Ruth Mekadden. 

A bill for the relief of Warren B. Goodwin, 

The following bills were read 2d time and referred to the 
committee on Education: 

A bill to incorporate the University of St. Mary in the city of 
Galveston. 

A bill for the benefit of certain Institutions of learning. 

The following bills were read second time, and referred te 
committee ou Internal J mprovements: 

A bill for the relief of settlers within the limits of the Missis- 
sippi and Pacific Rail Road Reserve, who had settled on appro- 
priated lands unintenticenally. 

A bill to provide for the construetion of the Mississippi and 
Pacific Rail Road. 

The following bills were read second time, and referred to 
committee on military affairs ; 

A bill to raise volunteers for the protection of the frontier. 
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A bill to incorporate the Lone Star military company, of Gal- 
veston. , es l 

'The following bill was read second time, and referred to com- 
mittee on Federal Relations: 

A bill making Corpus Christi a -port of entry. ; 

Fhe following bills were read second time, and referred to com- 
mittee on roads, bridges, and ferries. 

A bill granting toll privileges to Matthew Worell, for building 
a bridge on the Navasota River. . : 

Á bill to amend the 6th Section of an act to incorporate the 
Dallas bridge and causeway company. 

The following bill was read second time, and referred to com- 
_ mittee on public debt: 

A bill making an appropriation for the payment of a portion 
of the second class debt, of the late Republic of Texas. 

The following bill was read second time, and referred to com- 
mittee on claims and accounts : 

A bili for the relief of the heirs of Stephen Z. Hoyle. 

The following bill was read second time, and referred to com- 
mittee on county and county boundaries : l 

A bill to provide for the removal of county seats of justice. 

The followiag bills were read second time, and referred to com- 
mittee on public lands : 

An act concerning the ascertaining, protecting, and sale of the 
public lands, of the State of Texas. _ . 

A bill to grant bounty land to the soldiers who entered the 
service of the Republic of Texas since the 4th of December, 
1837, oe 

The following bill was laid on the table: | 

A billto authorize the clerk of the county court of Bastrop 
to have transcribed record book A. 

‘he following bilis were read second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A bill to amend the 5th and 12th sections of an act regulating 
estiays, and to repeal the 14th section of the same. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Rusk. 

On motion of Mr, Randolph, the vote referring a joint resolu- 
tion making Corpus Christi a port of entry was reconsidered, 
and the same ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr White (by leave) intraduced a bill for the adjustment and 
final settlement of the debt of the late Republic of Texas; read 
first time; rule suspended, read second time by caption, and re— 
ferred to committee on‘pnblic debt. 


On motion of Mr Smith of Harris, 200 copies ordered to be 


printed. 


"m 


kat 


+ t 
` 
eA E E n e OR ANT E OAA e 


n uneren e 


T 
2 -raan 


=o ee an 


. 
n AOO F col seine) dentine eign on 
ake 


ll 


304 


The following bills were read third time, and passed. 

A bill to provide for the erection and furnishing afire proof 
bnilding, to be used as a General Land Office; for the State of 
Texas. 

A bill authorizing Archibald F. Leonard to erect a mill on 
and construct a dam across the West fork of Trinity River. ~ 

A bill for the relief of the heirs, assignees, and vendees, of 
William F. Allen, deceased. 

A bill requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to perform certain duties therein named. ~ 

A bill for the relief of George W. Shelton. : 

A bill authorismg the assessor and collector of Tarrant county 
to collect the taxes now assessed in the former territory of Tar- 
rant County (now Parker county) and pay overthe same to the 
county treasurer of said Parker county. 

A bill for the relief of James W. Taylor. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of William P. King, 
deceased. . 

By leave, Mr Polloek, chairman of the committee on Con- 
tingent Expenses, made the following report: 

Your committee on Contingent Expenses, to whom was re- 
ferred a resolution requiring said committee to enquire into 
the manner in which the employees and porters of the House 
discharge their duties, and whether there is a necessity for con- 
tinuing the clerkships to such standing committees as now hare 
them in their employ, have had the same under consideration, 
and find that in their opinion the employment of cierks, by 
any of the standing committees of the House are unnecessary, 
and that the employment of the clerks, by said committees, is a 


useless expense upon the State that may well be dispensed . 


with. Said committee therefore instruct me to report the ac- 
companying resolution back to the Honse, and recommend its 
adoption. i È 

As to that portion of the resolution instructing said commit- 
tee to enquire into the manner in which the employees and 
porters discharge their duties, your committee are of opinion 
that such enquiry is properly the duty of the Speaker of the 
House, and therefore instruct me to report the same back to the 
House, and ask to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the same. 

Resolved, That all ef the clerks now in the employ of the 
standing committees ef this House be, and they are hereby 
discharged, and that each of said clerks be allowed the snm of 
dollars per day, for the time they have been in the employ- 
mont of said committee. 


| emery 


805 


A bill making an appropriation for the per deem pay and 
mileage of the members of the 6th Legislature, and the per 
diem pay of the officers of thesame, with an amendment from 
the Senate taken ‘up, and amendment concurred in. 

Mr Ardrey, by leave, introduced a bill making provisions 
for the arrest and trial of certain offendcrs—read first time, rule 


apecial committee. . 

By leave, Mr Stedman, chairman pro tem, of the committee 
on the Judiciary, to whom were referred the tollowing Senate 
bills: | 

A bill to provide for jury trials in the corporation courts of 
the various town and city corporations in this State. 

A bill to repeal an act to provide for the issuing of bounty 
and donation land warrants, to persons entitled to the same. 

A billsupplementary to the act of March 13th, 1848, enti- 
tled an act better defining the marital rights of parties—re- 
ported the same back to the House, and recommended their 
passage. 

Mr Stedman, chairman pro tem, of the Judiciary committee, 
made the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill from the Senate, entitled an act for the relief of the heirs 
and assignees of Thomas Williams, have unanimously instruct- 
ed me to report the same back to the House, and recommend 
its passage. 

The bill embraces a league of land, granted by the Govern- 
ment of Mexico to Thomas Williams in the year 1829, and 
proposes to confirm the title thereof, to his heirs and assignees. 
The records of the General Land Offiee show that the grant is a 
valid and genuine one. The proof shows that the grantee went 
into possession of the land about the date of the grant, and that 
he and those claiming under him have made valuable and per- 
manent improvements on it, and have continuously oceupied 
and cultivated it from that time until the present, and the only 
difficulty in the way of the title, isa doubt whether or no} 
the land is within the twenty frontier leagues. 

The proof further shows that the grantee was one of the ear- 
lest settlers of the country, and one of its most valuable citizens 
and daring defenders, ata day when stout hearts and strong 
arms were demanded by the exigencies of the times; that he 
tnd his wife died upon the land at very advanced age, and 
their remains stil! repose there. 

The proof shows further, that he never obtained any other 
land, either from the Governor of Mexico, Coatitild and Texas, 
pi 


suspended, read second time by caption, and referred to a | 
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or Texas, and that his heirs have covered the kinds:with ‘génu- 
‘ine land’ claims for the protection of. the title of their ancestor. 
., As the rights of no third person are involved, and no donation 
but an act of simple justice is ‘asked at the hands of the Legis. 
latte, the committee respectfully ask the passage of the bill. 

The same committee, to whom was referred an act to incor- 
porate the: town of Helena, Karnes county, reported the same 
back fo the Honse, and asked its reference to the committee on 
State affairs—rule suspended, report adopted and bill referred to 
the cornmittee on State affairs, ss, ee 

By leave, Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on Roads, 
Bridges and Ferries, to whom were referred the following Sen- 
ate bills, reported the same Daek to the Honse, aud recommend. 

-ed their passage: 

_A bill to incorporate the Austin City Bridge company. 

A bill authonzing Wm, M. Lee and others, to constructa 
bridge aeross the East folk of Trinity ‘river at or near Lee’ 
ferry. 

A bill authoriziug Glover Wells to construct a bridge across 
the Bast fork of the Trinity river. 

Also, reported back to the House a bill amendatory of an act 
authorizing and requiring the County Courts to regulate roads, 
appoint overseers, &c., approved February 4th, 1854, aud recom- 
mended its passage, with the following amendment : 

“At the end of seetion 5th add, “and that all delinquents, who 
fail to help open a road as required by this act, shall be liable to 
the same fines and penalties as delinquents in other cases for 
failure to work roads,” 

Also. reported back to the House a bill to authorize and re 
quire the County Court of Brazoria county, to establish, discon- 
tinue and regulate public and private roads in said county, and 
to cause public roads and bridges to be constructed and kept in 
good repair, and recommended its passage. = 

Mr Dancy, by leave, introduced. a bill supplementary to an 
act to incorporate the town of La Grange—read first time, rule 
suspended, read second time by caption, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Sayles, rule suspended, and a bill to at- 
thorize and require the County Court of Brazoria county to ee 
tablish. discontinue, and regulate public and private roads, &c. 
taken up, rule further suspended, read second time by caption, 
and ordered to be engrossed ; rule further suspended, read third 
‘time and passed. 

The followiug Senate bills were then read first time, rule sus 
pended, read second time by caption, and referred to the com 
mittee on Public Lands, viz: 


OOF 


fh ‘bilf for the relief of persons who had legal-fites in the re 
serve of- tands: made by the act to provide ‘for ‘the construction 
of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad, : 

A bill for the relief of pre-emptors. 

“The following Senate bill read first time, rule suspended, ci 
second time. by ¢ caption, and referred to the committee-on Edu- 
eation : 

A bill to incorporate the Hoiste Lycewm. 

The following Senate bill read first time, rule suspended, read 
second time by caption, and referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts: i 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Rowe. 

On motion of Mr Dickson, rule suspended, and Senate bil to 
re-organize the 8th Judicial District, and define the time of hold- 
ing courts therein, with- the report of the committee on the Ju- 
diciary, recommending the passage of the same, with amend- 
ments, taken up, and amendments concurred in, and bill passed 
to & third reading, rule further suspended, bill as ‘amended read 
third time and DS 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of tbe following bills originating therein : 

A bill to define the 13th Judicial District, andthe time of 
holding courts therein. 

A bill for the relief of S. A. Miller, assignee of David 
Spears. 

A bill to incorporate Margaret Houston Female College. 

A bill to amend the first, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, 
and fifteenth sections of an act, entitled an act to incorporale 
Chappell EDIL College approved Tth Febraary, 1850. 
| Abill to phovide for the geological examination of the State 

of Texas. 

The following Senate bills were taken up, read third time 
and passed, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize agents and attorneys 
at law to make affidavits in certain cases, 

A bill for the relief of Harrison connty. 

A bill granting the consent of the S State of Texas; to the Uni- 
ted States to construct break waters, jettys, dains and other im- 
provements on the coast of Texas. 

A bill to authorize the Clerk of the District Court of Wash- 
ington county, to transcribe certain records therein named. 

A Senate bill to incorporate the Texas and New Orleans Tele- 
graph company was read third time and passed by a two-thirds 
yote, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, 


r Sn 


L sraa 


£ 308 


Brown, Busby, Chariton, Cleveland ot B., Cleveland of L. 
Crabb, Dalrymple, Dancy, Davis, Dickson, Dougherty Ector 
Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hále, Hooker, Junker, King, 
Kittrel, Latham, Locke, McClanahan, Melton, Middleton, Moore, 
Nickles, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Randolph, 
Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, 
Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of New- 
ton, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, 
Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, White, Wood and Worsham, 62. 

Nays—Messrs. Lawhon, McMillin and Williams of-San Au- 
gustine, 3. - 
| Mr Parsons moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock P. M.—lost. 

Mr Sayles moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock, te-morrow 
morning. 

T'he yeas and nays being demanded, the House adjourned by 
the following vote: 

Yuss—Messrs, Arnold, Bonner, Cleveland of B., Cleveland 
of L., Crabb, Dancy, Davis; Dickson, Ector, Green, Junker, 
Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of H., McClanahan, McMil- 
lin, Merrick, Middleton, Nickels, Parker ot T., Randolph, Rich- 
ardson, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, 
Stedman, Sullivan, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, White 
and Williams of San Augustine, 36. 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Brown Busby, Charl- 
ton, Dalrymple, Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Hale, 
Hooker, King, Locke, Melton, Moore, Parker of A, Parsons, 
Pettus, Poag, Reeves. Runnels, Selman. Smith of Newton, 
Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Williams of Lamar and 


Wood, 31. 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, January 4th, 1856. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr Trueheart presented the petition of Gregoria Soto for 
relief—referred to the committee on private land claims No. 2. 

Mr Cleveland of Bexar, presented the petition of Jose Maria 
Agapita Montes, for relief—referred to the committee on private 
land claims No. 2 

Mr Kittrell presented the petition of sundry citizens of Grimes 
and Madison counties, relating te the establishment of the line 
between those counties—reterred to the committee on counties 
and county boundaries. 
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Mr McMillin presented the. petition of Squire Haggard for 
relief—refered to the committee on private land claims No. 2. 

Mr Busby presented the Memorial of the citizens of Falls 
county for relief—referred to the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, 

Mr Merrick presented the petition of W. G. Cannon for re- 
- hief—referred to the committee on private land claims No. 2, 

Mr Parker of Tarrant, presented the petition of Amanda Fre- 
man for relief—referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr Waelder presented the petition of Jose Antonio Dorotio 
Montes for relief—referred to the committee on private land 
claims No. 2. 

Mr Brown presented the petition of Dr. Wm. M. Sheperd 
for relief —referred to the committee on public debt. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, Mr. West was excused from atten- 
dance on the House on account of sickness. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr Smith of Harris, chairman of the committee on public 
debt made the following reports : 

The committee on public debt, to whom was reterred a bill 
(from Senate) for the relief of Ira B. Demint, having had the 
same under consideration, instruct me to report it back to the 
House and to recommend its passage. 

Also, the petition of J. W Scott, for relief, have instructed me 
to report the accompanying bill and recommend its passage— 
read first time, 

Mr Ardrey one of the committee on State Affairs, made the 
following report. 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of New Salem, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed 
me to report same back to the House with the following amend- 
ment and to recommend its passage. Amend section 7th by 
striking out the following words in second section “and shall 
be exempt from any other road duly in said county.” 

Add the following proviso to 9th section. 

Provided he execute a bond such as is required of Justices of 
the Peace. ea 

Mr Kittrell chairman of the committee on Education, report- 
ed back to the House, the following Senate bills, and recomend 
their passage viz: 


A bill authorizing and requiring the Treasurer to transfer the ` 


specie in the Treasury belonging to the School fund &c. 


A bill to be entitled an act to establish and incorporate alite- 


tary Institution under the supervision and control of the Eas- 
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tern Texas annual Confererice, located at or near the town of 
Gilmer Upshur county. 2 5 . 

A bill to incorporate Larrissa College. l 

A bill supplementary to an act to establish and incorporate 
the College of DeKalb, approved 26th January 1839. 

Also reported back the following House bills and recommend 
their passage, o - 

A bill to be entitled an act to'iIncorporate the Waco Female. 
Academy. ae z 

A bill tø incorporate James Town Academy, 

Mr Kitwell chairman of the committee on Education, made 
the following report: . | 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of the county court of Comal county, having had the same 
under consideration, instruct me to report, that they are opposed 
to the first proposition contained in said petition (namely,) the 
loaning at interest of the School fund to the counties of the 
State for purposes of county imprevements ; they deem this mode 
of investment unsafe and attended with a risk incompatible with 
the tne and legitimate object of sad fund. "hey therefore ask 
to be discharged from the turther ecnsideration of that branch 
of the petition. 

The committee further have instructed me to say, that the 
second subject embraced in said petition, they-deem oue of great 
interest, and which demands som elegislative action; your com- 
mittee have never been able to comprehend the wisdom or ne- 
eessity of tying up the School lands for twenty years by a con- 
Stitntional inhibition, thereby depriving the present generation 
of their advantage and preventing the increase in the value of- 
those lands which would no doubt result from a different policy. 

‘They believe that the ad vantage to be derived from bringing 
a portion at least of the School lands into market, Would be so 
great as to justify a change inthe constitution whereby that ob 
ject may be affected. . 

By such a course of policy the School fund. wonld be increas- 
ed and the amount of taxable property iu the State in a corres- 
ponding ratio, Further immigration would be increased by 
selling a portion of the School lands in small quantities and on 
long time at interest, which process by contiguous settlement 
would enhance the value of the unsold and unimproved portions 
ofthe same. These with many other mighty:reasons have in- 
dinenced the committee iu coming to the conelusion that some 
legislation is necessary touching this subject. : 

We therefore would respectfully submit the following reso- 
MOM. aS =en | on f ; F 
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- Riolved; The Senate concurring that the edinmitses on consti- 
«ntionadl amendments be instructedto examine intothe expedi- 
ency of so amendiug the consutution of the State of Texas, as 
to cause the Schvel lands of the State in part or In -whole to'be 
prought’into market for the benefit of the School; fand. > > 


A message was received from the Senate informibg the Honse: 


of the passage of the following bills, which originated in that 
body. 

A bill for the relief of Jaob D. farrat, Sheriff of William- 
son county. 

A bul for the relief of the heirs et Alfred: Benton deceased. 

Also of the adoption of the followiug resolution : 

cesoiced, By the Senate the House concurring, that the twa 
Ifonses of the Legislature wil] adjourn on the 4th- day of Feb- 
mary kext to met again on the first Monday m July 1856. 

A message was received from his. Excellency the Governor, 
through his private Secretary, 

Mr Parker, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, ta 
whom was referred the folowing Senate bills viz: 

A hill anthorizing the United. States Marshal of the District 
of Texas to use the Jails of the various counties of the State 
for certain purposes. 

A bill to iucorporate Milam Lodge No. 23 of the T. O. df 
0. F. 

A bill to incorporate Hopkins Encampment No. 7 of the L 
O. of O. F. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Ice company. 

A bill to amend the sixth section of an act to incorporate the 
towns of Victoria, Goliad and Gozates.  - 

a bill to ueorporate La Grange Lodge No. 30 of the I. O. 

CO. F. 

ee the same back to the House and recommend their 
passage. 

Also a Senate bill to incorporate-the City of Marshall and 
recommend its passage with the following amendments at the 
end of section 4th, add “or until the party makes affidavit that 
he is unable to pay the same ” and in section 15th strike out the 
words “and shall be exempt from any other road duty in said 
county.” 

Also a Sena'e bill to incorporate the town of Chappel Til 
and recomend its passage with the following amendments near 
(he end of section. 9th, strike ont “ and shall be exenipt from 
any other road duty i in said county.” e 

Mr Parker chairman ot the committee on St&te affairs; “0 
whom was referred-a till-to suppress Tippling and ‘report’ ‘the. 
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samme baek to the‘ Housd and ask to: bertischatged {nam its further 
consideration, as the act sought is already embodied-in - another 
bih. now Before this committee. ¢ 

‘Alse reported back to the House. a petition of the-county court 
of Comal county, and ask to he discharged from its further con- 
sideration as. the.relief sought ig already embodied in a general 
bill now before the Finance committee. 

Also reported back to the House the petition of sundry citizens 
of the City of Victoria, and the petition of the citizens of Gilles- 
pie county, and ask to be discharged from its further considera- 
tion as the relief requested is already provided for in a general 
bill now before the committee. 

Also a petition of the Marshall Presbytery, ’lexas Synod and 
Greenville Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
and recommend their indefinite postponement, . 

Also the petition of Edward Hughart for relief, and ask to be 
discharged from its further consideration until the petitioner 
produces the proper testimony. 

Mr Parker chairman of the committee on State affairs, made 
the following report: 

The committee on State affairs, have had under consider- 
ation the petition of Dennis and Richard Meade asking for 
a League of land each as recompense for clothing, supplies 
&e. furnished the members of the Santa Fe expedition in 1842, 
und frum the evidence produced before them are satisfied that 
the said petitioners are justly entitled to the relief songht, they 
therefore instruct me ta report the accompanying bill for their 
relief and recommend their passage—bill read first time. 

Mr Runnels one of the committee on State affairs, made the 
follewing report: ` 

The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred two 
memorials, gne from the Grand Jury of Rusk county, the other 
from the citizens of the same, praying for the passage of a law | 
for the more effectual protection of the records of the counties 
of the State, beg leave to be discharged from any further consid- 
eration of the same for the reason that the law relative to county 
courts provides the necessary protection. - 

Mr Shaw chairman of the committee on private land claims 
No. 1, to whom was referred Senate bill for the relief of George 
L. Bledsoe, and House bill for the relief of the heirs of John 
Brown dec’d, reported the same back to the House and recem- 
mend their passage. N 

Also reported back to the House the petition of W. P. 
McWhorter, and recommend its rejection, as;the party dad. not 
remained in the country-as required, by law. _ et 
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following minority report : The A a liame merle the 
cothinittee on private land claims No. 2, to which was, referred. 
the petition of W., W, O. Stanfield asking for land, have cọn- 
sideted the same, and respectfully dissent from the’ report of a 
ma ‘arity of said committee. 

The facts as presented in this case are these. The petitioner 
performed service in the army of Texas and was entitled to boun- 
ty land, and the warrant to which he was entitled was drawn 
upon a ‘forged. assignment thereof and issued to the pretended. 
assighee, The undersigned are advised that this is one ef the 
many class of frauds lately perpetrated upon the people and 
country. The tindersigned believe that the petitioner is in 
way an exception, and that a general law should be passed by 
which alf those who are justly entitled to bounty land and do- 
nation warrants conid be entitled to draw them while such 
grants and checks should be imposed in such general law as 
will protect the State and individuais against the perpetration 
ofsimilar frauds. The undersigned while they believe the pe- 
titioner justly entitled to relief against the injury done him, do 
not think it proper to make each case of a similar nature the 
subject of special legislation—a general law will reach the mis- 
chief and provide a remedy. If special legislation is once begun 
upon this class.of cases there will be no end to it, ‚For, these 
reasons the undersigned differing with the majority of said com-, 
mittee think the relief should not be granted except by a gener- 
al law embracing all who are similarly. situated. 

Mr Tarlton moved that the rale be suspended: and said report; 
aken up—lost. 

Mr ‘Cleveland of Liberty chairman of the: committee on pri- 
vate land claims No. 2, reported back to the House the follow- 
ng Senate bills and recommend their passage. 

A biii for the relief | of Alfred H, ‚Wiley. re 
Bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Wingate. 
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. donation warrant for servicesin the battle of San Jacinto. The 


„and find no objection thereto, but for the reasons set forth jn the 
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consideration the petition and bill referred tọ them for the relief 
of Edward Teal Sen’r, and find ‘that petitioner fs entitled to the 
relief sought for; the papers in this case arë stained with the 
blood of Henry Teal the son of petitioner who fell by the hand 
of an assassin: while settidg in his camp at night in the army of 
Texas during the struggle of Independence. A majority of the 
committee have instructed me to report back the bill and reeom- 
mend ifs passage. Ei 

Messrs. Cleveland of Liberty and Wm. M. Williams, made 
the following minority report; ae ESS 

Tke undersigned a minority of the committee’ on private Jand 
claims No. 2, to which was referred the bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Edward Teal asking for bounty land; respectfully dissent 
from the report of a majority of said committee for the reason 
that your committee believe that a general Jaw providing for 
such cases, is necessary in order to prevent special legislation, 
and refer to the report of the undersigned upon the petition of 
W. W. O. Standfield for the objection made at length, 

Mr Dickson, one of the committee on Private Laud Claims, 
No. 2, made the following report ; o ' 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2, to whom was 
referred the Senate’s bill for the. rehef of John F. Chairs for 
land, have examined the same, and find that petitioner was a 
soldier of San Jacinto, and is fully entitled under the.law to the 
relief asked for. They therefore take pleasure in contributing all 
they can, to enable an old soldier, who stood by the lone star 
Republic in the day of her severest trial, to procure from the 
State that which is justly his due. I am instructed by a majority 
of the committee to report back to the House the Senate’s bill 
aad recommend its passage. 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty, and Wm. M. Williams, of the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, No. 2, made the following mi 
nority report: a 

The undersigned, a minority of the committee on Private 
: Land Claims, No. 2, to which was reférred the Senate’s bill for 
‘the relief of John F. Chairs, dissent from the report of the ma 
jority Of said committee. | Es 

‘The bill provides for the issuance of a headright, and also 4 


undersigned are satisfied that the party is entitled to a héadright 


report of the undersigned, upon the petition of W, W. O. 
Stanchfield, they respectfully recommend the following amend- 
„ment to said bill, and if so amended they recommend its passage : 

Amend by suriking out in first section, the following words : 


i 
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“aad a bounty warrant for 640 acres for participating in the 
battle of San- Jacinto.” 


, Also, in second section, the words “and warrant, 9 whenever 
they occur.  ,; 

Mr F. M. White, chairman ofthe committee on Public Lands 
reported the following bills’ back to the House, and recommend- 
ed their passage: 

A bill requiring the commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue a certificate for 640 acres of land to the heirs of Brad— 
bary S. Fallet. 

A bill supplementary to an act authorizing the commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue patents and certificates, is— 
sued by the board of Land Commissioners ot Robertson county 
tinder certain restrictions, approved February 5th, 1850. 

A bill relinquishing the rights of the State to claimants to 
certain lands near Matagorda Pass, 

Mr F. M. White, chairman of the committee on Publie 
Lands, made the following g réport: 

A majority ofthe committee on Public Lands; have instructed 
‘me to report back a bill to be entitled, an act requiring ¢ all genu~— 
ine evidences of claims to lands, to be located by a time specified 
with an-auiendinent, and recommend its passage--amend by 
striking ont 1858 and inserting 1859. 

The minority ofsaid committee dissent from the majority, be- 
heving that no necessity exists for such a-requirement; that in 
consequence of the unsettled state of the frontier, Indian dith- 
enlties, &c., many persons will be unable to comply with the re— 
quirements of the law, unless at great sacrifice; that no geod 
can result to the State or people by the passage of the law, but 
the same will be a fruitful source of Haute Legislation for Te- 
Hef. 3 , 


Mr White, chairman of the committee on publie lands, made 
the following report: 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the pe— 
{ition of the citizens of Bosque county, asking the passage of an 
act creating a land district to be composed of said county, and 
the territory thereto belouging, have considered the same, and 
for the reason that the territory belonging to said couuty will be 
erected into a new country at this session of the Legislatnré, and 
Wwilt.thea be entitled under the daw as it now fs, to form a spar- 
ate land district, report the same back to the Honse, ‘and ask to 


a 


be discharged from fumier consideration ; ; also Ne following re~ 


port: 
‘The committee.on publie lands, to whom was seve a bill 


te dispose by entry an any aud patent of ee tracts of thie 
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blic domain, consisting of not exceeding 160 acres each, con 
fined on all sides, or at least two sides, by lines of other survey 
or grants, have had the same under consideration, and have in 
structed me to report the bill back to the House, and recommen 
its: passage, with the following amendment: 

Amend by striking out “ fifty cents” and inserting “one dol~ 
lar,” where it occurs in the bill. 

Mr White, chairman of the committee on public lands, made 
the following report: 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred-an act 
prohibiting the Commissioner of the General Land Office issuing 
patents to the Texas emigration and land company, for lands ly— 
ing in Peters’ colony, bave had the same under consideration, 
and beg leave to report that they have regarded the act of the 10th 
of February, 1852, relating to lands in Peters’ colony, and an 
act supplementary thereto, as constituting a fiaal settlement and 
eompromise of all matters of difficuliy, existing between the 
State, the contractors, and the colonist, and that they are unwill- 
ing to legislate further on the subject; your committee are una- 
ble to See any necessity for passing the act in question, or any 
useful or good object to be effected by it; on the contrary, they 
believe that it would be unwise and impolitte—as opening the 
door to renewed litigation. They therefore recommend the iu- 
definite postponement of the bill. l 
` Mr Gaines, chairman of the committee on roads, bridges, and 
ferries, reported back to the House a bill to be entitled, an act ty 
fine persons for obstructing public roads or highways, with the 
following amendments, and recommend its passage. 

Amendment. In section Ist in second line, after the word 
“shall,” insert “wilfully,” and at the end of said section add 
“ for the use and the benefit of the State, recoverable betore any 
Justice of the Peace of tite county wherein the offence was coni- 
mitted.” - 

The same committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
sundry citizens of Comal county for the incorporation of 4 
bridge company, reported a bill to be entitled an aet granting to 
John Terry and others, the privilege of constructing @ bridge 
across the Gaudalipe River, and recommend its passage; read 
first ume. 

The same committee, to whom was referred a bilt to be enti- 
tled an act to grant a charter for the constrnetion of a bridge across 
the Gaudalupe River, to the city of New Braunfels, reported a 
substitute, and recommended its passage. a 

The same committee, to whom was referred a bill to be'enti- 
sled, an act to provide for the improvement of a certain tosd 
leading through the Nechez river swamp. 
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"Atsa a momorial of the Grand Jury of Rusk county, for an 
amendment of the laws relating to roads—report the same beck 
to the House, and ask to be discharged from further consideration. 

Mr Merrick, chairman of the committee on county and county 
boundaries, made the following report: - 

The committee on county boundaries, to whom’ was teferred 
a petition of the citizens of Bexar county to define its limits, beg 
leave to report the within bill, and recommend. its passage, 

A bill to define the limits of Bexar county; read first time. 

. Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed the following bills: ` 

A bill to define the time of holding the district courts in the 
{3th judicial district. 

A bill to authorize John H. White, a minor, to take charge of 
his estate, and transact business as though he were twenty-one 
years of age. 

Mr Locke,of the same committee, reported correctly engrossed 
the following bills: 

A bill to authorize the county of Nueces to levy a tax 
{or certain purposes—A bill authorizing the county court of Mi- 
jam county to levy a tax for a certain purpose—A bill authorizing 
the county court of Bell county to levy a special tax for two 
years—A bill to establish the Western boundary of Tyler- 
county. 

A bill to remove the land office of the Milam land district 
from Cameron, in Milam county, to Belton, in Bell county. 

Mr Locke, one of the committee on enrolled bills, reported the 
following bills correctly enrolled, and this day presented to the 
Governor for his signature: 

A bill to validate the election to be held in the 10th Represen- 
tative District, composed of the counties of Cass and Titus. 

A biilto change the name of Martha R. Eppinger, to Martha 
R. Bonner. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Dallas county to. levy 
an additional tax for the purpose ef building a court house. 

* A bill for the relief of Join N. Taylor. ; 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr Dickson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee are hereby instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of classifving the different judi- 
eal districts of this State, and requiring the judges of each class 


to alternate in holding their courts, so that no judge shall hold - 


more than oue term in the same year, in the same county, and 
report by bill or otherwise ; adopted. 
Mr Cleveland of L., offered the following resolution: 
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Reaolved, That the special committee heretofore appointed to 
enquire into the frauds perpetrated in the issuance of bounty 
donation warrants, be instructed to enquire-into the expediency: 
of passing a general law, by which persons entitled to donations 
and bounty warrants, which have not been issued, or upon forged 
assignments: to preteuded assignees, may be enabled to obtain 
the proper relief; and also to enquire into the’ expedieney of 
passing a general law, bv. which holders of genuine bounty and 
donation warrants may be enabled to precure patents thereon, 
and that said committee report by bill or otherwise, at as early a 
time as practicable; adopted. F vi 

Mr Rushing introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House are due, and they 
are hereby tendered to the Hon. N. B. Charlton, for the prompt 
and efficient matiner in which he has discharged the dnties of 
Speaker during the temporary absence of the Speaker elcet; 
adopted unaninonsly. 

Mr Stedman offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the.public printer be instructed to send in -to 
the Honse, the sheets of the Revised Statutes, as fast as they are 
printed ; adopted. l l i 

Mr Throckmorton, (by leave) chairman of the committee on 
Internal Improvements, made the following report: 

The committee on Internal Improvements reported back to 
the House a Senate bill, to amend an act supplementary to an 
act to establish the Galveston, Houston, and Henderson Rail 
Road Company, with the following amendments: 


AMENDMENTS. 7 


After the word “ January,” in twelfth line ist section, strike 
out “next,” and insert “ 1856.” ; 

Sec.2d. That said Rail Road Company, in accepting the ben- 
efits of this act, shall have no branching privileges, except such 
as are expressly granted by the provisions of its eharter to cer- 
tain points, and shall be required to spend only so much of its 
capital stock npon any branch, as shall be expressty subscribed 
to such braneh, and shall not expend upon its trunk any money 
subseribed to any branch, and shall be required to complete its- 
main truuk to the point contemplated in its charter. 

Substitute for Seetion 2d. 

Sec. 3d. That nothing in this act shal] be so construed as to 
affect the right of the Stale to repeal or modify the act of 4th Jan. 
1854, entitled an act to enconrage the construction of Rail Roads 
in Texas by donations of land ;” provided, that the rights to 
land acquired before said repeal or modification shall in all cases 
be proteeted, and this act shall take effect from and after its pas- 
sage. 
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On’ vidtion of Mr Tompkins rale raa, and: ‘report za 
bill taken up. 


D Davis moved to reconsider the} vole suspending the rile ; 
Jost. ,, 

Amendments by he committee concurred i in. 3 

Mr Gay offered-the following amendment: ; 

' Provided; That the State shall at any time have the right and 
privilege of baying and purchasing in said road, or the road 
track and depot, at the actual cash value of an equal amount of 


a 


construction, with ten per cent. added thereto, deducting from - 
such price or cost the valne of any land, bonus or bonuses,‘that | 


may have been received from the State by said company. 
“On motion of Mr Sayles, amendment laid on-the table. 

’ Mr Hale moved to reconsider the vote laying the amendmeut 
on,the table. 


‘On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow, at 10 o’clock 
A 

Pending—the motion of Mr Hale to reconsider the yote lay- 
ing the amendment of Mr Sayles on the table. 

2 ; ee : . d 
Hotse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Januery 5, 1856. | 

House*met pursuant to, adjourned, roll called, quorum pres- 
ent, journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr Waelder. (by leave) made a personal explanation relative 
to the report of a committee of the American Party, at San 
Antonio, with regard to remarks made by him on the 15th Nov. 
°35, on the floor of the House. 

Mr Kittrell asked leave to make a personal explanation ; the 
yeas and’ nays being demanded, leave granted by the follow- 
ias vote: 

‘Yras—Messrs. Ar drey, Askew. Bonner, Busby, Cleveland, 
of B. Cleveland of L., Crabb, Dalrymple, Dancy, Dennis, 
Dickson, D.ugherty, Cac: Green, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Jun. 
ker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin, of H. 
Martin, of L., McClanahan, McM illin, Melton, Merrick, Mid- 
dleton, Moore, Neblett, N ickels, Nor ton, Parker, of A. , Parker, 
of T., Parsons, Pettns, Pollock, Randolph, Sayles, Shaw, Sher. 
wood, Smith, of Harris, Smith, of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, 
Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Trucheart, 


Waelder, West, Williams, of Lamar , Williams, of San Augus- . 


tine, Witt and Worsha i 60. 


Nays—Messrs. Speaker, ce Arnold, Bell. Charlton, 
Crosby, Davis, Devereaux, Eètor, Ellison, Francis, Reeves, 
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Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Stout, White and 


‘Wood—19. 

PETITIONS. E 
Mr Parker, of Tarrant, presented the petition of Wiley Long 
and Watson, for relief; referred to the committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr Shaw presented the petition of Francis Smith, for land; 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

Mr Martin, of Lavaca, presented the petition of E. J: Blair, 
for land; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, 
No. 2. 

Mr Sayles presented the petition of Rhoda Gardnér, praying 
for a donation of 320 acres of land to her infant son, Isaac, the 
survivor of three boys at one birth; referred to the committee 
on Private Land Claims, No. 1. | l 
_ Mr Martin, of Lavaca, presented the petition of John Har- 
wood, for land; referred tothe committee on Private Land 
Claims No. 2. . 

Mr Kittrell presented the petition of certain citizens of Wash- 
ington county, asking to Waverly Institute in said county 
incorporated ; referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr Dickson presented the petition of Robert Hughes, for pay 
for services as soldier in the army of Texas—referred to the 
committee on claims and accounts. l 

Mr Martin, of Lavaca, presented the petition of John Hud- 
nall, for land ; referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims, No. 2. l 

Mr West presented the petition of the citizens of Anstin 
City, asking fora resurvey of certain portions of the Govern- 
ment tract cf said citv.; referred to a select committee of five. 

Mr Cleveland, of Liberty, presented the petition of George 
W. Whitlington, for relief, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The Speaker presented the memorial of James Hamilton, ask- 
ing that His Excellency the Gov. Comptroller and Anditor, be 
a board to adjust and arbitrate his claims on the late Republic 
of Texas; referred to the committee on Public Debt : 

Also, the petition of Levi Johes, asking for an extension of 
time of the charter of the La Salle and El Paso railway compa- 
na, approved Feb. 11th, ’50—referred to the committee on 
Internal Improvements. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr Throckmorton, chairman of the commitee on Internal Im- 
provements, made the following report: ! 

The committee on Internal Improvements,to whom was re- 
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ferred a bill (from the Senate) for the relief of the Galvestor 
and Red River Railway company, and supplementary to. the 
severgl acts-incorporating said company, have had the same 
under mature consideration. | 

The committee have instructed me to report the bill back to 
the House with the following amendments, and respectfully 
recommend its passage, 

AMENDMENTS, l 

In section 1, line 4th, strike ont “ next” and insert “ 1856,” 
instead thereof, also in the 9th line of same section, add after 
January “ 1856.” 

Sec. 5. That said Rail Road Company, in accepting the 
benefits of this Act shall yield all general branching privileges 
except such as are expressly granted by the provisions of its 
charters to certain points, and shall be required to spend only 
so much of its capital stock upon any branch as shall be ex- 
pressly subscribed to such branch, and shall not spend upon its 
trunk any monies subscribed to any branch, and shall be re- 
quired to complete its main trunk tothe point on Red River, 
contemplated in its charter, or to such point of intersection 
between said Road and some other Road running from the 
northern or eastern boundary of Texas, towards El Paso, as 
shall be agreed upon between the, Directors of said Companies. 

Sec. 6. That nothing in this Act shall be so construed as to 
affect the right of the State to repeal or modify the Act of Jan- 
uary 30, 1854, entitled an Act to encourage the construction of 
Rail Roads in Texas by donations of land, provided, that the 
rights to lands acquired before said repeal or modification shall 
in all cases be protected. 

That section 5 be numbered section 7. : ) 

On motion of Mr Smith of Harris, rale suspended, report 
ag up, and amendments proposed by the committee concur- 
red in. 7 

Mr Gay offered the following amendment te the bill: 

Sec. The State shall at any time hereafter have the 
privilege of purchasing or. buying in said Road at the actual 
cost value of an equal amount of construction for the road bed 
and depot, and ten per cent added thereto, deducting therefrom 
the valne of any land bonus that may have been received from 
the State. i 

Mr Brown moved to lay the amendment on the table. 

On motion of Mr Trigg a call of the house was ordered. 


On motion of Mr King Mr Nickels was excused on account 


of sickness. 
On motion of Mr. Hale call suspended. 


~~ 


$ 


lost. 


- Mr. Brown withdrew his motion to lay the amendment on 
the table. ee ~ os 


Mr. Throckmorton offered the following substitute for the 
amendment: - . 


Provided that the Legislature snall always have the right to 
regulate the rates of charges for freights and passengers ‘upon 
said road. : 


Mr Tarlton moved to lay the amendment and substitute on 
the table. 


Mr Stedman moved to adjourn until Monday 10 o’clock— 


a * 


Mr Rushing called for a division of the question. 

Question being upon laying the substitute on the table, the 
same was put and lost. l i 

Question then being upon laying the amendment on the table 
the same was put, and the amendment laid on the table. 

Mr Sayles then offered the substitute offered by Mr Throck. 
morton, as an amendment to the bill. 

The following communication from his Excellency the Gov. 
was read and referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

_ Sxecurive Orrice, | 
- Anstin, Jan. 3, 1856. | 
Gentlemen of the Senate y l - 
and House of Representativ s: 

The accompanying papers have been presented to me by Mr, 
William B. Fannin, as the agent of the State of Georgia. 

It will be seen from an examination of them, that Mr. Fan 
nin is anthorized to receive from this State payment for a lot of 
Uuited States yagers and equipments which are the property 
of the State of Georgia; and are said to have been furnished to 
two companies of the Georgia Battalion, who came to our aid 
during our revolution, and were massacred at Goliad by the 
Mexican army. 

The affidavit of Mr. S. G. Hardaway, a member of one of the 
companies,who escaped at the massacre,and who is well known 
to many of our citizens, states that the arms and equipments of 
these two companies were the property of the State of Georgia, 
and that they were snrrendered to the Mexican army at the 
capitulation of @el. James W. Fannin. 

i know nothing in relation to this matter beyond what is dis- 
closed by these papers, but if the facts are as stated by Mr Har- 
daway, and Į have reason to believe his statement is true, this 
State ought to pay the State of Georgia, the value of those arms 
and equipments. l , 

I trast that the Legislature will investigate this claim, and if 


f s 


satisfied of its justice, that’they wif ptovide for its payment. 
-Mr Sayles was excused ; from serving on thé commnitted to-in~ 


vestigate land tithes West.of the Nueces... 
On motion of Mr Charlton, Mr White was added to the com? 
mittee on Public Debt. 


„Mr Locke, one of the joint committee on Enrolled Bills, ree 
ported correctly enrolled, and presented this day to the 
Governor for his signature. ‘the following bills : 

A bill for the relief of Harrison county. i ‘a 

A bill to authorize the clerk of the District Court of Wash- 
ington county to transcribe certain records therein named. 

A bill granting the consent of the State of Texas to the United 
States to construct break—waiers, jettys, dams, and other improve- 
ments on the coast of the State of Texas. 


A bill to authorize agents and attorneys at law to make-affi- 
davits in certain cases, 


Mr Truehart moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, P M—lost. 

Mr, Cleveland of eae was excused from” serving on the 
committee to investigate land titles West of the Nueces. 

Messrs. Davis and Dennis were appointed on said committee, 
in the place of Messrs, Cleveland of L., and Sayles. 

The Speaker announced the following select committees: 

On resurvey of the government. tract at Austin— Messrs. 
West, Rushing, Moore, Dickson and Ardrey. 


On bill for arrest aud trial of certain offende:s—Messrs. 
Ardrey, Sayles and Bonner. 


On motion, the House adjourned until Monday, 10 o'clock, 
A.M. 

Pending—Amendine nt offered by Mr Sayles, to bill for the 
relief of, the Galveston and Red river Railroad company, &c. 


on 


_Tfouse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Jan. 7th, 1856. 


Tlouse met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Journal of Saturday last read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr Latbam, Mr Norton was excused. from at- 
tendance on the House, on account of indisposition, 

Mr MeMillin asked to have his vole correctly stated on the 
journals, on the vote taken on laying on the table Mr West's 
resolution relative to the naturalized citizens, jn whieh. he ap- 


pears to have voted, no, when it should have appeared that heg 
voted aye. 
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PETITIONS. 


Mr Parker of Tarrant, presented the petition of Robert P, 
Crockett for relief referred to the committee on Military Af- 
fairs.. 

Mr Kittrell presented the petition of Dr. James L. Gorree, 
asking for the emancipation of hisslave Jordan—referred to the 
committee on Slaves and Slavery. 

Mr Dennis presented the petition of the heirs of John Thom. 
as for relief—referred to the coinmittee on Private Land Claims, 
No, 1. 

Mr Tarlton presented the memorial of Levi Jones, praying 
foran extension of time of the charter of the La Salle and El 
Paso Railroad company—treferred to the committee on Internal 
{inprovements. 

Mr Parker of Tarrant, presented the petition of E. M. Dag- 
get for relief—referred to the committee on Public Lands, 

Mr Ochiltree presented the petition of James Dixon for relief 
—referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

Mr Gaines present-d the petition of Swen. Bergstrom for 

relief—referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

Mr Sullivan presented the petition of sundry citizens of 

Richmond, Fort Bend county, and vicinity, praying for the 
e passage of a prohibitory liquor law—referred to the committee 
on State affairs. 

Mr Ardrey presented the petition of the heirs of Jane R. Kaut- 
man, deceased, for relief—referred to the committee on State af- 
fairs. 

Mr Ochiltree presented the petition and accompanying docu- 
ments, ot Archibald Hotchkiss for reliel—referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, No. 2 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr Cleveland of Bexar, one of the committee on State affairs, 
to whom was referred a bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate 
the town of Helena, in Karnes county, have considered the same 
and instruct me to report the bill back to the House, and recom- 
inend its passage, with the following amendments: 


AMENDMENTS. 

Section 11, by inserting after the word “that,” the words 
“nothing contained i in this act shall be deemed to confer any 
power or authority, inconsistent with the general laws of this 
State now in force, or that may hereafter bé enacted.” 

Mr Ardrey, one of the committeeon State affairs, made the 
following report: 

The commlttee on State affairs, to whom has been referred 


| 
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the “bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate the town of Waco, 
in McLellan county,” have had the same under consideration 
and have given the same due consideration, and instructed 
me to make the fellowing report thereon : 

That your committee cannot see the propriety of conferring 
upon Mayors of small incorporated towns, the powers and juris- 
diction of Justices of the Peace, and constituting a Judge of a 
corporation court with exciusive jurisdiction ; there is no consti- 
tutional impediment in the Mayor of an incorporated city, from 
hotding and exercising the office of Justice of the Peace, at the 
same time he is holding the office of Mayor; but it isthe opin- 
jon of this committee that the blending of the office of Justice 
of the Peace with that of the civil offices might lead to some’ 
consequences that might be injurious to the people. 

The committee therefore return the bill to the House wit 
the annexed amendments to it, and reeoinmend its passage after 
the amendments thereon shall have been adopted. 


AMENDMENTS. 

Ist. Strike out of the second section of said: bill the following 
words: ‘And shall moreover certify the result to the Secretary 
of State and therefore the person elected Mayor of said town 
shall be commissioned by the Governor, Mayor of the town of 
Waco, and ex-officio Justice of the Peace in and for the county 
of McLellan.” : 

2nd. Also, “and the said Sheriff was so failing and refusing 
to act, shall be liable to said corporation in a sum not less than 
forty nor more than one hundred dollars, (except he show good 
cause for such failure and refusal,) to be recovered at the suit of 
said corporation, before any court of competent jurisdiction.” 

od. Strike out of third section the following words: “ Except 
he possess the qualifications requisite for an elector in this State, 
and shall have been an inhabitant of said town forthe three 


months, next preceeding the election,” and insert instead thereof ` 


“unlesshe shall have been a householder in said town for the 
term of three months.” | 

4th. Strike out in the 4th section the following words: “And 
the Mayor and town Marshall shall, within the same time, give 
such bonds as in similar cases is required by the law of this 
State of Justices of the Peace and Constables. 


Sth. Strike ont in the 4th section the following words : “But 
shall fave no vote, except in cases of tie.” 
_ 6th; Strike out of the 5th section the following words there- 
di: © They shall have power to raise such sums of, money as 
they may think necessary for the use of said town, by taxes lev- 
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ied upon the real and personal estate therein, according to the 
regulations of the council, and to tax. all free negroes therein, 
Provided, that the sum so raised shall not exceed in any one 
year, one fourth of one per cent of the value of the property 
taxed, exciusive of any special tax for street purposes, which 
shall notin any one year, exceed the amount of three dollars 
upan gach person, lable-by the laws of this State, to work upon 
Sable. roads,” and insert -therein the following, instead thereof; 
‘They shall have power to submit a proposition of a tax to be 
Jevied upon the real and personal property situate in said town, 
annually on the Ist Monday in January in any one year, to the 
householder and property hoider who are entitled to vote in the 
elections for the corporation officers, and if a majority at said 
ection shall vote for the tax proposed, then they shall have 
a to levy and colleet the tax in such mode and manner 
as the Mayor and council shall direct.” 

Via. Strike out of 5th section also, the following words: “To 
order the owners or agents of any lots or houses in said town to 
make all necessary improvements or repairs upow side walks or 
pavements in front of the same, of brick, stone, or other material, 
and upon fatlure to comply with such order, to cause the same to 
he done at the expense of the party so ordered; provided, that 


‘one half of the expense of building or repairing such sidewalks 


or pavemeuts, Shall be borne proportionally by the persons in 
frontof whose property such improvements shall be made, and 
the remaiuing half by said town. 

Sth. Strike out the entire 6th section, and insert the following 
asa substitute therefor; 

u That the Mayor and council of said town shal) have power 
and authority to levy and collect a corpdration tax upon any 
person or frw who may he engaged in the occupation of selling 
spirituous, vinous, or other intoxicating liquors, ‘in quantities, 
less than a quart, and upon any merchant or trader who may be 
engaged in selling at a wholesale or retail, any goods, wares or 
merchandize, aud upon all tables upon which games are played 
which are licensed now by law, which are kept and used within 
the corporate limits of saidtown. They shall also have the power 
to levy and collect a corporation tax upon any person who shall 
pursue within the limits of said town the business and occupa- 
tion of an auctioneer aad hawker or pedlar.” 

9th. Strike out of the 7th section the following words: ‘That 
the said “Mayor shall possess all the power and authority aud 
jurisdiction of a Justice ot the Peace, and the laws. of this 
State which are or may be applicable to Justices of the Peace, 
shall algo apply to the said Mayor; provided, that his civil juns 
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digtion. Shall} extend only.to. cases. wherein naa resides 
within said Corpora hon; and in such cases his. jurisdiction shall 
be exclusive. if 

, loth. Also, strike out of the 7 th section the following words’: 
He shall have power upon the rendition of any judgment ii 
all such cases, to award and tax costs as in cases before Justices 
ofsthe Peace, and to issue executions upon sneh judgments, and 
to have any other proceeding uuder the laws in relation to Jus- 
tiges of . the Peace, 


Mr Brown, one of the cominittee on State affairs,” made the 
following report : 


The committee on State affairs. to whom was referred the bil! 
to incorporate the town of Lavaca, haye considered the saimeand 
have jnstsacted me to report the same back to the House, and 
recommend its. passage, with- the following amendments: 

, Ast amendment. Strike out “be it further enacted,” wherever 
ase words occur in the bill. 

od amendment. 3d line Ist section stilke ont the word “there- 
of” and insert in leu thereof “within the limits hereafter de- 


fined.” 


3d amendment. In F3th line, section 4th, after the word May- 
or insett “and his successor in office.” 

Athamendment. in 9th section strike out, after the word “Hos- 
pital,” the remainder of the same sentence, and in same section, 
strike out the words “restrain and prohibit,” and insert the word 
“regulate.” 

Sth amendment. Strike out of section 13 all of the first twelve 
lines, and insert, as follows: “Beginning atlow water mark, at 
the mouth of Linis Bayon, thence up said bayou to’ where a 
deep gillyv enters the same on the Sonth side.” 
6thamendment. In Lstline of seetion 17, strike out the words 
“on. aright line,” and insertthe words “igo as to mende the 
wharís, docks, and Jandings.” 

Yih amendment. Substitute for the 19th and last section the 
following: “Section 19th, that this act take effect, 
force from and after its passage.” - 
Mr Brown, one of the committee on State affairs, to whom 
was referred a biil eutitled, an act supplementary to an act to'in- 
ggrporate the Lavaca Navigation company, approved February 
3th, 1852, have had the same under consideration and havet 
_steugted'me to report the same back and recommend its passage. 

The company, it appears, and 1 may say of my own knowledge, 


and be in 


Lavaca Bay, but find their capital stock insufficient fo accom- 
bis) their desires, and., now: ask the privilegef- dnereasing i it 


have exvended a considerable amount, in improving the bars in . 
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‘fifty thousand dollars as the State cannot suffer, and a loen? bene. 
tit may result, it is thought the bill ought to pase. 

Mr Parker, chairman of the committee on State affairs, to 
whom were referred the following bills, reported the same back 
tothe House, and recommended their passage : 

A. bill for the relief of George B. McKinstry, a minor. 

A billto declare the name of, and te legitimate Amanda Ma- 
tilda, daughter of Elizabeth Spreeeher, 

A bill to repeal the 6th sect.on of an act entitled, an act to in- 
corporate the town of Liberty. a 

Mr Parker, chairman of the committee on State affairs, made 
the following report: 

. The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred a bill 

making donation of certain seaport towns for Hospital purposes- 
have had the same under consideration, and are satisfied from ey, 
idence produced, that a vast amount of emigrants from foreign 
countries enter at the above named ports, for the purpose of set- 
tling in this State, and that on landing, a number are seized with 
a fever, commonly designated by the name of ship fever, and are 
thrown upon the charity of the citizens, to care for them during 
such sickness and having no public building provided for thas 
purpose, they are frequently compelled to convey them to their 
own: homes, 
_ The committee therefore deem it expedient that an appropri- 
ation should be made for that purpose, They therefore instruct 
me to report the bill back to the House, and that the blanks there- 
in be fiiled with the following amendments: The city of Galves- 
ton $2,500, Houston $1,500, Lavaca and Indianola and ‘Corpus 
Christi $1,000 each, and with these insertions, recommend its 
passage. 

' Mr Shaw, chairman ofthe committee on Private Land Claims, 
No 1.,i0 whom were referred bills for the relief of Reuben B. 
Vest and George Wagoner, reported the same back to the House 
and recommended their passage. 
< The same committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Rhoda Gardner, reported a Dill granting to Rhoda Gardner a 
donation certificate for 320 acres of land—bill read first time. 

The same committee, also reported back to the House, and 
recommended its rejection, the petition of Frederick Miller, as 
the committee are satisfied, from the party’s own statement, that 
under existing laws, he is not entitled to the land for which he 
applies. oO, 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty, chairman of the committee on Pr- 
vate Land Claims, No, 2, made the following report: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2,to whom was 
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referred the Sertate’s -bill-for the rélief of Radford Bérry, beve 
carefully considered the same. Your committee are welt satis- 
fied from the proof before them, that the said Radford Berry is 
not-entilled te any relief, and have therefore instrueted me to te— 


rt the same back to the House, and recommend its indefinite - 


postponement, 

Also, the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2, te whom 
was referred “a bill for the relief of -George W. Robinson,” and 
also “a bill for the relief of the heirsof Ebenezer Pulsefer, de- 
ceased,” have considered the same. The evidence in each case 
shows that the parties are respectively entitled to the quantity 
of land mentioned in said bills, and J am instructed by the cow- 
mittee to report said bills back to the House, and respectfully re- 
commend their passage. - l 

Also, the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2, to whom 
was referred the Senate’s bill for the relief of Joseph Luce and 
David Luce, and the heirs of Abb. Luce, sr., and the heirs of 
Abb. Luce, jr., have considered the same, 

From the testimony adduced, it appears that the several 
parties embraced in the provisions of said bill, were, at the 
date of the declaration of independence, resident citizens 
of the Republic of Texas, and entitied respectively to the 
quantity of land mentioned in the bHl; that the said parties have 
so continued to reside in Texas, performing all the duties incum- 
bent upon them as citizens, and have never received any land by 
virtue of their emigration. I-am instructed to report the said 
bill back to the House, and recommend its passage. 

Also, the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2, to whom 
was referred the bill for the relief of Richard Rowe, have con— 
sidered the same, and find from the proof that the said Richard 
Rowe was justly entitted to three hundred and twenty acres of 
land; that he never received the same, but inasmuch as the said 
Rowe is now deceased, they recommend the following amend- 
ment to said bill, aud that so amended the bill may pass. 


AMENDMENT. 


“Amend by inserting the words “heirs of,” before the name of 
“ Richard Rowe,” wherever it occurs is said bill.” 

Messrs. Moore and Darden of Gonzales, were excused from 
attendance on the House, on account of sickness. 

Mr Dickson, one of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
No 2, to whom was referred the petition of Nathaniel Prescot, 
reported a bill for his relief, aud recommended its passage— 
bill read first time. 

Mr Pollock, one of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
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Ne. 2, $e, whom was referred the petition of Renben, Crawford, 
reported a bill for his, relief, agd recommen ded. its passage--bill 
read first time. ; T RRT 

aMr:Dennis, chairman: of ihe epmmittee on ‘Enrolled Bills, Te- 
ported correctly engrossed a joint ‘resolution making Corpus 
Christi a port of entry. sas 

Mr McGown, chairman of the committee on Military affairs, 
made the fo lowing report: 

The committee on Military affairs, to whom was referred a 
resolution requiring the committee to inquire into the condition 
ef the arms belonging to the State, and the propriety of provi- 
ding for their preservation, have had the same under considera- 
tion, as well asa letter from the Adjutant General, whieh ac- 
companies this report, from which it appears that there are 581i 
muskets on hand, and a number yet due from the general 
government. 

To preserve the arms on hand, and those expected.to be re- 
ceived, the committee have instructed me to report Ie accom- 
panying g bill, and recommend I's passage. 

A bill to provide for the safe keeping of the publie arms of the 
State—read first time. 

Mr Kittrell, chairman of the committee on Edueation, to 
whom was referred a bill, from the Senate, tọ incorporate the 
Houston Lyceum, anda House bill to incorporate the Rich- 
mond Masonic Hall association, in Fort Bend county, and a 
House bill to incorporate Texas Christian College ; reported the 

sume back to the House, and recommended their passage—the 
last named bill: with an amendment. 

In the 4th section, strike aut all after the words “ political or 
religious.” and add: | 

Sec. 9th. And this act shall take effect, from and after its | 
passage. : 

Mr West, chairman of aselect committee, to whom was re- 
ferred thé petition of sundry citizens of Austin, praying for a | 
resurvey ofcértain portions of government tracts, west of said } 

city, reported a bill to authorize the Comptroller of the State to | 
have a-portion.of the government tract adjoining the city of 

Austin, resurveyed, and recommended its passage— bill read | 
first times 54 

Mr Stedman, chairman: protem, of the committee on the Ju u- 
diciary, tœowton: was referted'a bill to'aménd an act entitled, an | 
avtconcetning juries approved Febraary 16th, 1852, reported 

the>-same » -bauk’ite the House, ‘and. ‘recommended its: ‘indefinite 
pe stponement. | 

4 Also; reported: back to the Housea bitid define ve counties | 
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aomposing, the 3d- judicial. district, and the time.of ‘holding. courts 
thereins and ‘recommended its passage, with: the following 
amendment : 

'- Im tst section strike out the word “ Williamson, į strike: ‘out 
the last clause of section 2d. go" 

Also, reported back tothe House, a bill to authgrize and ré- 
quire certain suits pending in the courts of Hill and Ellis-coun- 
dies, tó be removed to the county af Johnson, and recommended 
ats - passage. 

- Also, reported back4to the House, a -bill to define the 4th jadi- 
gial district, and the timeof holdingcourts therein, and recom-— 
mended the passage of the same with the following amendments + 

Ist section, Strike ont “Guadalupe and Cibele,” and insert 
instead thereof, “Kerr and Gillespie.” 

əd section, Strike ont all that part relating to Guadalupe and 
Cibolo, and add in lieu thereof, the following: “ Ta the county 
of Kerr on the lst Monday, after the ist Mondays ef March: and 
September and may-continue in session ene week. 

In the county of Gillespie, on. the 2d Monday after the 1st 
Mondays of Mareh and September, and may continue in session 
two weeks. 

Mr Stedman, chairman pre tem of the Judiciary committee, 

made the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
entitled an act to raise the powers and jurisdiction of Justices 

of the Peace to five hundred dollars, have Instructed me to re— 
port the same back to the Honse and recommend. its indefinite 
postponement. 
' The committee are of opinion that the jurisdiction of Justices 
of the Peace is already sufficiently large, and that the operation 
ef the proposed law would beidirectly opposite to that-intended 
by its mover, 

' The object sought i is to lessen the delay in the “ċolleetion of 
sums of five hundred dollars, and under; and to avoid the ex- 
_ pense attending, upon suits in.the District courts, whieh no more 

than. $500 is claimed. The experience ofthe the committee has 
langht them to believe that but few .cases in. which more.than 
$100:is sned for, wonld be finally determined: in the Justices 
gourts, and the result in such cases would inevitably- Bé that.thé 
losing party would be taxed with a‘double bill of costs, the-ex: 
peuse to the winner would be idcreased, and the litigation: prot 
tracted. Indeed the instituton- of suits for such sums In: istices 
sourts,. would frequently give wise: to litigious “proceeding be: 
tween the parties that would:not ‘occur under existi g laws: e 

Mr Rushing, one of the same-committee, madé fie following 
minority report ; ; 
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The undersigned one of the Judiciary committee, wou ld re. 
spectfully dissent from the report ofthe majority of said commit- 
tee upon the bill to raise the pay of Jurors. Fhe undersigned 
believes that the compensation of Jurors as the law now exists 
($1,50 per day,) is inadequate, and should be raised to at beast 
$2,50 cents per day—and therefore recommend the passage of 
the said biil. 

On motion of Mr Parker of T., rule suspended and bill to 
authorize and require certain suits pending in the counties of 
Hill and Ellis, to be transferred to the county of Johnsen, taken 
up and ordered to be engrossed—rule further suspended, bil 
read 3d time ahd passsed. 

On motion of Mr. Waelder, rule suspended, and bill to define 
the 4th Judicial District and to prescribe the time of holding 
courts therein, together with the report of the committee on the 
Judiciary, recommending the passage of the same with amend- 
ments; taken up, amendments concurred in and bill as amend- 
ed ordered to be engrossed—rule further suspended, bill read 
3d time and passed. TE 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, role suspended, and report of 
the committee on claims and accounts on the petition of James 
Wall, taken up, and petition re-referred to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, rule suspended, and a bill supple. 
mental to an act to incorporate the Sulphur Fork Turnpike 
eompany, together with the report of the eommittee on State 
affairs, recommending the passage of the same, with an amend- 
ment, taken up, and amendment concurred in. 

Mr Brown offerred the following amendment to the bill. 

Sec. 3d. That this act fake effect and be in force from and 
after its passage—adopted, and bill as amended ordered to be 
engrossed—truie further suspended and bill read 3d time and 
passed by a constitutional vote as follows: 

YeEas.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bell, Brown, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crabb, 
Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of Colorado, Davis, Dennis, 
Devereaux, Dixon, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Franeis, Gaines, 
Guy, Green, Hale, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, 
Locke, Martin of Lavaca, McClanahan, McCown, MeMilhn, 
Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Nickels, Ochiltree, Parker of An- 
derson, Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, 
Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, 
Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smitb of ia aes Smith of New- 
ton, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tavlor, Throckmorton, 
Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, West, White, Williams 
əf Lamar, Williams of Augustine, Witt and Wood,—75. 

Nays.—none. 
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Mr West obtained leave to withdraw the memorial of Horatio 
Grooms, 

On motion of Mr. Truehart, rule suspended and the report of 
the committee on claims and accounts on the petition of M. 
Arocha Be Belden, and a bill for the relief of Peter Gallagher 
and the legal representatives of Archibald Fitzgerald, taken up 
and sgid petition and bill referred to committee on Public debt. 

. BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr Williams of San Augustine, introduced the following 
bills, read rst, ttme—rule suspended and. read 2d time by cap- 
dion and referred to the committee on Land Frauds, 

A bill to detect fraudulent land certificates and to prohibit the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office from issuing patents 
thereon. l 

A bill te authorize the Attorney General to institute suit 
against persons holding patents to land in certain cases. 

Me Williams of San Augustine, intreduced a bill to organize 
Commissioners Districts in the counties of the State—read first 
time. 

Mr Dalrvmple introduced a bill to encourage the establish- 
ment of Schools and Academtes—+read first time—rule suspend- 
ed, read 2d time by caption and referred to the committee on 
Education. : 

Mr Locke introduced a bill authorizing the county courts of 
the State to have transcribed the records of their respective 
counties—read first time—rule suspended, read 2d time by cap. 
lion and referred to the committee on the Judietary. 

Mr Adrian offerred the following resolution < 

Resevled, Vhat the Chief Clerk be authorized to employ as 
much assistance as he may deem necessary in order to keep up 
the Journals of the House. í 

Mr Throckmorton offerred the following amendment : 

Strike out “Chief Clerk,” and inseit “Speaker” instead— 
adopted, and resolution as amended adopted. 

Mr Martin of Lavaca, introduced a bill forthe relief of J. N. 
Houston—read first time—rule suspended, read 2d time by 
caption, and referred to the committee on State affairs, 

Mr McCown introdueed a bill to repeal certain Mexican laws 
not heretofore repealed—read first time—rale suspended, read 
2d time by caption, and referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

By leave, Mr Ochiltree made a personal explanation relative 
to an article in the State Gazette. 


Mr Sullivan introduced a bill for the relief of Robert Hodges . 


—read first time—rule suspended, read 2d time by caption, and 
teferred to the committee on private land claims No. 2, 
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Mr Kittrell introduced a bill for the relief of Austin College 
in the town of Huutsville—read first time—rule suspendeğ, 
read 2d time by caption, and referred to the committee on Edu- 
vation 

Mr: Waelder offerred the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the commiteé on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of adopting a law authorizing 
guardians, executors, and administrators, with the approbation 
of the Chief Justices of counties to relinquish claims to lands, 
which have been sold for taxes, and purchased by. decedents, ir 
the same manner in: which it might be done by the purchasers: 
themselves, if living ;.and that said committee report by bill 
or otherwise—adopted. . 

Mr King introduced a bill authorizing the county court of 
Guadalupe county, to: have certain records transcribed—read 
first time—rule suspended, read 2d: time by caption, and referred 
to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr Dennis introduced: a bill to amend the 30th See. of an act 
to organize Justices courts, and to define the powers and juris~ 


_ diction of the same—read first time—rule suspended, read 2d time 


by caption, and referred to the Judiciary committee. .. 

On motion of Mr. Stout, rule suspended and Senate bill for 
the relief of Ira B. Demint, taken up and passed to a third read- 
ing, rule further swspended—read 3d time and: passed by a con- 
stitutional vote as follows +. 

Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew,. Bell, 


Bonner, Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of Liberty, Crosby,’ 


Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of Colorade, Davis, Dickson, 
Dongherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hale, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, McClana- 
han, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Neblett, Nickels, 
Ochiltree, Parker of Tarrant, Parker of Anderson, Parsons, 
Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Riehardson, Runnels, Rush- 
ing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, 
Stedman, Stont, Sullivan, Taylor, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, 
West, White, Williams of Lamar, Williams of Augustine, Witt, 
Wood Worsham,—70. . 

N ays.——none. 

Mr Brown by leave, made the following report: The com- 
mittee on Historical records, to whom was referred the message 
of the Governor enclosing a chronological index of Documents 
in the Spanish language, still untranslated and among the 
archives of Bexar county, have duly considered the subject and 
the reeommendations, and recommend translating the same, and 
having both the original and! translated. copies transferred from 
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Dezir comnty to'the Department of State at the Seat of Govern- 
ment, and believing the object a worthy and desirable one cateu: 
lated to throw Great ieht on the past history of otir State, have 
instructed me to report the acronipan] ying bill, and respectfully 
reconimend its passage. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for thre’ transtation and 
transfer of a portion of the archives of Bexar county ; read first 
tiime—rule suspended, read 2d time by caption. > v 

Mr Ochiltree: offered the following amendment: Amend 
Section 3d by striking out all that portion that refer to the de- 
struction of any documents—adopted. 


Bill as amended ordered to be engrossed—-ruie' further suis 


pended, read 3d-time and passed. 

Mr Bell introduced a bill to incorporate the town of Belville: ; 
read first time——rule suspended, read 2d time ‘by caption, ahd 
referred to the committee on State affairs. 

On motion the House adjourned until 3 o’clock r. m. 

3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, the House proceeded to take up} 
the business on the Speakers table and orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A Senate bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the Galves- 
ton and Red River Railway company, and supplementary to the 
several acts incorporating said company; taken up. 

Mr Dancy rose to a question of order viz: That a Senate 
bill to amend an act supplementary to an act te establish the 
Galveston, Houston and Henderson Rail Road company, pend— 
Ing when thé House: adjourned on Friday last, was properly 
before the House. The Speaker decided that the pill for -the 
relief of the Galveston and Red River Railway &c. was before the 
House, from which decision Mr Dancy appealed to the House. 
The House sustained the decision of the chair. 

Mr Sherwood moved to reconsider the vofe laying on the 
table. Amendment offered by Mr. Gay—lost. 

Amendment offerred by Mr. Sayles being before the House, 
Mr. Sayles moved to lay the same on the ‘table—lost. 

Mr Adrian moved the previous question which being duly 
seconded, the main question was ordered to be put. 

The main question being the adoption of the amendment the 
saine was put and amendment adopted. 

Mr MeMillin offered the foliowing. amendment, which on 


motion. of Mr. Gaines was laid on table: “ amend by Striking ` 


out the Branching privileges rétained in the bill as amended,” a 
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On motion of Mr Stedman the vote adopting. the amend- 
ment was reconsidered, whereupon Mr. Smith of Harrison 
offered the following substitute for the amendment:. Provi- 
ded, that the act to regulate Rail Road companies, approved 
Feb’y 7th 1853, shall apply to this charter—adopted, and amend- 
Ment as substituted adopted. 

Mr Sayles moved the previous question which being duly 
seconded, the main question was ordered, which being the pas- 
sage of the bill to a 3d reading, the same was put and the bill 
passed to 3d reading. E 

On motion of Mr Rushing the vote passing the bill to a 3d 
reading was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr Ardrey, the committee on Land Frands 
was excused from attendance on the House.” 

n p? motion the House adjourned until to-morrow 10 o’clock 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Jan. 8th, 1856. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quoruni 
present. : 
Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
PETITIONS. 


Mr Ochiltree presented the petition of John Graves, for re- 
lief; referred to committee on private land claims, No. 2. 
Mr Richardson presented the petition of Polly Ann Petello, 
for relief; referred to committee on military affairs. | 

Mr Martin of Lavaca, presented the petition of S. B. Dickin- 
son, for relief; referred to committee on claims and accounts, 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. °* 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported the following bills as correctly engrossed : | 

A bill to be entitled, au act to incorporate the town of Rusk, | 
in the connty of Cherokee. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to authorize and require the county | 
court of the county of Brazoria, to establish, discontinue, and 
regulate public and private roads in said county, and to canse 
public roads and bridges to be constructed and kept in gocd re- | 
pair. 
Mr Stedman, chairman pro tem. of the committee on the Ju- | 
diciary, to whom were referred the following bills, reported the 
same back te the House, and recommend their passage : 

A bill for the relief of Felix G. Stanley. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Paris, with the following | 
mendments : oa . l 
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Sec. 12th, end of fourth line—amend by adding after the word 
“jurisdiction,” the words “provided the tax shall not exceed 
oue-half the county tax.” | 

A bill creating the 18th judicial district, and to define the 
time of holding the courts therein, and to provide for the elec— 
tion of a district judge and district attorney, with the accompa- 
nying amendments : 

Amendinents—Amend by striking from the Ist section the 
counties of ‘ Gillespie and Kerr,” and adding thereto the coun— 
ties of “ Karnes, Cibilo, and Atascoso.” 

Strike from the 2d section all after the first sentence, and 
insert after the words “to wit,” the following: 

In the county of Cibilo on the 1st Mondays of March and Sep- 
tember, and may continue in session one week. 

In the county of Karnes, on the first Mondays after the first 
Mondays in March and September, and may continue in session 
two weeks. l 

In the county. of Atascoso, on the 3d Mondays after the 1st 
Mondays of March and September, and may continue in ses~ 
sion one week. 

In the county of Medina, on the 4th Mondays after the 1st 
Mondays of March and September, and may continue in ses- 
sion two weeks. 

In the county of Bandera, on the 5th Mondays after the lat 
Mondays of March and September, and. may continue in session 
one week. 

In the county of Llano, on the 6th Mondays after the 1st 
Mondays of March and September, and may continue in session 
one week. i 

In the county of San Saba, on the 7th Mondays after the Ist 
Mondays of March and September, and may continue in session 
two weeks. l i 

In the county of Uvalde, on the 9th Mondays after the ist 
Mondays of March and September, and may continue in session 
one week. 

In the county of Kinney, on the 10th Mondays after the 1st 
Mondays of March aud September,and may continue in session 
‘one week. 

Inthe county ef Maverick, on the 11th Mondays after the Ist 
Mondays of March and September, and may continue in session 
‘one week, 

Erase al] after the word “ repealed” in the fonrth section, and 


insert the words * provided, that until a judge and district attor- 
ney shall have been elected in and for said dis'rict, under the- 


Provisions of the last foregoing settion, the district court o¢ 
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Karnes county shall be held as heretofore, by the judge of the 
14th judicial district, and that the district attorney of said 14th 
judicial district shall perform the duties of his office in said 
Karnes county. 

Add the following section ? 3 

Sec. 5. That this act take effect from and after its passage. 

On mofion of Mr Waelder the rule was suspended and report 
and bill taken up. 

Amendments of the committee adopted. pper 

Mr West offered the following amendment: An actto create 


and organize the 18th judictal district, and to define the time of 


holding courts therein. 

On motion the bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed. 

The rule was further suspended, and bill as amended read 
third time, ard passed. l 

Mr Stedman. chairman pro tem. of the committee on the Ju- 
diciary, made the following report: l 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to amend an act, entitled an act to regulate the license of prac- 
ticing attorneys, and practice of attorneys and counselors at law, 
have instructed me to report the same back to the House, and 
recommend its indefinite postponement. "he object ot the bill 
is to allow clerks of the county and district courts to practice as 
attorneys at law in eourts other than titese of which they are 
respectively the clerks. Your committee can see no good reason 
why this privilege should be granted to clerks of courts; and as 
it might frequently ereate a conflict between the mterest and 
duties of those officers, sound policy requires that it should be 
withheld, 

Also reported back to the House a bill to incorporate the city 
of San Antonio, with the following amendments, and recom- 
mend its passage: 21st clause, Ist section of third- article, add 
afier the words “ seasonable hours,” the words ‘in the day time.” 

3d section, 4th article, sixth line, insert between the’ words 
“he” and “may,” the words, “with the alderman;” also in 
same line, strike out “his,” and insert “ their.” 

Art. 5th, section 6th, strike out “ every free white male per- 
son over the age of twenty-one years,” and insert “ every person 
who may be a qualified elector under the Constitution of the 
State, and ” l ; 

Also a bill (Senate) to be entitled, an act supplementary fo an 
act to incorporate the towa of Jefferson, approved the 30th of 
March, 1848, and recommend its passage. ° 

Mr Parker of Tarrant, chairman of the committee on State 
affairs, to whom were referred the following bills, reported the 
same hack to the House, and recommended their passage. 
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A bill to incorporate the town of Moscow, and to define the 
powers and jurisdiction of said corporation. 

A bill to incorporate Live Oak Lodge No. 54, of ‘Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, i 


A bill to` incorporate Caldwell. Lodge No. 48, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. | os 


A bill toincorporate Dallas Lodge No. 44, Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows. ` 
Also a bill to be entitled an act to regulate the branding and 
the sale of unmarked cattle, and ask to be discharged from: fwr- 
ther consideration of the same. l 


Also the following bills, with amendments, and recommend 
their passage. —_ . 

ANpill to incorporate the Galveston’ Gas company. l 

Amendment—In Sec. 6th, in the sixth line, after the word 
“fine,” insert “not exceeding one hundred dollars,” and after 
“imprisonment, insert “ not exceeding ten days.” 

A bill to be entitled, an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
incorporate the town of Columbus, approved Feb, 8th, 1854, 
with the fotfowing amendments z` i 

In See. 9d of said act, in the twelfth lime, before the word 
“provided,” insert the following: “ provided’, that before thé 
tax shall be levied and assessed, the Mayor and Alderman shal? 
submit the proposition to tax to the qualified electors for corpor: 
ate officers, at an election to be ordered by the Mayor for that- 
purpose; and if a majority of the electors vote for the proposed 
tax, then it shall be lawful for the corporation to levy and col- 
lect the same, in such manner as provided for in this act.” 

A bill to incorporate the town of Texana, with the followme 
amendments = strike ont the 8th section of theact. ia 

On motion of Mr White, rule suspended, and the report and’ 
bill taken up—amendment of the committee concurred in, and 
bill as amended ordered to be engrossed ; rule further suspended, 
bll as amended read third time, and passed. 

Mr Parker, chairman of the commtttee on State affairs, made 
the following report : | 

The committee on State affairs, to whom were referred the fòt- 
lowing bills and petitions of sundry citizens of the town of Mos-' 
cow and vicinity, asking for the passage of alaw prohibiting the ° 
sale of ardent spirits within a certain area therein named’; a bill 
to be entitled, an act regulating and restricting the sale of spirit- 
vous or vinous liquors; petition of sundry citizerié ‘of Rusk 
county, protesting against the passage of a prohibitdty liquor 
law ; a bill to be entitled, an act to suppress public dtunkénness s 
a bill to be entitled, an’ aet to prevent the sale of intoxicating’ 
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fiquors within five miles of the town of Henderson, excepting 
for medicinal or mechanical or sacramental purposes; memorial 
from sundry citizens of the town of Palestine, praying for the 
passage ofa law prohibiting the sale of ardent spirits, within two 
miles of said town; a bill to be entitled, an actto prohibit the 
sale of spirituous or vinous liquors, or cider of any kind, within 
three miles of the ferry; at the town of Parkersrille, Anderson 
county ; and a bill to be entitled, an act to regulate and restrict 
the sale of spirituous liquors, have had the same under consid- 
eration, and instruct me to report the above named petitions and 
bills back to the House, and ask to be discharged from their fur- 
ther consideration, as the relief sought is already embraced in a 
general bill, now before the committee. 

- Mr Runnels, one of the committee on State affairs, made the 
-following report: 

The committee on State affairs, to whom were referred sundry 
bills on the subject of a liquor law, instract me, as one of the 
committee, to report the same back to the House, and recommend 
its passage. I deem it annecessary to urge upon the considera- 
tion of the House any of the stereotyped enlogies of the beauties 
of temperance, or any of the patent objections to drankenness 
which have so often filled the mind with shuddering horiors. | 
believe that all are satisfied of the necessity of regulating the 
sale of intoxicating liquors. Without any effort on my part to 
arouse a feeling on the subjeet of intemperance, which has too 
often led to the passage of laws infringing upon the sacred rights 
of personal liberty, as was the case in the passage by several of 
the other States, of what is known as the Maine Liquor Law. 
That law passed beyond the ordinary boundaries of legitimate 
legislation, in regulating the traffic in spirituous liquors. It ere- 
ated a hateful system of espionage upon the action and conduct 
of the citizen, and even went so far as tothrust ifs obtrusive 
kand down his throat, and explore his digestive organs, and pro- 
nouncing what might possibly be injurious, and forbid its use. 

Deeply as-I am impressed with an abhorrence of the evils of 
-intemperance, { could not conscientiously recommend such a 
law to the favorable consideration of the Legislature. If, in- 
deed, we were all wise, and good—if, in short, we possessed the 
eommanding attributes of Deity, it would be indisputably right 
|for ns to regulate the eating, drinking, and clothing passions 
and consciences of the people, ia such a manner as to prevent 
erime and the attendant consequences; but as we are mere med, 
possessing a fair proportion of the ordinary weaknesses and folly 
of human beings, it would be absurd in us to regulate crime in 
advance of its commission by punishing. an otherwise innocent 
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act for fear it might lead to the commission oferise The last 
session of the Legisiature attempted to regulate and restrict the 
sale of spirittious liquors, but from causes not nécéssary to enun- 
erate, the statnte was found to be inoperative, and the result has 
been the sale of spirituous liquors ever since, without a license, 
by which the licence tax has been entirely lost. The vote of the 
people on that law has furnished us the indisputable evidence of 
their wishes in relation to this matter. In a pecuniary view, 
some such law as the one now presented, would not only save the 
poor unfortunate drunkard a thousand per cent. upon every 
drinkof liquor he takes, but likewise will be of considerable ad- 
vantage to the counties; whereas there is now no revenue de- 
rived from this source. The second section is in effect a grant 
of the right to vote the issuance in a neighborhood, to which 
there can be urged but one objection—and that is, that the Leg- 
islature of the State being vested in the Senate and House ot 
Representatives, that this is delegating that power toa neighbor- 
hood. This objection is believed to be a good one where itis ap- 
plied to laws leaving to a vote of the people a particular act, 
which is to go into effect npon a favorable vote by the people ; 
but such is not the-case in this instance, for this act goes into 
effect from its passage, granting to the county courts power to 
issue a license upon certain conditions, one of which is, that the 
applicant shall procure the assent of a majority of the legal voters 
of the neighborhood, to his retailing in their midst. This condi- 
tion is based upon the same principle as that requiring bond, be- 
sides it is eminently just and proper that it should be thus con- 
conditional; for in many neighborhoods such establishments are 
justly regarded as a nuisance, from the fact that they lead the 
young and thoughtless into habits of dissipation and ruin; for 
which reason the citizens that are to be so much effected by such 
an establishment, should have the power to protect themselves 
against it. Several of the larger towns and cities of the State 
are excluded from the operation of the condition last referred 
to—many reasons might be urged why they should beso. The 
committee believe that legislation on this subject should not go 
in advance of public sentiment—that the cities should be looked 
upon as they are composed of mixed populations, entertaining 
varied sentiments upon the subject. 

That as they stand to reqnire,the previous assent of 2 majo- 
rity of their legal voters would practically convert to prohibition 
a principle difficult to enforce, and to which the committee is 
opposed. The bill now presented to the House is a compro- 
mise between the entire prohibition of the retail of spirituous - 
liquors and letting the matter alone to regulate itself, tor which 
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reason ail parties should come forward and give it their support, 
for ‘we are all bound to see the great necessity of-regulating 
the traffic insome way, and I believe that this is the only prae- 
tical course that we can take calculated to give general satis- 
faction to the people. Another reason why we should: suppors 
it, is that the tax derived from the sale of the liquor is rendered 
subservient te the interest of the counties, in adding to the 
amount of their revenue. I will again reiterate my conviction 
as to the impolicy ef laws so ‘stringent upon the subject as to 

violate the strictly personal rights of the citizen. Wor do J 

believe the cause ot temperance will be advanced in coer~ 
cion in the shape of prohibition Jaws. Public sentiment is the 
surest corrective that can be applied to evils of this character, 
and all proper efforts to influence it should be used by every 

good citizen of the country. 

Temperance Societies, the order of the Sons ef Temperance, 
and the Temple of Henor, so long as they are confned te the 
great cause of Temperance, and disconnected from the field of 
nolitics, will remain powerful auxiliaries towards establishing 
and maintaining a correct public sentiment, and are far more 
efficient in driving intemperance and immorality from our midst 
than would be a hundred prohibitory laws passed by this Legis- 
lature. ; 

A bill authorising the County Courts of this State to grant 
license for the retail of spiritnous, vinous aud intoxicating li- 
quors in quantities less than aqnart, and imposing a license tax 
for- such privilege. | 

Mr Charlton, chairman of the committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the followiag bills: 

A bill to provide for the payment. of surveys made by virtue 
of land scrip. 

A bill to amend the 4th section of “an Act to organize County 
Courts,” passed March 16, 1853. j i 

A Senate bill, relating to the duties af Assessors and Collec: 
tors of Taxes. Lo i 

Reported same back to the House and recommended their 
passage. . 

-Mr Charlton, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following report: a y : 

.The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a Senate 
bill for ihe relief of Noah T. Byars, for the sum of fifty-six 
dollars, the same being due according to the prayer of the pe- 
titioner by the ltate Republic of Texas for one month’s rent; 
of a-honse in the town of Washington, in which the Conven- 
dion sat in March, 1836, and in which the Declaration of Texas 
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_Tudependence was made, have maturely considered the same. 
The committee are of opinion that the said Noah T: Byars has 
slept too long upon his rightS; had his claim .beeh a just and 

_ equitable one, he would have received compensation dong sitice. 
I am, therefore, instructed by a majority of the-committee to 

report the bill back to. the Heuse and recommend that it be in- 

definitely postponed. 

Mr Parker of T., moved to sespend the rule—that the report 
and bill be taken ap and referred to the committee on Public 
Debt; lost. : 

Mr Truehart, one of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: l . 

‘he committee on Finance, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of sundry citizens of Coryell county, asking for a change 
of the law relative to cost in criminal cases, have maturely con- 
sidered the same, and a majority of said committee have re- 
quested to make the followimg teport. That the present law, — 
regulating fees. of office, requires county officers to perform 
services free of costs iz suits in which the State is a party and 
against which a deeision of the District Conrt is made. Your 
committee believe that it is the policy of the State te pay off- 
cers for services actually rendered—that officers would be stim- 
ulated to a more faithful; efficient, and prompt execution of 
their duties. Your.comnittee have requested me to present the 
accompanying bijl and respectfully recommend its passage: 

+ Mr Bell, one of the committee on Private Land Claims, Ne 
1, to which was referred the petition of the children of John 
Gibbs, made the dullowing minority report: . 

The said certificates, headriglhts, bounty and donations, grant- 
ed ty the heirs of John Gibbs, a volunteer in the Texas Revo- 
lution, on the application of his children, were improperly is- 
sued to them instead of to their father, who is living. They, 
under the persuasion anc belief that their father was dead, made 
application for these certificates. Arter the certificates were 
issued by the proper otticers, they learned that their father was 
not dead, but hving. These are the facts assetforth and shown 
by the petition, the certificates themselves and the statement of 
a witness cognizant of the facts. 

Their father being entitled to the certificate instéad of them 
they have-brought the certificates before the Legislature, and 
asked that an Act be passed for his reliet—directing tlhe @om+ 
wigstoner to patent the land, which may be located by thése 
certificates to their father, Jolin Gibbs,-instead of 'té thdmeel ves. 
Iuarj'see no reasokable objection to granting tHe petition'ot' 
these children. The request is not for a grant óf Rad! bat tol 
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change into the proper direction a grant which has already been 
made. I therefore recommend that the relief prayed for be 
granted, and that the bill herewith presented be passed. 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims 
No 1, to whom were referred the following petitions: 

Petition of R K Hasmer—by heirs of John Patrick, assignee 
tor relief; 

Petition of Joseph Henson for relief ; 

Reported bills for their relief. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Patrick ; read first 
time. te, 8 
A bill for the relief of Joseph Henson ; read first time. 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims 
No 1, to whom were referred the following bills: 

A. bill for the relief of Miles Bennet ; g 

A Senate bill for the relief of James Lamb; 

Reported the same back to the House and recommended their 
passage. : 

Mr Cleveland of L., chairman of the committee on private 
land claims no, 2, made the following report : 

The committee, on private Jand claims no, 2, to whom was 
referred the petition of Larkin Martin have considered the same 
—the facts are, that said Martin came to Texas as a volunteer in 
July, 1836, that he performed military services in the Company 
of Captain M. R. Snell, and was honorably discharged, that he 
was a single man and that he has resided in the country to the 
present time, that he has received a headright for six hundred and 
forty acres. The committee are of opinion that he was entitled 
under the law to a headright for one third of a league of land, 
and have instructed me to report the accompanying bill granting 
to him the additional quantity of eight hundred and thirty-six 


acres, and recommend tts passage—bill read 1st time. 


Mr Cleveland of L., chairman of the eommittee on private land 
claims no. 2, made the following report: 

The committee on private lard claims no. 2, to whom wa 
referred the petition of Felix G. Secrest, have instructed me to 
report a bill for his relief—bill read first time. 

Mr Cleveland of L., Chairman of the committee or private 
jand claims no. 2, made the following report: 

The committee on private land claims no. 2, te whom was re- 
ferred a bill for the relief of Charles Lenney have considered 
the same. From the proof addnced, the committee are of opin- 
jon that the said Linney is not by virtue of any law, entitled toa 
headright, they therefore recommend tke indefinite postpoue- 
ment of said bill. 
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Also, reported back te the House, a blll for- the relief. of. 
ie of isabel Ceiders, and recommend its indefsite roint. 
ment, for insufficiency of proof of the same. ue p 

Mr Cleveland of L., chairman of the committee. on private 
land claims No. 2, to whom was referred the petition of William 

T. Patterson, reported a bill for his relief—read first time. ` 

Also, having considered the petition of Peter F. Houston, re- 
ported a bill for his relief and recommended its passage—read 
first time. l 

Mr Cleveland of L., chairman of the commttee on private 
land claims’ No. 2, made the followimg report: l 

The committee on private land claims No. 2, to whom was ` 

referred the petition of Rees D. Price, asking for a certificate 
for one league and labor of land, have considered the same—the 
facts before the committee were, that said petitioner emigrated 
to the Republic of Texas as a volunteer in the month of May, 
1836, that he performed military services in three different 
Companies during the war—that he has resided in Texas ever 
since—that he has not received any headright certificate by 
virtue of his emigration, Your committee are unanimously of 
opinion that the applicant is entitled to a headright under the 
law, but in as much as there was no proof before them in re- 
gard to the petitioner being the head of a family or a married 

man, they have instructed me-to report the accompanying bill 

for his relief, granting a certificate for one-third of a league of 
land, and respectfully recommend its passage—read first time. 

Also, have considered a bill for the relief of Egbert Grant, 
and report the same back to the House arid recommend its 
passage. ; 

' Mr Cleveland of L., chairman of the committee on- private 
land claims No. 2, made the following report : 

The committee on private land claims No. 2, to whom was 
rferred the petition of Thomas B. Howard, as the heir of Eliza- 
beth Howard, have considered the same—the said Elizabeth it 
ppears emigrated to ‘Texas in January, 1839, and was the head 
fa family—that she remained in the country as a citizen 
ereof till her death in 1852, that she never received any land 
y virtue of her emigration and residence. The committee 
ave instructed me to report the accompanying bill for the 
dief of the heirs of Elizabeth Howard, and: recommend. its 

gage—biil read first time. ao 
Mr Cleveland of L., chairman of the committee on private 

claims No, 2, made the following report: 


he committee on private land claims No. 2, to ` ye n was 
ri 
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erred the petition of William Grant Cannon, askin 
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have considered the same, and from the evidence before them, 
they believe the petitioner is justly entitled to the relief prayed 
for,.and the accompanying bill for his relief is teported to the 
‘House, and its passage respectfully reéommended—bill read 
‘first time. ' 

Mr Crosby, chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, to 
whom was referred a bill supplementary to an act relating to 
the Indians of Texas reported the samé back to the House and 
recommended its passage. | a 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had concurred in the amendments of the 
House, to a dill to re-organize the Eighth Judicial District, and 
define the time of holding the District Court therein. 

Mr Locke, one of the joint committee on enrolled bills re- 
ported correctly enrolled, and this day presented.to the Gover. 
nor for his signature the following bills: 

A bill to incorporate the Texas and New Orleans Telegraph 
Company. 

An act making an appropriation for the per diem pay and 
mileage of the members of the 6th Legislature and per diem 
‘pay of the officers of the same. - 

A bill to. be entitled an act supplementary to an act to change 
the 6th and 9th Judicial Districts, and to define the time of 
holding courts therein. 

And a bill to incorporate the town of Cameron, in Milam 
‘county. 

_ Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed, the following bills : 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to incorporate 
the town of Lagrange, in the county of Fayette. 

-Abil to be eatitled an act to amend the 5th and 12th sec 
tions of the act regulating estrays, and to repeal the 14th sec 
tion of the same. . À 
. Mr Randolph, chairman of the committee on claims a 
accounts, to whom was referred the petition of the heirs of Geo 
W. Nichols, and the petition of Eli Mitchell for relief, reporte 
‘bills for their relief which were severally read first time. 

Mr Randolph, chairman of the same committee, made th 
following report : _ 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referre 
the -petition and accompanying documents of Ferdinand 
Lindheimer, have carefully considered the game. The pe! 

, tioner was employed by Gov. Bell to translate and print t 
laws of the extra session (Fourth Legislature) in the Germ 
language, fer which service he has'‘not been paid. 
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The committee are clearly of the opinion, from „the evidence 
before them, that the claim -of Mr Lindheimer is jae A ne Saski 
tobe. paid, and instruct me to report the accompanying, ill for 
his relief, and respecttully recommend its passage-—bill read 
first, time. ; . oat 

Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of the committee on slayes..a d 
slavery, to whom were referred the following bills, reported the 

same back to the House and recommended their passage: ` 

“ A bill to amend an act for the relief of Philip Evans, ap- 
proved Dec. 3d, 1851”—‘Joint resolution relating to the inge- 
curity of slave property.” . 

“A bill to permit. certain, persons of color to remain in the 
county of Harrison two years after their suit for freedem, 
now pending in said county, shall have been determined, pro- 
vided the suit be decided in their favor,” with the following 
amendment : 

Amend by inserting after the werd “freed,” the words 
“claiming to haye been the property of Gabriel Moore, late of 
Alabama.” 

On motion of Mr Ochiltree, rule suspended and the last 
named bill taken up and amendment proposed by the commit: 
tee concurred in, and bill as amended ordered te be engrossed ; 
rulefarther suspended, and bill as amended read third time. 

Mr Adrian offered the following amendment: 

Amend by striking out “wo years” wherever it occurs in the 
bill, and insert “ten months.” 

On motion of Mr Worsham daid on the table. Question 
being upon the final passage of the bill, the yeas and nays 
being demanded, the vote stood as follows : . 

Yeras—Messts. Speaker, ‚Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bell, Bonner, Brown, Busby, Cleveland, of Bexar, Crabbe, 
Crosby, Darden of Colorado, Davis, Ha GaAs Ketor, Ellison, 
Francis, Gaines, Gay, Hines, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Latham, 
lawhon, Loeke, Martin of Henderson, Martin of Lavaca, 
McClanahan, McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Neblett, Nickels, 
Ochiltree, Qwings, Parker of Anderson, Parker of Tarrant, 
Parsons,’ Richardson, Runnels, Sayles, Selman, Shaw,. Sher- 
vood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, 
Sedman, Stent, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throekmorton, ‘Tompkins, 
ruehart, West, Williams of Lamar, Wood and Worsham,..60. 
Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Cleveland of Liberty, Dalry, aple, 
acy, Dennis, Dickson, Green,-Hale, Junker, Melton, Ran, 
iph, Reeves, Rushing; Taylor, Trigg, White, Williams of 
an Augustine and Witt—18. 2) eee eee 
So the bill passed. 
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Mr Latham offered the folowing resolution:  — 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be instructed and re- 
quired to procure a list of the members of the present Legisla- 
tore, the names of their connties and Post Offices, and cause 
two hundred copies of the same to be printed tor the use of the 
officers and members of this House. Adopted. 

Mr Trueheart moved that the House stand adjourned until 
3 o’clock, P. M. Lost. 

On motion oi Mr Crosby, the rule was suspended, and a Sen. 
ate bill, to incorporate the town of Chappell HiH, taken up,. and 
the amendment of the committee concurred in. Rule furthor 
suspended and bill asamended passed to a third reading. Rule 
further suspended and bill read third time and passed. 

Mr Green moved to adjourn until to-morrow, at 10 o’clock, 
A. M.; yeas and nays being demanded, the House adjourned 
by the following vote: ` 

Yuas—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Charlton, Cleveland of Bexar, Crabbe, Crosby, Darden af 
Colorado, Davis, Ellison, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, 
Latham, Lawhon, Martin of Henderson, Merrick, Neblett, 
Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, 
Randolph, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sher- 
wood, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stedman, Stout, 
Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Thompkins, Trigg Truehart, Wael: 
der, West, Williams of Lamar and Witt—51. 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Brown, Busby, Cleveland of Liberty, 
Dalrymple, Dancy, Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Fran. 
cis, Gaines, Hines, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of Lavaca, Me 
Clanahan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Parker of Anderson, 
Pettus, Reeves, Runnels, Throckmorton, White, Williams of 
San Augustine, Wood and Worsham—24. 


House or REPRESENTIVES, ! 
Austin, January 9th, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

-Jonraal of yesterday read and adopted. y 
PETITIONS. 

Mr Neblett presented the petition of Sterling Dobie, admin- 
istfatór of the estate of Nathaniel J. Dobie for relief—referre 
to the committee on Public Debt. 

‘M? Williams of Lamar, presented’ the petition of the heirs 0 
Robèrt Hunter for land—referred to the committee on Priva 
Land Claims, No. 2. z 
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Mr Smith of Harrison, presented the petition of Sundry citi- 


zens of Harrison county, praying for the emati¢ipation of Fas, 
H. Battle from minotity—referred to the committee ou, the 
Judiciary. R DNE a 

Mi Tarver presented the petition of P. W. McNeese, for lend, 
s-teferred to the committee on Private Land Clainis, ‘No. 1. 

` REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. | 

Mr Stedman, one of the committee on Internal’ Improve- 
ments, made the following report : | 

The committee to whom was referred “a bill amending and 
supplementary to an act to incorporate the Henderson and 
Burkeville Railroad Company, approved January 27th, 1854,” 
report the same back to the House, and recommend its passage, 
with the accompanying amendments. 

Sec. 6th. -That the Mexican Gulf and Henderson Railroad 
Company, may commence the construction of their road at any 
practicable point at or near the head of tide water on the Sa- 
bine, Neches or Trinity rivers, as they may select, and if said 
company shall make such commencement they shall be, and 
are hereby required te complete their road from said point to 
the town of Henderson, before they extend it to the terminus on 
Sabine Lake or Galveston Bay. ' 

Sec. 7th. That said company, by accepting the benefits of 
the provisions of this act, skall be deemed to surrender all trav- 
eling privileges contained in the original act of incorporation or 
in any act amendatory thereof, and shall be confined to the 
construction of the main trunk ef their road as defined in the 
amendatory act of the 27th January, 1854, and ir this act and 
the extention thereof, as provided in this act. 

Change section 6 to section 8. 

On motion of Mr Stedman, rule suspended, and report and 
bill taken up, and amendments by the committee concurred in; 
rule further suspended, and bill as amended passed to a third 
reading; rule further suspended, and bill as amended read 
third time and passed by a constitutional vote, as follows: 

Yeas—Meessrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Brown, 
Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, 
Crabbe, Dalrymple, Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, 
Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hines, Hooker, 
Junker, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martiu of Lavaca, McCown, 
McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Ochiltree, Owings, 
Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Reeves, Richard- 
son, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Har- 
rison, Smith of Newton, Stedman, Stout, ‘Tarlton, Taylor, © 
Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, West, 
White, Williams of Lamar, Wood and Worsham—63. 
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Nays—Messrs. McClanahan, Parkér of Anderson, Randolph, 
Sullivan, Tarver, Williams of San Augustine and Witt—7. 

Mr Ochiltree, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Be it resotved, That the Governor of the State of Texas be 
requested to inform this House, whether or not he. has at any 
time received any communication from the Governor of the 
State of Massachusetts concerning the passage of an act by the 
Tegislature of said State of Massachusetts, having reference to 
the act of the Congress of the United States, known as the 
“Eugitive Slave Law,” and that if he has received-any such 
communication, that he furnish a copy of the same to this 
House at as early a period as practicable—rule requiring the 
resolution to lay on the table one day for consideration, sus- 
pended, and resolution adopted. 

On motion of Mr Stedman, Mr Devereaux was excused from 
and after the 20th inst., for the remainder of the session. 

Mr Kitirell, chairman of the committee on Education, to 
.whom was referred a petition to incorporate Mantua Institute, 
in Collin county; and a petition to incorporate Waverly insti- 
tute, ta Walker county, reported bills for the incorporation of 
said Institutes, which were severally read first time. 

Wr White, chairman of the committee on Public Land, to 
whom were referred. the following bills, reported the same back 
to the House, and recommended their passage : 

A bill for the relief of pre-emptors. 

A bill for the relief of persons who had legal files on the re- 
serve lands, made by the act to provide for the construction of 
the Mississippi and Pacifie Railroad. : 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, | 
No. 1, made the following report: | 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1, to whom was 
referred the petition of John W. Crabbe, asking an augmenta- 
tion of 640 acres of land, have duly considerod the same. Pe- 
titioner avers that he immigrated to the Republic in 1837, nnd 
received a certificate for. 640 acres of land as a single man; 
that he afterwards married on the 15th day of Febrnary, 1838, 
whieh entitles him to 640 acres more. The committee are 
unantmously of the opinion that Mr Crabbe procrastinated his 
nuptial day too long, by at least three months, to obtain the re- 
lief sought for,as the law under which he immigrated expired 
on the Ist day of October, 1837. The committee thetofore ask 
Hs rejection, 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
No. 1, to whom were reterred the petition of the heirs of Samue: 
T. Brown; the petition of the heirs of Susan Salee; the petition 


~~ 
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| the pétition of John Van Hagen ; reported billefor their relief, 
| which were-severally read first time. oe So 
Also, reported back to the House and recommended its pas- 
gage, & bill for the relief of Ruth McFadden. a E, 
Also, reported back to the House, a Senate bill for the relief 


of.the heirs of John P. Robus, deceased, and recommended its , 


passage, with the following amendment: a , 

In the 8th line, Sec. 1, after the word “family,” strike out 
“previous to the Ist day of August, A. D., 1836,” and insert 
“previous to the Declaration of Independence.” 

Mr Ochiltree, chairman of the committee on Slaves and 
Slavery, to whom was referred a bill (Senate) making an ap- 
propriation of seven thousand dollars for the indemnification 
of the owners of slaves executed, reported the same back to the 
House and recommended its passage. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr Ector offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Internal Improvements be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of repealing all that 
portion of the Act known ae the “Act to provide for the eon- 
struction of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad,” approved 
Dec. 21, 1853, which requires that the company to whom the 
contract shall be awarded by the Governor of the State, shall 
deposit three hundred thousand dollars in the Treasusy of this 
State; and if in the opinion of said committee all that portion 
of said charter should be repealed, they be required to draw 
up and present a bill to repeal such portion of said charter— 
and that in lieu of said deposit of three hundred thousand 

odollars, they shal] also offer such amendment to the original 
charter‘ag will secure the interest of the State and the more 
‘speedy construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad. 

Mr Stedman moved the rejection of the resolution. 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty, moved the previous question, 
sien being duly s&onded, the main question was ordered to 

e put. ; 

The main question being upon the motion to reject the reso- 
lution, the yeas and nays being demanded, the House refused 
to reject the same by the following vote: ; 

Yras—Messrs. Cleveland of Bexar, Crabbe, Dennis, Gaines, 
Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, McCown, Merrick, 
Neblett, Nickels, Pollock, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Stedman, 
Tompkins, West, White, Williams of San Augustine, Wood-21, 

Nayvs—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, Brown, 


Busby, Cleveland of Liberty, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of | 


e 


* 


Miisa -) 
a 


Ree we 


352 ; 

Golorado, Davis, Dickson, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gay, Green, 
Hale, Hines, Hooker, Locke, Martin of Henderson, Martin of 
Lavaca, McClanahan, McMillin. Melton, Middleton, Norton, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of Anderson, Parker of Tarrant, 
Parsons, Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Sel- 
man, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stout, Sul- 
livan, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, Wil- 
liams of Lamar, Witt and Worsham—864. 

Question recurring on the adoption of the resolution, Mr 
Ector moved the previous question, which being duly-seeonded, 
the main question was erdered to be put. The main question 
being on the adoption of the resolution, the same was then 
adopted. l 

On motion of Mr Cleveland of Liberty, the House proceeded 
to take up the business on the Speaker’s table, and orders of 
the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The report of the Board of Commissioners, to have a 
general supervision over the Commissioners, Superintendent 
and Contractors for erection of a State Capitol, was read and 
referred, together with the accompanying documents, to the 
committee on Public Buildings. 

On motion of Mr West, 100 copies of the report ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr Gaines, rule suspended, and a bill for the 
relief of Thomas Cayce and Sarah White, taken up. 

Mr Gaines offered the following amendment : 

Amend the bill by striking out $2,150, and inserting $23,000 
to Thomas D. Cayce, as pay for eleven hundred head of cattle 
pea by the army of Texas, in the year of 1836-37 and part 
of °38. 

On motien of Mr MecMi'lin, amendment laid on the table. 

Mr Rushing moved to lay the bil! on the table, the yeas and 
nays being demanded, the House refused to lay the same on 
the table, by the following vote: 

Yeras—Messrs. Cleveland of Liberty, Crabbe, Dancy, Dick- 
son, Francis, Lawhon, Melton, Richardson, Rushing, Shaw, 
Smith of Newton and Wood—1lt. 

. Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, 
Brown, Busby, Chariton, Cleveland of Bexar, Crosby, Dalrym- 
ple, Darden of Colorado, Davis, Dennis, Dougherty, Ector, El- 
lison, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kitt- 
rell, Latham, Locke, Martin of Henderson, Martin of Lavaca, 
McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, 
Neblett, Nickels, Owings, Parker of Anderson, Parker of Tar- 
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rant, Parsons, Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, Runnells, Sayles, Sel- 
man, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, 
Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Throekmorton, Trigg, 
'Trueheart, Waelder, West, White, Williams of Lamar, Williams 
of San Augustine, Witt and Worsham—66. 

Mr. Kittrell offered the following amendment: Amend by 
allowing Col. Cayce interest at ten per cent. per anum from the 
time of damages until now—amendment laid on the table. 

Mr. Trigg moved the previous question, which being duly 
seconded, the main question was ordered to be put. 

The main question being on the engrossment of the bill, the 
yeas and nays being demanded, the same was ordered to be en- 
grossed by the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of Bexar, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of 
Colorado, Dennis, Ector, Ellison, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hooker, 
Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin of Lavaca, 
McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, 
Neblett, Nickles, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of Ander— 
son, Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Reeves, Run- 
nels, Sayles, Selman, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmor- 
ton, Trigg, Trueheart, Waelder, West, White, Williams of L., 
Worsham—59, 

Nays—Messrs. Bonner, Charlton, Crabb, Dancy, Dickson, 
Francis, Hale, Martin of Henderson, Melton, Randolph, Rich- 
ardson, Rushing, Shaw, Smith of Newton, Stedman, Williams 
of San Augustine, Witt, Wood—18. l 

Mr. Gaines moved a further suspension of the rule, and that 
the bill be read a 3rd time and passed —lost. : 

Mr, West by leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on slaves and slavery be in- 
structed to report to the House, Joint Resojutions expressive of 
our deep interest and sympathy with the friends of the South 
and of the constitution in Kansas, pledging the State of Texas to 
stand by them iu every reverse of fortune. 

Resolved, That they be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency and constitutionality of the State of Texas, appropriating 
asum of money for the purpose of aiding the South in coloniz- 
ing the territory of Kansas—adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, Messrs. West and Tarlton were 
added to the committee on Slaves and Slavery. 

On motion of Mr. Crosby, Mr. Nickels was added to the com- ` 
mittee on land titles west of the Nueces. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, Messrs. Ector, Tarver and Locke, 
Were added to the committee on Slaves and Slavery. 
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On motion of Mr. Tompkins, Mr. Dancy was added to the 
‘committee on Slaves and Slavery. i 

A message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
through his private Secretary. E - 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House of the passage of a biil (originating in the Louse) to 
provide for the payment of the six companies of mounted volun- 
teers mustered into the service of the State of Texas, on the 
Ist day of Nov. 1854, and to provide for the payment of balance 
of expenses incurred by said companies. peas 

Mr. Darden of Colorado (by leave) introduced a bill to pro- 
vide for a special election for judge of the first judicial district, 
read first time, rule suspended, read second time by caption 
and ordered to be engrossed, rule further suspended, read third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Norton moved a suspension of the rules, and that a bill 
for the protection of the frontier be taken up—lost. . 

Mr. Waelder moved that the rule be suspended, and that 
said bill be taken up and made the special order of the day 
for 11 o'clock on Friday next. 

Mr. Stout moved to adjourn untilto morrow at 10 o'clock, 
A. M.—lost. 

On motion the House adjourned until 3 o’clock, P. x. 

Pending—Mr. Waelder’s motion. 

3 o’clock, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, 

The rule was suspended, and bill for the protection of the 
frontier made the special order of the day for 11 o’clock, a. x. 
ou Friday next. ee sere 

On motion of Mr. Crosby, rule suspended, and a Senate bill 
for the relief of James W. Reed, taken up and passed to a third 
reading, rule further suspended, read third time and passed by 
a two-third vote, as follows: sie 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Askew, Bell, Bonner; Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, Crosby, Dal. 
rymple, Dennis, Dongherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, 
Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Kittrell, Locke, Martin ot 
H., Martin of L, McClanahan, McMillen, Melton, Merrick, 
Moore, Norton, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Randolph, 
Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sher- 
wood, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stedman, Stout, 
Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Truebeart, 
White, Williams of Lamar, Williams of San Augustine and 
‘W orsham—857. 
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Navs— Messrs. Dancy, Neblett, Pollock, Runnels, Witt and 
‘Wood—6, ` a, St a. 

Mr. Ector moved that the rule be suspended, and a bill for 
the relief of Phelix G. Stanley be taken up—lost. 

A bill for the relief of the Galveston and Red River Rail 
Road company, &c., being before the Heuse, Mr. Rushikg offer- 
ed the following amendment: l . 

Amend by adding to the Ist Section, Provided farther, that 
said company shall be required to complete the main trunk of 
said road to the thirty—second degree of north latitude, or until 
they shall connect with some road reaching to, or in the vincinity 
of Red River before they shall commence any branch road.” 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, bill and amendment made the 
special orderof the day for to-morrow, 11 o’clock, a. m. 

On m.tion of Mr. Ochiltree, rule suspended,and a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of W.S. Kennard, deceased, together with the 
report of the committee on privave land claitns, No. 1, recom- 

- mending the passage of a substitute for the same—taken up. 

Mr. Cleveland of Liberty moved to lay the report and bill 

on the table—lost. 

The substitute was then adopted, and bil as substituted, 
ordered to be engrossed, rule further suspended, and bill read 
third time. F 


Mr. Tarver moved to amend by inserting “ heirs at law,” 
adopted and bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, rule suspended, and the 
House preceeded to take up Senate bills on their first reading, 
and reports of committees on House bills. 

On motion of Mr. Dalrymple, rule suspended, and report of 
the committee on claims and accounts, on the petition, of J. P. 
Powers and M. Haynie, taken up, and petition re-reférred to 
the same committee. l 

Mr. McCown, (by leave) introduced a bill to amehd the 19th 
section of an act entitled, an act to regulate ferries, approved 
January 23d, 1850, read first time, rule suspended, read second 

time by caption, and referred to the committee on roads, bridges 
and ferries. 

The following Senate bills were read first time, rule suspended, 
read second time by caption, and referred to the committee on 
claims and accounts: 

A bill for the relief of Joab B. Harrall, Sheriff of Williamson 
county. 

To the committee on public lands. 
A bill forthe relief of S. A, Miller, assigneeof David Speers, - 
To the committee on private land claims, No. 2. 
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A bill for the relief of the heirs of Alfred Benton, deceased. 

To the special committee on Geological surveys: — 

A bill to provide for the Geological examination of the State 
of Texas. 

To the committee on Judiciary : 

A bill to define the 13th judicial district, and to define the 
time of holding courts therein. 

TYothecommittee on educatiou : 

A billto incroporate Margaret Houston Female College. 

And abill to amend the first, tenth, eleventh, twelfth and 
thirteenth sections of an act entitled, an act to incorporate 
Chappell Hill College, approved Tth February, 1850. 

Reportof the committee on the Judiciary recommending the 
indefinile postponement of sundry bills providing for change 
of names, and submitting a general bill to be entitled, 
an act providing a remedy for persons wishing to change their 
names and to adopt another, taken up, and report adopted— 
rnle suspended, and said bill read second time by caption, and 
ordered to be engrossed—rule further suspended, read third time 
and passed. l 

A bill to authorize the clerk of the county court of Anderson 
county to transcribe certain records, together with the report of 
the committee, recommending the passage of the same with 
an amendment; amendment concurred in, and bill as amended 
ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, and bill as amended 
read third time and passed. oe 

A resolution from the Senate, providing that the two Houses 
of the Legislature will adjourn on the 4th day of February 
next, to meet again on the Ist Monday in July; 1856. 

Mr, Dougherty moved to postpone the resolution until the ist 
day of February next. í 

On motion ef Mr. Ochiltree a call of the House was ordered. 

M. ssrs. Devereaux and Poag were excused from attendance 
on the House. 

Mr. Stedman moved to adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o’clock, 
A. w.—lost, 

Call suspended. 

Mr. Ochiltree moved to adjourn until to morrow, 10 o’elock, 
A. M.—lost. 

Mr. Taylor moved the previous question, which motion was 
duly seconded. 

On motion of Cleveland of Liberty, acall of the House was 
ordered, 

Cal] suspended. 
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Mr, Ochiltree moved to adjourt until to-morrow, 10 o'elock, 


A. M. : ; 

Mr. Dancy rose to a question of order, viz: -That when the 
motion for the previous question has been daly seconded, the 
question shall be put to the House, whether the House will order 
the main question, and that any other motion would be out of 
order. 

The Speaker decided that after the motion for the previous 
question duly seconded, bnt before the House sustains the mo- 
tion, by a majority, a motion for a call of the House or adjouin- 
ment isin order. 

Mr. Steadman appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

Decision of the Chair sustained. 

Quesion -recurring on the motion to adjourn until to-morrow, 
10 o'clock, a. m., the same was put and fost. 

On motion of Mr. McCown, a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, call suspended. 

The Question, “Shall the main question be now put?” being 
before the House, the yeas and nays being demanded, the main 
question was ordered by the following vote > 

Yras.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Charlton, Cleveland of Bexar, Crabb, Dalrymple, 
Darden of Colorado, Dickson, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, 
Gay, Grenn, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Locke, Martin of 
Lavaca, McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Neblett, Owings, Par- 
ker of Anderson, Parker of Tarrant, Reeves, Richardson, 
Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Smith of N., Stedman, Tarver, Tay- 
lor, Trigg, Waelder, Wi'liams of Lamar, Williams of San Au- 
gustine, and Witt,—46. : 

Nays.—Messrs. Ardrey, Busby, Cleveland of Liberty, Cros: 
by, Dancy, Davis, Dennis, Dougherty, Kittrell, Latham, Law- 
hon, McCown, Middleton, Moore, Nickles, Ochiltree, Parsons, 
Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Shaw, Sherwood, Sinith of Harris, 
Smith of Harrison. Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmorton, | 
Truehart, White and Worsham,—31. 

The main question being on the adoption of the resolution, 
the yeas and nays being demanded, the House refused to adopt 
the same by the following vote: l 

Ygas.—Messrs. Speaker Arnold, Askew, Bell, Cleveland of 
B., Crabb, Dalrymple, Dardets of Colorado, Dickson, Elison, 
Franéis, Green, Hale, Junker, King, Locke, Martifi'of Li, Me 

alien, McMillin, Neblett, Owings, Parker, of A.,’ Parker 

of T., Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Smith of Martis, Sted- 

_ Thaiti; Silllivan, Taylor, Trigg, Waelder, White avid Williams of 
Labia if 3 i G aa 
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‘‘Nays:—Messrs. Adrian, Seley, Bonner, ,-Buasby, Charlton, 
Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dancy, Davis, Dennis, ‘Dougherty, 
Ector, Gaines, Gay, Hooker, Kittrell, Latham,-Lawhan, Martin 
of H., McCown, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Nickles, © 
Ochiltree, Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, 
Runnels, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of ‘Harrison, Smith of New- 
ton, Stout, Tarlton, Tarver, Throckmorton, Truehart, Wilhams 
of San Augustine, Witt, ahd Worsham, —44. 

On motion, the House adjouned until to-morrow 10 o ‘clock 


A. M. 


Hovss or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Apstin, January 10th, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—-quorum 
present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr Moore, Mr Trigg was excused from at- 
tendance on the House. , 

Mr Ector moved to emda the vote refusing to adopt the 
Seuate’s resolution relating to an adjournment of both Houses 
of the Legislature. 

Mr Tarlton moved the previous question which was duly 
seconded. 

On motion of Mr Latham, a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr Latham the Sergeant at arms was dispatch- 
ed for absentees. 

Mr Moore moved a s suspension of the call—tost. 

Mr Gaines moved a suspension of the call—lost. 

Mr Moore moved a suspension of the call—lost. 

Mr Reeves moved to adjourn until 2 o'clock p. m.—lost. 

On motion of Mr Ochiltree call suspended. 

The yeas and nays being demanded the main question was 
ordered to be put by the following vote: ` 
* Yuas.—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of Bexar, Crabb, Darden of Colorado, Den- 
nis, Devereaux, Dickson, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, 
Green, Hale, Hooker, J anker, King,. Kittrell, Locke, Martin of 
Henderson, Martin of Lavaca, McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, 
Neblett, Owings, Parker of Anderson, Parker of "Tarrant, 
Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Sherwood, Smith of Harrison, 
Stedman, Stout, Taylor, Truehart, Waelder, Westy. White, Wil- 
liams of Lamar, Witt, and Worsham, —49. 

Navys.—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Chariton, o eveland 
of Liberty, Crosby, Dancy, Darden of Gonzales, Davis, Dough- 
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erty, Gay, Latham, Lawhon, McCown, Merriek, Middleton, 
Moore, Ochiltree, Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Richard- 
son, Runnels, Shaw, Smith, of Harris, Smith of Newton, Sul- 
livan Tarlton, Tarver, 'Fhreckmorton, ee acta Williams of 
San: Augusting Wood, — 34: 

The main question being upon the motion. to teconsider. the 
- vote refusing to adopt the resolution, the same was reconsidered 

Mr McMillin moved to lay the. resolution on the-table—lost. 

Mr Green moved to postpone the resolution umil Thursday 
next. 

Mr Moore moved to postpone the resolution until the 4th 
Monday in January inst. 

Question being on postponement until the 4th Monday in 
January, the same was put and lost. 

Question recurring on motion to postpone until Thursday 
next, the same was put and lost. 

Mr Gaines, offerred the following amendment: Amend by 
striking out “the first of July next,” and inserting the “first 
Monday i in October.” 

Mr Parsons offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment: Amend by striking out the words, *“ first Monday in 
October,” and insert “first Monday in December,” —lost, 

Mr Tarver moved the indefinite postponement of the resolu— 
tion and amendment. 

The yeas and nays being demanded, the House refused to 
indetinsitely postpone the-same by the following vote; 

Yras.—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Charlton, 
Cleveland of Liberty, Crosby, Dancy, Davis, Dougherty, Gay, 
Latham, Lawhon, Martin of Henderson, McCown, Merrick, 
Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Nickles, Ochiltree, Parsons, Pettus, 
Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, Shaw; Smith of New- 
ton, Tarlton, Tarver, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Williams of 
San Augustine, Wood, —35. 

Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Askew, Boner, Busby, 
Cleveland of Bexar; Crabb, Dalrymple, Darden of Colorado, 
Darden of Gonzales, Dennis, Devereaux, Dickson, Ector, Elli- 
son, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kitt- 
rell, Locke, Martin of Lavaca, McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, 
Norton, Owings, Parker of Anderson, Parker of Tarrant, Reeves, 
Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, ‘Taylor, Tpuekatt, Wael- 
der, West, White, Williams of Lamar, Witt, W orakiam;—50. 

Mr Tarver offered the following substitute for the; resolation 
and amendment : 

« Amend: by. strikingsount all after February, anthinsert in ew 
thereof “ sine die.” 
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Mr Green moved to lay the substitute on the table, the yeas 
and nays being demanded, the same was laid on the table by 
the following vote: Ei 

Yuas.—-Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, 
Brown, Busby, Cleveland of Bexar, Oleveland of Liberty, 
Crabb, Dalrymple, Darden of Colorado, Darden of Gonzales, 
Dennis, Devereaua, Dickson, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaiues, 
Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Locke, 
Martin of Lavaca, McMillin, Middeton, Neblett, Norton, Ochil- 
tree, Parker of Anderson, Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, Pollock, 
Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Sherwood, Smith 
of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, Truehant, 
West, Williams of Lamar, Witt, and Worsham,—55. 

Nays.—Messrs. Adrian, Bell, Charlton, Crosby, Dancy, 
Davis, Dougherty, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of Henderson, 
McCianahan, McCown, Melton, Merrick, Moore, Nickles, Ow- 
ings, Pettus, Randolph, Richardson, Shaw, Smith of Newton, 
Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Waelder, White, 
Williams of San Augustine, Wood,—29. 

Mr Latham moved a call of the House—lost. 

Mr Moore offered the following substitute: Resolved, (the 
Senate concuring) that the two Houses of the Legislature will 
adjourn sine die, on Monday the 18th day of February next. 

Mr Charlton moved to postpone the resolution, substitute and 
amendment until the 4th day of February next. 

Mr Stedman ealled for a division of the question. 

Question being on postponement of the substitute, the same 
was put and carried. a 

Question being on postponement of amendment, the same was 
put and carried. i 

The hour having arrived for the consideration of Senate bill 
for the relief of the Galveston and Red River Railway company 
and supplementary to the several acts of incorporating said 
company, made the special order of the day for to day at 11 
o'clock A. M. the same was taken-up, together with the amend- 
ment offered by Mr Rushing, pending on yesterday. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of a bill (originating in that body) for the pur- 
chase of a site, and erection of a store and warehouse, and for 
other purposes. i 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the amendments of the 
House to a bill amending and supplementary to an act amend- 
ing atd Supplementary to an act to. incorporate the Menderson 
and Burkville Rail Road company, approved January 27, 1854, 

2 Crosby moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o’clock a. 
M.-—iost, 
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Mr Truehart moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock P. m.—lost. 

On motion of Mr Witt, rule suspended, and leave given te 
Mr Bell to introduce a resolution, as follows: > 

Resolved, That the door-keeper of the House of Representa— 
tives be instructed to keep the centre door of the Hall closed, 
and that all persons passing in and out of said Hall shall pass 
through the western or Eastern doors of the the House. 

On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow 10 o’clock 


Ae M. À 
Pending: Mr. Bell’s resolution. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, t 
i Jan. 11th, 1856. ( 

House met pursuant to adjournment—ro!l called—quorum 
present. . ` 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills 
made the tollowing reports : 
Hon. H. P. Bee, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled, an act to authorize and require certain suits pending in 
Hill and Ellis counties, to be transferred to the county of John- 
son, and find it correctly engrossed: 

Also the following bills:. nat 

A bill to be entitled, an act to provide for a special election 
for judge of the 1st judicial district. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to provide for the translation and 
transfer ‘of a portion of the archives of ‘Bexar county. 

A billsupplementary to an act to incorporate the Sulphur 
Fort Turnpike Company. 

And a bill to define the 4th judicial district, and to prescribe 
the time of holding courts therein. 

‘And find them all correctly engrossed. 

Mr Loeke, one of the committee on enrolled bills, made the 
following report: : | 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
ing, and find them conectly enrolled : 

A bill to reorganize the 8th judictal district, and define the 
time of holding courts therein—and a bill for the reliefof John 

. Dement; both of which bills are correctly enrolled, and. 
this- day presented to the Goveruor for his approval. 

Mr Stedman, one of the Judiciary committee, made the fol- 
lowing report : 

al 
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Hon. H. P. Bee, ; ~ 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The Judiciary committee have examined a bill from the Sen- 
ste, to amend an act regulating attachments—approved March 
«ith, 1848, and with the following amendments recommend its 
‘passage’? Seventeenth line Ist section, insert between the 
words “be,” and “commence,” the words “er has been.”. 

Eighteenth line of 1st section, insert between the words “se. 
crete,” and ‘ his,” the words “ or has transferred orsecreted.” 

Mr Kittrell moved to suspend the rule, and take up report 
and bill; lost. we 

Mr Parsons presented the petition and accompanying testi- 
mony of Hugh Ivy; referred to committee on private land 
claims, No. 2. 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report : 

'The cominittee on engrossed bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills: l 

A bill to permit certain persons of color to remain in the 
county of Harrison two years after the suit for their freedom, 
now pendingin said county shall have been determined, pro- 
vided the suit is decided in their favor. 

And bill to create and organize the 18th judicial district, and 
to define the time of holding courts therein, and find thêm cor- 
rectly engrossed. l N. 

Mr Smith of Harrrs, chairman of the eommittee on public 
debt, made the following reports : 


Hon. H. P. Bee, 


ad 


Speaker of thé House of Representatives: 

_ The committee on public debt, to whom was referred an act 
making an appropriation for the payment of a portion of the 
2d class debt of the late Republic of Texas, have had the same 
under consideration, and finding that said claim was acknowl- 
edged amd declared to be good and valid against the said Re- 
public, by a joint resolution of the Legislature of the State of 
‘Texas—approved March 15th, 1848; and the committee be 
lieving that an appropriation should now be made for the pay- 
ment of said debt, have instructed me to report the same back 
to the House, and recommend its passage. 
And the committee on public debt have considered the peti- 
tion of Bazil , Lamar, and are well satisfied from the testimony 
presented, that the said Lamar was one of the first volunteers 
who came to the assistance of Texasin 1835; that his example 
had its influence in Georgia, in furnishing that band of mar- 
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tyrs under thie lamented Ward, who sacrificed their Hivésin our 
bleeding cause; the committee, therefore, in consideration of 
services dctnally rendered, have instructed me to report the ac- 
companying bill, and re¢ummend its passage ; bill read: first 
time. ` . ' 

Mr Kittrell, chairman of the committee on education, made 
a report recommending the passage of a bill (from the Seriate) 
toincorporaté Margaret Houston Female College—also & Senate 
bill to amend the Ist, 10th, 11th, 19th, (3th,and 15th sections of 
an act to incorporate Chappell Hill College—approved 7th Feb. 
1850. i l i l 
Mr Parker of T. made a report recommending the indefinite 
postponement of the petition of the heirs of Jane R. Kaufman. 

And recommending the passage of a bilt for the relief of J. 
N. Houston., ©’ 

And asking to be discharged from the further consideratjon 
of the petition of sundry citizens of Richmond, Fort Bend 
county, asking the prohibition of the sale of liquor within two 
miles of the town of Richmond. 

Mr Cleveland of L , chairman of the committee on private 
land claims, No. 2, reported a bill fer the relief of Swen Berg- 
strom, and a bill fer the relief of Thomas R. Foster; bills read 
first time, , : 

Mr Randolph, chairman of the committee on claims and ac 
counts, made the following report: gs. “ae 

The committee on clatins and accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of Robert Hughes, have considered the same, and 
Jam instructed by the committee to report the accompanying 
bill tér his relief, and recommend its passage. The petitioner 
presents his discharge for three month’s services in the army of 
Texas, signed by Henry Stont, Captain, and countersigned by 
Brigadier Gen. E. H. Tarrant; also evidence from the Anditor’s 
Office, that his claim for said service has not been audited and 
paid. In view of these facts, the committee are satisfied that 
the claim is just, and ought to be paid; bill read first time. © 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. i 


Mr Moore offered the following resolution: ` , 
Resolved, That the committees on private land claims Nog, 4 
and 2, be instructed to prepare and report to the House a bill 
embracing all private relief bills for land, which’ may. have 
passed the Senate, and those that have been unanimously 
commended by said committee. 
Postpened until Thursday next. - i ' 
Mr Throckmorton offered.the following resolution. 


* 
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Resolved, That 250 copies of the report of the sub-commit. 
_ tees on internal improvements, and the bill known as Mr. Mer. 
rick’s bill, be printed for the use of the House; adopted. 

Mr. Dalrymple introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
James Anderson; read first time—rule suspended, bill read 
ay time, and referred to committee on private land claims, 

o. l. 
Mr Waelder introduced a bill supplemental to an act to incor. 
porate the San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Rail Road, approved 
Sept. 5th, 1850; read firat time, rule suspended, bill read sec. 
ond time by caption, and referred to committee on internal im. 
provements. 

Mr Pollock introduced a bill for the relief of H. B. Black: 
read first time; rule suspended bill read second time, andre 
ferred to committee on private land claims, No. 2. 

Mr McMillin introduced a bill for the relief of Rush Jame 
son; read first time, rule suspended, read second time, and re 
ferred to committee on private land claims, No. 2. 

Mr Ector introduced a bill to amend the 3d and 15th sec 
tions of an act to provide for the construction of the Mississippi 
and Pacific Rail Road—approved Dec. 21st, 1853; read fis 
time, rule suspended, bill read second time, and referred to 
committee on internal improvements. 

Mr Cleveland of B. introduced a bill to incorporate the San 
Antonio River Company; read first time, rule suspended, bill 
read second time, and referred to committee on internal in. 
provements. 

Mr Darden of G., by leave, presented the following petitions: 

Of D. L. Kokorral; referred to-committee on private land 
claims, No. 1. i l 

Of the citizens of Gonzales; referred to committee on State 
affairs. z 

Of John Bolenger; referred to committee on publie lands. 

i Of William J. Moore; referred to committee on puble 
ands. 

Of H. J., and J. W. DeWitt; referred to committee on pti 
vate land claims, No. 1. 

On motion of Mr Gaines, the rule was snspended, and a bill 
for the reliefof Thomas D. Cayce and Sarah White taken up. 

The hour having arrived, the special order for 11 o’clock t 
day, viz., two bills for the protection of the frontier, together 
with reports from the majority and minority of a joint selec! 
committee of both Houses, on the frontier protection, taken Up. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
ef the passage of the following bills, originating in the House, 


A bill to provide for the special election for judge of the Ist 
judicial district, with amendments froni the Senate.: 

A bill to permit certain persons of color to remain in Harri- 
son county, after the suit now pending in said county for their 
freedom, provided: said suit terminates tn their favor. 

And a bill to define the time of holding the district courts irt 
the 18th judicial district. 

And that the Senate had appointed Messrs, Flanagan, Grimes , 
and Secarboroagh, a select commitee on the memorial of T. J. 
Chambers, and reqnestiug an appolntmMent ofa like committee 
ou the part of the House, to azt in conjunerion with them, 

A message Was received from his Eacelleucy the Governor, 
throngh his private Secretary. 

Mr Brown moved to recommit the bills for the protection of 
the frontier, to a select committee. ' 

Mr Trueharı moved to lay the minority report and. bill on the 
table; the yeasand nays being demanded, the same were laid 
on the table by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, Burress, 
Cleveland of Liberty, Crab), Crosby, Daney, Davis, Deunis, 
Ector, Francis, Gaines , Gay, Hooker, Junker, Kittrell, Latham, 
Lawhon, Locke, Martin of i fenderson, McClanahan, MeMillin, 
Melton, "Merrick, Neblett, Nickles, Norton, Parsons, Reeves, 
Runnells, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of 
Harris. Stedman, Sullivan, Tarver, Throckmorton, Truehart, 
Waelder, West, White, Williams. of Lamar, Williams of San 
Augustine, Witt, and Worsham—50. 

Nays— Messrs. Bell, Brown, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Dar= 
den of G., Dougherty, Bilson, Green, Hale, King, Martin ot 
_ Lavaca, McCown, Ochiltree, Owi ings, Parker of A., Richardson, 
Smith of Hartison, Stout, and Wood+—19. | 

Mr Reeves moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock P. M.; lost. 

Mr Owings moved to adjourn until to morrow at ten o'clock 
A. M.; lost. 

Mr Tarver moved the previous question, which motion was 
duly seconded, and the main question ordered. 

The nfain question being the engrossment of the majority bill, 
Viz., a vill to inuster into service minute men, for the protection 
of the frontier settlements ; the yeas and nays being demanded, 
the same was ordered to be engrossed by the following. vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Ar nold, Brown, Cleveland of B., 
Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of C., "Dennis, Dickson, 
Ector, Gaines, Gay, Hooker, Junker, King, Latham, Lawhon, 
McMillin, Merrick, Neblett, Nickles. “Norton, Rushing, Sayles, 
Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of ‘Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stout’ 
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Salivan, Tarver, Throckmorton, Truchart, Waelder,’ West, 
White, Williams of Lamar, Williams of San Augustine, and 
Worsham—40. 

Nays—Messrs. Askew, Bell, Bonner, Busby, Cleveland of 
Liberty, Crabb, Darden of G., Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, 
Green, Hale, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of Lavaca, 
McClanahan, McCown, Melton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., 
Reeves, Selman, Smith of N., Stedman, Tarlton, Witt, aud 
Wood—29. — 

Mr Tarlton asked leave to be excused from voting; refused. 

Mr Locke, of the joint committee on enrolled bills, reported 
correctly enrolled, and this day presented to the Governor for 
his approval, a bill to provide for the payment of the six compa- 
nies of mounted volunteers, mustered iuto the service of the 
State of Texas on the Ist of November, 1854, and to provide fe. 
the payment of the balance of expenses incurred by said compa- 
nies. s 
The Speaker announced the following committee ou the me- 
morial of Gev. T. J. Chambers, to act with a like committee on 
the part of the Senate, viz: Messrs. Smith of Harris, Williams 
of Lamar, Junker, Dancy, and Darden of Gonzales. 

On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o’elock 


A. M. 


Louse or REPRESENTATIVES. 
Austin, Jan. 12th, 1856- į 

House met pursuant to adjournment—rol] called—quorum 

present, Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr Dancy presented the petition of Solomon Seals for reliel ; 
referred to committee on private land claims No. 1 : 

Also presented the petition of Seth Hazel for relief; referred 
to cominittee on private land claims No. 1. 

Mr Stout presented the petition of F. D. O'Kelly for a colo- 
ny certificate; referred to committee on private land claims 
No. 2. 

Mr Ochiltree presented the petition of James W. Gardner 
for relief; referred to committee on public lands. : 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEBS. 

Mr Dennis chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed the following bill. a 

- A. bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas D. Cayce 
atid Sarah White. 
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On motion of Mr McClanahan the rule was suspended, and 
a bill to incorporate Franklin College was taken up aud ordered 
to be engrossed, rule farther suspended bill read..38d time and 
passed by a two third vote as follows ¥ 

Yeas.— Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, Crabb, Dal- 
rymple, Darden of Colorado, Darden of Gonzales, Davis, 
Dennis, Devereaux, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, 
Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, 
Lawhon, Locke, Martin o! Henderson, Martin of Lavaca, 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Neblett, 
Nickels, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of Anderson, Parker of 
Tarrant, Parsons, Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Run- 
nels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stedman, Stont, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
Taylor, Tarver, Throckmorton, Truehart, Waelder, West, While, 
Williams of Lamar, Witt, Wood, and Worsham,—70. 

‘Nays.—Messrs. Dickson.—1. 

On motion of Mr Brown, the rule was suspended and the bill 
for the relief of Thomas D. Cayce and Sarah White was taken 
up and read 3d time and passed by a two third vote as follows : 

Yeas.—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Askew, Brown, Busby, 
Cleveland of Bexar, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of Colorado, 
Darden of Gonzales, Dennis, Devereaux, Dougherty, Betor, 
Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hooker, Junker, King, 
' Kittrell, Latham, Martin of Lavaca, McClanahan, McMillin, 

Middleton, Neblett, Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker 
of Anderson, Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, Pettus, Randolph, 
Reeves, Runnels, Sayles, Selman, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Tarver, Taylor, Thockmor- 
ton, Tompkins, Truehart, Wealder, West, White, Willams of 
Lamar, Worsham,—58. 

Nays.—Messrs, Charlton, Cleveland of Liberty, Crabb, 
Dancy, Dickson, Hale, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of Henderson, 
Melton, Moore, Rushing, Witt, Wood,—14. 

Mr- Throckmorton chairman of the committee on Internal 
improvements, made the following report: 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was refer- 
red a Senate bill to incorporate the Henderson and State line 
Rail Road company, have had the same under consideration 
and report it back to the House and recommend als pissage. 

Mr Crabb, one of the committee on private land claims No. 
2, to whom was referred the petition of John Harwood for land, 
reported a bill to the House for his relief. Bill read, first time. 


Also, reported the petition of John Hudnal, for relief back to 
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the House, and asked to be discharged from its further consider- 
ation, 


REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEBS. 


Mr Ardrey chairman of the special committee on land frauds, 
made the following report: 

The special committee on land frauds, to whom has been re- 

ferred the bill to be entitled an act for the trial and arrest of cer- 
tain offenders, have had the same under consideration and have 
daly investigated and enquired into the necessity and urgency 
of the circumstances which demand the passage of a law of the 
character proposed by said bill, and have instructed me to recom- 
mend a substitnte for the said bill which accompanies the bill 
referred, and that the substitute bill shall be passed. Your 
committee are Satistied that extensive frauds and forgeries have 
been committed Jately npon some of the public departments of 
the State, and that a stringent law is necessary for their preven- 
tion In tuture, and that in “the passage of the substitute it will 
securé the prosecution and punishment of those who have perpe- 
trated them. 

On motion of Mr Ardry, the report and bill was taken up, 
rule suspended and the substitute as reported by the committee 
adopted, and ordered to be engrossed ; Tule further suspended, 
read 3d time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Randolph, rule ere and bill to in- 
corporate the Texas Christian College, was taken up ; the amend- 
ment of the committee adopted. 

Mr Randolph offered the following amendments: ln first 
Sec. before the name of “ Trabne,” insert the letter “ D;” before 
the name “ Erwin,” insert the name © James ;” ‘before the name 
“t Searcy,” insert the letter “O.;” and before the name “ Ford,” 
insert the name ‘Spencer "adopted ; rule further suspended, 
bill read 3d time and passed by the following vole : 

Yuas—Messrs, Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Busby, Cleve- 
land of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, Crabbe, Crosby, Dalrym- 
ple, Dancy, Darden of Colorado, Darden of Gonzales, Davis, 
Dennis, Devereaux, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, ’ Gaines, 
Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, 
Lawhon, Locke, Martin of Lavaca, McClanahan, McMillin, 
Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Nickels, Ochiltree, Parker of An- 
derson, Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, 
Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Smith of Harris, 

Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, "Tarver, T aylor, Throckmorton, 
l Truehart, Waelder, West, White, Witt, Wood, Worsham,--64. 
Nays.—Dicksgon, Martin, of Henderson, Melton,—3. 
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Mr Tarver by leave introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the door-keeper be instructed to admit no one - 


into the Hall of the House except members and officers of the 
Senate and House, officers of State, Government, and Reporters 
for newspapers, unless such persons are iuvited wihin the Bar 
of the House, by a member. 

Mr Brown offered the following amendment: And that 
seats be prepared for spectators in the Galleries ; adopted, 

Resolution as amended was adopted by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Brown, 
Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, 
Darden of Colorado, Davis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, 
Francis, Gaines, Gay, Hale, King, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, 
McClanahan, Middleton, Neblett, Nickels, Parker of Anderson, 
Parker of Tarrant, Reeves, Richardson, Sayles, Selman, Smith 
of Harrison, Stout, Sullivan, Tarver, Taylor, Waelder, Williams 
of Lamar, Witt, and Worsham, —42. 

Nays —-Messrs. Crabb, Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden 
of Gonzales, Devereaux, Green, Hooker, Junker, Kittrell, Mar- 
tin of Henderson, Martin of Lavaca, McCown, McMillin, Mel- 
ton, Merrick, Moore, Norton, Owings, Parsons, Pettus, Ran- 
dolph, Runnels, Rushing, Smith of Harris, Smith of Newton, 
Stedman, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, West, 
White, Wood,—34. 

The following communications from his Excellency, the 
Governor, were then read and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary, with accompanying document, 


| Executive OFFICE. ` 
Acstin, Texas, Janvart 9th, 1855. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Llouse of Leepresentatiwes. 

I transmit herewith for your information, a report for the 
Attorney Geveral, Comptroller of Public accounts and Secreta-. 
ry of State, of their proceedings as Commissioners, under an act 
passed by the last Legislature aud approved February 11th 
1854, entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled an act 
concerning the archives of the Legislature approved February 
16th 1852. 

An examination of this report will show that the recording of 
the Senate Journals has been completed, and approved by these 
Commissioners, but that no portion of the House Journals have 
yet been presented to them for their examination and approval, 
Itremains for your honorable bodies to decide what further 
Measures are necessary to insure the completion of this ve 
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Also the following communication, referred with accompany- 
ing documents to committee on slaves and slavery. 


_ Exrcutive OFFIOR. 
Austin, Trxas, January 10th, 1856. 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives. 

I have the bonor to acknowledge the receipt on yesterday of a 
resolution of your honorable body, requesting inforination 
whether or not, I have at any time received any commnnication 
from the Governor of the State of Massachusetts, conce:ning 
the passage of an act by the. Legislature of said State, having 
referred to the act of the Congress of the United States, known as 
the “ Fugitive Slave law,” and if any such communication has 
been received, that a copy thereof be furnished to the House &c. 


- In reply to said resolution I have the. honor to state that no such 


communication as that described, has ever been received by. me 
from the Governor of the State of Massachusetts. l received in 
July last from the Governor of the State of Massachusetts a 
copy of certain resolutions of the Legislature of that State in 
relation to the Territory of Kansas, and have received at differ- 
ent times during the last two years, resolutions of the Legisla— 
tures of several other states of the Union in relation to the 
Kansas and Nebraska act of Congress, slavery and the natural- 
ization Jaws, all of which were filed away with the intention of 
submitting them to the Legislature of this State when it should 
assemble, but they have been overlooked nati] my attention was 
directed to them by the reading of the said resolution of your 
Honorable body. 

I now transmit all of said resolutions to you for your informa- 
tion, and request, after they have been read, that you cause 
them to be communicated to the Senate. k 

Mr Crosby, by leave offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Sp aker be authorized to appoint a com: 
mittee of three members of this House to visit and inspect the 
condition of the Galveston and Brazos eanal; the Harrisburg 
Rail Road; and Galveston, Houston and Red River Rail Road, 
and Galveston, Houston and Henderson Rail Road, and also 
examine the books of said companies, and report their condition 
as soon as practicable—tlost. 

Mr ‘Tarver moved that the House adjourn until -to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’clock; lost. . 

On motion of Mr Locke the House proceeded to the business 
on the Speaker’s table, and the orders of the day. 

A bill for the relief of the Galveston and Red River Railway 


Company, and supplementary to the several acts Incorporating 
Said company. 


rel 


Questien pending ! boing upon the adoption of Mr Rushing’s 


! 


amendment to the bill, 

Mr Tarver moved the previous question, which being duly 
seconded—the questiou being, shall the main question be now 
put, the yeas and nays were called, and the House ordered the 
main question by the following wales : 

Ywas—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, Crabbe, 
Dalrymple, Darden of Colorado, Davis, Di: kson, Ector, Fran- 
cis, Gaines, Green, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, 
Martin of Henderson, Martin of Lavaca, Med Jlanahan, MeMil- 
lin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Ochiltree, Parsons, Pol- 
lock, edo Reeves, Richardson, tunnels, Rushing, 
Say les, Selmau, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman. 
Stout, Tarlton Tarver, 4 Paylor, Tompkins, Waelder, West, Wood, 
and Worsham— 48. 

Nays—Messrs. Askew, Bell, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of 
Liberty, Crosby, Dancy, Dennis, Dougherty, Ellison „Gay, Hale, 
Junker, Lawhon, hicCown, Owings, Parker of Anderson, Par— 
ker of Parra: it Pettus, Sul! ivan, “Throckmorton, White, Wile 
liams of Lamar, Williams of San Angustine and Witt—25, 

‘The main question bemg npon the adoption of Me Rushing’s 
amendment to the bill, the same was adopted, by the following 
vote : 

Yras— Messrs. Arnold, Askew, Bell, Chariton, Cleveland of 
Liberty, Crabb, Dalrymp" e, Dancy, Darden of Colorado, Dennis, 
Dickson, Ellison, Francis, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Kittrell, 
Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of Henderson, Martin of La— 
vaca, McClanahan, MeCo wn, MeMillin, Middleton, Moore, 
Neblett, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of Tarrant, Pettus, Ran— 
dolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels , Rushing, Selman, ‘Smith 
of Harris, Smith of Newton, Stout, ‘Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, 
West, White, Willi iams of San Augustine, Witt and Wood, 50. 
aker, Ardrey, Brown, jusby, Davis, pa 

a I unker, King, Melton, Parker of Anderson, Par— 
an Pollock, Savles, Smith of Harris, Tarver, Throckmorton, 
Tompkins, T meen ' Wae Ider, Willams of Larnar and Wors— 
hem, WA 

Mr Dancy moved a reconsideration of the vote adopting Mr 
Rushing’s amendment to the bill, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the ee of the following bills, or iginating in the Senate : 

A bill donating one league of land to Mrs Elizabeth Crockett. 

A bili to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso, and Pacific Rail 
Road ‘Company. 

Also the following bills originating in the House : 
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A bill to be entitled, an act supplementary to an act to incor- 
porate the town of Lagrange, in the county of Fayette, 

A bill to incorporate the town of Linden, in Cass county, 
Texas. 

A bill entitled, an act to establish the Western boundary line 
of Tyler county. 

A bill entitled, an act supplementary to an act to Incorporate 
the Sulphur Fork Turnpike Company. 

A bill entitled, an act to remove the land office of the Milam 
Land District from Cameron, in Milam county, to Belton, in 
Bell county. a 

A bill for the relief of the heirs, assignees, and vendees, of 
William F. Allison, deceased. = 

On motion the House adjourned till 3 a’clock P. M. 

Pending, Mr Dancy’s inmotion to reconsider the. vote adopting 
Mr Rushing’s amendment. 


ns 


3 O'Croox, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—rol! called—quorum 
present. . 

On motion of Mr Charlton the motion of Mr Dancy to re- 
consider the vote adopting Mr Rushing’s amendment, was laid 
on the table for the present. 

Mr Charlton moved to reconsider the vote adopting Mr Tar- 
ver’s resolution to exclude persons from- the hall of the House, 

Mr Tarver moved to indefinitely postpone the whole question. 

Mr Ector moved the previous gnestion, which was duly 
seconded, and the main question ordered—the main question 
being upou re-considering the vote adopting Mr Tarver’s resolu. 
tion. a | 

The yeas and nays being taken, the House refused to re-con- 
sider, by the following vote: i 

Yras—Messrs. Brown, Cleveland of Liberty, Crosby, Dal- 
rymple, Darden of Gonzales, Dennis, Betor, Green, Hooker, 
Junker, Kittrell, Martin ot Henderson, Martin of Lavaca, Me- 
Millin, Melton, Owings, Parker of Andersen, Parsons, Pettus, 
Runtels, Rushing, Selman, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith 
of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmor- 
ton, Truehart, West, White, Witt, and Wood—34. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Busby, 
Charlton, Cleveland of Bexar, Crabb, Darden of Colorado, 
Davis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Hale, 
King, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, McClanahan, Middleton, Neb- 
lett, Parker of Tarrant, Reeves, Richardson, Sayles, Shaw, Sted- 
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man, Tarver, Taylor, Tompkins, Waelder, Williams of Lamar, 
aud Wersham— 36. 

Mr West, by leave, introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the door keeper be instructed to admit npon 
the floor of the lonse every citizen of the connty of Travis, 
without being especially directed to do so by © S. West, 

On mouon ot Mr Tarver the resolution was ne on the 
table. 

On motion of Mre Ector, Ar Dancy’s motion to re-consider 
the vote adopting Mr Rusumg’s amendment to the Galveston 
and Red River Rail Road, was taken up from the table, 

Ou motion of Mr Loeko the motion tore consider was laid 
on the tanie. 

On motion of Mr Sayles the bill passed to a third reading, 
rule suspended, bill read ‘third time, and passed by a constitution- 
al majority, to wit: 

Yuas—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Brown 
Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, 
Crabb, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of Colorado, Darden of 
Gonzales, Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Dickson, Dougherty, Eli- 
son, Ector, Francis Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker. Junker, 
King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin ef Tlenderson, 
Martin of Lavaca, MeClanahan, McCown, MeMillin, Melton, 
Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Parker of Auderson, Parker 
of Tarrant, Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Randelph, Reeves, Rich- 
ardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Swish of Newton, Stedinan, 
Stout, Sullivan, Parlton, Tarver, Taylor. F hrockmorton, Tomp- 
kins, Trnehart, Wael Ider, West, White, Wilhams of Lamar, Wits, 
Wood, ‘and Worsham— 76. Ba 

Nays—Mr Owmgs—il. 7 / ; z | 

On mouon of Mr Lodke, a bill to amend an act supplementary 
toan act to establish the Galveston, Houston, and Henderson 
Rail Rod Company, wag taken up. 

Question pending was to re-consider the vote laying upon the 
table—Mr Gay’s amendment to the bill, 

“Mr Hale asked leave of the [Louse to withdraw his motion to 
reconsider—leave granted—motion withdrawn. 

Mr Brown offered the following amendinents to the bill 

ist Amendment—* That the provisions of an act entitled, an 
act to regulate Rail Road Cotupanies—approved Feb, 7th, 1852, 
shall apply to the Galveston, HLouston, aud Henderson Rail Road 
Company.” - 

2d amendment—Strike out of the caption the words “ the 
second section of” Amendments adopted. 
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Mr Tarver moved to postpone the further consideration ofthe 
bill until Monday next ; lost 

The bill as amended passed to a third reading, rule suspended 
—bill read third time, and passed by a constitutional majority, 


| as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Askew, Brown, Busby, 
Charlton, Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, Crabb, 
Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, Varden of Colorado, Darden of 
Gonzales, Davis, Deunis, Devereanx, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, 
Hilison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale. Hooker, Junker, 
King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of Hende erson, 
Martin of Lavaca, MeOlanahan, McCown, MeMillin, Melton, 
Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Neblett, Ochiltree, Parker of An- 
derson, Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, ' Pettus, Randol ph, Reeves, 


‘Richardson, Runnels, 2ushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sher 


wood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, 
Stout, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tayior, Throckmorton, 
Tomp! kius 'Ernehart, Waelder, White, West, Williams of La 
mar, Wovd, and Worsham —T4. 

Nays—Messrs. Owings, Tarver, and Witt—3. 

On motion of Mr Williams of Lamar, the rule wes sus- 
pended, and a Senate bi'l to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso, 
and Pacific Rail Road Company was taken up, read first time, 
rule suspended, read second ume, and referred to committee on 
internal improvements. 

By leave, Mr Martin of Lavaca introduced a joint resolution, 
read first time, rule suspe nded, read szcond tine, and referred 
to committee on the . Judiciary, 

On motion of Mr Darden of Colorado, a bill to be entitled 
“an act to provide for a special election for judge of the Ist ju- 
dicial district,” with the Senate’s amendments —taken up, ametid- 
ments read and concurred in, - 

On motion of Mr Locke the rule was suspended, and a Senate 
bill to be entitled an act to establish and incorporate a literary in- 
stitution, under the supervision and control of the Eastern Tex- 
as Annual Conference, located at or near the town of Gilmer, 
Upshur county—was taken up, and on motion passed toa third 
reading. Bill read third time, and passed by a two-thirds vote, 
as follows: 

Yuas.—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Brown, Bus- 
by, Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, Crabb, Dalry m- 
ple, Dancy, Darden of Colorado, Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, 
Dougherty, Ector, Bllison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell , Latha am, Lawhon, Locke, Mar- 
tin of Henderson, Martin of Lavaca , McClanahan, McCown, Mc- 
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Millin, Melton, Moore, Neblett, Ochiltree, Owings, Pifker of 
Anderson, Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, Pettus, Randolph, Reeves 
Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Newton, Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Traehart, Waelder, West, Williams of Lamar, 
Williams of San se ake Witt, Wood, and Worsham—6t. 

Nays—Mr Dickson 

Mr Smith of Harris a to teama r the vote laying Mr 
Crosby’s resolation on the table. 

Mr Ochiltree, by leave, introdaced a bill—read first time, 
rule suspended, read second tne, and referred to committee ol 
the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr Ochiltree k House adjourned until Mon— 
day morning, at 10 o’clock A. 

Pending —the motion tc aie the vote laying Mr Cros- 
by’s resolution on the table. s 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, January 14th, 1856. l 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum 
present, 

Journal of Saturday (12th) read and adopted. 

The aaa kaving decided that under the resoiution adopted 
on Saturday, the door keeper could admit no one into the hall, 
unless specially invited by a member, Mr West appealed from 
the decision of the chair—decision of the chair sustained by 
yeas 60, nays, 8. 

Mr Cr osby (by leave) offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘Vhat a resolution on the 12th Inst. , excluding cer— 
tain persons therein named from the Hall of the House, be, and 
the same is hereby rescinded. 

On motion of Mr Waelder, rule requiring the resolution to 
lay on She table one day for consideration suspended, resolution 
taken up, and on motion of Mr Tarver the same was rejected. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage by that body of the following bills originating 
therein, viz: 

A bill to confirm the tiles of certain pre-emption settlers 
within the limits of Peteis’ colony. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a certificate to Geerge Peerman. 

A bill for the relief of L. S. Hargous, IL. R. W. Hill, G. B. 
Lamar, and Samuel Swartwout. 

A bill to create the county of Cibolo. 


2 ABRAM Ot, DP ARRAY aa 


wie ee 2) ae 


~ ere EPONE Ser Een e ainia: s 


A N ae we eee 


at croton 


rat te 


rare 


376 

ARTI for the relief of Stephenson Aréher, and John H 
Cole. 

Also the following bills, (originating in the House,) viz: 

A bill to anthorize and require the county court of the county 
of Brazoria to establish, discontinue, and regulate public and 
private roads in said county, and to cause public roads and 
bridges to be constructed aud kept in good repair. | 

A bill forthe relief of E. M. Thomason and others— 

Mr Sayles (by leave) introduced a bill to incorporate the 
Washington county Rail Road Company ; read first time, rule 
suspended, read second time by caption, aud referred to commit- 
tee on interna] improvements. 

Mr Sullivan (by leave) offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the accompanying petition of sundry Citizens 
of the State of Texas be referred to the committee on education, 
and that said committee be instructed to enquire into the expe- 
diency of appointing for each county in the State, a board of 
examination for all schools in their respective counties, aud re- 
port by bill or otherwise; adopted. 

Mr Sullivan presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
State of Texas concerning the Ursaline convent, at Galveston ; 
referred to committee on education. : 

Mr Francis preseuted the petition of Caroline Stafford, fora 
bridge charter; referred to committee on reads, bridges, and 
ferries, 

Mr Ardrey presented the petition of Almanzon Huston, for 
relief; referred to committee on public debt. — 

Mr Ochiltree presented the following petitions : 

Petition of John F. Gilbert, for land ; referred to committee 
on private land claims, No. 1. 

Petition of sundry citizens of Nacogdoches comnty, asking for 
the passage of a law prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors; 
referred to committee on State affairs. 

Mr Pollock presented the petition of Rosina’ Sterne and fifty 
other ladies of the town of Nacogdoches, praying the enactment 
of a prohibitory liquor law; referred to committee on State 
affairs, - e 

The Speaker presented the memorial of Eli Kirk, relative to 
his acts as agent of the State in purchasing furniture &c., for 
the State capitol; referred to a select committee. 

Mr Martin of Lavaca, presented the petition of James Ma- 
hood, administrator of the estate of William Spear, deceased, 
for relief of the heirs of said estate; referred to committee on 
private land claims. No. 2. 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton rule suspended, and the 
House proceeded to take up reports of committees. 
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Mr Randolph, (by leave) chairman of the committee on claims 
and accounts, to whom was referred Senate bill for the relief of 
Joab B. Harrall, sheriff of Williamson county, reported the same 
back to the House, and recommended its passage. 

Also reported a.bill for the relief of John A. Vernon, which 
was read, first time. 

On motion of Mr Dairymple rule suspended, and report on 
bill for relief of Joab B. Harrall taken up. 

Mr Bee offered the following amendments to the bill, which 
were adopted, viz: | 

Strike out caption and insert, “a bill for the relief of certain 
sheriffs therein named.” 

Insert after “ peuitentiary ” in the first section, “and the claim 
of John A. Vernon, late Sheriff of Nueces county, for the sum 
of $125 60, expenses incurred by him in conveying George 
Green and John Hunter to the Penitentiary.” 

Strike out “sam” and insert “sums” in I1th line. 

The bill as amended passed to a third reading, rule suspended, 
billas amended read third time, and passed by a two-thirds 
vote, as follows, viz: , 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, Busby, 
Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden 
of C., Davis, Dennis, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, 
Gay, Green, H le, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, 
Martin of Lavaca, McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Meltoa, 
Merrick, Middleton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of 
T., Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, 

Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, 
Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkias, Truehart, 
Waelder, West, White, Williams of San Augustine, Witt, Wood, 
and Worshain—60. o i 

Nays—Messrs. Moore, and Rushing—2. l 

By leave, Mr Pollock, chairman of the committee on contin- 
gent expenses, made the following report : 

The committee ou contingent expenses, to whom was referred 
a claim by Mr-B. F. Benton, for the sum of $126 00, after duly 
considering the same, are of opinion that said claim does not 
properly come under the head of contingent expenses of this 
Legislature, and therefore not such a claim as your committee 
could properly allow, although they are fully sati$fied that said 
Benton is iustly entitled to receive the amount’ 6f said claim 
from the State treasury. The said sum of $126 00 was ex- 
pended by said Benton ont of his own private means, in the 
month of May last, (1854) by the direction of His Excellency 
the Governor, for the purpose of bringing a certain witness be- 
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fore the Hon. District Court of Travis county, to give testimony 
in behalf of the State of Texas, in sundry cases v9. various in- 
dividuals for the perpetration of frauds upon the Adjutant Gen. 
eral’s Office. Your said committee being satisfied of the justice 
of said claim, instruct me to report the accompanying bill to the 
House, and recommend its passage—all of which is respectfully 
submitted. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin F. Benton; read first time, 
rule suspended, read second time by caption, rule farther sus— 
pended, and ordered to be engrossed, rule further suspended, . 
read third time, and passed by a two-thirds vote, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, Busby, 
Charlten, Cleveland of Bexar, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of 
Colorado, Davis, Dougherty, Ector, Kllson, Francis, Gaines, 
Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, 
Martin of L., McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, 
Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of Anderson, Parsons, Pettus 
Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, 
Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, 
Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, 
Waelder, West, White, Williams of San Augustine, and Wood 
—59. 

Nays—Messrs. Cleveland ot L., and Crabb—2. 

On motion of Mr Wood rule suspended, and the following 
Senate bills taken up and passed to a third reading, rule sus- 
pended, read third time, and passed. , 

A bill to authorize the Comptroller to issue certain Jost cer 


` tificates of stock on certain conditions, 


A bill authorizing the transfer of certain stoek bonds on cer- 
tain conditions. : 

By leave, Mr Merrick, chairman of the committee on county 
and county boundaries, to whom were referred the petitions of 
several citizens of Comal and Hays counties, praying for a new 
county, reported the same back to the House, and recommended 
their indefinite postponement. 

Also reported back to the House, and recommended their in- 
definite postponement, the petition and remonstrance of the cit- 
izens of Burnet, Hays, Travis, and Gillespie counties, 

Also, reported a bill to ereate the county of San Jacinto, which 
was read first time. 
` Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed the following bills: 

A bill to authorize the clerk of the county court of Anderson 
county, to transcribe certain records, 

A bill providing a remedy for persons wishing to change thei 
names, and to adopt another. 
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A bill to incorporate the towr. of Texana. 

A bill for the relief of W. S. Kennard, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the amendment of the House, 
to a bill to amend an act supplementary to an act to establish 
the Galveston, Houston, and Henderson Rail Road Company. 

Report of the committee on the Judiciary, recommending the 
indefinite postponement of the petition of Wm. Norris and Wm, 
C. Trimble, was read and adopted. 

A bill to create the county of Lampasas; read second time. 

Mr Balrymple offered the following amendment: amend by 
striking out ‘ Lampasas,” for the name of the county seat, and 
insert “* Scottsville.” ` 

On motion of Mr Randolph, amendment laid on the table. 

Bill ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, and bill read third 
time, and passed. l 

A bill to fix the salaries of the judges of the suprenie and dis- 
trict courts ; read second time. l 

Mr Brown offered the following amendment: Strike out 
«$2,750 00,” and insert “$2,000 00” as the salary of district 
judges. a 

Mr Tarlton offered the following as a substitute for the amend- 
ment: Strike out “ $2,750 00,” and insert “ $2,250 00,” for 
district Judges. 

Strike out “$3,250 00,” and insert “ $2,500 00 ” for supreme 
iudges. 

On motion the House adjourned until 3 o’clock P. m, 


i o , 3 o'clock r, M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Mr Sherwoed (by leave) introduced a bill to incorporate the 
city of Galveston, and for revising and repealing laws and parts 
of laws relating to the same ; read first time, rule suspended, 
read second time by caption, -and referred to aselect committee, 

By leave, Mr Bell introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of James Lasly, deceased ; read first time, rule suspended, read 
second time by caption, and referred to committee on private 
land claims, No. 2. 

By leave, Mr Ellison presented the petition of sundry citizens 
of the State, asking the opening of a public highway from Port 


Lavaca to the city of Austin; referred to committee on roads, - 


bridges, and ferries. 
Mr Locke, of the committee on Enrolled bills, reported cor- 
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rectly enrolled, and this day presented to the Governor for his 
signature, the following bills, viz: 

"A bill tor the relief “of the heirs, assignees and vendees of 
William F. Allison, deceased. 

A bill to provide for a special election for judge of the first 
judicial district. 

A bill to permit certain. persons of color to remain in the 
county of Harrison, two years after the suit-for their freedom 
now pending in said county, shall have been determined, pro- 
vided the suit is decided in their favor. . 

A bill to define the time of holding the district courts in the 
13th jndicial district. 

A bill to establish the Western boundary line of ‘fyler county, 

On motion of -Mr Ector, rule suspended, and a bill to incor- 
porate the Henderson Female College, taken up, read second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read third’ 
time and passed by a two-thirds vote, as follows :- 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Bell, Brown, Cleveland of 
B., Cleveland of L., Crabb, Crosby, Dal rymple, Daney, Darden 
of O., Darden of G., Dennis, Devereaux, Dougherty, Ector, 
Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, 
King, Kittrell, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of L, , McClanahan, Me. 
Cown, MeMillin, Melton, as Middleton, Moore, Neblet, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parsons, Pettus, Polloek, Ran. 
dolph, Reeves, Richardson, Rmmnvels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, 
Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, 
Stout, Sullivan, "Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, 
‘Truehart, West, White, Wil liams of L., Witt, Wood and Wors- 
ham, 68. | 

N; AYS s. Dickson and Tarver, 2. 

Mr Martin of Henderson, was excused from. attendance on 
the House, on account of sickness. 

Pending, when the House adjourned, substitute offered by 
Mr Tarlon, to amendment offered by Mr Brown, to a bill to fix 
the salary of the judges. of the Supreme and District Courts. 

Mr ‘Tarver moved" to lay the substitute on the table, ‘the yeas 
and nays being demanded, the Ifouse refused to lay the same on 
the table, by the following vote: : 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Bell, Cieveland of Bexar, 
Cleveland of L. Crosby, Darden of ©., Darden of G., Dennis, 
Ector, Ellison, Gaines, Gay, Junker, McCown, McMillin, Mer- 
rick, Moore, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons Bushing, Sayles, Sel- 
man, Sherwood, Sullivan, Par ver, Throckmorton, Tompkins, 
Truehart, W aelder, West and W hite, 3an 

Nays—Messrs. Brown, Busby , Charlton, Crabb, Dalry mple, 
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Devereanx, Diekson, Dougherty, Francis; ; Green, Hale, Hooker, 
King, Kittrel, Lawhon, Lacke, | “Martin of L., McClanahan, "Mel. 
ton, “Middleton, Neblett, Nickels, Parker of A., Pettus, - ‘Ran— 
dolph, Reeves, Richard Ison, Runnels, Shaw, Smith. of Harrison, 
Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, Williams of Tia 
Witt, Wood and Worsham, 39. 

Mr Ector called for’a division of the question. 

The question being on striking oat $5,250 00, the same Was 
stricken out. 

Mr Tarver moved to insert $3,000. 

Mr Stedman moved the previous question, which motion was 
duly seconded, and the main question ordered. ‘The main ques- 
tion being on inserting $3,000, the yeas and nays being demand- 
ed, the said sum was Insei ted , by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Brown, Cleve- 
land of B., Cleveland of L., Crosby, Darden of C., Darden of 
G. , Davis, Dennis, Devereans, Dickson. Ector, Gaines,* Gay, 
Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, McCown, Moore, Nickels, Ochil- 
n Owings, Paiko of A. , Parsons, Pollock, Randolph, Rush- 

, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Sinith of N., 
Senin, Sullivan, Tarver, Throckmorton, Tompkins, True- 
a Waelder, West, White, Williams of Lamar aud Worsham, 
— AZ, 

Nays—Messrs. Askew, Busby, Crabb, Dougherty, Ellison, 
Francis, Green, Hooker, “Taw han Locke, Martin of L., Me- 
Clanahan, MeMillin, Melton, Middleton, Neblett, Pettus, Rich- 
ardson, Runnels, Selman, Smith of Harrison, Stout, Tarlton, 
Taylor, Witt and ‘Wood, 26. 

Question then being on striking ont $2,750, the same was 
stricken out. 

Mr Tarver moved to insert $2,500, 

Mr-Ector moved the previous question, which motion, was duly 

seconded, and the main questioun ordered. The main question 
being on ‘inserting $2,500, the [Louse refused to insert said su m, 
YY the following vote: 
_” Yuas—Messts. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Cleveland of 
B., Cleveland of L. Crosby, Darden of C. , Darden of G., “Davis, 
Dennis, Devereaux, Gaines, Junker, Kittrell, Latha, McGos n, 
Merrick, Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Ri sh- 
ing, Sayles, Sherwood. Smith of Harris, ‘Sullivan, ‘Tarvet, 
Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, Waelder, West, White and 
Worsham, 36. 

N Ayg-— Messrs. Askew, Brown, Busby, Chariton, Crabb, Pal- 
rvmpłe, Daney, Dicksou, Dougherty, Ector Eliison, Fraticis, 
Gay, Green, Hale, : Hooker, King, Lawhon, Loeke, Martin” of 
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L., McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Neblett, 

arker of A., Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, 
Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Sted. 
man, Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, Williams of L., Williams of San 
Augustine, Witt and Wood, 45. 

Mr Tarver moved to insert $2,400—lost. 

Question then being on inserting $2,250, the yeas and nays 
being demanded, the said sum was inserted, by the following 
vote : 

Yuas—Messrs.Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Busby, 
Cleveland of B., Crosby, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, 
Dennis, Devereaux, Ector, Gaines, Green, Hale, Junker, Kit- 
trell, Latham, Lawhon, McClanahan, McCown, Merrick, Mid- 
dleton, Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker ef A., Par- 
sons, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, 
Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, Waelder, West, White, 
Williams of Lamar, Williams of San Angustine and Worsham 
—52. 

Nays—Messrs, Brown, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Crabb, 
Dalrymple, Dancy, Dickson, Dougherty, E:Hison, Francis, Gay, 
Hooker, King, Locke, Martin of L., McMillin, Melton, Moore, 
Neblett, Pettus, Richardson, Runnels, Selman, Smith of Harris- 
on, Smith of N., Tarver, Taylor, Witt and Wood—29. 

‘The bill as amended was then ordered to be engrossed. ` 

Rule suspended, and bill read third time and passed, (the 
yeas and nays being demanded) by the following vote: 

Yras— Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Gleveland of L., Crosby, Darden of O., 
Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Ector, Gaines, Gay, 
Green, Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Mc- 
Cown, Merrick, Moore, Neblett, Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, 
Owings; Parker of A., Parsons, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, 
Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Stedman, Stont, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmorton, 
Tompkins, Truehart, Waelder, West, White, Williams of L., 
Williams of San Augustine and Worsham—57. 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Crabb, Dalrymple, Dancy, Dickson, 
Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Hooker, Locke, Martin of L., Mc- 
Clanahan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Pettus, Richardson, 
Runnels, Selman, Tarver, Taylor, Witt and Wood—2+4. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of a bill, originating in the Senate, to aythorize 
the Auditor and Comptroller, to audit bond No. 164, of the 10 
per cent consolidated stock of 5th February, 1840. 
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Also, of the passage of à bill, originating in the House,. for 
the relief of Kindallis Bryan, with an amendment. l 
By leave, Mr Gaines, chairman of the committee on Roads,- 
Bridges and Ferries, reported back to the House the following 
bills, and recommended their passage, viz : 


A bill to amend the 6th section of an act to incorporate the 


Dallas Bridge and causeway company. 

A bill granting toll privileges to Mathew Worell, for building 
a bridge on the Navasoto river. 

Also, a substitute for a bill to amend the 19th section of an 
act entitled, an actto regulate ferries, approved January 23d, 
1850. 

Also, having considered the petition of F. P. Sawyer, report- 
ed a bill authorizing F. P. Sawyer to construct a bridge across 
Walnut creek, in Travis county—read first time. 

On motion of Mr Moore, rule suspended, and a Senate bill 
to create the loth judicial district, provide for the election of a 
judge and district attorney thereof, and define the time of hold- 
ing courts in the same, together with the report of the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, recommending the passage of the same, 
with amendments. 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty, offered a substitute therefor, which 
was read, adopted, and passed to a third reading, rule suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr West, rule suspended, and a bill to author- 
ize the County Court of Travis county to levy and collecta 
special tax, taken up and ordered to be engrossed, rule suspend— 
ed, read third time and passed. 

Mr Bell, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the delegates to thé Democratic Convention, 
be allowed admission to the lobby of this House without further 
invitation—adopted. 

On motion of Mr Martin of Lavaca, rule suspended, and a 
Senate bill, to amend the 4th section of an act entitled, an act 
regulating attachments, approved March 11, 1848, together with 
the report of the committee on the Judiciary, recommending 
the passage of the same, with amendments, taken up, and 
amendments concurred in. 

Mr Ochiltree offered the following amendment: Strike out 
the words “or that he is about to remove his property beyond the 
the county. 

The following committee was announced on a bill to incor— 
porate the city of Galveston, &c., viz: n 

Messrs. Sherwood, Sayles, Worsham, Devereaux and Neblett 

On petition of Bli Kirk: Messrs. Latham, Neblett, Reeves, 

reen and Junker. 
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On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow;-10-o’clock 
A. M. 

Padne- amendment offered by Mr Ochiltree, to. Senate 
bill to amend the 4th section of an act entitled, an act regulating 
attachments, approved March 11 1848. 


louse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Jan. 15th, 1856, | 

House met purstant to _adjournment—roll called==quorum 
present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr Rushing, the vote adopting thè resolution 
of yesterday, admitting delegates to the Dempcratic convention 
to seats in the [all of the House, was-reconsidered, Mr Rush- 
ing offered the following amendment: “ And also the delegates 
tò the convention of the American Party.” 

Mr Davis meved to lav the resolution and ametidment on the 
table—lost. | -> 

Mr West offered the following dondan to the amendment. 
“ Amend by inserting that the doors be thrown open to all per- 
sons who are orderly and well behaved.” 

On motion of Mr Davis, the amendments and resolution were 
indefinitely postponed. 

Mr Randoiph offered the following resoluton < 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted, excluding citizens 
from the Hallof the House be rescinded. Laid on the table 
one day for consideration. i 

PETITIONS” 

Mr McClanaban presented the petition of Wm. S. McDonald 
for reliet; referred to the committee on claims and acconnts. 

Mr Smith of ITarris, presented the petition of Robert Burr for 
land; referred to the committee on private land claims no. 1. 

Mr Waelder presented the petition of the inhabitants of Me- 
dina counly and town of Castroville, opposing a change of the 
nate’ of the town; referred to a select committee. 

Mr Brown presented the petition of Wm. Bartlett for land; 
referred to committee on private land clams no. 2. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr Throckmorton chairman.of the committee on Internal 

Improvements made the following report: 


- 


"~The committee on Internal Improvements to whom was refer- 


red a bill to enable the counties through which the Galveston, 
Houston, and Henderson Rail Road may pass, or which may be 
contiguous thereto, to subscribe to stock therein. Also a bill au- 
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thorizing the, counties of this State | to susecribe stock to Rail 
Roads and issue bonds, &c., have maturely considered both bills, 
and the principles involved. 

. Your committee are of opinion that corporations should haye 
the privilege ef taking stock in Railroads, and that such.a daw 
will prove of service in the general progress of Internal Improve- 
ments in this State. The policy of permitting counties to issue 
ponds is of more doubtful propriety. Yet some of the more 
wealthy counties and city corporations, may be permitted to do 
so with safety. 

The committee herewith report a bill aga substitute for both 
the bills referred to. ‘This authorizes county, town and eity 
corporations to take stock or issue bonds on certain conditions, 
The guards and restrictions thrown around the bill, it is tbought 


fully, submitted, 

Also the following 

` The committee on "Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
 ferred.a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the San Antonio 
River Navigation company, have had the same under considera- 
tion. ‘The committee have instructed me to report the accompa- 
nying bill as a substitute therefor, and recommend its passage, 

Mr Tarver chairman of the J udiciary committee, reported the 
following bills and recommend their passage. 

A bill to change the name of Margaret Catherine Burke, to 
Margaret Catharine Moore, and the name of Emily Jane Burke, 
to Emily Jane Clark. . 

Also a bill to extend the time for procuring unconditional 
head-right certificates, where conditional have heretofore issued. 

Mr arver chairman of the committee, ọn, the Judiciary, re- 
ported, the following bills and. recommended their indefinite 
postponement. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to punish fraud and embezzlement 
in executors, administrators and gaurdians. 

-Also, a bill to be entitled an act authorizing the clerk of the 
District. court of Dallas county to transcribe certain records. 

Mr Tarver chairman of the Judiciary committee, to whom 
was referred Senate bil! to be entitled an act defiuing the 7th 
Judicial District and the time of holding courts in the same, 
recommended the passage of the same with the following | amend- 
ments, to wit: Strike out 2d Sectiox and insert, 

Section 2d, “That the District courts shall commence in the 
7th Judicial District in the county of Grimes on the Ist Monday 
in April and October and may continue in session two weeks.” 

In the county of Madison, on the. 2d Mondays after the 1st 

JL 


will make it-a safe and acceptable law. All of which i is respects. 
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Mondays in April and October, and may contintie in session 
one week. 

In the county of Walker, on the 3d Mondays after the Ist 
Mondays in April and October, and may continue in ‘séssion 
two weeks. 

In the county of Montgomery, on the 5th Mondays after the 
ist Mondays in April and October, and may continue in ses- 
sion two weeks. ae 

In the county of Harris, on the 7th Mondays after the 1st 
Mondays in April and October, and may continue in session 
four weeks. 

In the county of Galveston, on the 12th Mondays after the 
Ist Mondays in April and October, and may continue in session 
until the business is dispused of. 

In Section 4th, strike out “ January ” and insert “ August.” 

On motion of Mr Kittrell, rule suspended, and the bill defin- - 
ing the 7th Judicial District taken up and amendments of the 
committee adopted—rule further suspended, and bill passed to 
a third reading—rule further suspended, Lill read third time, 
and passed as amended. 

Mr Smith, of Harris, chairman of the committee on Public 
Debt, made the following reports: l 

The committee on Public debt, to whom was referred a bill 
for the relief of Peter Gallagher and the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Archibald Fitzgerald, have maturely considered 
the same. The committee is satisfied from the evidence that 
the goods were purchased by Wm. G. Cooke, late commissioner 
of the Santa Fe expedition for the purpose of raising supplies to 
furnish troops on said expedition; thatit isa well known fact that 
they arrived at Santa Fe in a starving and destitute condition, 
and that the goods purchased were used to minister to their ab- 
solute wants and necessities. The committee is also satisfied 
that the goods were owned by Fitzgerald, and that Gallagher - 
was only interested in the profits arising from the sale of said 
goods. The committee have instructed me to report back the 
accompanying bill as a substitute for the original, and respect~ 
fully recommend its passage. l l 

Also, the following: 

The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred: the 
petition of the heirs of Harvey Sanderson, have had the same 
under consideration, and are of opinion that the said Sanderson 
did sustain losses by the advances made to the late Republic of 
Texas, but as it is impossible to find the amount of these losses 
they have instructed me to report the accompanying bill grant- 
ing to each of the petitioners half a league of land, and to re- 


= commend its passage; bill read first time. 
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Also, the following :. l ; 

The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred the 
petition of William M. Sheperd, asking that certain lost drafts 
may be placed in such a condition that they can be paid, hav- 
ing had the same under consideration instruct me to report the 
same back to the House, with the accompanying bill, and to 
recommend its passage; bill read first time. 

Qn motion of Mr Ochiltree, “a bill to authorise the Com— 
missioner of the General Land Office to employ additional 
draftsmen and clerks, and to fix: the salary of the same,” was 
taken up; read second time. 

Mr Throckmorton offered the following amendments to the 
bill : 

That the Chief Clerk be authorised to take acknowledgments. 
That one of the assistant clerks shall be known as Ist assistant 
chief clerk, and receive’ $1000 annually. That another one of 
the assistant clerks shall be known as the Cashier of the Land 
Office, and shall receive $1000 annually. That the above shall 
be Section 3d of.said bill, and Section 3d shall be numbered 
Section 4th. 

Mr Moore offered the following amendment to Mr Throck- 
morton’s amendment : 

And said Cashier to be appointed by the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, and he shall be required to give bond 
in the sum of $10,000, payable to the State of Texas, to be ap- 
proved by the Governor, conditioned fer the faithful performance 
of his duties as Cashier. o> 

Amendment accepted, and Mr Throckmorton’s amendment'as 
ametided adopted—bill as amended ‘ordered to be engrossed— 
rule suspended, bill read third time and passed. , 

n motion of Mr Dennis, “a bill to restore land sold for taxes 
and purchased by the State to the former owners upon certain 
conditions,” was taken up. 

` Mr Gaines offered the following amendment: 

Amend by striking out 50 per cent. and inserting 8 per cent. 
per annum, the legal interest of the State. 

On motion of Mr Cleveland, amendment laid on the table. 

Mr Throckmorton offered the following amendment, to come 
in before the concluding clause, “nothing in this Act shall be 
so construed as to prevent the parties from paying the taxes so 
due to the Comptroller:” 


Mr Gaines moved to lay bill and amendment on the table— 


Lost 

_On motion, Mr Throekmorton’s amendment was adopted, and 
bill as amended passed to a third reading—rule suspended, bill 
tead third time and passed. 
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Mr. Reeves introduced a bill authorising the disposition and 
sale of the University lands; read first time—rule suspended, 
read second time and referred to committee on Education. 

Mr Stout introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, As this House has deprived Railroads of- branching 
privileges until the main trunk is finished, that we also strike 
out all branching priviléges from speeches until the main part 
of the speech is finished, which main part shall be confined to 
fundamental principles; adopted. . ts tee 

Mr McCown introduced a bill to be entitled an Act to incor- 
porate the Refugio Minnte Company of mounted men —bi)] 
read first time—rule suspended, read second time and referred 
to committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr Stedman, a Senate bill, entitled an Act for 
the relief of the heirs and assignees of Thos Wiliams, was 
taken up and passed to a third reading; rule suspended bills 
read third time and passed. oo 

On motion of Mr Tarlton, Senate’s bill to inéorporate the 
city of Marshall was taken up, and the following amendments 
adopted : 

At the end of Section 4th, add “or until the party makes 
affidavit that he is unable to pay the same;” and in Section 15 
strike out the words, ‘ and shall be exempt from any other read 
duty in said county.” 

Bill as amended passed to a third reading—rule suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. l l 

On motion of Mr Crabb, “a bill to be entitled an Act for 
the relief of Geo. W. Robinson,” was taken up and ordered to 
be engrossed ; rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

Mr Nickles moved to suspend the rule and take up the bill 
for the protection of the frontier; lost. 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton, the rule was suspended and 
the House proceeded to take up reports of committees. 

A bill making an appropriation for the payment of the third 
class debt taken up. - 

On motion, the House adjourned unti! 3 o’clock P. M. 

'3 o'clock r. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 

resent. 

Mr Cleveland, of Liberty, offered the following amendment 
to the bill for the payment of the 3d class debt: 

Strike out the caption of the biil and insert the following m 
lieu thereof: “ A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief oi 


- Anson Jones;” adopted. 
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My Locke ‘offered the following amendment : 
Amend by inserting, “and that all other officers and soldiers 


who were paid off in promissory notes, bonds or red-backs, shall | 


have the difference made up to them between the value of said 
currency and gold-and silver.” SE 

Mr Smith, of Harrison, moved to lay the bill and amend- 
menton the tablėë.. 

Mr Ochiltree called for a division of the question. 

Question being on laying the amendment on the table, the 
same was put and lost. 

Mr Cleveland, of Liberty, moved the indefinite postponement 
of the bill and amendment ; the yeas and nays being demanded, 
the same were indefinively postponed by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Arnold, Bell, Brown, Busby, Cleveland, of 
Liberty, Charlton, Crabb, Dalrymple, Dancy, Dougherty, 
Ellison, Francis, Green, Hale, Hooker, King, Locke, Martin, 
of Lavaca, McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Middle- 
ton, Moore, Neblitt, Parker, of A., Parsons, Pettns, Randolph, 
Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Smith, of H., 
Smith of N., Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, White, Williams, 
of L., Williams of San Augustine, Witt and Wood—4s. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Cleveland, ot Bexar, Dar- 
den, of C., Darden, of G., Davis, Dennis, Devereanx, Gaines, 


Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Sayles, . 


Shaw, Sherwood, Smith, of Harris, Stedman, Tarver, Throck- 
morton, Trueheart, Waelder, West and Worsham— 27. 

The following communication from .his Excellency, the Gov. 
ernor, was then read and referred to a select committee of three. 


| Executive Orrick, }, 
cu Ae eg i Austiny Texas, Jawy 15, 1856, § 
Gentlemen of the Senate ; l 
and House of Representatives : 


I transmit herewith a further report from the Commissioners 
to prepare a Gode, amending, supplying, revising, digesting and 
arranging the laws, civil and criminal. This report embraces 
“A Penal Code,” preceded by a report of the Commissioners 
explanatory of the changes which it makes in our present laws, 
and of the principles which guided them in its preparation. J 
have given this Code a careful examination, and have no hesi- 
tation in recommending it for your adoption. Two hundred 
copies of the feport and Code have been printed, which: are 
subject to the disposition of the two honses. The revision.of 
the General Statutes is now being published, and as soon ag 
possible will be sent in. l 
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A message was received from'the Senate infornting the House 
ot the passage of a bill (originating in the Senate) granting 
Benjamin T. Duval the privilege fo establish a ferry on the 
Neches, and to protect his mill from back-water. 

Mr Locke, of the joint committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
correctly, enrelled, and this day presented to the Governor for 
his approval, the following bills: ss 

A bill to authorise the Comptroller to issue certain lost certi- 
ficates of stock on certain conditions. m 


A bill authorising the transfer of certain certificates and stock 
bonds on certain conditions. 

A bill to amend an Act supplementary to an Act to establish 
the Galveston, Houston and Henderson Railroad Company, 

A bill for the relief of James W. Reed. 

A bill amendatory of an Act to incorporate the Henderson 
aud Burkville Railroad Company, approved Jan. 27, 1854. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Chappel Hill. 

A bill to incorporate the Sulphur Fork Turnpike Company, 

A bill to remove the Land Office of the Milam Land District 
from Cameron, in Milam county, to Belton in Bell county, 

A joint resolution, instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives to procnre the establishment of a new Dis- 
trict Court of the U.S. for the territory west of the Pecos river, 


" taken up and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, read 


third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Stedman, Mr West was added to the select 
committee on the memorial of Eli. Kirk. 

On motion of Mr Randolph, Mr Owings was added to the 
cammittee on claims and accounts. 

Mr Owings (by leave) introduced a bill to authorize the county 
court of Karnes connty to levy an additional tax for the purpose 
of building a Jail; read first time. 

By leave, Mr Sullivan reported back to the House, and 
recommended its passage, a Senate bill to incorporate the Brazo: 
ria county Insurance company. 

On motion of Mr Gaines, rule suspended, and said bill taken 
up and passed to a 3d reading; rule further suspended read 3d 
time and passed by two thirds vote as follows: l 

Yeas.— Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Brown, Busby, 
Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crabb, Darden ot 
C., Dennis, Devereaux, Dougherty, Ellison, Gaines, Hale, 
Hooker, Junker, KittrelJ, Latham, Locke, Martin of Lavaca, 
McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore. 
Neblett, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parsons, 
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Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, 
Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of 


Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarver, Taylor, Throgkmorton, ` 


Truehart, Waelder, West, White, Williams of L., Williams of S., 
Witt, Wood, and Worsham,—61. 

Nays.—none. 

Mr Bell offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the use of the Hall of the House of Repre- 
sentatives is hereby tendered to the democratic Convention 
which is to assemblo in this city on the 16th inst.,—provided, 
that the same shall not be used by said convention only at such 
times as the House shall not bein session. 

Mr Brown offered the following substitute : 

Resolved, That the use of the Hall of the House of Repre- 
sentatives ishereby tendered to the contemplated Conventions 
of the Democratic and American parties, after the final adjouin— 
ment of the Honse on each day, during the respective sessions of 
said conventions, 

Mr Ochiltree moved to amend the substitute by adding “and 
also of the Whig party—accepted by Mr Brown. 

Mr Darden of Gonzales, moved tu lay the substitute on the 
table. ; 

Mr Reeves moved to lay the resolution and substitute on the 
table—lost. 

The substitute as amended adopted. 

Resolution as substituted, adopted. 

Mr Busby (by leave) introduced a bill to authorize the trans- 
ctibing of certain records therein named, in the county of Free- 
stone—read first time—rule suspended, raad 2nd time by cap- 
lion and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Gaines (by leave) introdaced a bill amendatory of an act 
tô raise a revenue by taxation, passed March 20th, 1848; read 
first time —rule suspended, read second time and referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr White, the vote passing a Senate bill to re- 
store lands sold for taxes and purchased by the State, to the for: 
mer owners, upon certain conditions, was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr Rusking, Mr Trigg was excused form at- 
tendence on the House. l 

On motion of Mr Sayles, Mr Stedman obtained leave of ab- 
sence from the the 17th until the 27th inst. 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed the following bills: 

A bill forthe relief of Benj. F. Benton, 

A bill-to create the county of Lampasas. 
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A bill to incorporate the Henderson Female College. 

On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow at 10 
o'clock, A. M. 

House or REPRESENTATIVIS, } 
Austin, Jan. 16th, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. . 

_ Journal of yesterday read and adopted. ine 

Mr West obtained leave to withdraw the petition of BS 
Lawrence. 

On. motion .of Mr Throckmorton, the Doorkeeper was ex- 
cused on account of sickuess. 

Mr Moore presented the remonstrance of sundry citizens of 
Polk County against the creation of anew County. 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton rule suspended, and the 
House proceeded to take up reports of committees. 

On motion of Mr Waelder, rale suspended and the report of 
the committee on the Judiciary, on the petition of the citizens , 
of Comal County tolevy a tax for school purposes taken up— 
report adopted, and petition referred to the committee on ed 
ucation. 5 l 

Report of the committee or private land claims no. 2, on the 
petition of Jesse Zumwalt, recommending the rejection of the 
same-—adopted. | l 

Report of the committee on private land claims no. 2, ona 
bill for the relief of Hiram Hovey, recommending the rejection 
of said bill—adopted. . 

A bill to set apart one fifth of the taxes annually paid into 
the State Treasury for educational purposes, together with the 
report of the committee on education, recommending the pass- 
age of a substitute therefor-—substitute. adopted and ordered to 
be engrossed, rule suspended and read 3d time. On motion of 
Mr Smith of Harris, laid on the table. 

a bill for the relief of Fred W Moore, assignee of A H 
ook, 

Mr Randolph moved to amend by striking out $221 00 and 
inserting $211 00—adopted, and bill as amended ordered to be 
engrossed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs Speaker, Arnold, Brown, Charlton, Cleve- 
land of Bexar, Dalrymple, Darden, of C., Darden of G., Davis, 
Dennis, Dougherty Ellison, Francis, Green, Hale, Hooker, 
Junker. King, Kittrell, Latham, Martin of Lavaca, McCown, 
MeMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Neblett, Norton, Ochil- 
tree, Owings, Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, Runnels Rushing, | 
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Sayles, Selman Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, 
Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, 


Waelder, West, White, Williams of Lamar, Williams of San ~ 


Augustine, Witt, and Worsham—54. _ 

Nays—Messrs Askew, Bell, Bonner, Busby, Crabb, Dancy, 
Ector, Locke, Martin of Henderson, McClanahan, Moore, Par- 
sons, Poag, Pollock, Richardson, Stout, Tarver and Weod—18. 

Mr Randolph moved that the rule be suspended and bill 
read 3d time and passed—the yeas and nays being demanded, 
the rule was suspended by the following vote: 

Ysas—Messrs Speaker Ardrey, Arnold, Beown, Crabb, Dal- 
rymple, Dancy, Darden of G., Dennis, Ellison, Francis, Green, 
Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Latham, Locke, Martin of Lavaca, 
McMilliny Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Nickles, Owings, 
Pettus; Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sel- 
man, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, 
Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Truehart,; Waelder, West, 
White, Williams of Lamar, Williams of San Augustine, Witt, 
and Worsham—49. | 

Nays—Messrs Bell, Bonner, Busby, Ector, Martin of H., 
McClanahan, Parsons, Poag, Pollcck, Stout, Tarver and Wood 
—12. l 

The Speaker having decided that the two-third vote required 
by the constitation to pass bills appropriating money, and bills 
for private corporations, to mean a two-third vote of a quorum 
df the Honse, at the request of the Speaker, Mr White appeal- 
ed from the decision of the Chair. upon the ground that by a 
two-third vote in the constitution is meant a two-third vote of 
| the whole House, `> | , ¢ po 
Decision of the Chair sustained. ; 

The bill was then read 3d tnne and passed by the following 
| vote: i 

| _Yxas—Messrs Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Brown, Busby, 
| Cleveland of Liberty, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Dennis, Dever- 
eaux, Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hale, Hooker, 
| Junker, King Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of Lavaca, 

McCown, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Nickels, Norton, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of Anderson, Pettus, Randotph, 
| Reeves, Runnels, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of 
| Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Tompkins, Irtehart, Waelder, West, White, 

Williams of Lamar, Williams of San Augustine, Witt ‘and 
Worsham—57. : 

Nays——Messrs Askew, Bonner, Ector, Locke, Martin of H., 
| McClanahan, Moore, Parsons, Poag, Richardson, Stout, Tarver, 

ad Wood—-13. Ix 
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On motion of Mr Norton, rule suspended to take up bill for 
the protection of the frontier. | 

Mr Brown (by leave) offered the following resoiution : 

Resolved, That the committee on public buildings be instruct. 
ed to report to the House by resolution or bill, a plan for setting 
the Capitol grounds, as now enclosed, with shade trees, and algo 
to protect the trees now within said enclosure from injury or 
destruction ; also some plan for the control and safe keeping of 
the State House, and the public property in the same after the 
adjournment of the Legislature-—adopted. E 

Mr Owings offæred the following resolution :- 

Resolved, That every old soldier of Texas who participated 
in the storming of San Antonio, or fonght at the battle of San 
Jacinto, orin any other way bore a part of the burthen of our 
revolution, shall at all times, have the privilege of entering this 
Hall, and occupying that portion of it outside the members’ 
Seats. . 

On motion of Mr Bell, laid on the table. . i 

A Message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of the: following bills originating in that body, 
viz: 

A bill to incorporate Sonle University, , 

A bill requiring the return of unconditional] -certifieates to 
the General Land Office. 

A bill giving the assent of the State of Texas to an Act to 
provide for the payment of such creditors of the late Republic of 
Texas, as are comprehended inthe Act of Cengress of Sept. 9th, 
1850, which was passed at the 2d session of the 33d Congress 
of the United States, and approved Feb. 8th, 1855. 

A bill supplementary to an Act to define the time of holding 
the District Courts in the 18th Judicial District. 

Also, of the passage, of the following bill originating in the 
House. a l 

A bill for the relief of C M Goolsby. 

A bill for the relief of Benj. F. Benton. 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the amendment of the 
House to a bill defining the 7th Judicial District, and the time 
ef holding Courts in the same, and that the Senate had adopted 
the House’s substitute for the Senate’s bill, to create the 15th 
Judicial District, provide for the election of a Judge and Dis- 
trict Attorney thereof, and define the time of holding Courts m 
the same. i 

Mr Bell moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o’elock, A. M., 
the yeas and nays being demanded, the House adjourned by the 
following vote: 
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Yras—Messrs Speaker, Askow,Bell, Bonner,Crabb, Dancy, Dar- 
den of C., Davis, Dennis, Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Green, Hale, 


Hooker, Junker, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of Henderson, Mc-. 


Clanahan, McCown, Nickels, Ochiltree, Parker of Anderson, 
Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Kichardson, Rushing, Sayles, Sher- 
wood, Smith of Newton, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Tay- 
lor, West, White and Witt—40. 

Navs—Messrs Arnold, Brown, Busby, Chariton, Cleveland 
of B., Cleveland of L. , Dalrymple, Ellison, Gaines, King, Kitt- 
rell, Locke, Märtin of Lavaca, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, 
Moore, Owings, Parsons, Reeves, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Throckmorton, 
Tompkins,’ Truehart, Waelder, Williams of San Augustine, 
Wood and Worsham—33.. 
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Austin, JANvUARY 17th, 1856. 

~ Hlonse met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

The Speaker announced the following committee on the penal 
code, Viz: 

Messrs. Sayles, Ardrey, and Cleveland of Bexar., 

Mr Sherwood, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the recent exhibition of unjust proscription, 
and sickening vituperation manifested by the Democratic party 
on the floor of the Representative Hall, after the use of the 
Hall had been accorded to the party, renders it inexpedient that 
the place should be any further occupied tor party purposes. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to encourage, and thus add 
undue respectability to that class of politicians who are actuated 
by no higher nitive than aspirations for office; for in proportion 
as those who seek to be supported, as public paupers, by being 
pauperized on public patronage, will the public interest be over- 
looked. 

Mr Parker of Anderson, moved to lay the resolution on the 
tabe. 

On motion, the House adjourned until to morrow 10 o’clock, 
A. M. 


' Pending—motion to lay.said resolution on the table, 
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Horse os REPRESENTATIVES. } 
l Austin, Januery 18th, 1856.) 

{louse met pnrsuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Journal of yesterday was read adopted. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr Waelder offered the testimony and papersin favor of the 
application for the change of the name ot the town of Castro- 
ville; referred to select committee on the petition to- change the 
name of Castroville. 

Mr Dickson presented the petition of the heirs of Anthony 
Smith for land ;raferred to committee on private land claims, 
no. 9. f É 

Mr Ardrey presented the petition of Almanzon Huston fo 
relief; referred to committee on claims and acconnts, r 

On motion of Mr Worsham, Mr Neblett obtained leave o 
absence. 

| REPORTS-OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr Throckmorton, chairman of the comuitttee on Internal 
Improvements, reported a bill, entitled “an act to’ incorporate 
the Washington county Rail Road company,” agd recommen- 
ded its passage. 

On motion of Mr Sayles, rule suspended, report and bill taken 
up, report adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed ; rule furth- 
er suspended, bill read third time and passed by a two thirds 
vote, as follows: i 
' Ysas—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of Bexar, Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Darden of Colorado, Davis, Dennis, Devereanx, Diek- 
son, Dougherty, Bllison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Latham, Martin of Henderson, Martin, 
of Lavaca, McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Moore, 
Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of Anderson, Parker of Tar- 
rant, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, 
Runnells, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Harrison, Stout, Sullivan, Tompkins, Waelder, Wil- 
liams of Lamar, and Worsham—58. 

Naye—Messrs. Locke, Middleton, Williams of San Augus- 
tine, Wittand Wood—5. 

Messrs. Cleveland of Bexar, Ardrey and ‘West, from the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, made the followifg report : 

The Judiciary committee to whom has been referred a pill to 
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heentitled “an act amendatory of an act, entitled an act to rep. 
ulate proceedings in the District courts, approved May 12th, 
1840,” have had the same under consideration and find that the 
change proposed by the bill in the law of procedure is of great 
importance in many particulars, to the Judicial system, and that it 
will have the effect of very greatly reducing the present expenses 
of jury service, to the counties, and will be the means by which 
jurors will be enabled to obtain the compensation which is now 
allowed them under the laws providing a jury fund, which has 
heretofore not been adequate to pay them, and that it will not 
i terfere with the despatch of suits pending in court, and have 
instructed us to report back the bill with accompanying amend. 
ments, and recommend its passage : 7 

~ Amendments: Amend 2ud sec. of the bill, by adding after 
the word * Docket” in the 5th jine of said sec., the following: 
“ and for the rendition of judgments by default, confession and 
net dicit, upon withdrawal of defence, and where the parties 
have waived a jury trial, and submitted to a trial by the court.” 

Amend 4th section ofsaid bill by adding at the end of the first- 
clause of said section the following: “ Provided, that if any per- 
son or persons shall be confined upon any criminal accusation, 
then he, she or they may apply to the court by counsel for an 
order setting the day of the term for the trial of such persons, 
which shall be made by the court, notwithstanding the order of 
trial prescribed by this section. 

Amend the bill by adding the following section: ‘That the 
fifteenth section of an act entitled an act concerning proceed- 
ings in the District Court, passed March 16th, 1848, beso amen- 
ded that it shall heareafter read as follows : 

“Section 15th. That no application for a continuance shall 
be heard, before the defendant files his defence, nor shall any 
eontinuance be allowed unless by operation of law, or by consent 
of parties, or for sufficient cause, supported by affidavit. On the 
first application for continuance, if the cause be for want of tes- 
timony material to the cause, the same shall be shown, and that 
the party applying has used due dilligence to procure said testi- 


‘mony, and state such dilligence, the cause of failure if known ; 


that the testimony cannot be obtained from any other source, 
and if it be for the absence of a witness, his name and. residence 
shall be stated, and what is expected to be proved by him, and 
that the continuance is not asked for delay, but that justice may 
be done.” 
. On motion of Mr Ardrey, rule suspended, report taken up and 
100 copies of bill and amendments orderded to be printed. 
Qn motion of Mr Sullivan, rule suspended, and a Senate bill 


i 399 


conferring power on county courts and town and city corporate 
authorities, to establish quarantine segulations, taken up. 

Mr Brown offered the following amendment : : . Provided, that 
thg provisions of this act shall not extend to the county of Gate 
veston. 

Mr Smith of Barris, offered the following substitute for the 
amendment : Amend Ist. section by inserting the . following 
proviso: Provided, that nothing in this act shall be so eon- 
strued as to allow said courts or corporations to male: any regu: 
lation that will tend to obstruct the free passage to and fro, of 
travelers through any town in this State in good health, who 
may not wish to be delayed. T 

On motion of Mr Gaines, substitute fide on the table. 

Question recurring on the adoption of the amendment, the 
same was put and lost. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading—rule sa pended 
read third time and passed. 

Mr Waelder (by leave) introduced a bill for the relief of ‘the 
heirs of Antonio Fuentes, dec’d—read first time, rule suspen- 
ded, read second time by caption, and referred -to the committee 
on private land claims no. 2. 

, On motion of Mr Rushing, rule suspended, and a bill to in- 
corporate the town of Rusk, “in Cherokee county, taken up, mead 
third time and. passed. 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engross sed bilis, re- 
ported correctly engrossed the following bills : 

A`bill to authorize the county court ‘of Travis salad to levy 
and collect a special tax. 

_ A bill to fix the salaries of the Judges ot the Suprome ‘and 
District courts. 

_A bill to muster into service minute men for the protection of 
the frontier settlements. 

On Motion of Mr Waelder, the rule suspended and the last 
named bill taken up. 

Mr Waelder moved to amend by striking ont the word “hands” 
where it occurs first in the 7th section, and, insert the ..word 
‘haynts” adopted, and bill as ameuded read third time and 
passed. Pon 

Mr Randolph (by leave) offered the following resolution ; ae 

Resolved, ‘That itis the duty of the Legislature to-act upon 
Measures. of public and general interest, in preference to special 
and private relief bills ; therefore, bills or joint resolutions ef a 
general mature may be ‘taken up and acted upon at any time, 
when a majority of the House shall so decide. 

Rule requiring the resolution to lay.on the table one day for 
consideration, suspended, and resolution taken up. 
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Mr Davis moved to postpone the resolution until- LL o'clock, 
A.M. to-morrow. Ot 

Mr Gaines moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o’elock, A, 
M.—lost. l ` 

Mr Charlton moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

The yeas and nays being demanded, the same was laid on the 
table by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Ardrey, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Brown, Busby, 
Charlton, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of C, Davis, Dotigherty, 
Ellison, Gaines, Green, Hale, Locke, Martin of H, Martin of L, 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton; Merrick, Middleton, Ochiltree, 
Owings, Parker of A, Parker of T, Poag, Reeves, Richardson, 
Ruunels, Sayles, Shaw Sherwood, Smith of Harrison, Stout, 
Tarlton, Throckmorton, Truehart, White, Williams of L, Wil- 
hams of San Augustine, Witt, and Wood—45. 

` Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Cleveland of B, Cleaveland 
ef L, Crabb, Darden of C, Dennis, Dickson, Hooker, Junker, 
King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Moore, Nickles, Rando'!ph, 
Rushing, Selman, Smith of Harris, Sullivan, Taylor, Tompkins, 
Waelder, West ard Worsham—26. - 

On motion of Mr Davis, rule suspended and a bill to repeal an 
act entitled an act to incorporate the Tyler University 
in the town of Tyler, and to re-incorporate the same, 
taken up, read second time and ordered to be engrossed—rule 
suspended, read. third time and passed by a two third vote, as 
follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland ot B, Cleveland of L, 
Crabb, Dalrymple, Darden of O, Darden `of G, Davis, Dennis, 
Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Hale, Hooker, Junker, 
Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H, Martin of L, 
McMillin, Middleton, Moore, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A, 
Parker of 'F, Parsons, Poag, Rando!ph, Richardson, Reeves, 
Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stout, Suliivan, Tarlton, 
Taylor, Throckmorton, ‘Tompkins, Truehart, Waelder, West, 
White, Williams of L, Williams of San Augustine, Witt, Wood, 
and Worsham—65. í 

Nays— Mr. Dickson. 

Qn motion of Mr Shaw, rule suspended, and a bill to incor- 
porate the town of Lexington, taken up, read second time. 

Mr Shaw offered the following amendments which were adop- 
ted: Insection 6, after the word “election,” and before the 
word “ shall,” strike out “and pay tax to the corporation.” 

Strike out of Tth section of the bill. 
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= Sill as amended ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, 
B read third time and passed. 
; ate bill to'permit the city of Houston to levy a Special tax for 
| Rail road purposes, taken up, and passed to a third reading— 
| rule suspended, read third time and passed. 
| Mr Throckmorton, chairman of the committee on 
| Improvements, made the following report ; 


Committee Room, 
January 16th, 1856.. } 
| Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker of the Hovse of Representatives. 
| The Committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was 
B referred a Senate Bill to provide for the investment. of the Spe- 
cial School Fund in the Bonds of Railroad Companies, incor- 
porated by the State, have maturely considered the same. In 
connection with this subject, your committee have had under 
| consideration, several other projects which were offered with 
Í the view of promoting both the great objects of Internal Im- 
| provements and Education. ‘The majority of your Committee 
have constantly kept in view the necessity and propriety of 
i making both these questions of such vital importance to the 
people, go hand in hand as a support to each other, believing. 
that such a measure can be established and carried: out, as will 
prove eminently a wise and judicious system of State policy. 
The bill referred to your Committee seeks to provide a per- 
manent and profitable investment of the Special Fund, and, at 
the same time, afford such incidental aid to our corporate sys- 
tem of Railroads as the present limited amount of the fand will 
permit, and to form a unison of interests between the two great 
branches. of modern progress—Education and Internal Im. 
provements, which, if steadily adhered to, must, in the opinion, 
of the Committee, result in producing all the advantage the 
friends of both so ardently desire. The augmentation of our 
School Fund, will, under the combination of interests, cause a 
rapid and well directed extension of our Railroads, in all parts 
of the State where such improvements are required, while the 
vill afford the safest and most profitabte investment of the fund, 
lt would be superfluous at this time, to enter into an argu. 
ment in favor of a liberal, wise and efficient system of educa- 
tion, Its importance is admitted by all. It is, therefore, only. 
hecessary to consider the best mode of raising and preserving 
the means to establish, extend and perpetrate it. The.fnnd 
Which is at present available for that purpose, is $2,000, 80 
Producing an income, at five.per cent. per annum, of $100,000, 


On motion of Mr Smith of Harris, rule suspended, aud a Sen- - 
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t The bill proposes to loan this sum to Railroad companies at 
six per cent. per annum, secured by a first mortgage and lion 
on the roads, together with the cars, engines, depots, &c., &e, 
'The fund thus invested will produce an income of one hundred 
and twenty thousand dollars annually, for the proposed term of 
the loan—ten years—including interest accrulmg on the interes; 
annually, the sum of about two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, more than the fund will produce as at present invested. 

Therefore, for the five years this fund has remained ile in the 
Treasury, if might not only have been made to produce one 
hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars more than it now 
amounts to, but to set in motion our system of Railroads, and 
to have given ‘them such an impetus, that at this time they 
would be extending from our Eastern and Gulf borders far to. 
wards the interior. If the Legislature shall, asno doubt it will 
adhere to its policy of reserving the alternate sections of land, 
between the parallel of 81° and 33’ North Latitude, and dis. 

osing of them as the Pacific Railroad or other roads from the 

astern boundary of the State shall be extended towards Il 
Paso, a fund may ultimately be realized ot from twenty to thirty 
millions of dollars, and at the same time provide the rapid set- 
tlement and cultivation of those lands by frequent sales, a 
moderate prices. Independent of these alternate sections, with- 
in the Pacific Railroad reservation,” we have an immense ter 
ritory of fine lands unsettled, and where an acre has not yd 
been appropriated or surveyed, North of Red River, that might 
now, with great propriety, be set aside for the purposes of add- 
ing millions to theSchool Fund. ‘Thus, a fund will soon begin 
to flow into the Treasury, under the proposed policy, in such 
amounts as to give new life and efficiency to our combinel 
system of education, and Internal Improvements. 

If we suppose the State may realize from the sale of lands 
thirty millions of dollars, in the course of thirty years, this sum 
loaned to Railroad companies at six thousand dollars for every 
mile of road completed, would encourage and aid in the con- 
struction of five thousand miles of railroad, and produce an ir 
come of one million 800,000 dollars per annum, to, be di 
rectly applied tothe education ot the children of the State. 

That such a sum may be realized from the sale of our im 
mense surplus domain, none—who are acquainted with the 
character of our lands, the geniality of our climate, and the 
many advantages which our country possess—can doubt— 
There are over thirty million acres of vacant public domain 
within the Pacific Railroad reservation West of the Trinil 
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river. With a railroad running along this vast belt of territo- 
ry; can any one doubt for a moment but that we might realize 
asfniuch as one dellar per acre for the altertiate section reserv- 
ed to the State? Certainly not. Well, if this proposition be 
correct, the result from this source would produce fifteen mil- 
lions of. dollars. And we would have all of the immense fertile 
‘territory North of Red river out of which to make the other 
fifteen million of dollars, leaving the residue, truly a large 
amount, of the public lands to absorb outstanding certificates, 
and to meet the demand of certificates granted to Railroad 
Companies. 

The above estimate of resources, moderate amount of sales, 
and lengthyof time given, it will be conceded by every reflect- 
ing mind, are amply sutiicicnt to show that Texas may adopt 
the most liberal policy in promoting the settlement and sale of 
her lands, and yet realize a fund for Education and Internal 
Improvement purposes which will place her far ahead of any 
of her sisters of the Union. While the proposed policy prom- 
ises such surprising results and vast advantages, it avoids what 
every statesman ought always to avoid as far as circumstances 
permit, the possibility of levying a tax on the people,or industry 
of the country, either for Education or Internal Improvements. 

It not only does this but it encourages our own citizens to 
become shareholders in Railroad companies, thereby retaining 
the profits arising from them at home. 

This policy is treated so ably in the report of the Senate’s 
Committee on Education,” that your Committee adopt and 
incorporate it in part in this report, and coming as it does from 
a Committe eespecially charged with the guardianship of the 
School Fund: it deserves, and doubtless will receive, the most 
careful consideration. 
| The reportsays: “Texas is unable yet to establish such a 

School Fund as the necessities of her citizens require, and at 
the same time meet public expectation in giving assistance to 
Railroads. - But she may use her present means on hand to 
great advantage, both for the benefit of Schools and Railroads, 
by pursuing the policy prescribed in the bill presented. 

The sum of two millions of doliars has already been set 
| aside asła School Fund, but no friend of Education, it is pre- 
Í eumed, would advise that this Fund should itself be appropri- 
ated and expended for the support of Schools. Such, a policy 
| would very soon exhaust the principal, and have nothing to 
Operate upon. But if the principal is invested or placed at 
interest, the Fund becomes a permanent one, yielding annually 
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a support for such system of Schools as may be adopted. And 
it is believed that no permanent School System can-ever be 
established without such a course; for the momént that you 
commence using from the principal it must be gradually di- 
minished until completely exhausted. Every State in the 
Union which has any permanent School Fund, has the princi- 
pal invested in Bank Stock, Deposits, Loans on Lands, Bonds, 
or in some other manner, so as to yield an annual interest. 

“ The Committee is well satisfied that Texas can pursue no 
better course with her Education Fund, than to invest it in the 
Bonds of her own Railroad Companies, in the manner provided 
for by the proposed bill. It is believed that the investment 
will be sate, and at the same time highly beneficial to the best 
interests of the State. 

“ The amount proposed to be loaned is less than one third of 
the usual cost of the cheapest Southern Road, and less than the 
actual cost of the iron upon the Road, and is secured by the 
first and preference lien on the entire Road, and all the proper- 
ty of the same. 

“ And the past history of Railroads bears us out in the belief 
that Railroad Companies have not hertofore been in the habit 
of expending from fifteen to twenty thousand dollars per mile 
on roads, and then suffer them to be sacrificed for one-fourth 
of their actual cost. Past experience has induced capitalists to 
build Railroads, and seek railroad investments for the sake of 
gain, and to build roads at their usual cost, for the purpose of 
borrowing six thousand dollars per mile, would be the hight of 
madness, if the party expected the road to be sacrificed for the 
payment of this smal! amount. 

“Butit may be contended that as this fund is already in- 
vested in United States Bonds, it onght not to be otherwise in- 
vested. In answer to which, it must be recollected thatthe 
time is rapidly passing to which these Bonds are limited, and 
n a few years we will bé compelled to seek some other invest- 
ment, or to keep the money as dead capital, without any in- 
come whatever for the support of Schools. But were such not 
the case, the committee can see no plausible reason why Texas 
should hold the Bonds of the United States Government, bear- 
ing only five per cent. interest, when she can invest the money 
securely, at larger interest, so as to develope her own resentces, 
and advance her own prosperity. While our Legislators are 
hesitating among themselves about loaning two millions of dol- 
lars to our Railroads, other States have appropriated tens of 
millions to the same purpose, and are now pushing forward 
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their public works with unceasing energy. And Texas will, in 
all probability, be lamenting her lethargy and inaction, when 
they shall be reaping the rich rewards of their enterprise and 
liberality. Every State in the Union which is now enjoying 
the benefit of a general system of Railroads, has secured them 
only by granting State aid in the most liberal manner. While 
Texas 1s not able to make an immediate appropriation sufficient 
for building her Railroads, and at the same time support her 
Schools by separate and distinct, Funds, it is earnestly believed 
that by a judicious management of her School Find, she may 
greatly benefit Roads, and also support her Schools. And if 
it shall be found that this policy will operate well, 1t is believed 
that the friends of Education and Internal Improvements will 
be induced to do all in their power to increase the present Fund 
toa much larger amount, by adding to the same all surplus 
means which Texas may from time to time have subject to ap- 
propriation, until the Fund can thus be made large enough to 
yield a sitfficient interest to support a School System of the most 
liberal character. 

“« And thus would Texas encourage the construction of Rail- 
roads within her limits, by the investment of her School Fund, 
and at the same time have the proud satisfaction of seeing her 
Schools supported and upheld by an annual and certain income 
from her roads; and thus wonld the causes of Education and 
Internal Improvements become handmaids in advancing the 
prosperity and greatness of the State.” 

In opposition to the corporate system and loaning policy, two 
projects of Internal Improvement bave been prominently pre— 
sented for the consideration of tke Legislature. 

They are known as the “ State plan,” or a system of improve- 
ments to be undertaken and conducted by the State, with 190- 
ney raised on the sale of her bonds, and the accruing interest 
to be paid bya direct tax ou the people until a sufficient amount 
shall be realized for that purpose from the sale of lands or the 
profits on the works themselves, and the * Iron Policy.” 

The Committee beg leave to present some considerations con- 
nected with both these schemes. There is no fact better known 
connected with Internal Improvements, than that in every 
State where tney have been undertaken and conducted under 
State authority, the system has not only signaily tailed, but 
has produced the most deleterious effécts on public interests, 
and disasterous consequences to State credit. The canals of 
the State of New York have been urged as proof of the profit- 
ableness and good policy of State investment in Internal Im- 
provements generally. 
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This argument has heretofore been used with most fatal sac- 
cess, and has led -some of the Northern and North-western 
States into the most unprofitable undertakings and ruinous ex- 
penditures, without considering the great advantages of location 
of the New York Canals over their own local improvements. 
It will be recollected that those Canals extend from the naviga- 
ble waters of the Hudson river to tie great Northern Lakes, 
and that the vast commerce of those inland seas with our Atlan- 
tic cities and Europe, is conducted through those channels, and 
that most of the exports and imports of the North-western 
States and Canada are tributaries to them. ‘lhe geography of 
the globe does not present another location with similar advan- 
tages, and therefore those works should not be considered as a 
precedent for States less favorably situated, to follow. But un- 
fortunately for Pennsylvania, Indiana and Illinois, they were 
led away by the brilliant success attending those works, and 
they each engaged in a general system of Iuternal Improve- 
ments. The result has been enormous expenditures on 
unprofitable works, State debts, repudiation, and, finally, . 
ruinous taxation. Pennsylvania expended on her State 
system of Internal Improvements more than forty mil- 
lions of dollars. The intrigues of local interest, and sec— 
tions, the selfishness of politicians, and the speculations of con— 
tractors and engineers, caused her works to be Improperly lo— 
cated, ruinously extended and miserably constructed. The 
result was that they were unprofitable and produced no means 
to pay the interest on the money borrowed for their construc— 
tion. The State was first forced into repudiation, and finally to 
adopt a most oppressive system of taxation for the purpose of 
re-establishing her credit. This has caused her people to emi- 
grate and to seekinvestments for their capital in other States. 
It has been estimated by some of her best citizens that at least 
one hundred millions of dollars have been seut out of the State 
for investment, in consequence of the heavy taxes imposed for 
the purpose of paying the interest on herdebt. Large numbers 
of the people emigrated to avoid the payment of taxes, and to 
find homes where they would be less burthened. 

The same results followed the adoption of this system of In- 
ternal Improvements in Indiana and Illinois. 1t would be tedi- 
ous, and weary the House, were we to recount all the schemes 
of corruption, stock-jobbing, speculation and political intrigue 
which attended the rise, progress and final explosion of this 
ruinous system in these States. It will be. sufficient to state 
some of its features and{final results. For the purpose of ob- 
taining support to works of real importance, it was found ne- 
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‘eessary to commence a large number of others to conciliate 
local and sectional interests, and to encourage the aspirations 
of ambitious politicians. All portions of tha State, it was urged 
must be accommodated, and, of course, all the improvements 
required must be commenced at the same time. This caused 
the expenditure of such vast sums that the system exploded 
before the works were completed, Repudiation and taxation 
followed. The works themselves finally passed into the hands 
of the creditors and corporations, at less than one fourth of the 
original cost, and large numbers of their best citizens emigrated 
tothe neighboring States of lowa, Wisconsin, the Territory of 
Minnesota, and not a few to Texas, to avoid oppressive taxation. 
Pennsylvania has offered her public works for less than one- 
sixth part of their original cost, and has not yet been able to 
dispose of them. In Georgia, the Western and Atlantic Rail- 
road, about one hundred and thirty miles in length, built by 
State authority, nas cost, almost five millionsof dollars. It was 
built forthe purpose of opening a communication with the 
Valley of the Mississippi, and although it oceupies an excellent 
position, and is the connecting link between the Internal Im- 
provements of Tennessee, Georgia and South Carolina, it was 
so unskilfully located and badly constructed that it has not been 
a profitable work, while the other Railroads of the State, built 
and managed by corporations, have produced an average profit 
of more than eight per cent on their cost. This State work has 
been offered for sale, buf no party has been found willing te pay 
one half its original cost. As an evidence of the unskilfal man- 
agement, by State authority, of this work, it may be stated that 
a portion of its rolling stock and a large quantity of wood was 
sold, not long since, by the Sheriff to satisfy demands of indi- 
viduals against the road. Wood, costing $3 per cord, was sold 
for ten cents, and other property at about the same rate in pro- 
portion to its value. If Texas were to adopt the “ State plan,” 
she cannot expect to escape the evils and ruinous consequences 
that have attended it in other States. Pennsylvania has sunk 
by this system more than thirty millions of dollars. Indiana 
and Illinois something over fitteen millions dollars each, besides 
the ruinous effects which have resulted from their oppressive 
taxes—driving their capital and population into other States. 

Your committee come no'v to consider, briefly, the “Iron 
policy,” as it has been called, in contradistinctionto the “ State 
plan” and “ Loaning system.” The report of the sub-committee, 
recommending this policy, and bill accompanying it, have been 
printed by order of the House. 
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The various objects provided for in the bill are: Ist. The ap- 
pointment of a Board of Commissioners. 2d. The election of 
a Chief Engineer and three Internal Improvement Commission- 
ers, by the people. 8d. Division of the State into three Inter- 
nal Improvement Districts. 4th. Setting apart all the “money, 
stocks, bonds, notes, or other evidences of debt, or cash on hand, 
now in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated,.and seventy— 
five millions of acres of land,” as a permanent school fund, 
and placing this vast property in the hands of the officers thus 
appointed and elected. 5th. The survey of the public lands. 
6th. Thesale of thesame. ‘th. The reservation of certain por- 
tions of the public domain. 8th. The payments of salaries 
of officers. 9th. The investment of the present two million 
school fund in railroad tron. 10th. The Joan of the iron to 
three mdin trank roads, 11th. In effect, chartering branches 
from main trunk roads. 12th. To improve rivers. Leaving it 
optionary with the Commissioners, äs to what rivers the two 
hundred thousand dollars of the school fund shall be appropri- 
ated. The levying of toils (charges) upon “property, persons 
and boats,” sufficient to pay 6 per cent interest upon the amount 
loaned, after defraying all expenses. No money to be appropri- 
ated to any river unless the Board should know, or be of the 
“opinion,” that tolls sufficient could be collected, to pay the in- 
terest Upon the amount appropriated. This would sureiy be 
hard to determine; and would certainly leave great room for 
the misapplication of that much of the school fund. 

While, therefore, the bill proposed by the sub-committee is 
simply to be entitled an act to increase the present school fund 
and provide for its permanent increase, and secure Investment 
within this State, it will readily be seen that it branches out into 
avast system of Railroad and River improvements, a School 
System, and asystem for our public lands. It also provides for 
the appointment and election of a large number of officers and 
employees, and the payment oftheir salaries. It places in their 
hands all the means now in the Treasury, not otherwise appro- 
priated, and seventy-five millions of acres of the public lands 
to be disposed of, from time to time by them, and the proceeds 
to go into this common fund, Here is an accumulation and 
expansion of powers and duties which your committee venture 
to say was never before in this country, proposed to be placed in 
the hands of a Board of Commissioners, or in those of any 
other set of men. Your committee would proceed to a particu- 
lar examination of the bill and report of the sub-committee, re- 
commending this stupendous combination of systems, were it 
not that they are met at the very threshold of the investigation 
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by a constitutional barrier to the passage of the measure they 
believe to be insuperable. The 23d section of the 7th article 
of the Constitution reads as follows: “ Every law enacted by 
the Legislature, shall embrace but one object, and that shall be 
expressed in the title,” and the closing sentence of the 81st sec- 
tion of the same article, says: “And the State shall not be part 
owner in the stock or property belonging to any corporation.” 
There caunot be a shadow of adoubt that the bill under consid- 
eration purposes a direct and palpable violation of these two 
plain provisions of the Constitution. It préposes that the State 
should purchase and Zoan to Railroad companies a vast amount 
of iron, sufficient ultimately, to cover four thousand miles of 
road, as stated in the repert. The 8th section of the bill pro- 
vides that the Board of Commissioners in the event of non- 
payment of the interest on the iron, may take possession of the 
road, and take up the Iron, &e., &c., Vhis shows and providés 
for the eontinued ownership in the State, of the iron, and is in 
direct conflict with the 3lst section of the Tth article of the 
Constitution. ‘The numerous objects “embraced” and provided 
for in the bill, but not “expressed in the title,” make it a plain. 
and unquestionable violation of the 23d section of the same 
article of the Constitution. ‘The committee will close their ob— 
servations on the report and bill under consideration, by simply 
remarking that they present the outlines of a most stupendous 
combination of systems, which it is quite. impossible to recon— 
cile, either with the constitutional provisions above quoted, or 
with the ordinary rules of prudent legislation. 

The Senate’s bill, referred to your committee, does not pro- 
pose any change in the policy of the State with respect to the 
aid and encouragement heretofore offered to Railroad compa— 
nies, to enable them to carry into effect the purposes contem— 
plated in their charters, bat it is intended to enable them, with~ 
out risk or injury to the State, to overcome the difficulties 
which adverse circumstances have thrown around them, and to 
accomplish the object, the Legislature has had constantly in 
view, which is so to enlist and combine individual energy, en— 
terprise, sagacity and economy, with the aid of the State, wisely 
and properly guarded, as to carry into effect a system of Rail- . 
road improvements, which, while it will avoid tne disadvantages 
of a system which would involve the State in debt and subject 
the people to #urdensome taxation, will afford all the facilities 
of transportation, which our situation as a people, so imperlously 
demands. It may be proper, briefly, to advert to some of the 
causes which, in the opinion of your committee, have hitherto 
delayed and prevented the construction of Railroads - our State, 
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notwithstanding the liberal bonus of tand which has been offered. 
Some years back, when most of our Railroad charters were 
granted, eight sections of jand were pledged to be given for 
every mile of road completed. At that time the Railroad im- 
provements in the Atlantic States had not approaehed the banks 
of the Mississippi, or the borders of the Gulf-of Mexico. A 
Railroad to the Pacific Ocean was not regarded as a practicable 
undertaking, nor had it been ascertained and admitted that this 
great work must pass through Texas.- Our population was much 
more sparse and our products less than now. Our Railroads 
could not connect themselves with any.of the great lines of 
travel extending through and connecting with the vast web of 
Railroads in the States east of the Mississippi; and it was quite 
evident that the freight and passenger travel within our own 
borders would not be sufficiently profitable to justify the invest- 
ment of capital. Our lands were believed to be remote from 
navigable rivers, and the low price of land certificates depreci- 
ated their value in the estimation of capitalists. A grant of six 
sections of land to the mile by the Government of the United 
States, to extensive lines of Railroad in northwestern States, 
leading from Chicago, St. Louis and other large market towns, 
and connecting with the entire system of Railroad improvements 
to the Atlantic cities, drew off, from our State, the attention of 
all persons disposed to engage in such undertakings; therefore 
the hopes and expectations of our chartered companies, and 
citizens generally, were disappointed. At the last session of the 
Legislature, the bonus of land was increased to sixteen sections, 
but unfortunately, about that period the western nations of Eu- 
rope engaged in a most expensive war, andthe demand for money 
became so pressing that no new Railroad enterprise would com- 
mand, fora moment, the attention of capitalists either in the 
United States, London or Paris. So that snother failnre has 
attended the liberal offers made by Texas. But fortunately for 
our noble State, during this period of delay and disappointment, 
the world has not remained idle. Through all the States, bor- 
dering both banks of the Mississippi, Railroads are rapidly con- 
verging towards, and approaching, our eastern boundary. These 
works are connected with, and are in fact a continuation of the 
immense net work of Railroads extending to all the great towns 
and cities on the Atlantic seaboard, North to the Lakes and 
South to the Gulf coast. So that no matter how soon our Rail- 
roads shall be commenced, or how rapidly prosecuted, they will, 
on our eastern border, be connected with the entire system of 
Railroads throughout the Union. Within the last two years the 
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Texas Western Railroad Company has surveyed the entire route 
to the Pacific Ocean on and near the 32d degree of north lati- 
tude, and found it not only practicable for a Railroad, but be- 
yond doubt more favorable than any other line of the same ex- 
tent that has ever been surveyed, if we except the survey made 
by order of the General Government and reported to Congress 
by the Secretary of War, mostly upon the line of 32 degrees, 
but as the eastern boundary was neared gradually approaching 
33 degrees, and continuing near that line to Fulton on Red 
River, there meeting the termination of the Cairo an | Ful on 

the Memphis and Little Rock, and the Mississippi, Ouchita and 
Red River Railroads. Thus it will be seen that the Texas 
Western Road, connecting on the eastern boundary with the 
Vicksburg and Shreveport Road, now being rapidly constructed, 
and the Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Road, beginning at Ful- 


ton, will have a direct connection with all the Railroad improve- 


ments of the Union. After the first 200 miles these two roads 
may unite and continue one common trunk to El Paso. Doubt- 
Jess one or more of the Guif Roads now being constructed will 
soon tap this line, thereby bringing almost the whole interest of 
the State in direct connection with this great leading route. It 
will be recollected that in the last two years Congress has had 
surveyed several routes to the Pacific Ocean, all of which conclu- 
sively prove that the route through Texas, via El Paso, is the 
only truly practicable line for a Railroad to the Pacific. There- 
fore the legislation of Congress, and the common sentiment of 
the whole Union, must concentrate on our line of road already 
chartered. Your Committee would not have been so prolixin 
the consideration -of these questions, apparently foreign to the 
subject ünder consideration, were it net to call the attention of 
the Legislature to the strong reasons for believing that a road 
will be constructed soon through our State to El Paso,—and 
thence to the Pacific, and when so constructed the vast im- 
portance it will be to our local roads, greatly increasing their 
business when once connected, and placing it beyond doubt that 
they will be paying roads, thereby causing a loan from the State 
to be asafe investment; and also to the great increase in the 
value of our public lands, which must take place, as the road 
progresses from east to west. This will surely be the case.— 
Thus, by making the public domain more valuable, you greatly 
increase the prospect of realizing immense means to be added 
to the school fund, and, at the same time, cause the bonus of 
lands granted to local roads to be more available and certain. 
“he besiness of the commercial nations of the world, which 


was shocked and staggered at the commencement of the war, 
has, fortunately, been less disturbed than the least timid had 
imagined possible. Capital, both in this country and Europe, 
is again seeking investment in Railroad undertakings, and 
Texas is rapidly opening to view a Held which cannot remain 
long unoccupied. A change in our system would, in the opin- 
jon of your Committees, prove highly prejudicial. Stability, 
firmness and consistency in onr legislation is absolutely neces- 
sary to success. No change in our policy could be made that 
would not delay progress, and should a new system be adopted, 
and prove unsuccessful, many years may and would be hkely 
to pass without improving our condition. . 

Therefore, moved by the foregoing considerations, and be- 
lieving that a loan of the school fund, with the guards iacorpo- 
rated in the bill, will be asafe investment, and that it will greatly 
aid and encourage our own citizens to engage and persevere in 
works of Internal hnprovements in our own State, your Com- 
mittee have instructed me to report the bill back to the House, 
with the accompanying amendments, and most earnestly recom 
mend its passage. 

The Committee would recommend that this bill, and the other 
two bills already before the House on thesa ne subject, be made 
the special order of the day for Thursday next at 11 o’clock, 
and that 250 copies of the report be printed for the use of the 
the House. 

J. W. THROCKMORTON, Chairman. 

W. B. P. Gaines, Jas. L. Gay, H. W. Runnels, J. J. Dickson, 

_ T. L. Green, Jobn Sayles, Ashbel Smith,.W. A. Tarlton, Jesse 
`H. Parsons, Wm. B. Ochiltree. 


- Mr Sullivan, one of the committee on Internal Improvements 
~ made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Ikoom, } 

January, 15th, 1856. 

To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The undersigned, one of the Committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, respectfully reports: That in connection with the other 
members of the Committee, he has had under consideration the 
bill passed by the Senate, proposing to loan the School Fund to 
Incorporate Railway Companies. Also, the bill introduced 
into this House by the Hon. gentleman trom Bexar, (Mr Mer- 
rick,) as well as the bill hereto annexed. 

The undersigned deems it incumbent on him to say, that 
from the best examination he has been able to bestow on the 
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policy of loaning money to Railway Companies, he finds the 
experience of all the States, without an exception, where it has 
been adopted and fairly tried, to be, that it has not only failed 
to accomplish the object sought, but has resulted in failure, and 
loss to the State loaning. And it is a remarkable fact, that 
all those States which have tried it for any considerable time, 
have not only abandoned it, but have since incorporated a pro- 
vision in their several constitutions, forbidding the Legislature 
from ever adoptingit again. Itis ano less impressive fact, that 
four or five States, without having tried the policy, profiting by 
the experience of other States, have, bya similar constitutional 
adovision, guarded against the danger even of passing through 
the same expensive and tedious ordeal, which has ever had 
but one result, The undersigned is not prepared to adimit that 
it is an inexorable necessity, that Texas should only arrive at 
a correct and sound system of Internal Improvements by pass- 
ing through the same useless and injurious round of experiment, 
which has cost her older sisters such immense treasure and a 
long series of years in performing. Would it not be better to 
profit by their experience and adopt that which correct reason- 
ing and practice proves sound, and turn away from the cast off 
experiments of the past? ‘The contract, in case of a loan by 
the State, is ponirican. It differs essentially from one that the 
Legislature has no right to release, as in the case of a loan from 
an individual toa company. Hence, it is not a groundless fear, 
as has ever been the case heretofore under similar circum- 
stances, that the money thus loaned will never return into the 
Treasury. I bave yet to learn any good reason why Texas 
would be any more fortunate in this respect than other States 
have been; the danger is great, that if the State once adopt 
the policy of loaning money, there will be no end to it until she 
is bankrupt. Let the example be once set, and every part of 
the State will demand what has been accorded to a particular 
section. The fear is, that each section will have it, at all ha- 
zards, The Legislature will be beset withnumberless local pro- 
jects, each armed with a determination to enforce State bounty. 
Sections, if. necessary to success, will combine. In the combi 

nation, the merits of each application wil be merged in the 
more absorbing - question—how much legislative strength can 
each one atray to make up the necessary vote? Any one who 
has witnessed the recklessness of legislative majorities, under 
such influences, where prudence is disregarded—reason unlis- 
tened to, and integrity met with the scoff of rapacity, will at 
once recoil from the project of loaning the Schoul Fund to the 
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various Railroad Companies. It requires but little foresight to 
‘perceive that profitable and unprofitable routes might alike 
gain access to theState bonnty. Suppose that some ofthe most 
profitable would return to the State the amount loaned, others, 
and a large majority, would not. In the best aspect of the case, 
if profit were made, companies would (if the past be a correct 
crietrion,) take it; if losses were sustained, the State would be 
obliged to bear them. Experience teaches that it is as easy to 
effect combinations to postpone the State in the recovery of its 
dues, as it is, to procure the advancement of State aid. Cor- 
porations would not consent to lose their outlay by giving pre- 
ference to the State. They will be as well armed for keeping 
as they were for getting. ‘The same influences and ageneies 
employed to enforce a loan will be brought, strengthened, per- 
haps, by the loan itself into active requisition to withhold its 
payment. Í 

‘Fhe proposition contained in the bill of the Hon. gentleman 
from Bexar, to loan the iron instead of money is, in the opinion 
of the undersigned, much less-objectionable. It would be far 
preferable to the loan of money, for many reasons. Though 
it might, and probably would, in the end be made to operate as 
a gift to the companies, it would be worn ont for the benefit of 
the country. 

Whilst corporations would be disabled from appropriating it 
for any other purposes than those for which it was designed, it 
would give all the essential aid that could, by any possibility, 
be derived from an equal value in’ money; a prodigal direc- 
tory, or those having the management of the road, would thus 
be cut off from the opportunity of perverting the loans or as- 
sistance thus afforded by the State. The full benefit of the aid 
thus extended would be made available to insure the progress 
of improvement. l 

The undersigned takes this occasion to express his objections 
to the loaning policy, in any form. He does so for the reason, 
that the State is net driven to that resort from any existing ne- 
cessity. He would regard it as an entire departure from sound 
and just principles of political economy. Should it prove, in 
any considerable degree, successful in promoting improvements, 
the wants of our people will render the political strength of 
sections reckless, and the barrier of the Constitution against 
resorting to State credit will be broken down. As soon as the 
available means now in the Treasury are exhausted, will the 
constitutional interdict be obliged to, give way. State credit 
will be resorted to, in order to satisfy the demand for new loans 
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and the State will be subjected to the entire control of those 
having the direction of the corporate interests. The conse— 
quences of this will be, a prostrated State credit—defanlting 
corporations, and State suspension, or guasi repudiation ; these 
results will be sure to follow the initiative, of the loaning po- 
licy, if much progress is made under it. Common prudence 
calls on us not oniy to hesitate, but to abjure a policy that, 
wherever thoroughly tricd, has been uniformly attended by 
financial disaster to the State. 

The bill kereto annexed, is offered and recommended by the 
undersigned as a substitute for the loaning policy. Its pro- 
visions are best explained on the face of the bill. It contem- 
plates the commencement of a general system of improvements 
by the State : it proposes to commence at once, with the money 
now on hand. It seeks to equalize, as nearly as possible, the 
advantages to all. Whilst it seeks to avoid the building of any 
Railway, excepting such as is indicated by the most positive 
necessity: it proposes to commence the improvement of our 
Rivers also. 

Whilst it proposes the use of the common means and pro- 
perty of the State for the equal- benefit of different sections, it 
establishes a system by which those means are to be carefully 
husbanded and made available. In addition to this, it proposes ` 
the organization of an intelligent and safe Interna: Improve. 
ment Board. lt provides the means of letting contracts, in 
order to secure the greatest economy in expenditure. It pro- 
vides a mode for sectionizing and disposing of the public do- 
main, in such a manner, as it is believed, will prove just to the 
holders of certificates ;—advantageous to pre-emptionists, and 
at the same time produce revenue to the State. In short, it 
proposes to commence the establishment of a system of im— 
provements by the State, for the benefit of the whole people of 
the State. The undersigned is fully of the opinion, that unless 
the essential features of this bill are adopted, Texas cannot, at 
present, make any eflicient progress in her improvements. The 
State is too large, the proposed Railways too long, and the po- 
pulation tco sparse, to admit of her maklng any considerable 
progress without the employment of the most pcwerful agency 
that can be invoked—the State itself. It is thelangnage of De 
Witt Clinton, that “If weregard despatch in prosecuting works 
of improvement, no agency can be compared with that of the 
State: for under a State System, prudently devised and firmly 
acted on, every element of power in the State rallies to its sup- 
port. The present population and the property owned by our 
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citizens, the emigrant, and the property he brings with him ; 
the property of tie non-resident; the increase of taxable pro- 
perty created by the improvements ; the enhanced value of the 
public domain; the revenues derived from the works them- 
selves ;—in short, every thing, connected with the interests of 
the State, cones to the aid of such a system, and contributes 
the mite, not felt as an exaction, to the means necessary for itg 
acconiplishment,” By the provisions of this bill, we would be 
able with the cash now on hand, to lay down near two hundred 
and fifty miles of Railroad in the next two years, and in addi- 
tion, make a fair commencement in the improvement of our 
navigable Rivers. We conld thus be ensured that amount of 
improvement in this short time. During that time, we should 
be enabled to mature a plan fora more vigorous continuance, 
if we succeed in making improvements economically, as can 
always be done with a good system and with ready money; the 
people will rally with alacrity, to the support of any just plan, 
to continne and secure its extension. Let us establish the proof 
of onr ability, by experiment on a small scale asis proposed by 
this bill, and the work will have been more than half accom- 
plished. What our State requires is, the immediate progress of 
Internal Improvements. Can any one doubt that we can have 
this immediate progress with the amount of cash now in the 
Treasury? Can any one believe that the corporations now cre- 
ated will be able to Jay down two hundred and tifty miles of 
Railway in the next two years? The calculation would be pre- 
posterons, To build and equip the roads, will cost say sixteen 
thousand dollars to the mile. With a prospective mortgage on 
them, for six thousand dollars te the mile,-as coutemplated by 
the Loan bill passed by the Senate, it will be utterly impossible 
te raise the balance of the required capital, $10,000, to each 
mile. ‘The most that would be possible for corporations, or joint 
stock companies to do; would be to equip the roads and run 
them in the manner proposed in the bill herewith submitted ; 
this would require all the capital that could be raised on the 

line of the roads; any calculation that presumes more, as to 
the ability of our citizens, the undersigned believes would prove 

fallacious. One of the objections to the State plan, as recom- 

mended by his Excellency the Governor, has been mainly 

founded in the idea, that considerable time would elapse before 

the work could be commenced. It mustbe acknowledged that 

this objection has great force; the necessities of the country 

require something immediate, something efficient that will make 

an immediate commencement; the bill annexed seeks to obviate 
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the objection of delay. Another and a very gencral objection 
against that plan, has grown out of a misapprehension :—one 
of the most common arguments urged against the State planis 
that it has been adopted in other States and has failed. Illinois, 
Michigan, Indiana, and Pennsylvania, are generally named as 
examples. The undersigned is confident, however, that the 
above objection has never been seriously urged against the 
State plan, now proposed for Texas, by any one who has pro- 
perly investigated that plan, and also the plans which the States 
above named have tried. The plan known as the State plan of 
Texas, differs as widely from them in all its essential attributes, 
| a8 it is possible for one thing to differ from another, relating to 
| the same subject matter. The plan proposed for Texas differs 
|. from the plans of those other States as widely as her situation 
| and resources differ from theirs, in their infancy.. Texas is the 
| only State that ever had an empire, in extent, of land at her 
| disposition, abounding most profusely in all the elements of 
wealth, upon which to predicate, and by means of which to con- 


summate a system of Internal Improvements, for the fullest 

development of her resources, and the production of the highest 

state of social, agricultural, and commercial prosperity within 

her borders. Do facts, in the history of those States‘alluded to, 

sustain gentlemen in their opposition to the constriction of 
| works by the State? Pennsylvania is relied upon as the strongest 
| example by the opponents. Although the system of Pennsyl- 
| vania and the oné*now proposed for Texas, are alike only in 
| the single feature, that in each, the State is the proprietor of 
| the works. Let us now see if Pennsylvania has derived disas- 
| ter only from her policy, as is so strenuously insisted upon ?— 
i We think not. The following is the language of Professor De 
| Bow on that subject, and it is quoted with the utmost confi- 
| dence, because it emanates from one who is confessedly the 
| most accurate statician and political economist of the day :— 
| “Pennsylvania, it was thought, had bankrupted herself by her 
| enormous debt, contracted for Internal Improvements. Her 
i 
| 


public works? Has she not redeemed her honor, and do not 
| these works already enable her to maintain her engagements 
| promptly?” In addition, it will be found by reference to the 
| United States census for 1852, that the taxable property of 
| Pennsylvania amounted to the enormous sum of $729,140,000 ; 


it will be found also, by reference to the same authority, that 
In 
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“ althcugh her debt amounted to $41,524,000, yet her State t 
was only 21 cents on the $100.” It will be found by refer 
to the same authority, that the State tax of Mississippi wAs 34. 
cents on the $10U—of Maine, 31 cents on the $100—and of 
Florida, 24 cents on the $100. Now, let it be recollected that 
neither of these last named States are burthened by any State 
system of improvements. k 

lt is believed no further argument is necessary, to show that 
the great stress with which the example of Pennsylvania has 
been insisted on, as an argument against the State embarking 
in the construction of her improvements, is without geod foun- 
dation. While all admit thatthe public works of Pennsylvania 
have been prodigally managed, and that the system she has 
adopted is not such as sound political economy and wise states- 


manship sanction, yet it is believed nothing is hazarded by the ' 


assertion that the public works of that State have added hun— 
dreds of millions of dollars to the value of her taxable property 
in the hands of her citizens; to say nothing of the great social, 
commercial and agricultural advantages these works have af- 
forded her people. New York is the only State where the prin- 
cipal features of the State plan proposed for Texas have been 
reduced to practice. That State, with no great public domain 
upon which to rely for the ultimate payment of the cost of her 
canals, under the far seeing policy of Clinton, boldly embarked 
in the then boldest enterprise of the age. ‘Thesame great prin- 
ciples were then first proposed to the people of New York, that 
are now pruposed for Texas, The same objections were then 
made that we now hear made against them, after the experi- 
ence of their successful operation through all the vicissitudes 
of a thirty years’ trial. I will name one incident ;—when 
Clinton was advocating the construction of the Erie Canal, in 
the New York Legislature, a member asked, enquiringly, where 
the water was to come from to fill up this great ditch? ‘ You 
need give yourself no uneasiness,” said another member, “the 
teats of the people will fill it.” Notwithstanding the preju- 
dices of the people were arrayed against the policy of one of 
the greatest men America has produced, it was fortunate for the 
future interests of that great State that it was finally adopted 
by her. The greatness of that State; her immense advance in 
wealth and population; her towns, her farms, and above all, 
her magnificent metropolis, the grand commercial emporium of 
this continent, are all but the monuments to the splendid states- 
manship—the far seeing policy of her De Witt Clinton. By 
the application of the same principles to Texas, it is believed 
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to be within her power to complete a system of Internal Im- 
provements which will place her beyend competition—by only 
a prudent use of the meansat her disposal, she can do this, and 
enhance the value of the remaining public domain millions of 
dollars, and increase the value of her taxable property to a much 
larger amount. This Texas can do; and be the sole proprietor 
of her public works, to be used for all time to come for the 
benefit of her citizens at large, and not for the profit of the few 
at the expense of the many. It may be urged that the bill 
comes in at too late a period of the session to receive that ma- 
ture deliberation which a measure of its importance deserves— 
that the wants of the country are too imperative to delay action 
for the necessary consideration of any new plan. 1 wonld 
answer, that it would be far better that we should not act at all 
than to act unwisely. To adopt hastily any plan or system that 
shall be fraught with future political evil, which might require 
years to extricate the State from, would be infinitely worse than . 
present inaction. If we cannot do that which is prudent, and 
will be beneficial, without a reasonable doubt, let us at least 
forbear to do that, the evil results of which we may not be able 
$o repair. 

In presenting the atcompanying bill, he will only claim for 
it that degree of careful attention which he has endeavored to 
bestow on the subject of which it treats. 

All of’ which is most respectfully submitted. 

l J. S. SULLIVAN, 
One of the Committee on Internal Improvements™ 

Mr Throckmorton moved that 250 copies each of said reports 
be printed. 

Mr Sullivan moved that 500 copies each be printed—lost. 

Two hundred and fifty copies each, were then ordered to be 
printed: 

Mr Throckmorton moved that said reports and accompany— 
ing bills be made the special order of the day íor 11 o’clock, 
A. M.on Thursday next. 

Mr Gaines moved that they be made the special order of the 
day for 11 o’clock, A. M., on Thursday week. 

Mr Moore moved that said motion be laid on the table—lost. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of a bill (originating in the Senate) to legalize the 
official acts ‘of John H. Smither as clerk of the District Court of 
Bowie county. 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the amendment of the 
House, to a bill for the reliefof the Galveston and Red River 
Railway company, and supplementary to the several acts incor- 
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porating said, company; and to a bill for the relief of Jacob B, 
Harrell, sheriff of Williamson county. 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the Ist. and refused to 
concur ia the 2nd amendment of the House to a bill to incorpor- 
ate the city of Marshall. 

On motion, the [Touse adjourned until to morrow 10 o’clock, 
A.M. 

Pending—motion to make the special order of the day for 11 
o’clock, A. M., on Thursday week, reports and accompanying 


bills from the majority and minority of the committee on Intern- 
al Improvements. 


Houss or REPRESENTATIVES, | 
Austin, January 19th, 1856. | 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quoruni 
present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

A message was received fromthe Governor, through his pri- 
vate secretary. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr Cleveland of Bexar, presented the petition of the heirs of 
John Jones, deceased, tor land; referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims, No, 1. l 

Mr Throckmorton presented the petition of Jacob Naugle, 
and eighty others, asking for a law to prevent hogs ranning at 
large, upon certain conditions—referred to the committee on 
State affairs. 

Mr Ochiltree presented the petition of Alex, Davis and others, 
for the purpose of appropriating from the Treasury of the State, 
monies for the purpose of removing the obstructions and render- 
ing navigable, the three rivers: Sabine, Angelina and Neches. 

Mr White presented the petition of William Carleton for relief 
—referred to the committee on Publie Debt. 

Mr West presented the petition of Benjamin Lawrence for 
relief—referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr Ochiltree presented the petition of E. W. Cave for com- 
pensation for printing done for the State—referred to the comi- 
mittee on Printing. 

On motion of Mr Smith of Harrison, Mr Tarlton was ex- 
cused from attendance on the House, on account of sickness. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, rule suspended and Senate’s resolu— 
tion to adjourn, taken up. 

Mr Parsons moved a call of the House—call ordered. 


On motion of Mr Throckmorton, Mr Crosby was excused from 
attendance on the House, of account of sickness. 
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On motion of Mr Charlton, call susper ded, 
Mr Charlton mored to make the resolution the special order 


of the day, for Monday week next, at 11 o’clock, A. M.—lost 


Mr Taylor moved to make it the special order for Wednesday 
next, 

Mr Poag moved to postpone the resolution until the 4th day 
of February. 

On motion of Mr Locke, Mr Poag’s motion laid on the table. 

The question being upon Mr Taylor’s motion te make the 
resolution the. special ‘order of the day, for Wednesday next, at 
11 o’clock, A. M., was put and carried, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 

of the passage of the following bills, originating in the House, 
without amendments: 

A bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate Jobn 3L Gibson 
Lodze,.No. 13, of the I. O. of O. F. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Texana. 

A bull to be entitled, an act for the relief of R. A. Powdrell. 

A bill to change the name of Susan P. Cannon, to Susan P. 
Cook. 

A bill to be entitled, an act forthe relief of Collin McKinney. 

Also, the following bills, originating in the House, with 
amendments: 

A bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate the Henderson Fe— 
male College. 

Anact to incorporate Walker Lodge, No. 19 of I. O. of O.F. 

Also, the following bills, ouiginating in the Senate: 

A bill for the relef of Commodore E. W. Moore. 

A bill directing the payment of certain Public Debt certifi- 

cates therein named. 

A joint resolution appropriating $5,548 70, to meet certain ex- 
penditures made for the Penitentiary, . 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis Mayher. 

A bill for the relief of Johu A. Wells. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Samuel O. Stockbridge, 
deceased. 

A bill to authorize John C. Petigrew and Margaret Petigrew, 
to adopt and name a certain child. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas J. Rusk and James H, Starr. 

A bill for the relief of James Reson, 

A bill for the relief of Willian. Watson, deceased. 

On motion of Mr Ochiltree, rule suspended, and Senate bill 
for the relief of Conando E W. Moore, taken up, read first 
time, rule further suspended, read second time, and referred to 
the committee on Public Debt. 
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On motion of Mi°Ochiltree, rule snspended, and Senate’s bil} 
directing the payment of certain Public Debt certificates there 
in named, was taken up, read first time, rule further suspended, 
read second time, and referred to the committee on Publie 
Debt. > 

On motion, mle suspended, and Senate’s bill confirming cer- 
tain headright grants, on the boundary line of Austin colony 
and Robertson’s colony, was taken up, read and passed to a third 
reading, rule suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

On motion, rule snspended, and a bill entitled, an act to in~ 
corporate the town of Moscow taken up, read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed, rule further suspended, read third time 
and passed. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr Ardrey, chairman of the special committee, appointed for 
the purpose of enquiring into the frauds which have been com- 
mitted upon the Adjutant General’s Office, &c., made the follow- 
ing report, together ‘vith a bill, and recommended its passage. 
Bill read first time, (500 copies of the report, and 200 copies of 
the bill ordered to be printed.) 

CommitrEen Room, 
Austin Crry, Jan. 8th, 1856. 
Tothe Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The special Committee appointed for the purpose of enquir 
ing into the frands that have been committed upon the Adju- 
tant General’s Office, by obtaining the illegal issue of a great 
‘number of Donation and Bounty Warrants from that officer, by 
means o: false and forged testimony, as to the rendition of 
services, inthe army of the late Republic of Texas, and by 
false and forged assignments, presented to the Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s Office, by persons claiming tohave purchased from those 
who appear to be entitled to said Warrants from the various 
muster rolls in that office, and into the circumstances of the 
destruction of the Archives ot said office to whom has been 
referred the resolution of the House “to enquire into the ex 
pediency of passing a General Law, by which persons entitled 
to donation and bounty warrants, which have not been Issued, 
or issued upon forged assignments to pretended assignees, may 
be enabled to ohtain the proposed relief, and into the expedi- 
ency of passing a General Law, by which holders of genuine 
bounty warrants may be enabled to procure patents thereon,” 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed 
me to make the following report, and to present the accompa- 
nying bill to the House, and recommend its passage. - 
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Your Committee have examined diligently into the subjec 


| matters embraced in said resolution, and find that by the Ac 

| of April 27, 1846, entitled an Act to provide for the closing 
| the business of the late War and Marine Department, all the 
| books, papers, archives, and records belonging to the late 
| Department of War and Marine, was transferred to the Office 
| of Adjutant General, who, by the Act was required to take 
| possession of the same. The Act also provided that the Ad- 
| jutant General, or person discharging the duties of Adjutant 
| General, should issue all bounty and donatien warrants for land, 
| to the persons entitled to the same, or his or her attorney or 
| agent, and to settle all the outstanding business connected with 
| thelate War and Marine Department, as hereafter required by 
+ law, of the Secretary of said Department, and in accordanee 


E with the laws heretofore in existence in relation to the issuance 
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| of Land Warrants, of any description whatever. 


By this Act was devolved upon the Adjutant General the duty 


| of issuing all bounty and donation land warrants in accord- 
| ance with the laws heretofore in existence in relation to issuing 
| land warrants of any description, under the Act of 12th 
| June, 1837, entitled an Act supplementary to an Act to estab- 
| lish a General Land Office for the Republic of Texas, passed 
| 22nd Dec., 1836, by the 12th Section, it was provided that the 
| Secretary of War should from the passage ofthe Act, issue to 
| all persons entitled to bounty land for military services in the 
| Republic, certificates for the same, and also required him to 
| keep a record in his office, of all such certificates so issued by 
| him, upon the applicant having an honorable discharge, signed 
| by the commanding offices of the Company to which he was 
| attached, and countersigned with certificates, of at least one 
| field officer or commandant of a post. 


By a joint resolution of November 24, 1836, explaining the 


| different Acts, in relation to the service of volunteers, and ex- 
| tending the Act, relative to bounty lands, it was provided that 
i the provisions of the ordinances granting lands to volunteers, 


from the United States and elsewhere, should be so construed 


Í as to extend to all who had rendered service as volunteers in 
|} the army of the Republic of Texas, and that all volunteers who 
‘| entered the service of the Republic of Texas, since the first day 
‘fof July 1836, should be entitled to the same pay and bounty 
4 of land, as those who enlisted in the service prior to that time 


On the 4th December, 1837, the Congress passed an Act, 


d entitled an Act, amendatory of the several Acts and ordinances 


granting bounty lands, by which it was declared that much 
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difficulty existed in reconciling the various conflicting laws, 
granting bounty lands to the soldiers and officers who served 
in the army, and that the allowance did not bear an equal 
portion in many cases to the service rendered, and to provide a 
remedy therefor, it was declared that the laws thenin existence 
granting bounty lands to those who had served in the army, 
should be so amended as to give those who had served three 
months, 320 acres, six months, G40 acres, nine months, 960 
acres, and twelve months or upwards, 1280 acres, and the Sec- 
retary of War was requested to issue warrants for the same, 
according to that law. ‘ 

These several Acts wereintended to embrace all persons who 
had served in the army of Texas under the several decrees and 
ordinanees of the Provisional Government, from 24th Novem- 
ber, 1835, and for the mounted riflemen engaged in the ranging 
service on the frontier, by virtue of the Act of Congress, on 
the 10th December, [836, and for those engaged in the corps of 
mounted gunmen for the protection of the Northern frontier, by 
virtue of the Act of Congress, of 12th June, 1837. Afterwards 
onthe 21st December, 1837, the Congress passed an Act, do- 
nating six hundred and forty acres of land to those who were 
in the battle of San Jacinto, and other battles, under this last 
Act, to entitle the claimant to donation warrants, he was re- 
quested to produce to the Secretary of War a certificate signed 
by the commandent of the Company, to which he was attached, 
and countersignea by at least one field officer, accompanied by 
the affidavit of the person claiming the donation, that his claim ` 
was just, true and original, and tuat he had never presented a 
claim of like nature for liquidation. 

By the laws organizing the army of the Republic of Texas, 
it was made the duty of the commanding officer to make out 
camplete muster rolls of each Captain’s Company under his 
command, stating the time of enlistment and discharge of each 
officer and private belonging to said company, and to return 
the same to the office of Secretary oi War, which was then de- 
posited by, him as an archive of the war office. Your com- 
mittee from reliable information find this was generally done, 
and that there had accumulated in that department authentic 
muster rolls for all the military services done for the Republice 
of Texas, which served as a record in that office, by which he 
was enabled to ascertain all the persons who were entitled to 
bounty and donation warrants, under the several laws and or- 
dinances which have been referred to. 

By means of these muster rolls and the record of warrants 
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| that were required to be kept in this office, and the testimony 
| which the applicant was required to produce to that office, in 
the shape ot a discharge, signed by the officer in command of 
the Company, and countersigned by at least one field officer ; it 
| would appear that there was not much chance tocommit a fraud 
upon that department, and that the laws granting bounty and 
donation warrants had sufficient gnards and checks to enable a 
prudent and discreet officer to detect any person whatever, who 
should by false means attempt to procure the wrongful issue 
| of a certifieate for bounty or donation lands, to which he had 
| no proper right. 
Such continued to be the law, with respect to persons whe 
| were by existing laws entitled to bounty and donation land 
| warrants, and the tribunal to which they could apply to obtain 
he quantity of land that they were entitled to, and the proof’ 
E which they were required to make to establish their right to 
ithe same. These muster rolls were only intended to serve the 
government, te enable it to know to whom it was bound, and to 
| protect itself and its citizens from imposition, and not to become 
public property, to which every one could refer for the estab- 
Hishment of his claims. This law has existed and been in 
practical effect, from 1837, until 1854, and your committee are 
not aware of its ever having operated hard in its operation te 
exclude any soldier who was really and bona fide entitled to 
any land of the Government, from obtaining it. 
| But upon further enquiry however, into the laws regulating 
ithis matter, we find that the Legislature have passed some laws 
upon the subject of bounty and donation warrants that have 
broken down those guards and checks which we have specified, 
and which had provided the Adjutant General with aids by 
which to ascertain with certainty, those persons who were en~ 
Kitled to the bounty and donation lands, under the various Acts 
which have been passed for that meritorious class of persons, 
and also to protect them from the knavery and imposition of 
dishonest persons who should attempt to personate them, and to 
pbtain by improper means, their land, and to subject them to 
hardships and inconvenience to obtain their rights. 
| The law passed on 2lst January, 1854, changed the rule of 
vidence upon which the Adjutant General was required to act, 
knd by its provisions destroyed those wholsome checks by which 
the identity and certainty of the person properly entitled to 
bounty and donation lands would be fixed by the previous law. 
Your committee believe that the passage of tha‘ law, and by 
keans of a defect in the first section of the Art. regulating fees 
7 lo 
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to be charged by the Secretary of State, Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, Comptroller, Treasurer, and Adjutant 
General, by which it was made the duty of those officers to 
furnish any person who may apply for the same, with a copy 
of any paper, document or record, in their respective offices, 
that all the late frands have been committed’ upon that office. 
By means of this latter law, dishonest persons have been 
able to obtain from that office, copies of all the muster rolls 
deposited there, which has enabled them to obtain information 
and knowledge of the names of the persons who were soldiers 
entitled to buunty lands, and the officers and commanders, and 
those who had obtained their certificates, and those who had 
not obtained them. Thus from the vague and uncertain testi- 
mony required by the Act of 1854, to be presented to the Ad- 
jutant General, they have had no difficulty in manufacturing 
false and forged certificates to conform to its provisions by 
which they have obtained a large amount of bounty and dona- 
tion warrants to be issued, contrary to law, and which they have 
sold and distributed ont to the citizens of the country at large 
rices, who are wholly innocent and unsuspecting of the want 
of validity of said certificates. Also by means .of false and 
forged transfers purporting to have been made by the original 
parties whom they round had not obtained their bounty and 
donation lands, they have caused the said certificates to be 
- issued to themselves as assignees, to facilitate them the moré 
readily to impose upon the confidence and ignorance of those 
who were not privy to the frauds. l | 
‘From the investigations and enquiries which your committee § 
have been enabled to make, into the facts and circumstances off 
the late frauds upon that office, they are convinced and satisfied J 
that there has beet! a regularly organized clan or combination off 
individuals, who have, by false and fraudulent means, obtained § 
from the Adjutant General’s office, copies of all the muster, f 
rolls deposited in that office, which enabled them to know the 
names of those soldiers and officers who served in the army, 
and were entitled under the law, to donation and bounty war-f 
rants. With this information of the contents of the Archiives§ 
of the Adjutant General’s office, they have been engaged inf 
making false and forged discharges, falsely signed and counter-§ 
signed, the signature of the General and subordinate officers, 
and also by means of the misconstruction of the law, by thef 
practice of the office in issuing the certificates to persons who 
claimed to be owners thereof by assignment in the name of th 
assignee where authentic transfers have been presented, we arg 
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convinced that many forged transfers and powers of attorney 
have been nsed with which they have imposed upon the officer, 
and obtained therefor a large amount of certificates in the 
names of persons who have long since been dead, or who have 
left the country, or who were ignorant of the provisions of the 
bounty laws in their behalf; under the law of 1854, all that was 
necessary for them was, to procure those false and forged dis- 
charges or affidavits, together with powers of attorneys or trans- 
fers, purporting to be anthenticated before a Notary Public or 
Clerk of a County Court, that the party, or the subscribing 
witness-appeared before him and acknowledged, or made oath 
of the execution of the same. -Your committee have further 
enquired into the amount of frauds that have been committed by 
these means, and ‘the principal parties that have been concerned 
in their perpetration, and from evidence adduced before them, 
they have becn able to discover some of the parties who have 
been concerned in setting Ore fo the Archives ofthe Adjutant 
General’s office, and their destruction, and that the object and 
purposes of the parties were to destroy the evidence of their 
villiany, and to prevent enquiry and‘investigation by the judicial 
tribunals, for their prosecution, conviction and punishment 

Your committee deems it expedient to recommend some 
other and further laws be passed on the subject,so as ta 
enable persons who are entitled to genuine bounty or donation 
warratns to obtain their issuance or patents upon the same, In 
addition to those general laws to which they have referred, by 
which they can be furnishea, with a proper tribunal, with the 
proper proof to be furnished, to obtain thein, and tor those which 
have already been issued by the laws prescribing the duty of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and regulating 
surveys, by which they can have an ample remedy. 

Your committee also deem it praper to recominend some mod- 
ification of thelaw, concerning the Adjutant General’s Odice, 
to which the law of the 31st January, 1554, entitled an ast to 


provide for the issuance of bounty aud donation waran s to 


persons entitled to the same, and that of the first section of the 
act of 20th March, L848, entitled an act regulating fees 10 be 
charyed by th Secretary of State, commissioner of the Gane- 
ral Land Office, Comptroller, Treasurer and Adjutant General, 
and the law creating the office of Adjutant General, proposed 
27th April, 1846. 

Your committee have further investigated the law upon the 


subject of issuing certificates for bounty and donation land war- 


1@1ts to assignees, and they cannot find any axthority conferred 
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either npon the Secretary of War, or the Adjutant General al~ 
lowing such acts, or to adopt such rules of office in.regard to the 
issuance of certtfieates of that class in that form, and that alt _ 
certificates which have been issued to assignees, have been con— . 
trary to law, and that they are wholly invalid and void, so far 
as to transfer the right of property from the original claimant 
and seek to vest it in the assignee. ` 

Your committee therefore have instructed me ~to report back 
the accompanying bill and recommend its passage. 

Allef which is respectfully submitted, 

J. M. ARDREY, Cha'r nan. 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
No. 1, made the following reports: . 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1, to whom was 
referred the petition of P. W. Hobbs, have had the same under 
consideration. 

The committee have instructed me to report back to the 
House the accompanying bill, and recommend its passage—bil} 
read first time. 

Also, reported a bill to be entitled, an act for the relief -of 
Schuyler B. Skidmore, and recormmended its passage—bill read 
first ime. 

Mr Shaw, ehairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
No. 1, to whom was referred the petition of Catharine Dodson, 
reported the same back to the House, and asked to be discharg- 
ed from its further consideration, as there is already alaw which 
provides for her case; also reported back to the House, and 
asked to be discharged from its further consideration, the petition 
ot Naney Walker; also made the following report : 

‘be committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1, to whom wag 
referred the petition ef Mary G. Woodard, and accompanying 
documents, have had the same under consideration, Petitioner 
states that in running the line between Texas and the United 
States, she was cut off from Texas and placed in Arkansas. 

The committee do not know of any law by which they would 
be authorized or warranted In recommending the praver of the 
petitioner. The committee have instrueted me to report back 
to the House, and beg tobe discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the subject. B 

On motion of Mr Owings, rule suspended, a Senate biil to 
create the county of Cibolo, taken up, and read first time, rule 
suspended, read second time by caption, and referred to the 
committee on Counties and County Boundaries.” i : 

Mr Busby, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Mar 
rion Woodard, read first time, rule suspended, read seeond time 
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by caption, and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims, No. f. 

On motion of Mr Darden of Gonzales, rnle suspended, and 
a bill to authorize John H. White, a minor, to take charge of 
the estate, and transact business, as though he was twenty-one 
years of age, taken up, read third time and passed, (the yeas and 
nays being demanded,) by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Brown, 
Charlton, Dalrymple, Darden of ©., Darden of G., Davis, Den- 
nis, Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, 
Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., 
MeClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, 
Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, 
Richardson, Selman, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stout, 
Taylor, Throckmorton, Truehart, Waelder, West and Williams 
of L.—As8. ia 

Nays—Messrs. Busby, Daacy, Dickson, Ector, Gaines, 
Green, Ochiltree, Runnels, Rushing, Shaw, Smith of Harris, 
Sullivan, Williams of San Augustine, Witt, and Worsham 
— 15. l 

On motion Mr Throckmorton, the House - proceeded to take 
up Senate bills to create counties. 

By leave, Mr Askew one of the committee on State affairs, 
reported a bill to incorporate the town of Tyler in Smithcounty ; 
read first time, rule suspended, read 2d time by caption—rnile 
further suspended, read 3d time and passed, 

A Senate bill to create the county of Comanchee with amend- 
ments from the committee on county boundaries, taken up and 
amendments concurred in, and bill passed to a 3d reading; 
rule suspended, read 3d time and vassed. 

Mr Worsham, (by ieave) introduced a bill to incorporate the 
town of Montgomery ; read first time, rule further suspended, 
read 2d time, and referred to the committee on State affairs. 

A Senate bill to create the county of Erath; passed to a 
third reading—rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

A Senate bill to create the county of Wise, taken up. 


Mr Dickson offered the following amendment: Strike ont 


« Wise” and insert ‘ Dyer,” in honor of General John H. Dyer 
of the army of the late Republic of Texas. 

Mr Smith of Harris, offered the following amendment -to 
the amendment: Amend by striking out “ Wise,” and inserting 
Pierce.” l 
- Mr Throckmorton moved to lay the amendments on the table 

A division of the questiou being called for, and the yeas and 
nays demanded, the amendment to the amendment was laid on 
fable by the following vote: 
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of Colorado, Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Dongherty, Ector, Ellison, 
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Yuas.—Messrs. Bell, Bonner, Brown, Busby, Charlton, 
Cleveland of B., Celeveland of L. Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden, 
Francis, Gaines, Green, Hale, Hooker, ‘King, ‘Latham, Martin 
of H., Martin of L. 4 McMillin, Melton, ‘Merrick, Moore, Nickels, 
Norton, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Pettus, Pollock, 
Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, Selman, Smith of o, Smith 
of Newton, Stout, Sullivan, Throcknorton, Trnehart, White, 
Williaus of L., Williams of San Augustine, Witt, Worsham, 
—õi. 

Nayrs.—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Askew, Crabb, J e 
Kittrell, Lawhon, Locke, McClanahan, McCown, Ochiltree, 
Parsons, Rashing, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of H’s, Taylor, Tomp- 
kins, Waelder, West, 20), 

Question then being on laying the amendment on the table, 
the same was put, and carried. 

Mr Rushing nioved to amend the bill by striking out * Wise,” 
and inserting u Buchanan.” 

Mr Pettus moved the previous question, which motion being 
duly seconded, the main question was ordered. 

The main queston being the passage ofthe bill to a 3d read- 
ing, the same was then put, aud the bill passed to a 3d reading, 

The bill was then read 3d time and passed, (the yeas and nays 
being demanded) by the fellowing vote: 

Yras.— Messrs. Speaker, a Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of E Dal rymple, Dan- 
cy, Davis, Dennis, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, 
Green, Hale, Hooker, Juv iker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, 
Locke, Martin of IH., Martin of L., McClanahan, Slelton, 
Merrick, Middleton, Nickels, Owings, Parker of À. Parker of 
T., Patsons, Pettus, Poag, Pol lock, Randolph, Richardson, 
Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith of A’s, Smith 
of Hn, Smith of Xe, Stont, Sullivan, Taylor, Throckmorton, 
‘Tompkins, Truebart, Waelder, White, Williams of L. Williams 
of San Anynstine, Wit, —ő62. 

N avs.— Messrs, Busby, Dickson, Moore, Ochiltree, West, 
Worsham, —6. 

The committee on Enrolled bills , reported correctly enrolled, 
and this day presented to the Governor for his approvai the 
following bills: 

A. bill to create the 15th Judicial District, and provide for the 
election of a Judge, and District Attorney thereof, and define 
the time of holding ‘gourts therein, 

A bill to define the 7th Judicial District, and the time of 
holding courts in the same. 
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A bill for the relief of the heirs and assignees of Thomas 
“Williams, oak 

A bill to incorporate the Brazoria-county Insurance company. 

A bill for the relief of certain sheriffs therein named. 

A bill te establish and incorperate a Literary [ustitution unde 
the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas annual Con- 
ference, Jocated-at or near the towa of Gilmer in Upshur county. 

‘A bill for the relief of E. M. Thomason, Wm. W. Byers, 
Richard T. Barnett, and John ©. Clark. 

A bill to incorpoate the town af Linden in Cass county. 

A bill sapplementary to an act entitled an act to incorporate 
the town of Lagrange, in the county of Fayette. 

A bil for the rehef of Benjamin F. Benton. 

A Senate bill to create the county of Attascosa, was then taken 
‘ap, and passed to a 3d reading; rule suspended, read 3d time 
and passed, 

The rule was then suspended, on motion of Mr McCown, 
and the House proceeded -to take up House bills to create 
counties. 

A bill to create the county Live Oak; ordered to be engrossed, 
rule suspended, read 8d time and passed. 

A bil to.define the limits of Bexar county; read 2d time and 
daid on the table. 

A bill to create the county of Bandera; read 2d time and 
recommitted to the committee on county and county boundaries, 
with instructions to amend the same in such manner as to have 
a sufficient territory for a new county of constitutional limits 
between the proposed new county and Comal county on the 
East, Gillespia-county on the North, and Bexar county on the 
‘South. 

Mr Moore moved te adjourn until 3 o’clock P. M —lost. 

A bill to create the county of Kerr; read 2d time and recom- 
mitted to the committee on counties and county boundaries, 
with instructions to amend the same in such manner as that 
mo part of Comal county, may form a portion of the new county 
of Kerr, and that the limits of said Kerr county be extended 
westavaidiy a sufficient distance to contain the constitutional 
number of square miles, and that the committee be further in- 
structed to insert a clause or section in the bill, learing the se- 
lection-of the county seat to the inhabitants of the proposed new 
county, 

A bill to create the county of Llano; read 2d time. 

Mr Dalrymple offered the following amendment: 

Strike out all of that portion of section ———, restricting the 
Jocation of the county seat within five miles of the centre of the 
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county, and amend by saying “and the county seat sill be 
‘located by a majorty vote of the people;” On motion cf. Mr 
West, laid on the table. l 

Mr Daney moved toamend by striking out “ LI” in the name 
and insert “ Y.” 

Mr Owings moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
& Llano,” and inserting “ Alamo.” 

On motion of Mr Waelder, amendments laid on the table. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, 
read 3d time and passed: 

A bill to create the county of San Saba: read 2d time. 

Mr Waelder offered the following amendment: Strike out 
all that portion of section— à restricting the Jocation of the 
county seat within five miles of the centre of the county, and 
insert; “The connty seat shall be loeated by a majority vote 
of the people,” —lost. 

Mr Waelder offered the following amendment: 

That the inhabitants of the county shall determine, by a vote- 
of two-thirds, the place wherethe county seat shall be located, 
provided that ‘said eounty seat shall in no case be more than 16 
miles írom the centre of the eounty. 

On motion of Mr West, laid on the table. 

Mr Dalrymple offered the following amendment : 

After the words “five miles of the centre,” insert “ unless 
two-thirds of the voters of the county vote otherwise.” 

On motion of Mr West, laid on the table 

The bill was then ordered ta be en gr ossed—rule suspended, 
read third time and passed. 

A. bill to create the county of Uvalde ; read second time and 
ordered to be engressed—rule suspended, read third time and 
passed. 

Mr Ector moved to adjourn untif hel! past 3 o’cloek P. M.— 
lost. 

Mr Rushing moved to adjourn until 1@0’clock Monday morn- 
ing ;. lost. 

A bill to create the county of Young, with the report of the 
committee on County Boundaries, recommending its passage,. 
after the adoption of an amendment, and filling blanks in the 
same; amendment of committee adopted, and the blanks filled 
as follows : ae 

In ist Section, with the word “ Jack.” ee 

In 2d Section, the names of Allen Johnson, Henry George, 
and James Duff, a majority of whom may act. 

In 5th Section, the word “ Wise.” 

The bill as amended was then ordered to be engrossed ; rule 
suspended, read third time, and passed. 
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On motion of Mr Kittrell, W F Weeks, reporter, obtained 
leave of absence for ten days. 
A bill to create the county of Maverick; and 


A bill to create.the connty ot Kinney, were read second time 
and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, read third time 
and passed. l 

Mr Dancy, by leave, presented the memorial of the President 
and Trustees of Ratersville College; referred to the committee 
on Education. 

On motion of Mr Kittrell, rale suspended and a joint resolu- 
tion from the Senate, appropriating $5,548 70 to meet eertain 
expenditures made for the Penitentiary, taken up and read first 
time—rule suspended, read second time, and passed to athird 
reading—rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Latham, Mr Throckmorton was added toe 
the select committce on the petition of Eli Kirk. 

Mr Ochiltree, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for the 
| permanent loeation of the Courthouse of Angelina county ; read 
| first time--rule suspended; read second time by caption, and 
| referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 
| ‘The following comunication from his Excellency, the Gov- 


| ernor, was then read and reforred to the committee on Slaves 
| and Slavery: 


Executive Orricr, 
| Austin, Jan. 18, 1856. $ 

| Gentlemen of the Senate 

: and House of Representatives: 

Į retnrn herewith to the House of Represemtatives, “an Act 
| fo permit certain persons of color, freed, claiming to have been 
| the property of Gabriel Moore, late of Alabama, to remain in 
Í the county of Harrison, State of Texas, for two years after the 
A suit now pending in said county to establish their freedom shall 
Í have been decided.” 

i Ithas been the policy of Texas, since the commencement of 
Í her revolution, to prevent free negroes and mulattoes from com- 
i here to reside. The General Council of the Provisional Gov— 
fernment, on the 5th of January, 1836, passod an ordinance to 
Í prevent their importation and emigration, which provided that if 
they should.come within tne limits of Texas after that date, they 
should be sold as slaves, and imposed a fine of five thonsand 
{dollars upon any person who should import, or bring, or aid, or 
labet in bringing or importing any free negro or mulatto within 
athe limits of Texas. 


j On the seventeenth of March in the same year, the constitu— 
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Yon of the Republic was adopted, which declared in the Sth 
Saction of its general provisions, that no slaveholder should ba 
allowed to emancipate a slave without the consent of Congress, 
unless he should send such slave without the limits of the Re- 
public, and also that no free person of African descent should 
be permitted to reside perreanently in the Republic withont the 
consent of Congress, Shortly after, on the Sth of Jane, 1837, 
an Act was passed which permitted all free Africanus, or descen- 
dants of Africans, who-were residing in Texas at the date of the 
declaration of independence, to remain here. On the 5th of 
February, 1840, another Act was passed prohibiting such per- 
sons from coming here and being bronght here, and providing 
that all who should come or be brought here, should be sold for 
one year unless they should give a bund inthe sunrof one thou. 
sand dollars, with the security of a citizen, for their removal out 
of the limits of the Republic, and unless such bond should be 
given before the expiration of the year,they were then to be sold 
as slaves for life. The same Act provided that all free persons 
of color then in the Republic should be allowed two years to 
remove out of it, aud that all who were found here after that 
time, without the permission of Congress, should he arrested and 
sold as before stated. On the 12th of December, 1840, another 
Act was passed, permitting certain free persons of color who 
were named, to reside in the Republic, aud again giving per- 
missiou for those who were here at the declaration of indepen- 
dence to remain here. 

This is a history of our legislation on the subject previous to 
the adoption of our State Coustitution. 

That Constitution gave the Legislature the right to pass laws 
to permit the owners of slaves to emancipate them, saying the 
rights of creditors, and preventing them from becoming a public 
charge. Under this provision, several applications were made 
to the first, second and third Legislatures, for permission to eman- 
cipate slaves, all of which were refused, except upon condition 
that they should be removed from the State. The 4th Legisla. 
ture granted permission to three persons of this description to 
remain within the State, on account of meritorious services they 
had rendered to the country. Thisis believed to bea full history 
of all our legislation on the subject of free persons of color. 

i think the policy heretofore pursued by the State, of exclud 
ing free negroes and mulattoes, is a wise one, and should b 
adhered to, for it is well known that their intercourse with slave 
tends to corrupt them and make them dissatisfied, and ought b 
all means to be avoided. 

Our State has now comparatively few free negroes, and th 
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“experience ot other slavelioldine States, which are now suffer- 
ing those evils that are inseparable from a large population of 
this character, mingling with their slaves, and which are now 
| devising ‘means to rid themselves of it, admonishes us not to 
permit their increase among us by legislation. 

It may. be said that as ‘this Act only permits these persons to 
reside here for two years after their freedom shall have been es- 
tablished, it cannot, therefore, ‘do any great harn, but I fear that 
cat the expiration of that time, the fact, they have been a llowed 
| to reside here for two years, will be arged as a reason for their 


longer stay, and that they may ‘altimately obtain permission to 
reside here permanently. 


Entertaining these views, I cannot approve this Act, and, 
| therefore, return itto the ITouse of Representatives, in which it 
| origingted, for re-consideration. 

| Mr Nickles offered the following resolution : 

_ Pesolved, That the sum of dollars be and the same is 
| hereby appropriated ont of the contingent fund of this Legisla- 
ture to pay for laying down with brick, or flag-stone, a sidewalk 
of sufficient width for two persons to walk side by side, say 4 or 
© feet wide, from the Capitol gate to connect with the pavement 
or sidewalk as low dawn the street as Duffau’s drug store, on 
either or both sides of the street, as the majority may see fit to 
| determine ; and the aforesaid amount of dollars to be 
returned to the Treasury out of the proceeds of the next sale of 
city lots. 

| Mr Locke moved to lay the rasaan on the table. 

On motion, the House adjourned until Monday, 10 o'clock, 
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Housz or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Jan. 21st, 1856. 

I House met pursuant to adjournment—rol]l called—quornm 

present, 


Journal of Saturday last read and adopted. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr Ector presented the petition of Geo, H. Burroughs, for re- 
lief; referred to committee on public debt. 
l Mr Dancy presented the petition of David R. Stout and Ly- 
dia Stout, to change the name of Nat Lofon, to Nat Lofon 
Stout; referred to commmittee on the Judiciary. 
: REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Messrs, Ardrey and Ochiltree, of the committee on the Judi- 
lary, made the following report, and recommended the passage 
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ef a bill for the relief of certain persons, which was read first! 
time. 
CommirrEE Room, 
Austin City, Jan’y 14, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives » 


The undersigned, in the minority of the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, to whom has been referred the petition of Sam Jordan, 
asking the Legislature of this State for relief, have had under 
consideration the principles involved-in said petition, and find 
that Mr Jordan elaims to be the assignee of one-third ot a 
league of land, situated on Pine Island Bayou in Jeffersou 
county, the title to which was issned by Charles S. Taylor, Spe- 
cial Commissioner of the State of Coahuila and Texas, to Juan 
Prudo, on the 4th day of December, A. D. 1835; and also ag 
the assignee of one learveof land sitnated in Jefferson county, 
the title to which was also issued by Charles S. Taylor to Louis 
David, on the 21st day of November, A. D. 1835; and also as 
the assignee of one league of land situated on Vine Island 
Bayou in Jefferson county, the title to which was aso issued by 
Charles S. Taylor, Special Commissioner, to Jose Del Reo, on 
the 3Uth day of November, A. D. 1835. 

Upon examination iuto the title papers presented by the ap- 
plicant in the case, the concessions appear to have been regu- 
larly inade to those persons in due form, and in conformity 
with the then existing laws of Coahuila and Texas granting 
tities, but ata time subsequent to the closing of the Land Office 
by the Provisional Governinent of Texas, on the 13th Novem- 
ber, A. D.1835. We find that the parties had taken the initi- 
ative steps of petitioning the Commissioner who had cognizance 
of extending titles within the limits of territory in:which the 
land is described by the concession to be situate, and obtaining 
orders of survey, and the making of the survevs, previous to 
the 13th November, 1835; and the only thing that remained 
to be done was the extending the final and complete title to the 
land which had been severed from the mass of publie domain 
before the closing of the Land Office by the consultation. 

The Supreme Court of this State, in the case of Dodd vs. 
Donalson, have held that the concession which had been ex- 
tended to the grantee, after the 18th November, 1835, was 4 
nullity, done in contraventicn of law, and was of itself no ev- 
idence of title to the land described in the concession, and had 
no judicial standing in Court as an instrument of title, either 
fo maintain or defend an action for the land. 
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However much we may be disposed to respect the sclemn’ 


adjudications of our highest judicial tribunal in matters of law, 
-yet we insist that there has been a diversity of opinion among 
respectable members of the legal profession inthis State, with 
regard to the period of time when the Act of the Consultation 
losing the General Land Office went into torce and effect as an 
obligatory law,.upon the officers to whom it was addressed, in 
the exercise of the powers and duties of their office, and that 
arties whose rights depend upon that construction and inter- 
pretation of the law not going into force and effect until notifi- 
cation to the officers of the passage of such a law, revoking 
their powers, have strong equitable claims upon the Govern- 
ment to make good to.them the titles which at the timé they 
proved themselves entitled to, but have become defective, not 
rom any fault of theirs, or the officers who issued them in good 
faith, but by the political action of a revolutionary Govern~ 
ment, It is true that the sovereign had the power to exercise 
such a right, but it must not be supposed that such was their 
intention to affect the claims of its citizens, unless that intention 
is clearly manifested by their acts, and where they have done 
sọ and it results in great hardships to individual citizens: Tt 
addresses itself very strongly to the political conscience of the 
succeeding government to protect and make good the acts of 
the former officers, done in good faith and in ignorance of a 
revocation of their powers in the exercise of the powers of cre- 
ating rights to property to citizens. 

Under the 10th Section of the General Provisions of the Con- 
stitution of the Republic of Texas, it was provided that, “ all 
orders of survey, legally obtained, by any eitizen of the Re- 
public from any legally authorised Commissioner, prior to the 
late consultation elosing the Land Offices, shall be valid. By 
the same Section it was provided, that as “ many surveys and 
itles to lands have been made, whilst most of the people of 
Texas were absent from home serving inthe campaign against 
Bexar, it is hereby declared that all surveys and locations of 
land since the Act of the late Consultation closing the Land 
Offices, and all titlesto lands made since that time, are and shall 
be null and void. {t seems from this constitutional provision, 
that where the citizens of the Republic had obtained any order 
of survey from any legally authorised Commissioner prior to 
the Act of the Consultation closing the Land Offices, it was the 
intention of the Convention that those who had obtained them 
properly should have them recognized as imperfect rights upon 
the public domain, which should be consummated by such laws 
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as the future Congress should: pass,.to enable the holders of sucl» 
claims to obtain titles by virtue of such inchoate rights, without. 
the necessity of going through ali the initiative steps previous to. 
the official order of survey which was regarded under the then. 
existing laws as evidence of a party’s right to have surveyed a 
portion of the public domain, which he might designate to a. 
public surveyor, and that it did not contemplate that he should 
go through all the forms and solemnities of making again his. 
proof as to his qualifications to. land under the Colonization 
Laws. 

If this be the proper interpretation of this clause of the Con- 
stitution of the Republic of ‘Texas, then it seems to us that it 
presents such a recognition of the right of the holder of such 
orders of survey as nade jt a high political duty of the legis- 
lative department of the Government. organized under that 
Constitution, to provide a remedy for those rights.to laud to that 
class of individuals. 

The Congress of the Republic of Texas, by the Act of the 
13th Dec., 1837, feeling the force of this constitutional injune- 
tion, did provide a Board of Land Commissioners for each. 
connty of the Republic, with power to investigate al! claims, 
upon the Government tor headvights to lands, aud prescribed 
the rule of proof that the applicant should inake before it, to 
entitle him to the certificate which that Act authorised to be 
issued, and which was the same as the order of survey under 
the iormer Government. But to obtain this certificate, it was 
necessary for the party to swear before that tribunal that he 
was a resident citizen of “Fexas at the date of the declaration 
of independence, and that he d:d not leave the country during 
the campaign of the Spring of 18¢6, to avoid a participation in 
the struggle, and that he did not refuse to participate in the 
war, and that he did not aid or assist the enemy, ard that he 
had not previously received æ tite to his quantum af land. 

Also, by the 20th Section of the same Act, it was made the 
duty of the Commissioner of the Land Office to grant to all 
persons holding an order of survey, legally obtained previously 
to the closing of the Land Office in 1835,and having a survey 
which was made agreeably to said order, and in conformity to 
law, in ali respects a patent for the same, upon the holder pre- 
senting the certificate of some Board of Land Commissioners, 
that he was entitled to the quantity of land surveyed, and mak- 
ing such proof to them as was required by law. 

Lhe minority of said Committee are well advised that the 
uniform construction which was given to the above recited laws 
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by the Board of Land Commissioners, in the exercise of their 


official duties in the Eastern part of this State was, thata party 
whose concession had been extended to him, by a legally au~ 
thorised Commissioner before the notification to him of the 
passage of the Act of 13th Nevember, 1835, by the Provisional 
Government, could not make application for the issuanee of & 
certificate under the provisions of this law, thereby deciding 
that a title to the quantum of land to which the party was en- 
titled to had been issued to him, and that the law did not per- 
mit or justify him in making the oath required by the 12th 
Section of the above recited Act. It is also well known to us; 
that titles of this class have been frequently sold and purchased 
under professional advice, without any suspicion being enter— 
tained by the vendors and purchasers and their legal advisers 
that the titles were void. l 

Under this interpretation also, the individuals who had re- 
ceived their concessions in good faith, after the passage ot the 
Act closing the Land Office, did not in any instances known to 
us present them to the Board of Land Commissioners for can- 
cellation, as were always done in cases where they held only 
orders of survey, without further pruceeding of title, which had 
not been surveyed before the closing of the Land Office. By 
this means this class of persons, from this misconstruction of 
the laws intended for their relief, have been led estray and 
thrown off their guard, until all the laws providing them with 
relief have been repealed, and as the law now stands they are 
wholly remediless, and the only means left for them to obtain 
titles to their lands which they were justly and constitutionally 
entitled to, is to appeal to the strong sense of equity and jus 
ice, which has ever characterised the legislation ot this State 
in granting to the citizens, of the country the lands to which 
they had become entitled by virtue of their emigration and 
settlement of the cowutry. 

T'he minority of the Judiciary Committee are wel! convinced 
that the operation and effect of the decision of the Supreme 
Court in the case of Dodd vs. Donaldson, 12 Texas Reports, is 
to deprive many of our oldest and most meritorious citizens, 
who had participated in the revolutionary struggle, with gal- 
lantry, of their titles to their homes which they now perhaps 
occupy, and that it is but an act of sheer justice, under such 
cases of irremedial hardship, that the Legislature shall adopt 
speedily some remedy by which they may be able to save their 
homes and firesides which they have won by their gallantry and 
bravery; and to protect them from the ruthless cunning of the 
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speculator and land-jobber3 and that in cases where they have 
lost their lands by subsequent locations and surveys of certifi- 
cates upon the same, that the injury and loss should be repaired 
by giving them an equal amount of other unappropriated lands, 
from the public domain, which may be some but nevertheless 
a poor compensation to them. l 
The majority of the Committee have thought that the peti- 
tion and the evidences of title submitted by Mr. Jordan, in this 
ease, have not sbown in himself a clear and regular legal chain 
of title from the original -claimants to entitle himself’ to a fa- 
vorable report for relief of any kind under’his petition, but 
with regard to this matter, the minority do not express any 
‘opinion upon the title. Knowing that there are other bills for 
relief arising upon the same state of facts, they have thought 
it proper to express their opinion in full upon the subject of 
relief, and think that it is proper that some general law may be 
„passed providing all parties similarly situated with the peti- 
tioner, by which they may present their claims to seme judi- 
cial tribunal where they may have the opportunity of showing 
whatever title they may be advised that they have to the lands, 
either as original parties, or claimants, or heirs, or assignees. 
We have, therefore, thought it expedient and proper to re- 
commend to the favorable consideration of the House of Rep- 
resentatives the passage of a general law for the relief of all 
persons who have lost their lands by the closing of the Land 
‘Office on the 13th November, 1835, by the Provisional Govern- 
ment, by receiving titles thereto from Commissioners who were 
acting as legally constituted officers without any knowledge of 
the revocation of their official powers, and for this purpose have 
prepared a bill which if passed into a law will enable them to 
obtain relief speedily, and which accompanies this report, and 
its passage is respectfully recommended. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
J. M. ARDREY, 
i W. B. OCHILTREE. 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills originating in the Senate. 
A bill for the relief of James M. Rigg. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jose de Jesus Rodrigues. 
A bill to allow John G. Graham to transact business, and 
make binding contracts in his own name. 
A bill for the relief of Charles Gilchrist. 
. A bill for the relief of the heirs and assigns of Hezekiah 
George. 
A bill for the relief of Benjamin Bryant. 
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A bill for the relief of John S. ITIN. 

Joint resolution granting leave of absence to Joel S. Ancrim, 
judge of the 11th judicial district. i 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Edgar M. Sanders. 

A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue to Alexander McCulloch a certificate for one- 
third league of land. 

A bill for the relief of Robert Sanders, 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Patterson. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Applewhite. 

A bill for the reliefof John Sparks. 

A bill to change the name of Rosalia Hernandez, ta Maria 
Rosalia Upshur. i 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William If. Clopton. 

A bill fer the relief of Joseph Moore. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Derby Norris, deceased. A 

A bill for the relief of Francis Blundeit. 

A bill to incorporate the Milam male and femate institute. 

A bill to ineerporate Shawnee Lodge No. 15, of the 1.0.0. F. 

A billto aneend the 4th section of an act to incorporate the 
Galveston and Brazos Navigation Company—appreved Feb, 
Sth, 1850. 

Also the passage of the following bill, originating in the 
House. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Travis county to levy 
and collect a special tax. 

Mr Williams of Lamar made tie following report: 

A majority of the committee ou internal improvements, have 
had under consideration the Senate’s bill, to be entitled an act 
to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso, and Pacific Rail Road 
Company. The object sought in this bil is to change several 
features in tke original chatter, so as to authorize this company 
to connect their road with eitker the Cairo and Fulton Road, 
which is in progress of construction from the mouth of the 
Ohio, via: Little Rock, in Arkansas, (where the same will inter— 
sect the Memphis and Little Rock road, now also in progress of 
construction,) to Fulton on Red River, or the Mississippi, Ouch- 
ita, and Red River Road, which is also in progress of construc— 
tion; also to be permitted to connect with the first road which 
may he completed from the Gulf of Mexico in our State, to the 
line of thisroad. The reasons for such change, are these: the 
portion of the State which this road is intended to benefit is bet- 
ter adapted to the cultivation of the wheat crop than any other 
staple, and from experience not to be doubted, equal to any por- 

ip 


* 
“eS PT 


442 


tion of the United States, as well for the quantity per acre, as 
also for the quality of tlhe grain in addition to this. The time 
at which the grain is ready for the mili, with facility of trans— 
portation, will enable our farmers to furnish flour in market fronp 
thirty to sixty days earlier than the North Western States. This 
great advantage in favor of the farmer in Texas, Ras not been 
overlooked, and already has induced an emigration to that por- 
tion of our State, capable of producing this staple equal to the 
wants of both ‘Texas and Louisiana; but the production is now 
retarded, for want of transportation, which experienee has 
taught can only be effected by railway facility. “Phe farmers of 
that portion of the State, with an eye to their interests, have al- 
ready subscribed stock in this road, tothe amount of seven hun- 
dred thousand dollars, or thereabouts, as 1s shown by thetr sec- 
retary, and paid upon the same one and one-forrth per cent., 
have fully organized the company by the election of President, 
Directors, &c., consisting of citizeus directly interested in this 
enterprise. In fact, this isa work undertaken by bona fde citi- 
zens of ‘Texas, not for specniative purposes, but asan aid in the 
developmext of the great agricultural resources of our State. 
The extension of time asked by this company Is not of choice, 
but of necessity, as it will be impossible to transport the material 
for their superstructure, until some one of the before stated roads 
shall be completed to its terminas. The company care not 
which, as their sole object is to attam the ends above set forth, 
and at the same time facilitate the travel between the different 
ortions of our State. 

The other benefits sought to be obtained, are not considered 
unreasonable, and seem to be asked in all fairness, and cannot 
result in any loss tothe State, but may secure lasting benefits. 

Therefore Fam instructed to report back this bill without 
améndment, and to recommend its passage. 

Mr Charlton, chairman of the con:mittee ou finance, rcported 
back to the House, and recommended its passage, without 
amendment, a bill to’set apart one million of dollars for a school 
fund ; also reported back to the Efouse, and recommended its 
rejection, a bill amendatory of an act to raise a revenue by taxa- 
tlon—passed March 20th, 1848. 

Mr Locke, of the committee on engrossed bills, reported cor— 
rectly engrossed the following bill: 

A bill to incorporate the Washington County Rail Road 
company. : 

Mr Locke, of the joint committee on enrolled bills, reported 


‘correctly enrolled, and this day presented to the Governor for 
his approval, the following bills: 
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À bill to permit the city of Houston to levy a special tax for 
Rail Road purposes. 

A bill conferring power on county courts and town and city 
corporate authorities, to establish quarantine regulations, 

A bill for the relief of C. M, Goolsby. 
| A bill for the relief of the Galveston and Red River Railway 
| Company, and supplementary to the several acts Incorporating 
| said company. 
| On motion of Mr Owings, rule suspended, and a bill to in- 
| corporate the San Antonio River Navigation Company, together 
| with the report of the committee on internal improvements, re- 
| commending the passage of a substitute therefor—taken up, and 
| substitute adopted, and ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, 
| read third time, and passed by a two-thirds vote, as follows: 
| Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
| Bonner, Brown, Busby, Cleveland of B. Cleveland of L., Crabb, 
| Crosby, Dalrymple, Davis, Dennis, Devereanx, Dougherty, 
| Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, 
| King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martiu of Lavaca, McClanahan, 
| McCown, McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Owings, Par- 
ker of A., Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Run- 
nels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Har- 
ris, Smith of Harrison, Stont, Sullivan, ‘Taylor, Throckmorton, 
I Tompkins, Waelder, West, White, Williams of L., Williams 
| of San Augustine, Wood, and Worsham—é64. 
Nays— Messrs. Ochiltree, and Parsons—2. 
Mr Kittrell, chairman of the committee on education, made 
| the following report: — 
| The committee on education, to whom was referred the me- 
| morial of sundry citizens of Fort Bend, and adjoining counties, 
and also the House’s resolution on the same subject, have in— 
| structed me to report, that for reasons connected with matters 
| embraced in the memorial and resolution. and for other reasons 
| of great weight, they consider the subject as one proper for gen-. 
eral legislation; they have accordingly instructed me to report 
a general bill herewith enclosed, and to recommend its passage. 
|. A bill to provide for the appointment of a board of visitors, to, 
| Visit and examine the various institutions of learning within 
| this State ; read first time—also reported back to the House a. 
| bill to incorporate the University of St. Mary, and recommend 
its passage. l 
| On motion of Mr Hale, rule suspended, and a bill defining 
| the counties composing the third judicial district, and the time 
of holding courts therein, together with the report of the com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary, recommending the passage of the same, 
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with amendments—taken up, and améndments concurred in, 
The bill as amended ordered to be engrossed, rule snspended, 
read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr White, rule suspended, and a bill to incor- 
porate the Lavaca Navigation Company taken up, read, and or- 
dered to be engrossed, rule suspended, and-passed by a two- 
thirds vote, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., 
Crabb, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of €., Davis, Dennis, Dough- 
erty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, 
Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., Martin 
of L, McClanahan, MeMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Owings, 
Parker of A., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Rich— 
ardson, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Harrison, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Throck— 
morton, Truehart, Waelder, West, White, Williams of 1., WH- 
liams of San Augustine, Witt, Wood, and Worsham—65, 

Nays—Messrs. Dickson and Runnels—2, 

Mr Smitb of Harris, chairman of the joint seleet committee 
on the pait of the House, made the following report : 

ag ea select committee on the part of the House, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Gen. T. J. Chambers, with an ae~ 
companying bill, have instructed me to report as follows: Gen. 
Chambers appeared before the joint select committee, and ex— 
plained to the members thereof the machine which he elaims to 
have invented, and in regard to. which his memoria} and aceom- 
panying bill were presented tothe Honse. Fhe explanations of 
Gen. Chambers were frank and full, and-as minuteand complete 
as could be made without models or drawings, within the time 
before the committee. . l 

The committee think proper to state that the machine ip 
question as explained to them, is constituted on well known ana 
well established prineiples of physics, that it isto be operated 
by a power or powers in common use. The application of these 
principles aná powers, is believed to be novel, and justly entitles 
the inventor tothe claim of originality. 

In view of the numerousand wonderful applications of known 
powers and prinéiples, for whieh the present age of the world is 
pre-eminently distinguished; and your committee have only to 
cite the steam engine and Morse’s telegraph. They are prepared 
to contemplate without prejudice, any machinery or discovery 
which proposes to abridge human labor and animal toil, and to 
facilitate the intercourse of mankind. On the other hand, the 
frequent failures and disappointments of the most ingenious, san- 


> 


445 


guine, and gifted inventors, admonish your committee to express 
themselves with a proper reserve in regard to any invention or 
machine, which has not been tested by practice on a large scale. 
They have heretofore wisely, as is deemed, abstained from ex 
pressing a positive opinion on this point. 

On another point, that of the economical working of the 
machine, provided it be otherwise successful; your committee 
have believed that this can be tested only by actual experiment. 

If the machine is successful, as claimed, it will be by the in~ 
ventor’; or if it succeeds in a ’ considerable degree only, your 
committee believe Gen. Chambers to be justly entitled to such 
advantages as are usually awarded to inventors. 

Your committee have accordingly determined to report back 
the billreferred to them, with amendments, and to recom— 
mend it as amended to the favorable consideration of the Legis- 
lature. Your committee beg the attention of the Legislature to 
the two following points: First, that no appropriation of money 
is asked for—and secondly, thatno grant of land is made, except 
on the condition of roads being worked, and in actual use, fora 
distance of not less than 25 miles. The land bonus, like the cor— 
porate privileges, is contingent on actual success, and a right 
thereto, will accrue only on 1 this success being universally man— 
ifest: 

Your committee are of opinion that the rights of the State 
being so guarded, the prayer of the memorialists should be 
granted. 

On motion of Mr Pollock, rule suspended, and a Senate bill 
for the relief of Thomas J. Rusk and James H. Starr, taken up, 
and read ist time—rule suspended, read 2nd time by caption 
and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. >- ? 

On motion of Mr Adrian, rule suspended, and a Senate bill 
for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Jones, dee’d, taken up, and 
passed toa third reading—rule suspended, read 3rd time and 
passed. 

Mr Dalrymple (by leave) offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, . ‘That when the business on the Speaker’ s table is 
in order, the-clerk shall call the roll, and at the announcement of 
the name ofa member he shall have the privilege of calling up 
any bill or resolution he may see proper—laid on the table one 
day for consideration, 

Ou motion of Mr Bell, rule suspended, and a bill (Senate) to 
incorporate La Grange Lodge, No. 30, of the I. O. of O. „F. ta- 
ken up, read and passed toa 1 third reading—rule suspended, read 
third time and passed by atwo third vote as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
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ner, Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of D, Cleveland of L 
Grabb, Dalrymple, Darden of C, Dennis, Dougherty, Betor, El- 
lison, Francis, Galues, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, 
Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin of H, Martin of L, McOlana~ 
han, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Parker of A, Par- 
ker of T, Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Reeves, Richardson, 
Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stout, ‘Sullivan, 
‘Tarltou, Taylor, Throcl kmorton, Truehart, Waeider, West , White, 
Williams of San Augustine, Witt, Wood and Worsham—66, 

Nays—None. 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton. rule suspended, and the 
Ilouse proceeded to take up Senate bills on their first reading. 

Mr Sherwood (y reave) offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, By the House ot Representatives of the Legisla— 
ture of Texas, as the sense of this House, that the late message 
of the President of the United States, contains a clear and ration- 
al exposition of principles, that ought to satisfy every portion of 
the Union; that whilst we approve the same, we commend it 
also asa just delineation of the duties which the different sec- 
tions of the Union owe to each other—referred to the committee 
en Federal Relations. 

The following Senate bills were then taken ñp, read Ist time, 
rale suspended, read 2nd time and passed to a 3rd reading —rule 
further suspended, read 3rd time and passed : 

A bill to confirm the titles of certain pre emption settlers with- 
in the limits of Peter’s Colony. 

A bill supplementary to an act to define the time of holding 
the District Conrts in the 13th Judicial District. 

A bill to legalize the official acts or John H. Smither, as clerk 
of the District court of Bewie county. 

A bill forthe purchase of a site and ereciion ofa store and 
Ware n and for other purposes, 

A bill donativgone league of land to Mrs Elizabeth Crock- 
ett. - 

‘The following Senate bills were read Ist time, rule -suspen- 
ded, read 2nd time by caption and relerred to the committee on 
public debr, viz: 

A bill to authorize the Auditor and Comptroller to audit bond 
no, 164, of the ten per cent consolidated stock of 5th February, 
1840. 

A bill for the relief of L. S. Hargous, H. R. W. Hill, G. B. 
Lamar, and Samuel Swartwout. 

A. bill giving the assent of the State of Texas, to an act to pro 


vide for the payment of such creditors of the lete Republic of 


CENI 


Texas as are comprehended in the act of Congress of September 
9, 1850, which was passed at the second session of the 38rd Con- 
gress ofthe United States, and approved February 8, 1855. 

The followiug Senate bills were read Ist time—rule suspen- 
ded, read 2nd time by caption, and referred to the committee on 
private land claims uo. 1, viz: 

A bill for the reliefof James Reson. 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Watson, dee’d. 

A bill forthe relief of John A. Wells. 

A bill for the reliefof the heirs of Francis Mayher, dee’d. 

The following Senate bills were read first Ume—rule 
suspended, read 2nd time by caption, anu referred to the co minit- 
tee ou Public lands, viz: 

A bil forthe relief of Stephenson Archer and John IL. Cole. 

A bill requiring the return of unconditional certificates to the 
General Land Office. 

The following Senate bill was read Ist time—ruic suspended, 
2nd time Dy caption, and referred to the committee on Educa- 
Uon, VUZ: 

A bill to incorporate Soule University. 

‘The following Senate bills were read Ist time--1ule suspen- 
ded, read 2nd ume by capuion, and referred to the committee on 
private land claims no. 2, viz: 

A billto authorize the Gommissioners of the General land 
office to issue a certificate to George Peerman. 

A’ bill for the relief of the heirs of Samuel Stockbridge dec a 

The following Senate bills were read first time—r ule sus- 
pended, read second time by caption, and referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, viz: 

A bill granting Benj. T Unval the privilege to establish a 
Ferry on the Neches, and to protect his Mill from back water. 

A bill to anthorize John C Pettigrewand Margaret Pettigrew 
to adopt and name a certain child. 

A bul for the relief of Kindallis Bryan, with an amendment 
from the Senate, taken up, and amendment coneurred in. 

A bill to incorporate the Henderson Female College, with an 
amendment from the Senate, taken up, and amendment con- 
curred int 

A bill to incorporate Walker Lodge, No. 19, 1. O. O. F., with 
an amendment from the Senate, taken up and amendment con- 
curred in. 

A Senate bill to mcorporate the Citv of Marshall, anda 
message from the Senate informing the House of their refusal 
to concur in the second amendment to said bill. 

On motion of Mr Smith of Harrison, the House receded from 
said amendment. 
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On imotion of Mr Chariton, rnle suspended and a bill to 
compensate Assessors and Collectors for taking the Scholastic 
population in their respective Counties, together with the re. 
port of the committee on Finance, recommending the passage 
of a substitute therefor, taken up, and substitute adopted. 

Mr Smith of Harris, moved to amend by striking out ten 
cents and insert five cents per head. 

On motion of Mr Charlton, laid on the table. 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed—-rule suspended, 
read third time and passed. 

Mr Locke of the joint committee on eurolled bills reported 
correctly enrolled, and this day presented to the Governor for 
his approval, the following joint resolution. 

A joint resolution appropriating $5,548 00 to meet certain 
expenditures made for the Penitentiary. 

Mr Rushing moved to adjourn until 8 o’clock P. m. 

Mr Parsons moved to adjourn until to-norrow 10 o’clock, a. 
m.—The yeas and nays being demanded, the House adjourned 
by the following vote. 

Yeas—-Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Brown, 
Charlton, Crosby, Dancy, Darden of O., Dennis, Ector, Bilison, 
Francis, Gaines, Green, Hooker, Latham, Locke, Melton, Mer- 
rick, Nickels, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of ‘I. 
Parsons, Poag, Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sher- 
wood, Smith of Harris, Smith of N, Stont, Sullivan, Taylor, 
Tompkins, Waelder, White, Williams of San Augustine and 
Wood—43. 

. Nays—Messrs. Ardrey, Bell, Busby, Cleveland of L., Crabb, 
Dalrymple, Darden of G., Dickson, Donguerty, Hale, Junker, 
King, Kittrell, Martin of IL, Martin of L, McClanahan, Mc- 
cown, MeM llin, Middleton, Moore, Richardson, Runnels, 
Smith of Harrison, Tarlton, Throckmorton, West, Williams of 
Lamar, Witt and Worstiam—29. 


oust or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, January, 22d, 1856. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 
Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
On motion of Mr Ardrey, two hundred copies each of “A bill 
and report for the relief of Sam. Jordan and others,” were or— 


dered to be printed. 
PETITIONS. 
Mr Dennis presented the petition of the heirs of Virgil A. 
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Steward, deceased, for relief—referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims, No. 1. 

Mr Dennis presented the petition of the heirs of Jesse W. 
Flowers, deeeased, for relief—referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, No. 1. 

Also, the patition of Saml. S. Montgomery for land—referred 
to the comas&tee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. 

Also, the petition of Chas. S. Betts for relief—referred to th 
committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. j 

Mr Worsham moved to suspend the rule, and take up a bill to 
| be entitled, an act to prevent the sale of intoxicating liquors 
| within given distances of certain places therein named. Bill 
| taken up. 
| Mr Worsham offered the following amendment: 
| “Strike out of the Ist section all after the words, Danville, in 
| Montgomery county, and within, and insert, the bounds of that 
| section or portion of Montgomery county, known and recogniz- 
| ed by the-county court of said county, at this time as beat No, 
| one” —adopted. 
| Mr McClanahan offered the tollowing amendment: amend 
| to come in before the last section. 

“And the provisions of this act shall apply to the town of 

| Palestine, in Anderson county, and the restriction as to the 

distance shall extend to two miles, from the Court House in said 

town of Palestine. > 

_ On motion of Mr Sayles, the bill and amendment were laid 

| on the table. . 

| On motion of Mr Reeves, a bill to be entitled, an act to better 

| define the West boundary line of Grayson county, and the East- 
ern boundary line of Cook county, taken up, and’ ordered to be 

| engrossed, rule suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Sayles, a bill to be entitled, an act author— 
izing the county courts of this State to grant license for the 
retail of spirituons, vinous and intoxicating liquors, in quantities 
less than a quart, and imposing a license tax for such privilege, 
was taken up, read first time, and on motion of Mr Throckmor- 
ton, two hundred copies of the bill ordered to be printed, and 
the bill made the special order of the day for Monday next. 

A message: was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills originating in that 
body: 

A bill for the relief of Cling Pearson. 
A bill to provide for a change in the Treasury Fiscal year, 
A bill for the relief of Stephen Sparks. 
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, _ 

Mr Merrick, chairman of the committee on. Counties and 
County Boundaries, to whom was referred a bill to create the 
county of Kerr, and a bill to create the county of Bandera, re- 
ported a substitute for each bill, and recommended the passage 
of the same. i es 

On motion of Mr Merrick, rule suspended, and a bill to be 
entitled, an act to create the county of Kerr, was taken up, and 
substitute adopted, and ordered to be engrossed, rule further sus- 
pended, read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Merrick, rule suspended, and a bill to be 
entitled, an act to create the connty of Bandera, was taken up, 
and substitute read and adopted, and ordered to be engrossed ; 
rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed, the following bills: 

A bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate Franklin College. 
_ A bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of George W. Rob- 
inson. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Eb- 
enezer Pulsifor, deceased. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Lex- 
ington. 
és A bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate the Texas Christian 

ollege. À 

À aa resolution, instructing our Senators and Representa- 
tives, relative to the establishment of a new district eonrt of the 
U.S., for the territory west ot the Pecos river. 

A bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of Fred. W. Moore. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to authorize the commissioner of 
the General Land Office, to employ additional draftsmen and 
clerks, and to fix the salaries of the same. l 

A bill to be entitled, an act amendatory to an act concerning 
crimes and punishments, approved 20th March, 1848. l 

Mr Smith of Harris, chairman of the committee on Public 
Debt, made the following report: i 

The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred the 
Senate’s bill, giving the assent of tke State of Texas to an act to 
provide for the payment of such ereditors of the late Republic 
of Texas,as are comprehended in the act of Congress of Sept. 
9th, 1850, which was passed at the second session of the thirty- 
third Congress of the United States, and approved, February 
28th, 1855, have had the same under consideration, and instruct 


me to report the bill back to the House, and recommend its 
passage. 
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The committee abstain from presenting any consideration it 
connection with the Senate’s bill, which they have the honor 
herewith to recommend, inasmuch asit is identical with the 
bill, a slight amendment only excepted, which this committee 
reported to the House at an early period of the session, and 
which is now on the Speaker’s table. 

In their report, accompanying the House’s bill alluded to, the 
committee have treated the subject of the Public Debt so fully, 
that nothing remains but to refer to that report and to recom- 
mend, as they have done, the passage of the Senate’s bill. 

Mr Charlton, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred Senate’s bill te be entitled, an act for the relief of 
Jesse Dean, reported the same back to the House and recom- 
mended its passage. 

Mr Throckmorton, chairman of the committee on Internal 
Improvements, made the following reports: 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re~ 
ferred a bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate the Austin City 
Artesian Well company, have had the same under consideration. 
The committee have instructed me to report the bill, with the 
following amendments, back to the House, and respectfully re~ 
commend its passage. 

lst amendment. Add to the end of section 2d “provided 
_that they get water.” 

2d amendment. To come inafter the word “water,” in 8th 
section, 11th line, “provided they get any.” 

3d amendment. Add “provided the same does not conflict 
with the rights of parties without their consent,” 
| Mr Throckmorton, chairman of the committee on Internal 
| Improvements, reported back to the House a bill supplementary 
to an act to incorporate the San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Rail- 
road, and recommended the passage of the same. 

Mr Ardrey, chairman of the committee on Land Frauds, made 
the following report: 

The committee on Land Frauds, to whom has been referred 
the bill to be entitled, an act to detect fraudulent land certificates, 
and to prohibit the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
from issuing patents thereon, have had the same under consider- 
ation, and have instructed me to report to the House that a bill 
fora general law, embracing the objects and providing a remedy 
for the matters proposed by the said bill, has already been re~ 
ported to the House, and its passage recommended, which will 
supersede the necessity of acting any further upon the bill, and 
to report the said bill back to the House, aud to recommend its 


indefinite postponement. 
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Mr Tarver, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, re~ 
ported back to the House the petition ef Samuel Jordan, and 
recommended its indefinite postponement. 

Mr Ardrey, chairman of the committee on Land Frauds, made 
the following report : 

The committee on Land Frauds, to whom has been referred 
the bill to be entitled, an act to authorize the Attorney General 
to institute suit against persons holding patents to land in cer- 
tain cases, have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report that the said committee have investigated 
the bill referred to them, and find that a number of frauds have 
been committed upon the General Land Office, and the Adjutant 
General’s Office, by imposing upon them certificates for land 
that have been forged and counterfeited, and that have been 
traudulently issued by officers, professing to act in the proper 
discharge of the duties of their office, aud by obtaining a num— 
ber of patents upon false and forged assignments purporting to 
be made to genuine certificates, by which means the original 
claimants have been defrauded of the title to the land, and that 
the objects of the bill are to recover the lands to the State that 
have been obtained by means of such fraudulent practices, 
which: they think are commendable, and that a general law 
should be passed, so that ali titles to the public lands, which 
have been acquired by means of false, forged, and counterfelt~ 
ed certificates, and by talse and forged assignments, or which 
may hereafter be acquired by these means, shall be vacated and 
cancelled by a suit for this purpose, aud that it will operate asa 
protection upon the public lands, by making st the duty of the 
judicial Officers to Institute suit for vacating such titles. 

The committee have examined the bill referred, and think 


_that the same is defective, but feeling the importance of a gene- 


ral law on the subject, they have with considerable care prepared 
a general bill as a substitute for the one referred, which they 
think if passed into a law, will meetthe emergencies and provide 
thé remedies thought to be necessary, and recommend the sub- 
stituted bill to the favorable consideration of the House, for 
passage into a law. 

Mr Ochiltree, chairman of the committee on Slaves and Sla- 
very, to whom was referred a bill to amend an act entitled, an 
act concerning free persons of color, approved February 5th, 
1840, reported the same back to the House, and recommend its 
passage with the following amendment: 

Strike out the proviso contained in the Ist section of said bill. 

Also, reported a snbstitute for a bill to amend an act of 5th 


February, 1840, concerning slaves, and recommended the pass— 
age of the same. ; 
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Mr Gaines, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges and 


Ferries, reported a bill granting to Caroline Stafford the privi~ 
lege of erecting a toll bridge across Mudd creek; which was 
' read first time. 

On motion of Mr Merrick ru le suspended, and a bill to create 
the county of San Jacinto taken u 

Mr Smith of Harris offered the following amendment; Amend 
by inserting “the territory known as Bal zer and Thompson’ S 
“mill tract, and being one mile square, shall be and remain a 
part of Harris county as heretofore. On motion of Mr Ochiltree 
laid on the table. 

Mr Charlton moved to make the bill the special order of the 
dav for Saturday 12 o’clock m.—tost. 

Mr Charlton moved to postpone the bill until Tuesday next 
at 11 o’clock a. m.—lost. 

Mr Chariton moved a call of the House ; refused. 

Mr Trnehart moved to postpone the bill untili Friday 11 
o'clock A. m.—lost. : 

On motion of Mr Truehart a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr Sayles, call suspended. l 

A message was received from his Excellency the Governor 
throngh his private Secretary. 

T'he bill to create the county cf San Jacinto was then ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion the House adjourned until 3 o’clock Pr. m. 


3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Honse met pursuant to adjourninent—roll called—quoram 
present. 

The bill to create the county of San Jacinto was then taken 
up, and the. vote ordering the engrossment of the same recon- 
sidered. 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty offered the following amendment: 

Strike out the 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th lines 
of the bill, and insert in hen thereof the following words, ‘ lim- 
its to wit: begining at the mouth of Cedar Bayon, thence with 
the western line of "Liberty county, to its intersection with the 
southern boundary line of Montgomery county, thence on,”— 
adopted. 

The bill as amended, was then ordered to be engrossed (the 
yeas and nays being demanded) by the following vote: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Brown, Busby, 
Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, 
Darden of Colorado, Dougherty, El lison, Francis, Gay, Green, 
Junker, Latham, Locke, Martin of ' Lavaca, McClanahan, 
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McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Ochiltree, Owings, 
Richardson, Runnels, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Sul- 
livan, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, West, Wood, Worsham, 
— 38. 

Navys.—=Messrs. Ardrey, Askew, Bonner, Chariton, Dickson, 
Ector, Gaines, Hale, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, McCown, 
Parker of A., Parker of 'T., Parsons, Pollock, Randolph, Rush- 
ing, Selman Shaw, Stout, Tompkins, Truehart, Williams of La- 
mar, Williams of San Augustine, Witt,—27. 

On motion of Mr Crosby, rule suspended, and a bill supple- 
mantary to an act entitled an act making provision for running 
and marking the boundary line between the State of Texas and 
the Territories of the United States, taken up, read and ordered 
to be engrossed—rule further suspended, read 3d time and 
passed. 

A resolution (offered by Mr Dalrymple,) relative to changing 
the rules regulating the order of business, was then taken from 
the table. f 

Mr Locke offered the following substitute: 

Resolved, That we will hereafter hold night sessions, and 
that at such meeting each member of this House shall have the 
right to call up a local bill or bill for private relief, in the order 
in which his name stands on the Clerk’s list, or alphabetically. 

On motion of Mr Ector, laid on the table. 

Mr Throckmorton offered the following amendment; Amend 
by adding, “and no other business shall be taken up out of its 
regular order until the roll call is through with.” 

Mr Randolph moyed to lay the resolution and amendment 
on the table. = 

Mr Cleveland of L., called for a division of the question. 

Questions upon laying the amendment and resolution on the 
table, were severally put and Jost. 

Mr Rushing offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment: Provided that the call shall be made trom the top and 
bottom of the alphabet, alternately—adopted. 

Mr Witt moved that the House adjourn until 10 o’clock to: 
morrow A. m.—lost. ' 

Mr White offered the following substitute for the resolution 
and amendment : 

Resolved, That the afternoon sessions shall hereafter be de- 
voted to private or local business, and that when a-member’s 
name is called alphabetically, he shall have the right to call up 
a bill and have the same acted upon without a suspension of 
any rule. he 

Mr Smith of Harris, moved to lay the substitute on the table. 
——lost. 
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Mr Charlton moved to lay the resolution, substitute and 
amendments on the table——lost. 

Question then being upon the adoption of the substitute, the 
same was put and lost. 

The amendment as amended was then adopted. 

Mr Gaines moved the previous question, which motion being 
duly seconded, the main question was ordered. 

The main question being the adoption of the resolution as 
amended, the yeas and nays being demanded, the same was 
adopted by the following vote, viz: 

Yeras.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of L., Crosby, Daliymple, Darden of ©., Da- 
vis, Dennis, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, 
Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin of H., 
McClanahan, McCown, Merrick, Nickels, Ochiltree, Owings, 
Parker of T., Parsons, Pollock, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, 
Selman, Smith of H’s, Smith of H’n, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
Taylor, Throckmorton, Truehart, West, Worsham,—48. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bonner, Charlton, Dancy, Dickson, Green, 
Hooker, Lawhon, Martia of L, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, 
Moore, Parker of A., Randolph, Sayles, Shaw, White, Wil- 
liams of L., Williams of San Augustine, Witt, Wood,—21. 

On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow 10 o’clock 
A. M 


HovsE or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 23rd 1856. | 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Journals of yesterday read and adopted. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr Ector moved to suspend the rule and take up a bill for the 
relief of Geo L Bledsoe; lest. 

The following messages from his Excellency the Governor, 
were read and referred to the committee on Finance. 
Gentlemen of the Senate 

and House of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith, a communication from the Auditor and 
Comptroller of public accounts, in relation to the appointment 
of Messrs Brewster and West, to represent the State, in two 
suits against them : one brought to compel them to allow inter- 
est to a large amount, on a claim they had audited against the 
Republic of Texas, and the other to compel them to audit a 
claim under the law providing for the pay of the San Antonio 
prisoners, but a few hours, and had no just claim to the benefits 
conferred by that law. 
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These cases involved principles which controlled many other 
claims, and their establishment would have largely increased 
our public debt. The Attorney General was absent from 
Austin atthe trial of these suits, and I advised these officers to 
employ counsel. 

I know that Messrs Brewster and West rendered valuable 
services in these suits, one of which was defeated in the District 
Court, and both were ultimately decided in favor of the State 
in the Supreme Court. ' 

Accompanying this communication are certificates from the 
Attorneys who prosecuted these claims, in regard to the value of 
the services of Messrs Brewster and West. ; 

I respectfully recommend that an appropriation be madè suf- 
ficient to pay them a reasonable compensation for their ser- 
vices. 

Gentlemen of the Senate 
and Louse of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith, a cominunication from James S Gillett, 
Adjutant General, together with an account in favor of Jno M 
Massie, for services as clerk, in the Adjutant General’s Office, 
fortwo months. It will be seen thatthe Adjutant General States 
the services of the clerk were actually necessary for the transac- 
tion of the business of his office. These services were rendered 
nearly a year ago, and it is but just they should be paid. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills 
made the following report: i l 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills. : 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Live Oak. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Uvalde. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to create Maverick county. 

A bill to be entitled an act creating the county of Young. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create Kinney county. 

A. bili to be entitled an act to create the county of Kerr. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act entitled an act to 
incorporate the Tyler University, in the town of Tyler, county 
of Smith, and to re-incorporate the same, and find the same 
correctly engrossed. 

Mr Parker of Tarrant, by leave, presented the memorial of 
certain pre-emptors withia the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad 
reserve, asking to be secured in their homes; referred to com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr Kittrell, chairman of the committee on education, made a 
report, recommending the passage of a bill to incorporate Soule 
University. 
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Mr MeClanahan, by leave, offered the following resolution : 
Be it resolved, That the Judiciary committee be requested 
to report to the House, upon the several bills concerning the 
wieting of land titles, growing out of conflicts with eleven 
league titles which have been reterred.to them, as soon as pos- 
sible—-adopted. 
Mr Throckmorton offered the following joint resolution: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Texas; That the intercourse laws of the United States 
for the prevention of the sales of wines and ardent spirits to 
Indians be extended for the distance of ten miles from the boun- 
dary lines of the [ndian reserve in this State, upon which Jne 
dians have been, or may hereafter be settled by the United 
States Indian agents, and’ may continue ia force so longas such 
reserves are kept for Indian purposes, and that this resolution 
take effect from and after its passage—read first time, rule sus- 
pended, read second time and ordered to be engrossed—rule 


| further suspended ; read third time and passed. 


Mr Martin of Lavaca moved to suspend the rules and take up 


la bill for the relief of the heirs ot Samnel T Brown—lost, 


Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on private.land claims 


F No. 1, made the following report: 


The committee on private land claims no. 1, to whom was 


| referred the petitition of the heirs of Lucy Jordan, deceased, 
| have duly considered the same. 


The committee have instrnueted me to report back to the Honse 


Í the accompanying bill, and recommend its passage. 


Also the following report: l 
The committee on private land claims No. 1, to whom was re- 


| ferred the Serate’s bill for the relief of John B Johnson, have 
| duly considered the same. l 


The committee have instructed me to report the bill baek to 


Í the House and recommend its passage. 


The committee on private land claims No. 1, to whom was ree 


i ferred the petition of Benj F Sills, have duly considered the 
| same. The committee have instructed me to report it back to 
Í the House and recommend its rejection. i 


The cowmittee on private land claims Ño. 1, to whom was 


f referred the petition of Elisha T Robinson have had the same 
f under consideration. The committee are of opinion that the 
Í petitioner is’ justly entitled to the land asked for. I am in- 
Í structed to report back to the House, with the accompanying 
Í bill, and recommend its passage ; read first time. 


The committee on private land claims No. 1, to whom was 


Í referred the petition of Elijah Votaro for relief have had the 


le 
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zame under consideration. The committee have instructed me 
to report back to the House with the accompanying bill, and re. 
commend its passage—read first time. 

The committee on private land claims no. 1, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of the heirs of Jonathan Clark for two thirds 
of a leagne and labor of land, have had ` the- same under con- 
sideration. 

The committee are of opinion that the prayer of petitioners 
should be granted. Iam therefore instructed to report baek 
to the House with the accompanying bill, and recommend its 
passage—read first time. 

The committee on private land claims No. I, to whom was 
referred the petition of James H Manning, have had the same 
under consideration. There is no evidence beforethe com- 
mittee that the petitioner named before the 14th of Dec. 1838, 

The committee have instructed me toreport back with their 
objection, and beg to be discharged from the farther eonsidera- 
tion of the subject. E 

Mr Gaines, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
- Ferries, reported a bill to incorporate the Port Lavaea and Aus- 
tin Turnpike Company. 

Mr Smith of Harris, chairman of committee on publie debt, 
made a report, recommending the passage of a bill for the 
Hiquidation and settlement of certain meritorious claims therein 
named. 

Mr McCianahan offered the following resolntion: 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted on yesterday, changing 
the order of business,by taking up the business on the Speaker’s 
table, be and the same is hereby rescinded—laid on the table one 
day for consideration. ; 

Mr MeClanahan moved to reconsider the vote adopting on 
yesterday a resolution cuanging the order ot business. 

On motion of Mr Faylor, laid on the table for the present. 

The hour having arrived, the special order for the day, viz: 
A resolution from the Senate to adjourn the Legislatere en the 
4th of Feb. next, to meet again on the first Monday mm July, 
1856, taken up. 

Mr Trueheart offered the following amendment: Strike out 
4th and insert 15th of Feb. 

Mr Gaines offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment: Strike out Ist of July, and insert 4th Monday in 
October. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, amendments Jaig on the table. 

Mr. Pollock offered the following amendments: amend by 
striking out first Monday in July, and inserting 3rd Monday im 
November. ` 
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On motion of Mr. Taylor, laid on the table. 

Mr. Taylor moved the previous question. 

On motion of Mr. Latham a call of the House was ordered. 

Mr Locke moved to suspend the call—lost. 

On motion of Mr. Locke the Sergeant at arms was dispatch- 
ed for absentees. 

Mr Pettus moved to suspend the call—lost. 

Mr. Sayles moved to suspend the call—lost. 

Mr Rushing moved to suspend the call—lost. 

The House being full, except those excused, the call of the 
House was suspended. > 

Mr Middleton moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock P. M. 
the yeas and nays being demanded, the House refused to ad- 
journ by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs Arnold, Cleveland of Liberty, Crosby, La- 
tham, McCown, Middleton, Nickles, Ochiltree, Poag, Ran- 
dolph, Throckmorton, Waelder, Williams of San Augus- 
tine,—13. 

Nays—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Askew, Bonner, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of Bexar, Crabb, Dalrymple, Daucy, Dar- 
dea of Colorado, Darden of Gonzales, Dennis, Devereaux, 
Dickson Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, 
Green, Hale, Hooker, Juuker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, Locke, 
Martin, of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, 
Merrick, Moore, Norton, Owings, Parker of A. Parker of T., 
Pettus, Pollock, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Selman 
Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stout, 
Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Trueheart, West, White, Williams 
of Lamar, Witt, Wood, Worsham—62. 

‘On motion of Mr. Latham a call of the Honse was ordered. 

Call suspended, and the motion for the previous question, 
withdrawn by Mr Taylor. 

Mr Parsons offered the following amendment ; 

Resalved, That both Houses of the Legislature adjourn sine 
die on the first dav of March next. 

Mr Ector moved to lay said amendment on the table, the 
yeas and nays being demanded, the same was laid on the table 
by the following vote : l 

Yeas—Messrs Ardrey, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Busby, Cleve- 
land of B. Crabb, Dalrymple, Daney, Darden of C. Dennis, 
Devereaux, Dickson, Ector; Ellison, Francis, Green, Hale, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of 
Lavaca, McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Moore, 
Norton, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Pettus, Reeves, 
Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Sherwood, Smith of H’s, Smith of 
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Hn, Sullivan Taylor, Trueheart, West, White, Williams of 
Lamar, Witt, Worsham—56. 

Nays—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Brown, Charlton, 
Cleveland of L. Crosby, Darden of G. Davis; Dougherty 
Gaines, Gay, Latham, Martin of H. McCown, Middleton, 
Nickles, Parsons, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Run— 
nels, Shaw, Smith of Newton, Stout; Tarlton, Tarver, Throck- 
morton, Tompkins, Waelder; Williams of San Augustine, 
Wood—33. 

Mr Moore offered the following amendment: 

Resolved, (The Senate concurring) the two Houses of the 

‘Legislature will adjourn sine die on the first Monday in 
March 1856. : 

Mr Ector moved to lay said amendment on the table; the 
yeas and nays being demanded, the same was laid-on the table 
by the following vote: . 

Yuas—Messrs Ardrey; Askew, Bell, Bonner, Busby, Cleve- 
land of B., Crabbe, Dancy, Darden of Colorado; Dennis, Deve- 

reaux, Dickson, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Green, Hale, Hooker, 
Junker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, Locke; Martin of Lavaea;, 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Norton; Owings, Par- 
ker of A., Parker of T., Pettus, Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, Sel- 
man, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Sullivan, 
Taylor, Trueheart, West, White, Williams of Lamar, Witt, 
Worsham—4s8. . l 

Nays—Messrs Speaker; Adrian, Arnold, Brown, Charlton, 
Cleveland of Liberty, Crosby, Darden of G. Davis, Dougherty; 
Gaines,Gay, Latham, Martin of H., McCown, Middleton, Moore, — 
Nickles, Parsons, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Run- 
hels, Shaw, Smith of Newton, Stout, Tarlton, Tarver, Throck- 
morton, Tompkins, Waelder, Williams of San Augustine, 
Wood—384. 

Mr Throckmorton offered the following amendment. 

Strike out “first Monday in July” and insert “first Monday 
in May.” i 

Mr, Taylor nioved to lay said amendment on the table. 
ae Cleveland of Liberty, called for a division of the quese 
tion. 

The question being to lay on the table, that part of the amend- 
ment, which proposes to strike ont the “Ist Monday in July,” 
the yeas and nays being demanded, the ‘same was laid on the 
table by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs Ardrey, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Busby, Cleve- 
land of B., Crabb, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of O., Dennis, 
Devereaux, Dickson, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Green, Hale, 
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Hooker, Junker, King, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of Lavaca, 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, 
Norton, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Pettus, Reeves 
Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selinan, Sherwood 
Smith of Hs, Smith of H’n, Smith of Newton, Sullivan, Tay- 
lor, ‘'rueheart, West, White, Williams of Lamar, Witt, Wood, 
Wotsham—d4. 

Nays—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Charlton, Cleveland 
of L. Crosby, Darden of G. Davis, Dougherty, Gaines, Gay, 
Kittrell, Latham, Martin of H., Nickles, Parsons, Poag, Pollock, 
Randolph, Shaw, Tarlton, Tarver, Throckmorton, Waelder, 
Williams of San Augustine—25, - 

| Mr Lawhon offered the following amendment: 
Resolved, That both Houses of the Legislature adjourn sine 
die on the 15th of February next. . i 
Mr Ector moved to lay the amendment on the table, the yeas 
and nays being demanded, the same was laid on the table by 
the following vote: i - 
| Yusas—Messrs Ardrey, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Brown, Busby, 
Oléveland of B., Crabb, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden 
of G., Dennis, Devereaux, Dickson, Ector, Ellison, Francis, 
Gay, Green, Hale, Junker, King, Locke Martin of Lavaca, 
McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton 
Norton, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of 'T., Reeves, Runnels, 
Rushing, Saylés, Selman, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Sullivan, Taylor, Trueheart, West, White, Williams 
of L, Witt, Worsham—5l. : 
Nays—Messts Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Cleveland of L., 
Crosby, Davis, Dougherty, Gaines, Hooker, Kittrell, Latham, 
Lawhon, Martin of Henderson, Nickles, Parsons, Pettus, Poag, 
| Polloek, Randolph, Richardson, Shaw, Smith of Newton, Stout, 
Tarlton; Tarver, Throckmorton, Waelder, Williams of San An- 
gustine, Wood-=99. : i 
Mr. Middleton moved the previous question, which motion, 
was duly seconded. 
On motion of Mr Adrian a call ef the House was ofdered. 
Mr Poag moved to adjourn until 8 o’cloek, Pp M—lost. 
Call suspended. | 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill (originating in the Senate) for 
the relief of Elijah B. Thomas and Elisha Thomas, and of the 
passaze of the following bill (originating in the House). 
A bill for the relief of ‘Thomas D. Cayce, and Sarah White. 
A bill to create the county of Bandera. 
A bill to create the county of Kerr. 
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Also that the Senate had concurred in the amendment of 
the House, to a bill to create the County of Comanche.’ ` 

The y eas and ee being demanded the main question wag 
then ordered by t he following vote : ; 

Yeas—Mesars Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bell, Bonner, Busby, Cleveland of B., Crabb, Darden of C, 
Dickson, Ector, Ellison. Francis, Green, "Tal le, Hooker, Junker 
King, Kittrell, ‘Locke, Martin of Lx McClanahan, McMillin 
Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, 
Parker of T., Reeves Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Sherwood, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stont, Sallivan, Taylor, 
Trueheart, Waelder, West, Williams, of Lamar, Witt, Worsh- 
am—49. 

Nays—Messrs Brown, Cleveland of Liberty, Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Dougherty, Gaines, Gay, 
Latham, Lawhon, Martin. of H. , McCown, Nickles, Parker of 
on Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Richar dson, Run- 

s, Shaw, ‘Smith of Ny Tarlton, ‘Fhrockmorton, White, Wil- 
ee of San Augustine, Wood—30. 

‘The main question being to concur in the resolution, the 
yeas and nays being demanded, the same was concurred in by 
the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs Ardrey, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Busby, Cleve- 
land, of B., Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden, of Colorado, 
Dennis, Devereaux, Dickson, Ector, Ellison, Vraneis, Green, 
Hale, Hooker, J unker, Kittrell, King, Locke, Martin, of Lavaca, 
McClanahan, MeMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Norton, Parker, of 
A., Parker, of Ta Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, ‘Selman, "Sherwood, 
Smith, of HPs., Smith, of Hn, , Sullivan, Taylor, T hroekmorton, 
Tr neheart, West, White, W liams, of Lamar, Worshum—46. 

Navs— Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Brown, Charlton, 
Cleveland, of Liberty, Crosby, Darden, of Gonzales, Davis, 
Dongherty, Gaines, Gay, Latham, Lawhon, Martin, of Hender- 
son, ‘McCown, Melton, Moore, } Nickels, Ochiltree, Owings, Par- 
sons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, 
Shaw, Smith, of Newton, Stout, Tarlton, Tompkins, Waelder, 
Williams, of San Augustine, Witt, Wood—37. 

Mr West moved to reconsider the vote just taken, 

Mr Sayles moved the previous question. 

Mr Poag meved to adjourn nntil 3 o'clock, ». m. Lost. 

On motion a call of the House was ordered. 

Oall suspended. 

Mr Throckmorton moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock, P. m.— 
Lost. 


‘The motion for the previous question was then duly sec onded 
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Mr Ochiltree moved to adjourn until 10 o’ctock, a. x. to—mor- 
row—lost. > ne gi ot oo 

The yeas and nays being demanded, the main question was 
then ordered by the following vote : ! 

Yras-—Mesgsrs Speaker, Ardrey, Arnotd, Askew, Bell, Bon— 
ner, Busby, Cleveland, of B.. Crabbe, Dalrymple, Darden, of ©, 
Devereanx, Dickson, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Green, Hale, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell. Locke, Martin, of H., Martin, 
of L, McClanahan, McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, 
Norton, Ochiltree, Parker, of A., Parker, of T., Reeves, Richard- 
gon, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Sherwood, Smith, of H’s., Smith 
of H’n., Stout, Sullivan, Taylor, Trueheart, Waelder, West, 

illiams, of Lamar, Witt, Worsham—51. 
| Naxys—Messrs Adrian, Brown, Charlton, Cleveland, of Lib- 
| erty, Crosby, Daney, Darden of Celotado, Davis, Dougherty, 
Gaines, Gay, Latham, Lawhon, McCown, Melton, Nickles, 
| Owings, Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Runnells, 
| Shaw, Smith of Newton, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Tompkins, 
White, Williams, of San Augustine, Wood—31. o 

The main question being to reconsider the vote concurring 
| in the resolution—the yeas and nays being demanded, the 
| House refused to reconsider said vote, by the following vote: 
| Yxras-—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Brown, Chariton, 
| Cleveland, of Liberty, Crosby, Dancy, Darden, of G. Davis, 
| Dougherty, Gaines, Gay, Latham, Lawhon, Martin, of Hender- 
| son, McCown, Melton, Moore, Nickels, Ochiltree, Owings, Par- 
sons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, 
Shaw, Smith of Newton, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Tompkins, 
Waelder, Williams of San Augustine, Witt, Wood.—38. 

Nays—Messrs. Ardrey, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Busby, Cleve» 
land of B., Crabbe, Dalrymple, Darden of Colorado, Dennis, 
Devereanx, Dickson, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Green, Hale, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of Lavaca, Mce- 
Clanaha, McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Norton, Parker of 
A., Parker of T., Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Sherwood, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Sullivan, Taylor, True- 
heart, West, White, Williams of Lamar, Worsham.—44. 

Mr. Green moved to adjourn until to-morrow, 10 o’clock, A. 
M., the yeas and nays being demanded, the House refused to 
‘adjourn by the following vote: ` . 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Askew, Charlton, Davis, 
Green, Latham, McCown, Nickles, Ochiltree, Parsons, Rich- 
ardson, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Waelder, West, White—17. 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Bonner, Brown, Busby, 
Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crabbe, Cr osby, Dalrymple 
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Dancy, Darden of Colorado, Darden of Gonzales, Dennis, 
Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gay, Hale, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of H., Martin 
of L., McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Ow- 
ings, Parker of A., Parker ot T., Pettus, Pollock, Reeves, Run. 
nels, Rushing, Selman, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Stout, Sullivan,-Taylor, Trueheart, Williams of San 
Augustine, Wood, Worsham—52. 


On motion the House adjourned uutil 4 o'clock P. M. 


. 4 o’clock P. M. 

Iiouse met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, i 9 

The motion to reconsider the vote adopting a resolution on 
yesterday, changing the order of business, was taken from the 
table. 

Mr Tarlton moved the previous question, which metion being 
duly seconded, the main question was ordered, 

The. main question being to reconsider said vote, the yeas 
and nays being demanded, the House refused to reconsider 
the same by the following vote : 

Yuas—Messrs. Askew, Bell, Bonner, Charlton, Dickson, 
Green, Hooker, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., McClanahan, 
McCown, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Parker of A., 
Parker of T., Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Smith of N., True- 
heart, Williams of Lamar, Witt, Wood—25. E l 

Nays—M essrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, © 
Busby, Crabbe, Crosby, Dalrymple, Daney, Darden of C., 
Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Ector, Ellison, 
Francis, Gaines, Gay, Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, 
Nickles, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Pollock, Rich- 
ardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
Taylor, Throckmorton, Waelder, West, Williams of San 
Augustine, Worsham—49. 

Mr. Tarlton (by leave) offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That no member, shall be, hereatter allowed to ad- 
dress this House on any bill or resolution for more than 10 min- 
utes, and no member shall be allowed to discuss any point of 
order. Should any gentleman raise a point of order, it shall be 
decided by the Speaker without debate, and if an appeal is 
taken from the decision of the Speaker, said appeal shall be de 
cided by the House without debate. l 
_ Mr. Owings moved tolay the resolution on the table—the 
yeas and nays being demanded, the House refused to lay the 
same on the table bv the following vote: 
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Yras—Messrs, Askew, Bell, Crosby, Dancy, Darden of Gon, 
zales, Darden of Colorado, Davis, Ellison, Green, King, Nickels- 
Norton, Ochiltree, Poag, Randolph, Richardson, Shaw, Sher~ 
wood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Newton, Sullivan, Throckmor— 
ton, Williams of San Augustine—23. 
|  Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, 
| Brown, Basby, Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dennis, Devereaux, Dick- 
| son, Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Hale, Hooker, 
| Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin of H., McClanahan, 
| McCown, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Owings, Par- 
| ker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Reeves, Run- 
| nels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Smith of Harrison, Tarlton, 
| Taylor, Truehart, Waelder, West, Williams of Lamar, Witt, 
| Wood, Worsham—5l. 
| Mr Owings moved to reconsider the vote just taken—lost. 
Mr Throckmorton moved to amend the resolution, by strik- 
| ing out all after the words, “ten minutes.” 

On motion of Mr Ector, laid on the table, 

| Mr Ardrey moved to adjourn until to-morrow, at 10 o’clock, 
£ A. M.—lost. . 

| Mr Ector moved to adjourn until 74 o’clock, P. M.—lost. 

| My Ector moved the previous question, which motion being 
| duly seconded, the main question was ordered. 

| The main question being upon the adoption of the resolution, 
| the same was put, and the resolution adopted. 


Mr Askew obtained leave of absence until the 4th of Feb. 


| Next. 

| Mr. Locke, of the joint committee on enrolled bills, reported 
| correctly enrolled, properly signed, and this day presented to 
i the Governor for his approval, the following bills: 

| A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Jones. - 

| <A bill to change the name of Susan P. Cannon, to Susan P. 
| Cook, 

| A bill to authorize and require the County Courts of the 
| county of Brazoria, to establish, discontinue, and.regulate pub— 
lie and private roads in said county, and to cause public roads 
| and bridges to be constructed, and kept in good repair. 

| On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow, at 10 
| clock, A. M. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, January 24th, i886. | 
House met putsuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
| present. 
. Is 


- 
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Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

A Message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, originating in the 

enate z 

A bill to provide for the liquidation and settlement of certain 
Meritorious claims therein named, 

A bill to amend the 7th section of an act to provide for the 
payment of six companies of miounted volnnteers, that were 
mustered ito the service of the State of Texas on the Ist day of 
November, 1854, under requisition of Brevet Major General 
Persifer F. Smith, and to pay the expenses incurred by said 
companies, approved 14th January, 1856. 

A bill for the relief of George H. Burroughs. 

A bill for the reliefof A. M. Clare. _ 

A bill to change the time of holding courts in the 10th and 
14th Judicial Districts. 

A. bill for the relief of 8. A. White. 

A bill to define the 1st Judicial District, and to fix the time 
of holding the District Courts therein; and of the passage of a 
bill, (originating in the House) to incorporate the Washington 
County Railroad Company, with amendments, ` 

Also, a message, informing the House of the passage, by the 
Seuate, ofa bill to incorporate the Henderson and Barkville 
Railroad, notwithstanding the objections of the Governor there- 
to; and transmitting said bill, and the message of the Governor, 
as follows: 

ExECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Avsrin, Texas, January 18th, 1856. 
Gentlemen of the Senate, 
and House of Representatives : 

I return herewith to the Senate, in which it omginated, “An 
Act amending and supplementary to an act to incorporaté the 
Henderson and Burkeville Railroad.” This charter was granted 
on the 10th of February, 1852, and attthorized the construction 
of a railroad from the town of Henderson, in Rusk county, 
through Shelby and San Augustine counties to Burkeville— 
The road was to be commenced within two years, and if not 
eompleted within five years, the charter was to be null. The 
company were to have eight sections of land fer each mile of 
road constructed. 

On the 27th of January, 1854, this charter was amended and 
the compeny was authorized to construct its road, commencing 
on Galveston Bay or west side of Sabine Lake, thence running 
{not further west of the Sabine, and in latitude 31, than fifty 
miles) through the town of Nacogdoches, then through the 
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town of Mount Enterprise to the town of Henderson, in Rusk 
county, by such route as the company might deem most ad- 
visable.- ‘The road was to be commenced within two vears 
from the 27th of January, 1854, and twenty-five mites to be 
accomplished within three years. ‘The powers granted by this 
charter are Similar to those granted by all the other Railroad 
charters of the State, with the exception of that of the Missis- 
sippi and Pacific Railroad: it contains uo provision requiring 
the payment of any portion of its stock previous to the organi- 
zation of the company. 

So far as Tam able to learn, no work has ever been done by 
this Company, and I cannot learn that any part of its capital 
stock has ever been paid. Ft is certain that no report of its 
organization or of its proceedings, capital stock, &c., has ever 
been made, as required by our general railroad law. 

This act now proposes to change the corporate name of the 
company and to extend the provisions of “an act to encourage 
the construction of railroads in Texas by donations of land, ap- 
proved the 30th of Jannary, 1854,” and commonly called the 
Sixteen Section Law, to the company for the period of one year 
from this time. It grants the company some other rights and 
privileges, but imposes no responsibilities or restriction upon 
the stockholders beyond what was contained in the original 
and amended charter, except that it requires ali elections for 
oflicers of the company to be held in this State. The approval 
of this act must necessarily commit the State at least during the 
continuance of the present Legislature, to an eatension of 
similar relief to all the railroad companies that have heretofore 
been chartered, whenever they apply for it, although they have 
not paid in a dollar of their stock, nor done any work under 
their charter, and will most likely lead to the grant of new 
charters of a like character to those heretofore granted. 

It is now generally admitted, throughout the State, that our 
past Legislature in regard to railroad charters has been hasty 
and imperfect. They have been granted to Individuals for their 
own benefit with large and undefined powers: and privileges, 
without imposing any responsibility whatever upon the stock- 
holders, and have in many instances been used by the corpo— 
rations for purposes of private speculation, without any regard 
to the wants and interests of those sections of the State. They 
were ostensibly intended to benefit what has heretofore been 
done under charters with powers and privileges like this, may 
continue to be done, and it is our duty to remedy this evil as 
far as it can be done. 
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Í think the public interest demands a reform in our Legisla. 
ture in regard to railroad charters. If those who apply for 
thèm are unable or unwilling to subscribe and pay for stock, 
they h ave no just claim for them, and it is an idle and useless 
business to grant them. The time has arrived when we should 
adopt a sound and healthy system in regard to corporations; 
their powers and privileges should be limited and accurately 
defined. They should no longer be allowed to organize. with- 


‘out capital. Such restrictions and responsibilities should be 


imposed on the stockholders as will protect the rights of the 
public and guard individuals dealing with them from im- 
position. : 

In a communication sent to you at an early period ‘of your 
session, I stated that “I was unwilling that any new charters 
shoutd be granted to individuals for their own benefit; if new 
charters were necessary, such routes should be selected as the 
wants and business of the country may require; their points of 
comMencement and termination should be designated, and 
charters should be granted to commissioners who should be 
required to open books for the subscription of stock, after giving 
public notice. No-subscription should be received unless five 
per cent, thereof was paid at the time of subscribing, and when- 
ever the per centage on the capital stock subscribed should 
amount to one hundred thousand dollars, the commissioners 
should be authorized to call a meeting of the subscribers and 
have an election for officers, after which the subscribers should 
become a corporation with all such powers as are set forth in 
the charter. 

“The commissioners should have no right under the charter 
except as trustees for the benefit of the subscribers, when they 
organize and become a corporation, and should be liable to a 
heavy penalty for receiving subscriptions of stock without the 
payment of five per cent. thereof in cash. The corporations 
thus organized should have authority from time to time to re- 
ceive further subscription to its capital stock to the ful? amount 
thereof, after giving public notice, the subscribers, in all cases, 
paying 5 per cent. of their stock at the time of subscribing.” 

I have seen no reasons to change these opinions ; on the con- 
trary subsequent reflection has greatly strengthened them, and 
they apply with equal force to the extension of the charters of 
these companies which have not commenced work, and exbibit 
no evidence showing that they have any capital stock subseribed 
and paid in. 


The restrictions here proposed are by no means onerous, and 
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it is very certain that a company which cannot command at 
jeast one hundred thousand dollars to commence. with, can 
never obtain credit or build a railway of the length contem- 
plated by this charter. ‘I'hese considerations have induced me 
to withhold my approval from this act, and to return it to you 
for your reconsideration. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, rule suspended, and a bill (Senate) 
to incorporate the college of DeKalb, taken up, and passed to 
a third reading, rule suspended, read third time and passed by 
a two-third vate, as follows: 

Yras—Messts, Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, 
Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Crabbe, Crosby, 
Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, 
Devereaux, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Fr ancis, 
Gaines, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Law- 
hon, Locke, Martin of HL, Martin of L., McClanahan, McCown, 
McMillin. Melton, Merrick, Mıddleton, Moore, Ochiltree, Ow- 
ings, Parker of Å., Parker of Tọ Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, 
Reeves, Richardson, Runnels; Rashing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, 
Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., 
Stout, Sallivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trueheart, 
Waelder, West, White, Williams of L:, Williams of San Augus- 
tine, Witt, Wood, Worsham—72. 

Nay—Mr Poag. 

On motion of Mr Chariton, Mr Tarver obtained leave to rea 
cord his vote against the Senate’s resolution of adjournment. 

On motion of Mr MeClanahan. rule suspended, anda bill to 
incorporate Annberter Lodge, No. 42, of the I. QO. of O. F., 
together with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, 
recommending the passage of the same, with an amendment, 
taken up, £ and amendment concurred in; bill as amended or- 
dered to be engrossed ; rule suspended ; read 3rd time and 
passed by a two-third vote, as follows: 

Yeras— Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Brown, Busby, 
Charlton, Cleveland of B., Crabbe, Dalrymple, Darden of C., 
Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Devereaux, Dickson, Dougherty, 
Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, 
Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, ‘Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., 
Martin of L., ‘McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Mer- 
rick, Middleton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A. , Parker of T., 
Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, 
Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harrison, Tarlton, 
Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Waelder, West, White, 
Williams of L., Williams of S. A., Witt, Wood, Worsham—66. 

Navs—None. 


gk =e 


a 


ak 


2 wiri AE RoE he 


470 


Mr Ardrey (by leave) introduced a bill to establish a code of 
Criminal Procedure for the State of Texas; read 1st time by 
caption, 

Mr Sayles, (by leave) a bill to establish a Penal Code for the 
State of Texas; read Ist time by caption. | 

Mr Sayles (by leave) offered the following resolution > 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the 
Speaker, to whom shall be referred the report of the ¢ommis— 
sioners appointed to prepare a code, &c., together with the 
Penal Code, the code of Criminal Procedure, atd the Revised 
Statutes, and said committee shall have power to-sit during the 
recess of the Legislature and shall report at the adjourned’ ses- 
ston—lost. 

The rule was then suspended, and the bills to establish a 
code of Criminal Procedure, and a Penal Code, were read 2nd 
time by caption, and referred to the select committee on the 
Penal Code, 

Mr Junker (by leave) introduced a bill to incorporate the 
town of Angusta; read first time; rule suspended; read 2nd 
time bv caption and referred to the coinmittee on State Affairs. 

Mr MéCown (by leave) presented the petition of Alfred S. 
Thurmond for relief; referred to the committee on claims and 
accounts. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr Brown, one of the committee of the two Houses, appointed 
to examine the Auditor’s, Comptroller’s and Treasurer’s offices, 
submitted the following report: i 

The joint committee appointed by the two Houses of the Le- 
gislature to examine the Auditor’s, Comptroller’s and Treasurer's 
offices, submit the following report, to wit: 

That after the most rigid and strict examination under the 
resolution ofthe two Houses of the Legislature, we can say that 
every dollar with which the Treasurer is properly chargeable is 
on hand, safely deposited in the vaults of the Treasury, that the 
books are properly kept and so arranged that it is an easy mat- 
ter to refer to any and every item npon them. The committee 
had no reason to suppose that they would not find all the money 
on hand, but regarded it their duty to ascertain the fact be- 
yond a doubt, which they have done by handliag and counting 
every dollar of the money, and examining careiully the assets, 
and the correctness of the Treasurer’s Report respecting these 
funds. Within the last two years several thousand dollars have 
been disbursed by that officer, and several millions have bene 
an his hands, and we think it but justice to the Treasurer, Mr. 
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James H. Raymond, to say that we think the money of the’ 


State in the hands of a safe man, and with the co-operation of 
the Comptroller, Mr. James B.'Shaw, we are satisfied that 
about three thousand dollars have been saved to the State by 
the sale of the interest coupons of the United States indemnity 
bonds in this market, instead of sending an agent twice a year 
to Washington City to collect them, to say nothing of the risk 
the State would necessarily run in sending such agent after the 
money so great a distance with so many possibilities of loss, 
Your committee have also examined the office of the Comp- 
troller, and find that the business of that office is performed with 
immense labor, is complicated, diversified to some extent, and 
that no one could perform its duties who was not well qualified, 
yet everything is So well arranged that those acquainted with 


its business can easily ascertain anything connected with it, | 


and explain all of it to the satisfaction of others. This office 
with that of Auditor, operates as a check upon the Treasurer, 
and he cannot legally pay any money out of the Treasury 
without.the warrant of the Auditor and Comptroller for the 
same, consequently, no Money can be drawn from the Treasury 
improperly with any legal showing, unless connived at by both 
of those officers, as their booksalways correspond if the business 
is correctly transacted. The Comptroller has furnished the 
committee with the following statement: 

Total amount of cash to be accounted for by James H. Ray- 
mond, Treasurer, on the 7th day of December, 1855, viz: 
In U: S. Bonds for disbursement, `. $1,575,000 00 

A « Special School Fund, . «+ 2,000,000 00 


ate 


a ** General School Fund, . . 53,000 00 
Total U. S. Bonds, . +  « $8,628,000 00 

In specie for disbursement, . $39,748,14 

es General School Fund, 75,668,19 

n Special do.» do. 114,529,71 

s County Taxes, . . 13,198,84 

si Fees of Asses’rs & Col.,- 802,56 

ja R. R. Tax Bexar co, . 768,52 

j Settlement of Estates, 10,444,22 

i Escheats, . . . . . - 280,40 
Total Specie, ; ‘ $255,390 5S 
In promissory notes of estates, public debt, -. 1,025 21 
Add the receipts for November, . 3 . 2,204 49 
46 e « December, to date, . : 28 10 


Which makes a sum total of ž . . $8,586,850 3% 
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To meet this the committee found in the vaults of the Treasury : 


In the U. S. indemnity bonds, . . . $8,628,000 00 
In Gold and Silver coin, .  $187,301,26 
Tn receipts, pay of members to date, 18,599,50 
In miscellaneous amounts paid ont, 5,321,58 
In contingent expenses of Legisla- : 


ture to date, i i ; 3,547,97_ 
In pay warrants for November, 10,098,64 
In public debt, . : ; 4 915,42 
In Treasury warrants for Dee. 29,044,014 


ry 


Total in promiscuous funds, f $258,808 38 


_— 


Which makes a grand total of . . $8,886,808 38 


We find that eight clerks are now constantly employed in 
this department, one in the Treasurer’s Office, and seven in the 
Comptroller’s Office. The Comptroller is by law required to 
compare the Assessors returns with the abstract of Titles fur- 
nished him from the General Land Office, as well as to furnish 
the Assessors of the various counties with a statement of the 
Jands which are situated in their respective counties, owned by 
non-residents, upon which the taxes have not been assessed or 
paid, and it appears that the abstract above alluded to cannot 
be furnished in due time by the Land Office, because the Comp- 
troller has not a proper clerical force to put there for that pur- 
pose. We are therefore constrained to recommend that he be 
authorized to employ one draftsman and two additional clerks 
for one year, to enabie him to have the abstract prepared, and 
the Assessors books compared with the same. 

Under the present law, the fiscal year euds on the last day of 
October in each year, and the Legislature meets on the first 
Monday in November, once in two years. It will be remem- 
bered that all the officers of the State are required to make their 
reports to the Governor, and through him they are- submitted 
to the Legislature; and it will be observed that there is now 
only a few days between the end of the fiscal year and the 
meeting of the Legislature, consequently the officers of this 
department cannot make their reports until some time after the 
session of the Legistature has commenced. This, we think, 
ought to be altered, so that the reports of the different offices 
can be made out to the Governor before the session of the Le- 
gislature, and in order to accomplish this end we respectfully 
recommend that the law be so changed as to make the fiscal 
year end on the last day of September instead of October. 
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We find that the officers of this department have been cen- 
sused by some of our citizens respecting the course which they 
have pursued in disposing of the interest coupons before.referred 
to in this report. This matter has been carefully examined 
into by your committee, by testing the value of the coupons in 
this market, by calling merchants and others before us, and by 
examining the books of S. M. Swenson, through whom most of 
them have been disposed of, and we are led to the conclusion 
that the prejudice has been created by improper impressions 
originating possibly from competition among merchants, tra- 
ders, and others; and that there isno good grounds of com- 
plaint against the officers upon this subject, and can see no rea- 
son for advising any change respecting the manner of disposing 
of this species of our funds, so long as there is no loss to the 
State by discount upon them. 

Your committee also find, upon a close examination of the 
appropriations by previous Legislatures for the construction 
and furnishing the State capitol, that the laws made the appro- 
priations out of the United States bonds, or the proceeds thereof; 
these bonds are worth a premium of six per cent, and draw five 
per cent interest, which is payable semi-annually ; and if an 
appropriation of $100,000 was made out of the proceeds of 
these bonds, and the officers disbursing the money under ghat 
law was to put a construction upon it, that would carry the 
premium and interest with it, or the bonds with the interest 
and premium, instead of selling the bonds for the premium and 
retaining it with the interest in the Treasury, such appropri- 
ation would amount to $106,000 by counting the premium 
alone, and if the money was not paid out Immediately the in- 
terest would increase it at the rate of $416,662 per month.— 
This construction was placed by the. officers of this department 
upon the three appropriations made for the capitol, amounting 
in all fo $175,000. We find that the sum of $184,227 
08 has been paid out, except S684 68, which ts considered due 
and although from the books they show clearly that all of it 
has been paid out tor the objects for which the original appro- 
priation was made, we cannot agree with the officers in the con- 
struction which they have put upon the law, and we deem it 
our duty to call the attention of the Legislature to the fact, in 
case that appropriations hereafter made may not be doubtful 
as to their meaning. 

We submit the following bill to change the fiscal years as 
above indicated, and ask that the same may be passed into a 
law. All of which is respectfully submitted to the considera» 


tion of the Legislature. 48 
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Mr. Ardrey, one of the committee made the following report: 

E concur in the opinion of the majority of the committee, 
except as to the interpretation placed by them upon the act of 
appropriation of the United States Bonds for the eonstruetion 
of the capitol building. JI have examined the Act of the Le- 
gislature making the appropriation with a good deal of eare, 
and I am oʻ opinion that it was the duty of the Treasurer, and 
that he could have been compelled to pay the bonds to the con- 
tractors without reference to their marketable value, and that 
it was not an act of appropriation of so much money, but a 
specific appropriation. 

Mr Parker of ‘Tarrant, chairman of the committee on State 
affairs, to whom was referred a Joint resolution that the Gover- 
nor be authorized to exchange with the general Goverement 
the Muskets now due the State, for Mississippi Rifles or Colts 
Revolvers, reported the same back with the following amend- 
ment, and recommend its passage. ` 

Provided the Governor shall think the exchange to be for the 
interest of the State, and that this resolution take effeet from 
and-after its passage. 

Mr Parker of Tarrant, chairman of the committee on the 
State affairs, to whom was referred an aet to imeorporate the 
tow of Bellville, with a remonstrance &c. Reported the same 
back to the House, with the following amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage.. l 

In Section 9th on fortieth line, strike out after the words 
“any one year” the balance of the section; also strike out en- 
tirely section 14th. y 

Mr Parker of Tarrant, chairman of the committee on State 
affairs, to whom was referred the petitionof sundry citizens of 
Gonzales, asking that the county court of Gonzales county be 
authorized to appropriate out of the county Tax a sam not ex- 
ceeding twelve hundred dollars, for the purpose of enclosing 
the Male and Female College of that place and ornamenting the 
grounds with shrub trees, reported the same back to the House 
and recommended its indefinite postponement. ' 

Mr Ardrey, of the same committee, to whom was referred an 
act to incorporate the town of Montgomery, reported the bill 
back to the House, and recommended its passage. 

Mr Ardrey, of the same committee, also made the following 
report: 

Fhe committee on State affairs, to whom have been referre 
the petitions of Mrs. Rosina Sterne and fifty other ladies of the 
eity of Nacogdoches, and also of sundry citizens of Nacogdo- 
ches county, both praying for the passage of a prohibotory 
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liquor law, for the town of Naeogdoches, and within five miles 
of said town, have, had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report: 

That said committee, during the present session of the Legis- 
lature have had the subject of intemperance, and the various 
means suggested for the correction of its evils, under their care- 
ful consideration, and have had the various remedies very fully 
and thoroughly discussed before them ; and the result of that dis- 
cussion and investigation, have resulted in the committee having 
prepared a bill for a general law, which they think is the only 
one which public opinion and the wishes of the people will 
sanction and which can be enforced. It is the opinion of the 
committee that if that bill is passed into a law that the petition- 
ers will have an ample remedy to correct the evils and abuses of 
which they complain as existing in their mdst. They therefore 
report the petitions back to the House and recommend their in- 
definite postponement. 

Mr White, of the committee on Public lands, to whom was 
referred Senate’s bill for the relief of Stephenson Archer, and 
John H. Cole; reported the same back and reoommended its 
passage. l l - 

Mr Shaw chairman of the committee on private land claims 
_ No. 1, to whom was referred Senate’s bill for the relief of John 
A. Wells, reported the same back to the House and recommended 
its passage. ` l 

Mr Shaw of the same committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of the Patrick O. Donnell for relef, reported a bill to 
the House for the relief of Patrick O. Donnell, and recommend- 
ed its passage. Bill read first time. 

Mr McCown chairman of the committee on military affairs, 
to whom was referred a bill to incorporate the Lone Star milita- 
ry company; and a bill to incorporate the Refugio minute com- 
pany, reported the same back to the House and recommended 
their passage. - 

Mr Dennis chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed, the following bills : 

_ An act defining the counties composing the third Judicial 
District and time of holding courts therein. 

An act to create the county of Llano. 

An act to create and organize the county of San Saba. 

Mr Smith chairman of the committee on public Debt, to 
whom was referred Senate’s bills for the relief of Com. E. W. 
Moore, and a bill directing the payment of certain public debt 
certificates therein named, reported the same back to the Housa 
and recommeded their passage. 
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Mr Locke, of the committee on Enrolled bills, reported the 
following bills correctly enrolled. + 

An act to create the county of Kerr. 

An act to incorporate Walker Lodge No. 19 of the I. O. O. F. 

An act to authorize the county court of Travis county to levy 
and collect a special tax; and An act to incorporate John M. 
Gibson Lodge No. 13 of the I. O. O. F. 

Mr Merrick chairman of the committee on county and coun- 
ty boundaries, made the following report: 

The committee on county and county boundaries, to whom 
was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Grimes and Mad- 
ison counties, praying the passage of a law to define and estab- 
lish the boundary line between ‘Grimes and Madisen counties, 
have had the same under consideration, and instruct me to re- 
port the accompanying bill and recommend its passage. Bill 
read first time. 

Mr Waelder chairman of the select committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of a number of eitizens of Castroville and 
Medina county, asking a change of the name of the town of Cas- 
troville made the following report: 

That they cannot see any good and sufficient reason for the 
change asked; that from the facts set forth in the petition no 
such reason appears : that they deem it impolitic to duplicate 
the names of towns already in existence; that sach a course 
would, as it frequently does, interfere with the postal arrangments 
of the country ; that no other town in the State or county bears 
the name of Castroville, and that this reason alone, if no other 

existed, is sufficient to retain the original name in the present 

instance. Therefore the committee instruct me to report back 

the petition and other papers, and recommend the- indefinite 
+ postponement of the subject. 

Mr Ochiltree chairman of the committee on Slaves and Slav- 
ery, made the following report: 

The commmittee on Slaves and Slavery, to whom was refer- 
red an act to permit certain persons of color freed, claiming to 
have been the property of Gabriel Moore late of ‘Alabama, to 
remain in the county of Harrison, State of Texas, for two years 
after the suit now pending in said county to establish their free- 
dom shall have been decided, together with a communica- 
tion from his Excellency, E. M. Pease, Governor &c., contain- 
ing his reasons for refusing to sign the same, and referring the 
same back to the Bouse for reconsideration, have given the 
reasons assigned by his Excellency that careful consideration 
which their “importance demands. The committee fully concur 
with his Excellency in the views set forth by him as regards the 
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volicy to be pursued by the State with regard to free negroes, 
Bat they think that the peculiar circumstances of the case now 
before us would anthorize a departure from the general princl- 
ples so ably contended for by his Excellency, and therefore 
have instructed me to report back the act and recommend its 
passage in the manner prescibed by the constitution. 

Mr Smith of Harris moved to suspend the rule, and take up 
said report. > 

Mr West moved to lay the motion on the 'table—carried. 

On motion of Mr Owings, a Senate bill amending and sup- 
plementary to an act to incorporate the Eienderson and Burk- 
ville Rail Road, together with the inessage of the Governor, 
giving his objections thereto, was taken up for reconsideration, 
and the said bill was reconsidered and passed by a two thirds 
vote as follows: 

Yuas.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Busby, 
Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crabb, Crosby, 
Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, 
Dickson. Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, 
Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, 
Locke, Martin of H., MaruuofL., MeCown, McMillin, Meitou, 
Middleton, Moore, Nickels, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A, 
Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Reeves, Richardson, 
Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Seiman, Shaw, Smith of H’s, Smith 
of H’n, Smith of N., Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, 
Truehart, Waelder, West, White, Williams of L., and Witt,—67. 

Nays.—Messrs. Ardrey, McClanahan, Peag, Randolph, 
Sherwood, Williams of S. A., and Wood,—7. 

The following communication from his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor was then read and referred to the committee on the Judi- 
clary, with instruction to report to-morrow morning. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, 


and House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith a communication from the Attorney 
General, to which I respectfully call your attention. He states 
that a recent act of the Legislature will cause the next term 
of the District Court of Galveston to conflict with the next 
session of the Supreme Court at Tyler, so that it will be im- 
possible for him to attend both of these courts. 

There are two suits in favor of the State pending in the Dis- 
trict court of Galveston county, one against Samuel M Wil- 
liams and others, the other against R & D G Mills, each for the 
recovery of fifty penalties of not less than two nor more than 
five thousand dollars, for issuing fifty notes to circulate as mo~ 
ney without authority of State. 
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It is made his duty to prosecute these suits in the Galveston 
Distriet Court, by the provisions of the law under which they 
were instituted, and he is also required by law to attend the 
Supreme court at Tylerand represent the interests of the State 
in all cases where the State isa party. 

As it will be impossible for him to be in attendance on both 
of these courts af tne same time, he suggests that provision be 
made forthe employment of special counsel to represent the 
State at the ensuing term of the District court of Galveston 
county, 

I concur fuily in his suggestion and recommend that a law be 
passed authorizing the employment of counsul to represent the 
State not only in the suits named by him but in all other suits’ 
entrusted specially to his care, whenever it shall be impossible 
for him to attend to them. ` , 

He also suggests that a sufficient contingent fund be placed 
at the disposition of the Attorney General to pay the necessary 
expenses of taking depositions procuring service of process -by 
publication and other charges that have to be paid in advance 
on suits brought by himself and the District Attorneys. l 

T also concur with him in this suggestion and recommend 
that a contingent fund of one thousand dollars be placed at his 
disposal annually for those objects. . 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of Liberty, the House proceed- 
ed to take up the business on the Speaker’s table and orders of 
the day. | 

In accordance with a resolution previously adopted, the roll 
being called, Mr Adrian called up the Senate-bill, giving the 
assent of Texas to “An Act to provide for the payment of cer- 
tain creditors of the late Republic of Texas, &c.” 

Qn motion the House adjourned until3 o’clock, P. m. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjourament—roll called—quorum 
present. l 

A Senate bill giving the assentof Texas to an Act to provide 
for the payment of certain creditors of the late Republic of 
Texas—again taken up. 

A call of the House was ordered—call suspended. 

Mr White, e¢ al by leave, made the following minority re- 
port of the Committee on Public Debt, reeommending amend- 
ments to the bill. " 
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Commirrre Room, 
Avastin, January 23, 1856. 
Yo Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker de., 

The minority of the Public Debt committee, dissent from the 
report of the majority on the Senate Bill, accepting the proposi- 
tion of the United States to pay the Public Debt of the late Re- 
public of Texas, for the following reasons, to-wit : 

First, because said bill was taken up out of its regular order 
and acted upon without being read before the committee, and 
that too when there was a bare quorum present, without any 
vestigation or examination whatever as to the provisions of 
said bill. And, also, because a bill relating to the same subject, 
had been offered in the House and refered to said committee, 
which should have beea acted upon and considered in connec- 
tion with said bill from the Senate, and which the minority de- 
sired should be done, in order that the whole subject might be 
fairly and impartially investigated. The impropriety of this 
action on the part of the committee, will be still more apparent 
| when it is recollected that the engrossment of the House-Bill 
| had been refused by a vote of that body, and by agreement, the 
| farther consideration of it. postponed until the 15th day of 
February next. . : 

The act of Congress proposes to pay out all the funds of 
Texas, now in her Treasury pro rata, among those of the credi- 
| tors who may come forward and file releases within a given time. 
|. Those who do not choose to receive a pro rata payment are not 
provided for. -Itis true they will get no part of the money, 
butit will not invalidate their claim against Texas. It is diffi- 
cult to determine with any degree of certainty, what portion of 
the debt will be entitled toa pro rata share of the money from 
anything to be gathered from the act of Congress. The report 
of the Secretary approved by the President, of the 13th of Sept, 
1251, is referred to as the rule to be governed by in the distribu- 
tion of ‘the money; but that report is ef such vague character 
as to render it exceedingly doubtful, what portion of the credi- 
tors are embraced in it. A few passages of said report are here 
quoted: By the act of the 7th of June, 1837, the Republic 
of Texas pledged her public faith for the redemption of every 


loan under that law, and also so much of the revenue arising ` 


from imports and direct taxation as may be necessary to meet 
the annual interest ofthe funded debt. Under this act as ap- 
pears by schedule, a loan was effected which, with its interest 
leaves out-standing on the first of July, 1856--$1,651,690 02. 

The terms of the law plainly secured by a pledge of import 
duties the payment of the interest which, in effect, is a special 
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pledge of duties on Imports for the payment of the interèst, 
which interest, while the fund set apart remains, is perpetially 
secured, This then is one of the loans coming within the pro 
vision referred to, releases of which shoula be filed in-the 
Treasury of the United States for all interest which has acerued 
or may accrue before the remaining five millions of stock can 
be issued to Texas.” The language of the Secretary seems to 
be clear, that releases for the interest alone are required. If 
so, the debt for the interest only will be entitled toa distribu- 
tive share of the money, leaving the principal unprovided for, 
Another clause of the Secretary’s report reads this: “The 
Public Debt, created under one of the acts of 5th of February 
1840, is stated In the schédule O., to. amount, with interest, up 
to ist July 1850, to the sum of $1,628,956 26. Ido not find 
any pledge in this act for the payment of either the principal 
or interest of this portion of the debt:” It would seem there- 
fore, that the debt embraced in schedule C., amounting to 
$1,628,956 26, will not be entitled to a pro rata payment out of 
the funds of Texas, proposed to be distributed by the U.8. for 
the act of Congress above, refers to that class of liabilities for 
which the revenues were pledged, as reported by the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury to the President of the U. S., and approved 
by him on the 18th day cf Sept. 1851. Other portions of the 
Secretary’s report are still more ambiguous. In schedule E.,he 
says: “The $2,586,546, may or may not fall within any of 
the laws before mentioned, as containing a special pledge.” 'The 
minorty of the committee cannot, from a careful examination 
of the whole subject, believe that the Legislature ought to ac- 
cept the proposition of the U. S., without such modifications or 
amendments as will fully explain the object and intention of 
the two contracting parties, that no misunderstanding may here: 
after exist, The interest of the State requires such a course and 
1t cannot reasonably be objected to by the U.S. 

In accepting the proposition of the U.S. Texas will lose 
over fifty per cent of the amount, which she considers justly 
due the creditors. The minority submits the following state— 
ment for strict scrutiny. Amount belonging to Texas in the U. 


. S. Treasury, exclusive of the claimset up by Gen. Rusk, is five 


millions of bonds with interest for five years past, and premium 
on said bonds at five per cent added to principal and interest, 
makes—$6,500,000 00. The entire debt of Texas,filed and unfil- 
ed, embraced in the auditorial report, (a part of which may have 
been redeemed at the Land office or lost, and will never be pre- 
sented for redemption) is stated at $4,467,800 88 deduct this 
sum from $6,500,000 00, and you have $2,032,199 12 clear loss, 
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besides the probable amount not filed’as above referred to—algo, 
$89,301,92 appropriated for frontier defence in 1852, which has 
never been refunded to Texas by the General Government, bnt 
which is required to be released by the act of Congress. The 
Janguage of that act is that Texas shall withdraw and abandon 
all claims and demands against the United States growing out 
of Indian depredations, or otherwise. l 
The minority of the committee are of the opinion, that two 
vital principles are involved in the acceptance of the proposi- 
tion. One is the surrender of the right of the State into the hands 
of the General Government, to determine liabi!ities of the State. 
. The other that it entirely unsettles the past policy of the State. 
The first, the minority will not now stop to discuss. The sec. 
ond, however, is important to this™report. That the pro-rata 
pay, as proposed, is an abandonment of the equitable adjust- 
ment which Texas has heretofore adopted, no one will undertake 
todeny. It is saying that our liabilties are all alike; that no 
, difference really exists between claims heretofore at 100 cents 
on the dollar, and those rated at 25 cents—that oneis worth just 
as much asthe other, and that we will now take from the 
one and allow an advance upon the other; that is to say, we 
have a certain amount of funds in the hands of the General 
Government, which we agree may be distributed by her to the 
creditors who hold bonds, or other evidences of debt, for which 
the revenues of the Republic of Texas were pledged, according 
to the report of the Secretary of the 'Freasury, pro rata, to those 
who file releases. The minority of the committee are at a loss 
to know upon what principle a prorata payment is to be adopt- 
ed. Is it based upon any principle, either in law or equity? 
The minority can believe it to be an exercise of power alone, 
without a semblance of justice to sustain it, The undersigned 
are of the opinion that there are but two modes by which a debtor 
ean discharge himself honorably—one is by complying with 
his contracts, and this he is bound to do unless he can show a 
good reason in equity (which is the other mode) for a departure 
from his contracts, and it is believed that the same principle will 


apply alike to Statesag to individuals. ‘Texas has heretofore en- 


deavored to act upon principles of equity with her creditors, 
allowing to every one a just equivalent with interest. If she 
| now abandons this policy, where can she stop with honor to 
| herself short of the full face of her contracts? This is the in- 
| evitable consequence, besides an immense amount of damages 
| tothose who have parted with their claims, at rates heretofore 
| fixed by the State; to instance: “A” claim was allowed at 25 
| ents on the dollar—he parts with it at that rate—we now. al- 
lo 
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low the same claim 78 cents to the present holders—will not À 
have been injured the difference between 25 and 78 cents, and 
that too by the action of the State ? e] 

The minority of the committee, in view of the whole subject, 
therefore recommend the rejection of the bill as reported by 
the majority, and that such action be had at as early a day as 
practicable by the Legislature, as will bring about a speedy set- 
tlement of the Public Debt,liberal to the creditors and‘ honora- 
able to the State. If, however, the majority of the Legislature 
are in favor of accepting the proposition of the U. S., the mi- 
nority of the committee, earnestly recommend the accompany. 
ing amendments to the Bill, as a security to the State against 
any misunderstanding of the subject in the future. 


FRANCIS M. WHITE, J.M. WOOD, - 
JAMES SHAW, DeWITT C. SMITH, 
Wm. M. WILLIAMS, M. L. MERRICK. 


lst AMENDMENT. Provided, That all claims for. money 
against the late Republic of Texas, embraced in the foregoing 
part of this act, which shall not be presented to the Treasury of 
the United States for allowance and pro rata payment, in accor- 
dance with the act of Congress, approved February 28th 1855, 
shall be forever barred: And should any portion of the monies 
appropriated by this act remain unclaimed in the Treasury of 
the United States, in consequence of a failure or neglect on the 
part of any person or persons to present his or their claim or 
claims, as required by said act of Congress, such monies shall 
remain in said Treasury Subject to the order of the State of 
Texas. : 
2d AMENDMENT. That the State of Texas hereby withdraws 
and abandons all claiins and demands against the United States, 
growing out of Indian depredations, or otherwise, previous to 
the annexation of Texas to the United States, with the under- 
‘standing on her part that the seven. millions seven hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, in this act mentioned, are given in con- 
-sideration ef indemnity to Texas, previous to that time, and for 
the five millions of bonds, interest and premium on the same. 
And it is hereby expressly declared that the State of Texas 
does not recognize that the general Government is bound in any 
way, to pay the debts of the late Republic of Texas, but that 
the same are of right, properly chargeable to the State of Texas, 
‘and that the above sum of seven millions seven hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, is properly the funds of Texas now in the 
“Treasury of the United States, and appropriated as such m good 
faith, for the purposes specified in this act. 
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On motion, rule suspended, and report and amendments taker 
| up=the question being upon the adoption of the report and 
| amendments, a call of the House was ordered. On motion 
| Messrs Bell, Tarver and Tompkins were excused from atten- 
| dance on the House on account of indisposition—call suspen- 
| ded. 

| Mr Ochiltree moved to lay the amendments of the minority 
| committee on the table —a division of the question was called 
| for; the question being upon the adoption or rejection ot the 
| first amendment, the yeas and nays were calléd for and stood 
| thus: 


| Busby, Cleaveland of B., Cleveland-of Liberty, Crabb, Crosby, 
| Dancy, Darden, of G., Davis, Dennis, Ector, Francis, Gaines, 
| Gay, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, McCown, Nichols, Nor- 
| ton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Pollock, Ruahing, Selman, 
| Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Snuth of Harrison, Sullivan, Tarl- 
| ton, Taylor, Trueheart, Waelder, West and Worsham—41. 
| Naxs—Messrs Bonner, Charlton, Dalrymple, Darden of O., 
| Dickson, Dougherty, Ellison, Green, Hale, Hooker, Lawhon, 
Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, MeMillin, 
Merrick, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Parker of A., Parker of T., 
Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Kichardson, Runnels, Sayles, 
Shaw, Smith of N., Stout, Throckmorton, White, Williams of 
| L., Williams of San Augustine, Witt and Wood—as. 
| So the first amendment was laid on the table. 
The question being upon laying the second amendment on 
| the table, the yeas and nays were called for and stood thus: 
| Yras—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Ardrey, Brown, 
| Busby, Cieveland, of B., Cleveland of L., Crabb, Crosby, Dancy, 
| Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Gay, 
| Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, McCown, Nichols, Norton, 
| Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Pollock, Rushing, Selman, Sher- 
| wood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
| Taylor, Trueheart, Walder, West and Worsham—41. 
| Nays—Messrs Bonner, Charlton, Dalrymple, Darden of C., 
| Dickson, Dougherty, Ellison, -Green, Hale, Hooker, Lawhon 
| Lock, Martin of H., Martia of L., McClanahan, McMillin, 
| Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Parker of T., Parker of 


| Sayles, Shaw, Smith of N., (Stout, Throckmorton, White, 

Williams of L., Williams of San Augustine, Witt and Wood 
| 38, 
| So the amendment was laid on the table—the question being 
} on passing the bill to a third reading, the yeas and nays were 
| called for, and stood thus: 


Yuas—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, | 


| A, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Richardgon, Runnels, - 


ë 
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= ‘Yxas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crabb, Crosby, Dancy, 
Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Ector, Frances, Gaines, Junker, 
King, Kittrell, Latham, McCown, Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, 
Owings, Parsons, Pollock, Rushing, Selman, Sherwood, Smith 
of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Sullivan, ‘Tarlton, Taylor, True- 
heart, Waelder, West, and Worsham—40. 

Nays—Messrs. Bonner, Charlton, Dalrymple, Darden of C., 
Dickson, Dougherty, Ellison, Green, Hale, Hooker, Lawhon, 
Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, McMillin, 
Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Parker of A., Parker of T., 
Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Sayles, 
Shaw, Smith of N., Stout, Throckmorton, White, Williams of 
L., Wiiliams of S. A., Witt, and Wood—38. 

So the bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Charlton the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read third time. The question being upon the passage of 
the bill, the yeas and nays were called for, and stood 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, 
Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crabb, Crosby, Dancy, Dar- 
den of G., Davis, Dennis, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Junker, King, 
Kittrell, Latham, McCown, Nickels, Norton, Owings, Parsons, 
Pollock, Rushing, Selman, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith 
of Harrison, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Trueheart, Waelder, 


West, and Worsham—38. 


Nays—Messrs. Bonner, Busby, Charlton, Dalrymple, Darden 
of C., Dickson, Dougherty, Ellison, Green, Hale, Hooker, Law- 
hon, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, MeMil- 
lin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Ochiltree, Parker of A, 
Parker of T, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Runnels, Rich- 
ardson, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of N., Stout, Throekmorton, White, 
Williams of L., Williams of S. A., Witt, and Wood—40. 

So the House refused to pass the bill. 

The following members did not vote, on account of an agree- 
ment to pair off, as follows: those in favor of the bil! were 
Messrs. Sted man, Neblett, Trigg, Tompkins, Gay, and Dever- 
eaux. .Those opposed to the bill, were Messrs. Bell, Burress, 

ay, Hines, Tarver, and Askew. 

n Motion the House adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 


10 o'clock. ° 
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Housr oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, January 25th, ’56. 

House met pursuant to adjournment, roll called, no quorum. 

On motion of Mr Adrian, a call ot the House was ordered. 
and the Sergeant at Arms dispatched for absentees. 

On motion of Mr Davis, call suspended. 

On motion of Mr Ector, a call of the House was ordered. 

Call suspended. 

Quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was then read and adopted. 

Mr Ochiltree moved to reconsider the vote refusing fo pass 
the Senate biil giving the assent of Texas to an act to provide 
. for the payment ofsuch creditors of the late Republic of Texas, 
as are comprehended in the act of Congress of Sept. 9, 1850, 
which was passed at the 2d session of the 83d Congress of the 
United States, and approved February 8, 1855. 

On motion of Mr Moore, a call of the Honse was ordered. 

Mr Charlton moved to suspend the cal]—lost. 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton, call suspended. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock P. m. 

3 O’CLOCK, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—rol! called—quorum 
present. . 

Question before the House being to reconsider the vote refus— 
ing to pass the Senate bill giving the assent of Texas to an act 
of the Congress of the United States, providing for the payment 
of certain creditors of the late Republic of Texas, &c. ; on motion 
of Mr Charlton a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr Kittrell, the Sergeant at Arms was dis~ 
patched for absentees. l 

On motion of Mr Pettus, Mr McCown was excused from at- 
tendance on the House. 

Mr Witt moved to suspend the call—lost. 

_Mr Charlton moved to suspend the call—lost. 

Mr Smith, of Harris, moved to suspend the call—lost. 

ae Davis moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock, a. m., to-morrow 
—i0St. 

Mr Ector moved to suspend the call—lost. 

Mr Sayles moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o’clock, a, x- 
—lost, 

Mr Smith, of Harris moved to suspend the call—lost. 

tae Green moved to adjourn until to-morrow, 10 o’clock a. x. 
~——lost. 
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On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow, 16 o'clock, 
A. M. i 

Pending, motion to reconsider the vote ‘refusing to pass the 
Pablic Debt Bill. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES. 
. Austin, January 26th, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Question before the House being upon the motion to recon- 
sider the vote on Thursday last, refusing to pass the Senate bill 
giving the assent of Texas to an act to provide fot the payment 
of such creditors of the late Republic of ‘Texas as are compre- 
hended in the Act of Congress of September 9th 1850 &c. 

On motion of Mr Green a call of the House was ordered.— 
Mr Adrian moved to dispatch the Sergeant at arms for absen- 
tees—lost. Mr Throckmorton moved to suspend the cali—lost, 
Mr Dougherty moved to adjoarn unil Monday morning 10 
o’clock—lost. Mr Latham moved to suspend the call—lost. 
Mr McClanahan moved to adjourn untiil Monday morning 10 
e’clock—lost. Mr Reeves moved to suspend the call—lost. 
Mr Rindolph moved to suspend the call—lost. On motion of 
Mr Adrian the House took a recess of 15 minutes.—Recess ex- 

ired—roll called—quorum present. On motion of Mr Poag 
a call of the House was ordered. On motion of Mr Throck- 
Morton the call was suspended. On motion of Mr Crosby, the 
House adjourned until 3 o’clock P. M. 


3 O’Crocx P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—qnorum 
present. , : 

Mr Randolph moved to postpone the motion to reconsider 
until the 2d Monday in July next. On motion of Davis a call 
ot the House was ordered. Mr Brown moved to suspend the 
eall—lost. Mr Green moved to suspend the call—lost. Mr 
Ochiltree moved to adjourn until Monday 10 o’clock a.. x 
—lost. Mr Green moved to adjourn until Tuesday 10 o'clock 
A. M.—lost. Mr Ector moved to suspend the call—lost. Mr. 
Pettus moved to suspend the call—lost. Mr Ochiltree moved 
to adjourn until Monday 10 o’clock a. m:—lost. On motion of 
Mr Charlton the call was suspended.” Mr Randolph, then 
withdrew his motion to postpone. Mr Brown moved the pre- 
vious question, which motion was duly seconded. On motion 
of MrMoore a call of the House was ordered. 


A87 
On motion of Mr Charlton the House adjourned until Mon- 
day 10 o’clock a. m. 


Hovst oF RPERESENTATIVES, | 
Austin, January 28th, 1856. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Journal of Saturday read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate through their Secre- 
tary, announcing the passage of the following bills originating in 
the Senate: 

_ A bill for the relief of Juan Delgado. 

A bill to relinquish to the counties the State tax for 1856, °T. 

A bill for the relief of Asa Dassett. 

A. bill concerning the public printing. 

A bill to amend the caption and first and 16 sections ofan 
act to incorporate the Texas Western R. R. company, approved 
d6th February, 52. 

A bill to provide for the safe keeping of the Capitol and its 
contents, and the protection of the other public buildings. 

A bill for the relief of Cirmel Manchas heirs. 

A bill for the relief of John W Townsend. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Marshall, dee’d. 

A bill supplemental to an act to incorporate the Aransas road 
company, approved Feb. 14, 1852, 

A bill for the reliefof John J McClosky. 

A bill to incorporate Ida Lodge, No. 14,10 OF. 

A bill toincorporate the Terraqueous Transportation company. 

A bill to. incorporate the Trinity Valley R R company. 

A bill to incorporate the Iodianola Wharf company. 

A bil! donating ten sections of land to Rob’t Wilson, on ac- 
count of personal services rendered the late Republic of Texas. 

A bill ty grant a pension to David Cole. 

A bill to amend an act to establish a State Penitentiary, ap- 
proved March 18th, 1848 : and A bill to incorporate the city ot 
Austin. 

Also of the following bills originating in the House. 

A bill amendatory of an act concerning crimes and punish— 
ments, approved 20th March, 1848. 

A bill for the relief of Geo W Robertson. 

A bill to define the 4th Judicial Dist. and prescribe the time 
of holding courts therein. 

A bill to repeal an act to incorporate the Tyler University in 
the town of ‘l'yler, Smith county, and to re-incorporate the same. 
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- A bill requiring the Commissioner of the Gen’l Land Office to 
perform certain duties therein named. 

A bill to create and organize the county of San Saba. 

A bill to create the county of Llano. l ; 

A bill to authorize.and require certain ‘suits pending in the 
counties of Hill and Ellis to be transferred to the county of 
Johnson ; and A bill to incorporate the town of Rusk in Chero~ . 
kee county, 

Qn motion of Mr Gaines a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr Locke the Sargeant at Arms was dispatched 
for absentees. 

Mr Throckmorton moved to suspend the call, lost; Mr Reeves 
moved to suspend the call, lost; Mr Latham moved to suspend 
the a lost. On motion of Mr Throckmorton the call was sus- 

ended. 
r Mr Brown then withdrew his motion for the previous question. 

Mr Davis moved a call of the House, lost. 

Mr Randolph moved to postpone the motion to reconsider un- 
til the 2d Monday in July next. 

Qn motion of Mr Davis a call of the House was ordered; Mr 

- Runnels moved t^ adjourn until to-morrow 10 o’clock a. m., lost. 

On motion,of Mr Ector the eall was suspended ; and Mr Ector 
moved to lay"the motion on the table. 

The yeas and nays being demanded, the said motion was laid 
on the table by the following vote: Yusas— Messrs Speaker, 
Adrian, Arnold, Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland, of Bexar, 
Cleveland, of Liberty, Crabb, Crosby, Dancy, Darden, of C., 
‘Darden, of G., Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Ector, Ellison, Francis, 
Gaines, Gay, Green, Junker, King. Cittrell, Latham, Locke, 
Martin, of H., Martin,of L., McCowan, McMillin, Melton, Moore, 
Norton, Ochiltree, Parker, of Tarrant, Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, 
Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith, of Hariis, 
Smith, of Harrison, Stont, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, ‘Taylor. 
Throckmorton, Tompkins, Waelder, West and Worsham—57, 

Nays—Megsrs Bonner, Dalrymple. Dougherty, Hale, Hooker, 
Lawhon, McClannahan, Middleton, Parker, of Anderson, Poag, 
Randolph, Reeves, Runnels, Smith, of Newton, Trueheart, 
White, Williams, of Lamar, Williams of San Augustine, Witt, 
Wood—20. l À 

Qn motion of Mr Cleveland, of Liberty, a call of the House 
was ordered. 

On motion of Mr Adrian, call suspended: t 

The question before the House being upon the motion to re- 
consider the vote refusing: to pass the Senate’s bill for the 
settlement and adjustment of the public debt, the yeas and nays 
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being demanded, the said vote was reconsidered, by the follow- 
ing Yote: i 

aa Messin Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, Bus- 
by, Cleveland, of B., Cleveland, of L., Crabb, Crosby, Dancy, 
Darden, of Gonzales, Davis, Dennis, Ector, Francis, Gaines, 
Gay, Junker, King, Kittrell, McCown, Merrick, Norton, Ochil- 
tree, Owings, Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Rushing, Selmau, Sher- 
| wood, Smith, of Harris, Smith, of Harrison, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
| Taylor, Tompkins, ‘l'rueheart, Waelder, West, Worsham——42. 
) Nays—Messrs Bonner, Charlton, Dalrymple Darden, of Col- 
orado, Dickson, Dougherty, Ellison, Green, Hale, Hooker,Law- 
hon, Locke, Martin, of H., Martin, of Lavaca, McClanahan, 
McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Parker, of A., Parker, of 
T., Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Shaw, Smith, 
of N., Stout, Tarver, Throckmorton, White, Williams, of Lamar, 
Williams, of San Augustine, Witt, Wood, Worsham—36. 

The following members did not vote on account of an agree- 
ment to pair off, viz: Thosein favor of the bill, Messrs Sted— 
man, Neblett, Trigg, Nickels, Devereaux and Latham. Those 
opposed, Messrs Bell, Burress, Guy, Hines, Askew and Sayles, 

- Mr Merrick offered the amendments proposed by Mr White, 
in his minority report ‘pn said bill, which, on motion of Mr Tar- 
ver were laid on the table. 

Question then being on the final passage of the bill,.the yeas 
and nays being demanded, the result was as follows < 

Yeas—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, Bus- 
by, Cleveland, of B., Cleveland, of L.. Crabb, Crosby, Dancy, 
Darden, of G., Davis, Dennis, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Jun- 
ker, King, Kittrell, Latham, McCown, Norton, Ochiltree, Ow— 
ings, Parsons, Pollock, Rushing, Selman, Sherwood, Smith, of 
Harris, Smith, of Harrison, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, 
Tompkins, Trueheart, Waelder, West and Worsham.—42. 

Nays—Messrs Bonner, Charlton, Dalrymple, Darden, of Col- 
orado, Dickson, Dougherty, Ellison, Green, Hale, Hooker, Law- 
hon, Locke, Martin, of Henderson, Martin, of Lavaca, McClan— 
ahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Parker, 
ot A., Parker, of T., Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Richard— 
son, Runnels, Sayles, Shaw, Smith, of Newton, Stout, Throck— 
morton, White, Williams, of Lamar, Williams, of San Augus- 
tine, Witt and Wood—38. 

So the bill passed. The following members did not vote on 
account of an agreement to pair off, viz: Thosein faver of the 
bill— Messrs Stedman, Neblett, Trigg, Nickels and Devereaux ; 
those opposed to the bill—Messrs Bell, Burress, Guy, Hines and 
Askew. ly 
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A message was received from the Governor through his pti- 

Nate Secretary. l 

Mr White presented the petition of Henry Blood, for relief— 
referred to the committee on public debt. 

By leave, Mr Smith, of Harris, chairman of the committee on 
Public Debt, made the following report. 

' ‘The committee on public debt have considered the petition of 
George H Burroughs, and find that he was commissioned as 
Captain of Texas militia on the 10th day of Jan’y, 1836, that 

he raised a company at Zanesville, Ohio, for the Texas army, 

He came to Texas and served as Captain for the period of eight 

-months, that he expended for supplies and transporting his 
company the amount of four hundred and twenty dollars—that 
he brought into the Texas army fifty six stand of arms, which 

‘were valued at eight hundred and ninety—six dollars, and that he 
received for his pay a draft on the Treasurer for five hundred 
dollars, all of which is unpaid and still due. The committee 
are fully satisfied as to the justice of the claimas they find it all 
to be correct in the Auditor’s cffice. The petitioner alleges as 

“a reason for not having applied at an earlier day—that he soon 
after returniug from Texas removed to Wisconsin, quite re- 
mote from Texas—that he never knew, or saw anything of the 
law of Texas to liquidate her liabilities until the 23d day of Au- 
gust, 1851, but a few days before the closing of the Auditorial 

_ Board ; that he ispoor and was not able to come to Texas upon 

an uncertainty. Erom all the facts, the commitee are fully sat- 

isfied that the relief prayed for should be granted, and we here- 
with report a bill, and recommend its passage. Bill read first 
time. 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed the following bills: 

A bill to compensate assessors and collectors for taking the 
scholastic population in their respective counties. 

A bill to better define the West boundary line of Grayson 
county, aud the Kast boundary line of Cook county. 

A bill supplementary to an act incorporating the Lavaca Nav- 
igation Company. ce 

_ A bill supplementary to an act making provisions for running 
and marking the boundary line between the State of Texas, and 
the territories of the United States. 

A bill to create the county of San Jacinto. l 

A bill to incorporate the town of Moscow, and define the 
powers and jurisdiction of said corporation. . 

A bill to incorporate the San Antonio River Navigation Com- 
pany for the purpose of making the same navigable for steam- 
boats, and other boats, 
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A bill to incorporate the town of Tyler, in Smith county. 

A joint resolution relative to the intercourse laws of the Uni- 
ted States, for the preventing of the sales of wines and ardent 
spirits to Indians, &. . l 

The hour having arrived for the consideration of the special 
order of the day, viz: A bill authorizing the county courts of 
the State to grant licences for the retail of spirituous, vinous, and 
intoxicating liquors, &., the same was taken up, and made the 
special order ot the day for 3 o'clock r. x. 

On motion of Mr Charlton the rule was suspended, and Sen- 
ate bill to provide for the liquidation and settlement of certain 
meritorious claims therein named, taken up, and read first time, 
rule suspended, read second time, and passed to a third reading, 
rule further suspended, bill read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr Ector, rule snspended and a Senate bill for 
the relief of George L. Bledsoe taken up, and passed to a third 
reading—rule suspended, read third time, and passed. 

By leave, Mr Kittrell, chairman of tke committee on educa- 
tion, to whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Co- 
inal county, reported a bill authorizing the trustees of the sev- 
etal school districts of Comal county to levy and collect a spe- 
cial tax for school purposes, which was read first time. 

On motion of Mr Green the House adjourned until 3 o’olock, 
P. M 

3 o’clock P. M. 

House met pursuant tọ adjournment— roll called—quorum 
present. 

On motion of Mr Tarver, rule suspended, and a bill to incor- 
porate the Washington county Rail Road Company, with amend- 
ments from the Senate, taken up. ' 

Mr Ector moved the previous question, which motion was 
duly seconded, and the main question ordered. 

The main question being to concur in the amendments from 


the Senate, the same were concurred in by a two-thirds vote, as _. 


follows: l 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, Dancy, Dar- 
cen of Colorado, Darden of Gonzales, Davis, Dennis, Dickson, 
Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hale, Hook- 
er, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, McClanahan, Melton, Oehil- 
tree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, 
Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Smith 
of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stout, Sullivan, 
Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trueheart, 
Waelder, West, Williams of Lamar—57. 
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Nays—Messrs. Dalrymple, Locke, Martin of Henderson, 
M artin of Lavaca, McMillin, Middleton, Poag, Runnels, Sher- 
wood, Witt, Wood—11. 

Mr Reeves (by leave) offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the porters of the House of Representatives 
be allowed $1 50 per day, for their services as porters ; the time 
to be certified to by the door-keeper, and approved by the Speak- 
er; adopted. 

Mr Ochiltree (by leave) offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the chief clerk be allowed his regular per 
diem after the adjournment of the present Legislature, so long as 
he shall necessarily be detained by the public printers, in the 
discharge of the duties of his office, in superintending the print- 
ing of the House Journals: Provided, however, 'That he be 
required to arrange the unfinished business of the Legislature, 
to be ready for the meeting in July ; adopted. 

On motion of Mr Darden of Gonzales, rule suspended, and a 
resolution reported by the committee un contingent expenses as 
follows : l 

Resolved, That all of the clerks now in the employ of the 
standing committees ot this House be, and they are hereby dis- 
charged, and that each of said clerks be allowed the sum of 

dollars per day, for the time they have been in the employ- 
ment of said committees. 

On motion of Mr Ector the blank was filled with five dollars. 

On motion of Mr Parker of T., the clerk of the committee on 
State affairs was allowed the same pay for the time that he may 
have served as clerk for said committee. 

Mr Adrian offered the following amendment, which, on mo- 
tion of Mr Tarver, was.laid on the table: 

And that said clerks shall not be allowed any pay for any 
time that said committees were notin session, and further, that 
each chairman be required to report to this House, every day 
said clerks were employed by them. . 

Mr Smith of Harris moved to amend the resolution, so that ne 
clerk shall charge for but one committee. : 

Mr Tarver moved the previous question, which miotion was 
duly seconded, and the main question ordered. 

The main question being upon the adoption of the resolution 
as amended, the yeas and nays being demanded, the same was 
adopted by the following vote: 

YEas—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Busby, Cleveland of Bexar, Cleveland of Liberty, 
Crosby, Darden of Colorado, Darden of Gonzales, Davis, Den- 
nis, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, 
J unker, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of Lavaca, Mc- 
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Clanahan, McCown, Merrick, Middleton, Nickels, Norton, 
Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Reeves, Runnels, 
Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tar- 
ver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Trueheart, Wael- 
der, West, White, Williams of Lamar, Worsham—61. 

Nayvs— Messrs Crabbe, Dickson, Hooker, Locke, McMillin, 
Melton, Ochiltree, Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Williams of 
San Augustine, Wood— {2. 

Mr White (by leave) introduced a bill to authorize the claims 
of the “ Texas Association commonly known as Mercer’s 
Colony, to be judicially investigated and settled; read Ist 
time; rule suspended; read 2nd time by caption and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr Locke (by leave) offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this House will meet each night during this 
week, at 7 o’clock, and attend to business im the ordinary way 
or in the order in which their names stand on the clerk’s list. 

Mr Ochiltree moved to amend the resolution by inserting 
“ after to-night.” 

Mr Ector moved to lay the amendment on the table—lost— 
and the amendment adopted. 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty moved to lay the resolution as 
amended on the table. The yeas and nays being demanded, 
the House refused to lay the same on the table by the following 
vote : 

Yras—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Cleveland of L. 
Crabb, Crosby, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dickson, Ellison, 
Latham, Lawhon, Merrick, Middleton, Nickels, Poag, Ran- 
dolph, Rushing, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, 
Sullivan, Waelder, West, White, Williams of San Augustine 
—26, a 

Naxs—Messrs Ardrey, Bell, Bonner, Brown, Busby, Dalrym- 
ple, Dancy, Davis, Dennis, Dougherty, Ector,Francis,Gay, Green, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of Lavaca, 
McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Norton, Ochiltree, 
Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, 
Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Sayles, Selman, Sherwood,Smith 
of Newton, Tarlton, Taylor, Tarver, Throckmorton, Trigg, 
Trueheart, Williams of Lamar, Witt, Wood, Worsham—49. 

The resolution as amended was then adopted. 

By leave, Mr Latham, Chairman of a select committee, made 
the following report: l 

The special committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
E. Kirk, have in connection with the comptroller given the 
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the same the utmost investigation. The committee are satiş- 
fied from the evidence brought before them that Mr. Kirk, was- 
duly authorized to make purchases of furniture for the Capitol, 


- that he made those purthases, and that the same was received 


by the State—that Mr. Kirk has expended in said purchases 
over what he has received, the sum of $3064 60. Add to this 
the balance’of Mr. Kirk’s salary $500 00. | 

Mr. Kirk’s commission having been concluded on the unload- 
ing of the goods at Lavaca, received authority from Gov. Bell, 
to superintend generally the arrangement of the farniture in 
the Capitol. The committee after examining the matter consider 
that Mr. Kirk ought to be paid for said work, the sum of $689 00 
Total amount due Mr. Rusk—$4,253 00. 'The committee here- 
with report for the’ consideration of the House, the statement 
of the Comptroller and also a bill for the relief of Mr. Kirk, 
and earnestly recommend its passage—Bill read first time. 

A bill authorizing the county eourts of this State to grant li- 
cence for the retail of spirituous vinous and intoxicating liquors, 
&c., was then taken up. 

Mr. Ochiltree moved to amend by striking out the 2nd section 
of the bill. 

Mr. Ardrey moved to lay the amendment on the table—the 
yeas and nays being demanded, the House refused to lay the 
Same on the.table by the following vote: 

Yxras—Messrs Adrian, Ardrey, Cleveland of Liberty, Dal- 
rymple, Dancy, Darden of Gonzales, Davis, Dennis, Dickson, 
Ector, Ellison, Gaines, Gay, Junker, King, Kittrell, Martin of 
Lavaca, McClanahan, McMillin, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Rich- 
ardson, Runnels, Sayles, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Sullivan, Tarlion, Trueheart, West, White, Williams 
of San Augustine, Worsham—35. 

Nays— Messrs Speaker, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Brown, Busby, 
Cleveland of Bexar, Crabb, Crosby,” Darden of Colorado, 
Francis, Green, Hooker, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, McCown, 
Melton, Middleton, Nickles, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of An- 
derson, Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, Polock, Reeves, Rushing, 
Selman, Shaw, Smith of Newton, Stout, Tarver, Taylor; Throck- 
morton, Trigg, Waelder, Williams of L., Witt, Wood—40U: 

_The question then being on striking out the 2d seetion of the 
bill, the yeas and nays being demanded, the House refused to 
strike out the same by the following vote: 

YEAs—Messrs Speaker, Arnold, Bonner, Brown, Cleveland 
of Bexar, Crabb, Crosby, Davis, Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, 
Green, Hooker, Lawhon, Locke, McCown, Melton, Middleton, 
Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, 
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‘Pollock, Reéves, Rushing, Shaw, Smith of Newton, Stout, Tar- 
ver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Witt—34. i 
Nays—Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Cleveland of Liberty, Dalrym- 


ple, Dancy, Darden of Colorado, Darden of Gonzales, Dennis, . 


Dickson, Ector, Gaines, Gay, Junker, King, Kittrell, Martin of 
Lavaca, McClanahan, McMillin, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Rich- 
ardson, Runnels, Sayles, Selman, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Harrison, Sullivan, Tarlton, Trigg, Trueheart, Wael-. 
der, White, Williams of Lamar, Williams of San Augustine, 
Worsham—#28. ; 

Mr. Crosby offered the following amendment: Insert in 2d 
Sec. after the word “ Brownsville,” and counties of El Paso, 
and Presidio. . 

Mr Ochıltree moved to amend the amendment by adding and 
“Nacogdoches County.” 

Mr Waelder moved to reconsider the vote refusing to strike 
out the 2d sec. of the bill. : , 

Mr. Darden Chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, 
made the following report :- 

_ The committee on enrolled bills have examined the following 
bills, viz: . . 
a bill to be entitled An Act to ihcqrporate Henderson Female 

ollege. ; . 
A bill, to be entitled An Act for the relief of Kendallis 

ryan, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorperate the town of Tex- 
ana. : 

All of which are correctly enrolled and being properly signed, 
were this day presented to the Governor. 

Mr Locke one of committee on enrolled bills made the fol- 
lowing report ; 
` The committee on enrolled bills have examined an act for 
the relief of Thos. D. Cayce and Sarah White. 

-Also an act to create the county of Bandera, and find the 
same correctiy enrolled, and they have been this day presented 
to the Governor for his signature. os 

Also a bill supplementary to an act to define the time of hold- 
ing the District courts in the Judicial Districts. 

An actdonating to Mrs. Elizabeth Crockett one league of 
and. 

An act to incorporate the city of Marshall. .- 

An act to incorporate the Lagrange Lodge No. 30 of the Inde- 
pendent Grder of Odd Fegpws, are enrolled and this day pre- 
sented to the Governor for his approval. Respectfully submit— 


ted. 


‘hae 


; tes 2 ee "elk oe VA ene AA yiig 


yp “beeerntdigee yeep stele o n 
Se vi 


Y 


~ ka are Aad ee m e 


496 


A n.essage was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills originating in the House : 

A bill to incorporate the town of Lexington. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Christian College. 

A bill to incorporate Franklin College. 

A bill to create the county of Live Oak with amendment. 

Also of the passage of a bill (originating in the Senate) to 
encourage the improvement of the navigation of the rivers and 
other navigable waters in Texas, by making appropriations for 
the same. 

On motion the House adjourned until 10 o’clock, a. M., to- 
morrow. 


_ 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, } 
Austin, JANUARY 29th, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll’ called—quorum 
present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adepted. , 

Mr Ardrey (by leave,) one of the committee on claims and 
accounts, made the following report: 

The cemmittee on claims and accounts, to whom has been refer- 
red the petition of William M. Hurt, asking to be released with 
his securities from the payment of a certain bond made by him 
and certain securities in favor of the State of Texas, on the 7th 
day of January 1852, for the sum of five thousand two hundred 
and sixty-four dollars and eleven cents, payable three years after 
date, made by him on account of certain Nabilities incurred by 
him as custom collector for the Republic of Texas within the 
District of San Augustine on account ef certain duties upon 
imports which were charged to him by the accounting officers 
of the Republic of Texas, and which were never collected or 
recovered in money by him as such collector, have had the same 
under consideration and have investigated the proof and facts 
which he has adduced and upon which claims to entitle him to 
the equitable relief of being released from the bond, which has 
been described with his securities, and the said committee have 
instructed me report the following bill to the House and to 
recommend its passage. Bill read first time. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills originating in that body: 

A bill to authorize the District courts to issue lagd certifi- 
cates 1N certain cases. i ® 

A bill to provide for the purchase of a supply of the Texas 
Digest for the use of the State. 

A bill for the relief of A. Savery. 
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A bill to incorporate ‘Payne Female Institute. 

A bill for the relief of Louisa Netherly. 

Also, of the passage of a bill (originating in the House) to 
provide for the erection and furnishing a fire proof building to 
be used as a General Land Office for the State Texas. 

Mr Ardrey, one of the committee on claims and accounts, 
(by leave) reported a bill for the relief of ‘Almanzon Huston, 
which was read first time. 

By leave, Mr Ardrey one of the committee on the Judiciary, 
| to whom was referred a hill to repeal certain Mexican laws not 
| - heretofore repealed, reported the same back to the House, and 
recommended its rejection; also reported hack to the House a 
bill to provide books for the use of the Supreme court, and 
recommend its passage. 

By leave, Mr Ardrey one of the committee on State affairs, 
to whom was referred a bill to incorporate the town of Augusta, 
reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage with the following amendments : 

Sec. 5th. Amend after the word “officers,” by striking out 
the words “until the next annual election” and insert therein 
the following words “for the term of one year and until their 
successors are elected and qualified.” l 

Amend Seċ. 9th, by striking out of said bill the following, 
“provided such persons shall not be compelled to work more 
than six days in any one year, and ghall be exempt from 
all other road duty in said county.” l 

Amend Sec. 14th, by adding to the end of it the following 
words, “as Justices of the Peace.”  - i 

Amend by adding Sec. 23. That this Act shall take effect 
and be in force from and after its passage. 

By leave, Mr Crosby chairman of a select committee, made 
the following report: 

The select committee, to whom was referred the message of 
his Excellency together with the report of the commissioners 
appointed under an act entitled an act to provide for the Inves- 
gation of land titles in certain counties therein named, approved 
1854 and accompanying documents, have had the 
same under a careful and minute investigation. Your commit- 
tee upon consultation adopted the following course as the basis 
of their action in the examination of the matter presented to their 
consideration: The committee arriving at the conclusion that 
within theaerms and meanipg of the act under the provisions of 
which the board referred to "vas formed, it was the clearly defin- 
ed duty of said commissioners to collect collate and report to the 
ptesent session of the Legislature all such testimony as might 
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be adduced before them underany claim or title presented for their 
action, noting at tbe same time.the character of the claim or title 
and the quantity of land for which title is waged to be confirmed; 
with this view of the powers and duties of ‘said commissioners 
under said act, your committee deemed it proper and safe to 
extend to each title respectively a thorough and careful exami- 
nation, adopting as their guide of action the testimony reported 
by said board of comtnissioners, in the ordér of their investiga- 
tion as appears from the minute books of said board, which ac- 
companies the before mentioned report. : 

Your committee most respectfully beg leave to report here- 
with a bill relinquishing the right of the State to such of said 
claimants as appear justly, equitably or legally entitled to the 
quantum of land for which they pray a confirmation. 

There are quite a number of claims not embodied in the bill 
herewith reported, for the reason that the proof of the same was 
not sufficent to justify your committee in recommending a con- 
firmation, and of which your.committee deem it but just and 
prudent to express no opinion, as the same may have a tenden- 
cy to prejudice the legal right of the parties claimant. : 

Your committee have not regared it as necessary to submit an 
elaborate report as to the description of the several class of claims 
upon which they have passed, deeming it sufficient to recommend 
a confirmation in such instances as have been regarded as meri- 
torious in their character, The passage of the accompanying 
bill is respectfully reeommended. 

On motion of Mr Williams of Lamar, rule suspended, and a 
Senate bill to incorporate the Memphis and El Paso Rail Road 
company, taken up. l . 

Mr Williams of L., offered the following amendment to the 
11th Sec., “provided that the Legislature of this State shall have 
the right at all times to regulate the price of passage and trans- 
portation of freight upon said road, so as not to reduce the same ` 
below twelve per cent interest per annum, upon the the actual 
cost of the same and equipments thereto attached.” 

Mr Sherwood moved to lay the bill and amendment on the 
table, and have the same printed—lost. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

Mr Williams of Lamar, offered the following amendment to 
the 20th Sec. of the bill: ‘ Provided also that no certificate 
for land shall be issued under the provisions of this charter until 
the company shall have made a satisfactory showing to the Gov- 
ernot of this State that one million gf dollars of stock has been 
subscribed, and at least five per cent paid thereon,”—adopted. 

Mr Ector moved the previous question which motion was 
duly seconded, and the main question was ordered. ` ) 
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The bill as amended was then passed to a 3d reading; rule 
suspended, read third time and passed by a two thirds vote as 
follows : 

Yuras.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Busby, 
Charlton, Cleveland of Bexar, Crosby, Dancy, Darden of Colo- 
rado, Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis 
Gaines, Gay, Green, Hooker, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin, 
of Lavaca, McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, 
Nickels, Parker of Anderson, Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Reeves, 
Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith 
of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stout, Tarlton, 
Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, West, White 
Williams of Lamar, Witt, Wood,—58. 

Nays.—Messrs, Ardrey, Cleveland of Liberty, Crabb, Jun- 
ker, King, Lawhon, Middleton Moore, Owings, Poag, Randolph, 
Sherwood, Sullivan, Williams of San Augustine, Worsham, 
—15. 

Mr Ector moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o’clock A. Mm: 
the yeas and nays being demanded the House refused to adjourn- 
by the following vote: 

Yuas.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Busby, 
| Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crabb, Ector, Gaines, Kit- 
: ni Mo m; Parsons, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, 
| West.—16. 
| Nays.—Messrs. Bell, Bonner, Brown, Charlton, Crosby, Dal- 
| tymple, Dancy, Darden of Colorado, Darden of Gonzales, Da, 
i vis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Gay, Green, Hines, 
í Hooker, Juuker, King, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of 
$ H., Martin of L., McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, 
Í Middleton, Moore, Nickles, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker 
s of Anderson, Parker of Tarrant, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Ran- 
Í dolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, 
Í Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Newton, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
| Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, 
f Waelder, White, Williams of Lamar, Willias of San Augus- 
$ tine; Witt, Wood, Worsham,——66. 

E Mr Tarver moved to reconsider the vote passing the Senate 
bial for the adjustment and settlement of the public debt. 

Mr Bee mooved to lay said motion on the table. 

On motion of Mr Tarver, a call of House was ordered. 

@ -Mr Davis moved to dispatch the Sergeat at arms for absen- 
a tees—lost, 
4 Mr Nickels moved te adjourn until to-morrow 10 o'clock 

On motion of Mr Dickson,- the House adjourned until 3 
o’clock P. m. . 
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3 O'CLOCK P. M.. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, Mr Hale was excused from atten- 
dance on the House on account of sickness. 

Mr Bee withdrew the motion to lay on the table the motion 
of Mr Tarver, to reconsider the vote passing the Senate bill 
relatiye to the public debt, 

On motion of Mr Brown, the motion to reconsider was post- 
poned until to-morrow 11 o’clock a. m. . 

A bill authorizing the county courts of this State to grant 
license for the retail of spirituous vinous and intoxicating liq- 
our in quantities Jess than a quart, and imposing a license tax 
for such privelege, was then taken up. 

Pending, motion of Mr Waelder to reconsider the vote refus- 
ing to strike out the 2d Sec. of the Dill. 

Mr Moore moved the previous question, which motion was 
duly seconded, and the main question ordered. 

The main question being to reconsider the vote refusing 
to strike out the 2d section of the bill—the yeas and nays being 
demanded, the said vote was reconsidered by the follewing vote: 

Yras— Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Bonner, Brown, Cleveland 
of B., Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dalrymple, Dougheity, Ector, 
Ellison, Francis, Green, Hooker, Latham, Locke, Martin of Hen- 
derson, Melton, Moore, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parker of T., 
Parsons, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, 
Stout, Taylor, Throckmorton, Truehart, Waelder, Williams of 
L., Witt, Wood—37. 

Nays— Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Busby, Crabb, Dancy, Dar- 
den of C., Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson, Gaines, Gay, Jun- 
ker, King, Kittrell, McClanahan, McMillin, Merrick, Middle- 
ton, Pettus, Poag, Richardson, Runnels, Sayles, Sherwood, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Sulli- 
van, Tarlton, Trigg, White, Williams of San Augustine, Wor- 
sham—33, 

The question before the House being to strike ont the second 
section of the bill. l i 

Mr moved the previous question, which motion 
was duly seconded, and the main qnestion ordered. 

The yeas and nays being demanded, the 2d section of the bill 
was stricken out, by the following vote : f 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Bonner, Brown, Cleveland 
of L., Crosby, Dalrymple, Davis, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, 
Francis, Green, Hooker, Latham, Locke, Martin of H., Melton, 
Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, 
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Pollock, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Stout, Tarver, Taylor, Throck- 
morton, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, Williams of La- 
mar, Witt, Wood—39. 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Busby, Cleveland of B., 
Crabb, Dancy, Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson, Gaines, Gay, 
Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, McClanahan, McMillin, Merrick, 
Middleton, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Run- 
nels, Sayles, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, 
Smith of Newton, Tarlton, White, Williams of San Augustine, 
Worsham—8¢4. 

Mr Sayles offered the following amendment : 

Sec. 2d. That any person or firm hereafter wishing to en- 
gage in the business or occupation ofselling spirituous, vinous, 
or other intoxicating liquors, in quantities of a quart or more, 
shall have the privilege of doing so, upon obtuining a license 
therefor from the clerk of the county court, when the party or 
firm applying for such licence, shall have paid into the county 
treasury of the county a licence tax, at the rate of dol- 
lars for one year, for the time the applicant shall have applied , 
for alicence, and shall produce to the clerk of the county court 
the receipt of the county treasurer for the amount of money paid 
by him, ‘Then the said clerk shall issue to said applicant a li- 
cence authorizing him or them toretail spirituous, vinous, and 
other intoxicating liquors, in quantities of a quart or more, for 
the length of time specified in said application. 

Amend Sec. 3d, by striking out the words “ with the assent of 
He qualified voters above prescribed,” in the first and second 
ines. 

Amend Sec. 4th, by inserting in line 7, after the words * place 
to,” the following words: ‘ Minors under the age of sixteen 
years, nor to students of any seminary of learning,” 

Amend Sec. 6th, by striking out the words “in quantities less 
than one quart,” in the 22d line. _ 

Mr McMillin moved to lay said amendment on the table; 
ost. l 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty offered a substitute for the amend- 
ment: 

Strike out the words “in quantities less than a quart,” in the 
caption, and wherever they occur in the bill; accepted by Mr 
Sayles, and the amendment as substituted, laid on the table. 

Mr Ochiltree offered the following amendment : 

Amend by striling out of the Ist and 2d lines of the 3d section, 
after the word “ parties,” the words “ with the assent of the 
qualified voters above prescribed ; ” adopted. 

; a Waelder moved to strike out the 3d section; laid on the 
able. 
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Mr Ochiltree offered the following amendment : 

Amend the 4th section by inserting on the 7th line, before the 
words * negro slaves,” and after the word “to,” the words “ mi- 
nors under the age of sixteen years, or students of any institu- 
tion of learning,” . 

Mr Waelder moved to strike ont the 4th section of the bill, 
On motion of Mr Eetor laid on the table. = -- 

Mr Moore offered the following amendment: 

Amend inthe 4th section, 9th line—strike out the words 
whether “ licenced or not,” and insert the words “not licenced,” 
On motion of Mr Ector laid on the table. 

Question recurring on the adoption of the amendment offered 
by Mr Ochiltree, the same was then adopted. 

Mr Brown offered the following amendment: 

Amend the 4th section, 9th line—before the word “ master,” 
insert “ef the parent, guardian, or tutor of such minor or 
student, or.” On motion of Mr Pollock laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Kittrell, the Ist, $d, and 4th sections of the 
bill as amended were adopted. 

Mr Darden of Gonzales moved to strike out “ $250 00,” in 5th 
section, and insert “$400 00.” On motion of Mr Sayles laid 
on the table. 

Mr Reeves offered the following amendment: 

Strike out all after the word “ dollars,” in 6th line of the 6th 
section ; laid on the table. 

Mr Waelder moved to strike out $250 00,” and insert 
3150 00.” On motion of Mr Pettus laid on the table. 

Mr Dalrymple moved to strike out “ $250 00,” and insert 
“8100 00.” On motion of Mr Ochiltree laid on the table. 

Mr Ochiltree moved to strike out the two last words in the 4th 
section, and insert the following: “And after the Ist Monday 
of April next;”’ adopted. 

Mr Dalrymple offered the following substitute for Sec. 7. . 

That any person or firm wishing to engage in the sale of 
spirituous, vinous, or other intoxicating liquors, in quantities of 
a quart or more, shall be required to pay an annual: licence tax 
of fifty dollars, to be collected in accordance with the provis- 
ions of the preceding sections of this act. On motion of Mr 
Davis laid on the table. 

Mr Davis moved the previous question, which motion was duly 
seconded, and the main question ordered. r 

The main question being the engrossment of the bill as amend- 

ed, the yeas and nays being demanded, the same was ordered to 
be engrossed by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs, Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bonner, Brown; Bus- 
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by, Cleveland of L., Crabb, Crosby, Datden of C., Darden of 
G., Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ellison, Ector, Francis, 
Gay, Gaines, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Locke, Mar- 


‘tin of L, McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, 


Moore, Nickels, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, 
Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, 
Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Newton, Stont, Sullivan, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, White, 
Williams of L., Witt, Worsham—60. 

Nays—Messrs Arnold, Cleveland of B., Dalrymple, Daney, 
Martin of Henderson, Merrick, Smith of Harrison, Tarlton, 
Truehart, Waelder, Williams of S. A—11. 

Mr Rushing offered the following amendment: 
Szo. 15. That by way of admonition, it is the earnest an 
christian desire of this Legislature, that every person should 
use all moral suasion in his power to inspire and prompt our 
race to abandon the immoral practice of intoxication. On mo- 

tion of Mr. Sayles, laid on the fable. 

On motion of Mr Waelder, the words “sixth and seventh,” 
in the 11th sec., were striken out, and the words “fifth and 
sixth” inserted. 

Mr Darden of Gonzales offered the following amendment to 
the 7th sec., after the words “sold,” in the 4th line, insert, “or 
at or about any other house provided for that purpose; 
adopted. 

Mr Smith of Harrison offered the following amendment : 
“That the provisions of this act shall not apply to the city of 
Marshall, in Harrison county.” On motion of Mr Reeves laid 
on the table. 

Mr ‘Sayles offered the following amendment: In sixth sec- 
tion, 3rd line, strike out, after the word “suffer,” “the person 
or persons purchasing the same to drink the same,” and insert, 
“the same to be drank.”— Adopted. 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty moved the previous question, which 
motion was duly seconded, and the main question ordered. 

The main question being the final passage of the bill as 
amended, the same was put and the bill passed. 

On motion of Mr McClanahan, rule suspended, and a Senate 
bill, to incorporate the Trinity Valley- Railroad Company, 
taken up and read Ist time; rule suspended; read 2nd time 
by caption, andgreferred to a select committee of three. 

Mr:Locke, of the committee on errolled bills, made the fol- 
lowing report; B 

The joint committee on enrolled bills have examinėd the fol- 
lowing bills and find them to be correctly enrolled, and they 
are this day presented to the,Governor for approval, to wit: 
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A bill requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to perform certain duties therein named. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require certain 
suits pending in the counties ot Hill and Ellis to be trans. 
ferred to the county of Johnson. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the fourth Judicial Dis- 
trict and to prescribe the time of holding courts therein. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of George W. 
Robinson. ` 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Lam- 
pasas. 

The Speaker announced he following select committee on 
the bill to incorporate the Trinity Valley Railroad Company, 
viz: Messrs. Davis, Parker of Tarrant, and Williams of 
Lamar. 

Mr Ector moved to adjourn until 7 o’clock, P. M.—The yeas 
and nays being demanded, the House adjourned by tke follow- 
vote : 

Yuas—Messrs Arnold, Brown, Busby, Cleveland of B.,, 
Cleveland of L., Crabb, Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, 
Gay, Hale, Hooker, King, Locke, Martin of L., McCown, Me- 
Millin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Owings, Parker of A., Par- 
ker of T., Pettus, Pollock, Reeves, Rannels, Rushing, Selman, 
Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Trigg, Trueheart, Waelder, Witt—41. . 

Nays—Messrs Adrian, Ardrey, Bonner, Crosby, Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Darden of C., Davis, Ellison, Gaines, Green, Junker, 
Martin of H., McClanahan, Merrick, Nickels, Norton, Ochil- 
tree, Parsons, Poag, Randolph, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of 
Harris, Stout, Sullivan, White, Williams of L., Williams of 8. 
A., Worsham—31. 


7 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Mr Witt moved to suspend the rule in order to take up a 
bill to incorporate the town of Dallas—lost. l 

On motion of Mr Latham, the rule was suspended and a 
Senate bill, to define the time of holding the District Courts in 
the county of Cameron, taken up; bill read 2nd time and 
passed to a 3rd reading; rule further suspended ; bill read 3rd 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Green, the rule was suspended and a 
Senate bill taken up for the relief of Jesse Dean, and passed to 
a 8rd read; rule further suspended, bill read 3rd time and 
passed unanimously. 
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Mr West, (by leave) one of the Judiciary Committee, made 
the following report: a 
Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, e.: 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to re-organize the 2nd Judicial District, and to fix the time of 
holding courts therein, have had the same under consideration 
and have instructed me to report the accompanying bill as a 
substitute for the same, and recommend its passage. 

Report received to come up in its order. 

On motion of Mr Cleveland of B., the rule was suspended 
and a bill supplemental to an act to incorporate the San An- 
tenio and Mexican Gulf Railroad, approved September 5th, 
1850, and the supplements thereto, taken up and ordered to be 


) engrossed ; rule further suspended and bill read 3rd time. 


Mr Brown offered the following amendment: Sec. —. That 


| hereafter it shall not be lawful for the County Court of Bexar 
; county to collect any tax on real estate without the limits of 
Í Bexar county proper, to pay the interest on any R. R. bonds 
| heretofore issued by said county, any law to the contrary not- 
| withstanding. 


Mr Waelder moved to lay the amendment on the table— 


: lost—amendment adopted. 


On motion of Mr Rushing the previous question was ordered 
The question being upen the final passage of the bill, the 


Í yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows : 


Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Brown, 


| Cleveland of B., Crosby, Dancy, Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, 
| Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hooker, 
Í Kittrell, Latham, Locke, McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, 
| Merrick, Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parker of 
| T., Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, 
Í Selman, Shaw, Smitu of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Tarlton, 
$ Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trueheart, Waelder, White, 
t Williams of L. and Worsham.—50. 


Nays—Messrs Ardrey, Cleveland of L., Dalrymple, Darden 


of G., Gay, Junker, King, Martin of L., Melton, Owings, Poag, 
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Í Randolph, Sherwood, Stout, Sullivan, Trigg, West, Williams 
f ofS. A.and Witt. So the bill passed by a two-third vote. 


Mr Smith of Harris offered the following resolution : 
Be it resolved, That a committee of three members of the 


f House shall be raised for the purpose of examining the codes 
fof Civil and Criminal Procedure, the Penal Code, and the Re- 
vised Statutes, prepared by the late Commissioners under the 
act of the Legislature, passed at the last’ session, and to whom 
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the same shall be referred, and with authority to sit at such 
time and place during the adjournment of the present session 
of the Legislature as they shall agree upon, for the’ purpose of 
making a report thereon to the adjourned session of the Legis- 
lature on the first day of the same. 

On motion of Mr McMillin, the resolution was laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr Parsons, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill to extend the time for procuring unconditional headright 
certificates where conditional certificates have heretofore been 
issued. 

Mr Randolph offered the folowing amendment: Provided 
that no certificate for a headright shall hereafter be issued, ex- 
cept in the name of the original grantee, or bis ox her heirs, if 
the grantee be dead—adopted. 

Mr Tarver moved a reconsideration of the vote adopting the 
amendment—carried. 

Mr Locke offered the following as an amendment to the 
amendment: “And provided further that this act shall not be 
so construed as to affect transfers made to an assignee prior to 
the passage of this act—laid on the table. 

Mr Parsons moved to lay the original amendment on the 
oe whereupon the yeas and nays were ealled, and stood 
thus : l 

Yras—Messrs Bonner, Charlton, Crosby, Dalrymple, Dar- 
den of C., Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Ector, Francis, Gaines, 
Green, Latham, Merrick, Moore, Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, 
Parker of A., Parsons, Pollock, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of N., Stout, Tarver, Throekmorton, Trigg, Trueheart, 
West, White and Williams of L—83. : : 

Nays—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Cleveland 
of L., Crabb, Dancy, Dougherty, Hooker, Junker, King, 
Kittrell, Locke, Martin of L., McClanahan, McCown, MeMillin, 
Melton, Owings, Parker of T., Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, 
Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Sherwood, Smith of Harrison, Sul- 
livan, Tarlton, Taylor, Williams of S. A., Witt and Worsham 
— 34, < 2 

So the House refused to lay the amendment on the table.— 
The question being upon the adoption of the amendment, the 
yeas and nays were called and stood thus: 

YeAas—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, 
Cleveland of B., Crabb, Dancy, Dougherty, Ector, Francis, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of L., McClana- 
han, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Owings, Parker of T., Pet- 
tus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Sher- 
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wood, Smith of Harrison, Tarlton. Taylor, Williams of San 
Augustine, Witt and Worsham-—37. ) . 

Nays—-Messrs Bonner, Charlton, Crosby, Dalrymple, Da 
den of Ca Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Gaines, 
Green, Latham, Merrick, Moore, Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, 
Parker of A., Parsons, Pollock, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of N., Stout, Sullivan, Tarver, Throckmorton, Trigg, 
Trueheart, West, White and Williams of L.—33. So the 
amendment was adopted. 

Mr Davis moved to postpone the bill indefinitely—lost. 

Mr Davis. moved to lay the bill on the table till 2nd Mon« 
day in July next—lost. 

Mr Locke moved the engrossment of the bill, whereupon the 
yeas and nays were called and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, 
Brown, Charlten, Cleveland ot B., Cleveland of L., Crabb, 
Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Dickson, 
Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hooker, Jun- 
ker, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin of L., McClanahan, Me- 
Millin, Melton, Moore, Norten, Owings, Parker of A., Parker 
of T., Parsons, Pettus; Poag, Pollock, Reeves, Richardson, 
Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harrison, 
Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, True 
heart, Waelder, West, Williains of L., Williams of S. A., Witt 
and Worsham—61. So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr Kittrell moved a further suspension of the rule that the 
bill might be read 3rd time and passed—lost. 

Mr Worsham called upa bill te change the names of Caroline 
Boyd and Lucy Ann Boyd, and to authorize Charles B. Stew- 
art to adopt them; bill read 2nd time and ordered to be en- 
grossed ; rule suspended; bill read 3rd time and ‘passed. 

Mr Ardrey called up a bill to incorporate Soule University; 
bill passed to 3rd reading; rule suspended; bill read 3rd time 
and passed by a two-third vote, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, 
Brown, Cleveland of L., B&irymple, Dancy, Darden of O., 
Darden of G., Dennis, Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Gaines, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin of L., 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Moore, Nickles, Nor- 
ton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, 
Pettus, Poag, .Pollock, Randoiph, Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, 
Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith ot Harris, Smith of Harrison, 
Smith of N., Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, 
Trigg, Trueheart, Waelder, West, Williams of San Augustine, 
Witt and Worsham—60. 

Nay—Mr Dickson. 
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Mt Throckmorton offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the chief clerk be authorized and required to 
issue to the Hon. P. Nickels and Hon. Joseph Dickson, Re- 
presentives from Cameron and Red River counties, certificates 
for their per diem pay from the commencement of this Legisla- 
ture, their detention ‘having been caused by sickness— 
adopted. 

Mr Arnold called up a bill to authorize the trustees of the 
several school districts of Comal county to levy and collect a 
special tax for school purposes; read 2nd time. 

Mr Gaines offered the following amendment: “Provided this 
law shall not apply to property of non-residents of the county” 
adopted. Bill ordered to be engrossed; rule suspended ; 
bill read 3rd time and passed. 

Mr Dickson called up a bil to incorporate Linden Academy ; 
read 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed; rule suspended ; 
bill read 8rd time and passed unanimously. 

On motion the House adjourned until 10 o’clock, a. my 
to-morrow. ’ 
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Hovse of REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Jan. 30th, 1856. i 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quoram 
present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

A message was receiyed Írom the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills originating in the House: 

A bill defining the counties composing the 3rd Judicial Dis- 
trict, and the time of holding courts therein. 

A bill creating the county of Young. 

A bill authorizing the Assessor and Collector of Tarrant 
county, to collect the taxes now assessed in the former territory 
of Tarrant county, (now Parker county} and pay over the same 
to the county Treasurer of said Parker county. i 

A bill to authoriże the clerk of the county court of Ander- 
son county to transcribe certain records. 

A bill supplementary to an Act making provision for running 
and marking the boundary line between the State of Texas and 
the territories of the United States. l 
s And of the passage of the following bills originating in the 

enate: 

__A bill to provide for cancelling patents issued upon forged ev- 
idence. . 
A. bill to create the county of Jack. 
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A bill to lecalize the officia} acts of J.P. Dumas as District 
- Sutveyor of Grayson county. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Indianola. 

A bill to make valid certain surveys made in the county of 
Henderson. 


Ou motion of Mr Locke, Mr Melton was excused from atten- 


dance on the House on account of sickness. 

On motion of Mr Sayles, Mr Stedman was excused until the 
4th of February next. 

Mr Adrian gave notice that he would offer a resolution to- 
morrow, to rescind the Senate resolution heretofore adopted, pro- 
viding, for the adiournment ef the Legislature on the 4th of 
February, to meet again the Ist Monday in July next. 

Mr McMillin (by leave) introduced a bill to incorporate Waco 
Female seminary; read first time—rule suspended, read 2d 
time by caption and referred to the committee en education. 

Mr Lawhon (by leave) introduced a joint resolution, instruct- 
ing our Senators and requesting our Representatives in Congress 
to procure the establishment of a mail route from the North of 
Red River in the State of Louisiana via Belgrade to Huntsville, 
Texas; and alsoa route from Sabine city at Sabine Pass via 
Jasper in Jasper county, to San Augustine: read first time— 
rme supended and read 2d time. 

Mr Norton moved to amend the resolution by inserting, “and 
also a four horse post coach mail route to run from Corpus 
Christi to Rio Grande city once a week”—adopted. 

Mr. Ector offered the following amendment: 

Also, a four horse coach to ran from Shreveport La., to the 
city of Austin, Texas. 

Qn motion of Mr Randolph laid on the table. 

Me. Brown offered the following amendment: 

Also a weekly horse mail from San Antonio to the county 
seat of San Saba county, via the county seats of Bandera, Kerr, 
Gillespie, and Llano counties—adopted. | 

The resolution as amended, referred to the committee on 
Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

Mr Brown (by leave) offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the chief clerk of the 
House immediately on its adjournment on the 4thof February, 
to make out a list by captions of all bills and resolutions then 
left pending before. the House, showing on what reading the 
same may have been left, whether Senate or House bills, and 
also, what bills may have been favorably reported from com- 
mittees, and when so made out, he shall have 300 copies of the 
same printed two of which he shall mail to the address of each 
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tember of the House retaining the remainder of said copies 
for the useof the louse atits adjourned session —adopted. 

The hour having arrived, the motion to reconsider the vote 
passing the public debt bill was taken up. 

Mr Wood moved te postpone said motion until the 2nd Mon- 
day in July next. -= 

On motion of Mr Crosby a call of the House was ordered. 

Mr. Kittrell moved to dispatch the Sergeant at arms for ab- 
sentees—lost: 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton, call suspended. 

The yeas and nays being demanded, the House refused to 
postpone said motion to reconsider by the following vote : 

zAS—=Messrs Bell, Bonner, Charlton, ‘Dalrymple, Darden 

of Colorado, Dickson, Dougherty, Ellison, Green, Hale, Hines, 
Hooker, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H. Martin ot L., McClan- 
ahan, McMillin, Merrick, Moore, Parker of Anderson, Parker 
of Tarrant, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson Run- 
nels, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Newton, Tarver, Throckmorton, 
White, Williams of L., Williams of S. A. J Witt, Wood—3s. 

Navs-—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Brown, Busby, 
Cleveland of B., Clevelaud of L. , Crabbe, Grosby, Dancy, Dar- 
den ot G. , Davis, Dennis, Ector, Pr: ancis, Gaines, Gay, Junker, 
King, Kittrell, Latham, McCow n; Middleton, Nickles, Norton; 
Oclultree, Owings, Parsons, Pollock, Rushing, Selman, Sher- 
wood, Smith of “Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stout, Sullivan; 
Tarlton, Taylor, Tompkins, Trigg, Trueheart, Waelder, Wor- 
sham—44. 

The following members did not vote or account of an agree- 
ment to pair off, viz: 

Those in favor of the bill, Messrs Devereaux, Sieaga 
Neblett, and West. 


Those opposed to the bill, Messrs Askew, Guy, Melton, and 
Burress. 

Question recurring on the motion to reconsider: the yeas and 
nays being demanded, the House refused to reconsider by the 
following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs dell, Bonner, Charlton, Dalry maple, Darden 
ot C., Dickson, Dougherty, Green, Hale, Hines, Hooker, Law- 
hon, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, McMil- 
jin, Merrick, Midaleton, Moore, Parker of A. , Parker of T., 
Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Sayles, 
Shaw, Smith ot Newton, Stout, Tarver, Thr ockmorton, White, 
Williams of L., Williams of S. A., Witt, Wood—4o0. 

Nays-—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ar drey, Arnold, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland ot L., Crabb, ' Croaby, 
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Dancy, Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Ector, Francis, Gaines, 
Gay, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, McCown, Nickles, Nor- 
ton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Pollock, Rushing, Selman, 
Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Sullivan, Tarl- 
ton, Taylor, Tompkins, Trigg, Trueheart, Wealder, Wor- 
sham—42. l l 

The following members did not vote on account of an agree- 
ment to pair off, viz: 

Those in favor of the bill, Messrs Devereaux, Stedman, 
Neblett, and West. 

Those opposed, Messrs Askew Guy, Melton, and Bnrress. 

Mr Tarver made a personal explanation relative to an arti- 
cle in the Austin State Times. 

On motion of Mr Francis rule suspended andia Senate bill 
relinquishing to the counties the State Tax for the year 1856 
and 1357 was taken upon and read Ist time. 

Mr Darden chairman of the committee on enrolled bills 
made-the following report: 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act “to 
establish and incorporate the College of DeKalb approved 
26th of January, 1839. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the reliefof Geo. L. Blecs e 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the liquidation and 
settlement of certain meritorious claims therein meatidned, 


all of which are correctly enrolled and having been properly . 


signed were this day presented to the Governor. 

On motion of Mr Kittrell the House proceeded to the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table and orders of the day. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Dallas, ordered to be en- 
grossed, rule further suspended, read 3rd time and passed by 
the tollowing vote: 

Yuas — Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Bonner. Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crabb, Dalrymple, 
Darden, of C., Darden of G., Dennis, Dougherty, Ector, Elli- 
son, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, 
King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McMillin, 
Middleton, Nickels, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker 
of T., Parsons, Pettus, Randolph, Pollock, Reeves, Rushing, 
Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harrison, Stout, 
Sullivan, Tarlton, ‘Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, True- 
heart, Waelder, White, Williams of Lamar, Williams of San 
Augustine, Witt, Worsham—6l. 

Nays—Mesars Dickson, Poag, Trigg—2. 
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A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House of the passage of the following Bill originating in that 
body. 

A bill to incorporate the Jefferson and Dangerfield Rail 
Road company. 

Mr. Williams of S. A., called up a Senate bill to encourage 
the improvement of the navigation of the rivers and other 
navigable waters in Texas by making appropriation for the 
same. 

On motion the House adjourned until 3 oclock, P. m. 


3 o'clock P. x. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called quorum 
present. . 

A Senate bill to encourage the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the rivers and other navigable waters in Texas, by mak- 
ing appropriations for the same was taken up. J 

On motion of :Mr Gaines a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Gaines the call was suspended. 

Bill read Ist time—rule suspended; read 2d time by 
caption. 
Mr Randolph moved to postpone further consideration of 
the’bill until Friday next at 11 o’clock, a. m. and to have 200 

copies of the same printed. 

Mr. Pollock moved to lay motion to postpone on the the ta- 
ble—carried. 

Mr. Witt offered the following amendment, provided 
that all moneys accruing to any county under the provisions of 
this aet, said money both from the county and State, shall 
be expended on the part of the river designated by the county 
making such subscription. 

On motion of Mr. Williams of S. A., the amendment laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Parsons moved to refer the bill to the committee on inter- 
nal improvements. 

Mr. McClanahan moved to lay the motion to refer, on the 
table. 

Yeas and nays being demanded the vote stood as follows : 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Busby, Charl- 
ton, Cleveland of B., Clevelandof L., Crosby, Darden of C., 
Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson, Ector, Ellison, Gaines, Gay, 
Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, McClanahan, McCown, 
Middleton, Moore, Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker 
of A., Poag Polloek, Richardson, Sayles, Shaw, Smith ot Har- 
ris, Smith of N., Sullivan, Tompkins, West White, William ; 
of L, Williams of S. A., Witt, Wood, Worsham— 45. 
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Nays=+Messrs. Arnold, Bonner, Crabb, Dalrymple, Dancy, 
Pongberty, Francis, Green, Hooker, Locke, Martin of H, 
Martin of L., McMillin, Parsons, Pettus, Randolph, Rushing, 
Selman, Smith of Harrison, Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, Throck- 
morton, Trigg, Trneheart—25. 

So the motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. Waelder offered the following amendment : 

Strike out all after the word “provided” in the 9th section, 
and insert in liceu thereof the following “that in all cases when 
chartered companies or communities have underlet to contrac- 
tors, and such contractors shall have expended and are expend- 
ing thelr own means in the construction of canals or channels, 
without receiving any money from the company or communi- 
ty whose work they have undertaken, the benefits of this act 
shall accrue to such contractors, and they shall beentitled to 
receive the sums of money to be paid under and agreeable to 
the provisions of this act, and that this act be in force of and 
take effect from and after its passazc.” 

On motion of Mr. Bell, amendment laid on the table. 

Mr. McCown moved to postpone further consideration of the 
Bill until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a. m. 

Or motion of Mr. Williams of S. A., motion to postpone 
was laid on the table, , 

Mr. Waelder offered the following amendment. 

Insert after the proviso in the 9th section the words: “Un- 
less such toll shall be collected under some charter heretofore 
granted:” and provided further that in all cases where charter- 
‘ed companies or communities have underlet to others and such 
others shall have expended and are expending their own means 
in the construction of such canals or channels, without receiv- 
ing any money from the company or commanity, whose work 
they have undertaken; the benefit of this act shall accrue to 
such assigns, and they shall be entitled to receive the four 
fold sum of money under and agreeably to the provisions of 
this act for all! work to be hereafter done by them, _ 

On motion of Mr. Bell, the amendment was laid on the table. 

The yeas and nays were demanded -on passing the bill to a 
rd reading and stood as foltows: 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Busby, Charl- 
ton, Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden of 
G., Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Gaines, Gay, 
Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, McOlanahan, McCown, 
Middleton, Moore, Nickles, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker 
of A., Parsons, Pollock, Richardson Sayles, Selman, Shaw, 
Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of N. Sullivan, Tarlton 
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Taylor, Tompkins Trigg, Waelder, West, White, Williams of 
L., Williams of S. A., Witt, Wood—53. 

Navs—Arnold, Bonner, Crabb, Dalrymple, Francis, Greene, 
Hooker, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McMillin, Pettus, 
Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Rushing, Smith of Harrison Stout, 
Worsham—19. i 

So the bill passed to a 3rd reading. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of the following Bills originatingin the Senate. 

A bill to incorporate the Powder Horn, Vietoria and Gonza- 
les Railroad company. 

A Bill to validate certain acts of the Assessor and collector of 
Taxes, appointed unde the provisions of an act eutitled an aet 
to provide for the assessment and collection of taxes, approved 
May 13th, b856. 

A joint resolution authorizing the Governor to take measures 
to procure the transcribing of the Journals of the House of 
Representatives of the late Republic and State of Texas by 
Benjamin F. Hill, or the return of the money drawn by him as 
payment for said work. l 

On motion the House adjourned until to-morrow 10 o’elock 
A. M 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Jan 31st, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, 

Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

- By leave, Mr Norton, one of the committee on State affairs, to 
whom was referred a bill to regulate Mustang chases, West of 
the San Antonio river reported a substitute therefor, and reeom- 
mended its passage. 

On motion of Mr Norton, rule susnended, and said repert ta- 
ken up—substitute read and adgpted, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, rule suspended, read third time, and passed. - 

PETITIONS. 


Mr Smith of Harris presented the petition of Edmund Tueker 
for compensation, in land and money; referred to committee 
on public debt. 

Mr Crabb presented the petition of Samuel Hill, for land; re- 
ferred to committee on private land claims, No. 2. 

Also the petition of A. J. Stevens, for land; referred to com 
mitiee on private land claims, No. 2. 

Mr Gaines presented the petition of Isaac T, Tinsley, for relief; 
referred to committee on public debt. 
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Mr Merrick presented the memorial of sundry citizensof the 
the State of Maine, in aid of the construction of the Atlanticand 
Pacific Telegraph through the State of Texas; referred to com- 
mittee on internal improvements. ` 

On motion of Mr Brown, rule suspended, and a bill to create 
the county of Live Uak, with amendments from the Senate, ta- 
ken up, and amendments concurred in. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr Throckmorten, chairman of the committee on internal 
improvements, made the following report: 

The committee on internal improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred a Senate’s bill tor the relief of the Buffalo, Brazos, and 
Colorado Rail Road Company, or their assigns in certain cases, 
have considered thesame. ‘I'he bill proposes to extend the time 
until Jan, 1857, in whick said company or their assigns may lo- 
cate their certificates, and to make valid, locations made after 
the time allowed by law for their location; all of which your 
commitéee believe should be granted. The bill is herewith re— 
ported back, and its passage respectfully recommended. 
| Rule suspended, and bill taken up and passed to a third read> 
| ing, rule suspended, read third time, and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
| of the passage of a bill (originating in the House) to change the 
| name of Julius Valettiae Cook, of Fayette county, to that of 
Richard Valentine Cook. 

| And of the passage ef a joint resolution instructing our Sena 
| tors, and requesting our Representatives in Congress, to use their 
influence to procure the incorperation of the officers ef the fate 
navy of Texas into the navy of the United States. — 

Mr Owings, one of the committee on county and county 
| boundaries, fe whem was referred a Senate bill to create the 
| county of Cibolo, reported the same back to the House, and 
| recommended its passage. 

Rule suspended, and said bill taken up and passed to a third 
| reading, rule suspended, read third time, and passed by a two- 
| thirds vote, as follows: 
| Yxas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B, Cleveland of L, 
Crabb, Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, 
Ector, Ellison, Frances, Gay, Green, Gaines, Hale, Hooker, Jun- 
| ker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of L, Mc- 
| Clanahan, McMillin, Middleton, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, 
| Owings, Parker of A, Parker of T, Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pol- 
lock, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, 


| -Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, 
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Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, West, White, 


as) 


Williams of L, Williams of S A, Witt, Wood, and Worsham 
"y 

Nays—Messrs. Randolph, and Waelder—2. 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed, the following bills: 

A bill anthorizing the county courts of this State, to grant li- 
cence for the retail of spirituous, vinous, and intoxicating liquors, 
in quantities less than a quart, and imposing a licence tax for 
such p.1vilege. 

And a bill to change the names of Caroline Boyd, and Lucy 
Ann Boyd, and to authorize Charles B. Stewart to adopt them, 

Mr Gaines, chairman of the committee on roads, bridges, and 
ferries, to whom was referred a bill granting to Heary B. Force 
certain privileges, reported a substitute therefor, and recommend- 
ed its passage. 

Mr Aidrey, one of the committee on claims and accounts, to 
whom was referred a Senate bill for the relief of Samuel Rowe, 
reported the same back to the House, and recommended its in- 
definite postponement. 

Mr Ardrey, one of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the message cf the Governor, relative to the 
prosecution of certain indictments pending in the district court 
of Galveston county, against certain individuals for illegal bank. 
ing, reported a bill authonzing the Governor to employ an attor- 
ney lo prosecute certain causes pending in the district court of 
Galveston county, and for his compensation, which was read first 
time. l 

REPORTS OF SELEOT COMMITTEES. 

Mr Smith of Harris, chairman of a select committee, to whom 
was referred a Senate bill to provide for a geological examination 
of the State of Texas, reported the same back to the House, and 


‘recommended its passage. 


Mr Davis, chairman of a select committee, to whem was re- 
ferred a Senate bill to incorporate the Trinity Valley Railway 
Company, reported the same back to the House, ‘and recou- 
mended its passage. 

On motion of Mr Davis, rule suspended, and said bill taken 
up, read, and passed to a third readiug, rule suspended, read 
tuird time, and passed by a two-thirds vote, as follows: 

Yuas—-Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Bonner, Brown, 
Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B, Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, 
Dai d2n of G, Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Elli- 
son, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Kit- 
trell, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of L, McClanahan, McCown, Mce- 
Millin, Melton, Middleton, Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker 
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of A, Parker of T, Pettus, Pollock, Reeves, Richardson, Rush-. 


ing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, 
Smith of N, Stout, Tarlton, Tarver, faylor, Throckmorton, 
Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, West, Williamsof Lamar, Witt, and 
Worsham—62. 

Nays—Messrs. Poag, and Sherwood—2. 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton, rule suspended, and a Sen- 
ate bill toamend the 7th section of anact to provide for the 
payment of six companies of mounted volunteers that were mus- 
tered into the service cf the State of Texas, on the 1st day of 
November, 1854, under requisition of Brevet Major General 
Persifer F. Smith, and to pay the expenses incurred by said 
companies, approved 14th January, 1856; taken up, and read 
first time, rule suspended, read second time and passed toa 
third reading, rule further suspended, read third time, and 
pas:e1. 

On motion of Mr Locke, rule suspended, and a bill for the 
relief of Henry Patrick, taken up, read second time, and or- 
dered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read third time, and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr Cleveland of Liberty, the House pro- 
ceeded to take up the business on the Speaker’s table, and or- 
ders of the day. 

The hour having arrived, the special order of the day, viz. 
the Senate bill to provide for the investment of the special 
school fund in the bonds of Railroad Companies, incorporated 
by; the State, was taken up, and on motion of Mr Norton, post- 
poned untild o’clock P. M. 

A Senate bill encouraging the improvement of rivers, &c., 
was taken up, and read third time. 

Mr Stout offered the following amendment to the last section 
of the bill: i 

Provided, That one hundred thousand dollars be, and the 
same is hereby appropriated, to be expended to no other-use 
than digging a number of Artesian wells, at the head ofall 
rivers in the State, that they may be supplied with water. .On 
motion of Mr Ochiltree, laid on the table. 

Mr Trigg moved to postpone the bill until the 2d Monday in 
July next. 

Mr Williams of S. A., moved to lay said motion on the table, 
The yeas and nays being demanded, the said motion was laid 
on the table by the following vote: 

Yras-—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Busby, Charl- 
ton, Cleveland of L, Crosby, Darden of C., Darden of G., 
Dennis, Gaines, Gay, Hale, Junker, Lawhon, McClanahan, 
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McCown, Middleton, Moore, Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, 
Owings, Parker ot A., Poag, Pollock, Richardson, Sayles, 
Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of N., Tarlton, Tarver, Tomp- 
kins, White, Williams of L., Williams of S. A., Witt, Wood 
—40. i 

Nays—Me:srs. Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Crabb, Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Davis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Green, 
Hines, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin of La- 
vacea, McMillin, Merrick, Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Ran- 
dolph, Rushing, Selman, Sherwood, Smith of Harrison, Stout, 
Sullivan, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder. 
West, Worsham— 38. 

Mr McCown offered the following amendment: Amend 
by adding in the 9th Section, “except the contractors for open- 
ing the mud flat between Aransas Bay aud Corpus Christi Bay.” 

On motion of Mr Williams of S. A., laid on table. 

Mr Willams of San Augustine, offerred the following amend- 
ment: Amend by adding that the Treasurer be required to give 
bond in the sum of $5000 00 payable to any one of the Chief 
Justices of the county in which such subscription may be taken. 

On motion of Mr Cleveland of Liberty, Jaid on the table. 

Mr Ochiltree moved the previous question, which motion 
was duly seconded, and the main question ordered. 

The main question being on the final passage of the biil, the 
House refused to pass the same by the following vote, (not being 
a two third vote :) 

Yras.—Mesars. Speaker, Ardrev, Bell, Brown, Busby, Chart- 
ton, Cleveland of Liberty, Crosby, Dancy, Darden of C., Dar- 
den of G., Dennis, Gaines, Gay, Hale, Junker, Latham, Law- 
hon, McClanahan, McCown, Middleton, Moore, Nickles, Nor- 
ton, Gchiltree, Gwings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Poag, Pol- 
lock, Reeves, Richardson, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Har- 
ris, Smith of Harrson, Smith of N., Sullivan, Tarlton, Tompkins, 
Waelder, West, White, Williams of I., Williams of & A. 
Witt, Waed, Worsham,—48s. ~ 

Nays.—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Cleveland of B., 
Crabb, Dalrymple, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Green, 
Hines, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of L, McMillin, 
Merrick, Parsons, Pettis, Randolph, Rushing, Sherwood, 
Stout, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, Trnehart—31. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House that the Senate had reconsidered, and passed by atwo- 
thirds vote, a bill for the relief of certain Sheriffs therein named, 
notwithstanding the objections of the Governor thereto ; and 
transmitting to the House the message of the Governor, giving 


519 


his reasons for returning the same for reconsideration, as fol- 
Jows : 
Exercotive OFFICE. 
Austin, Texas, January 24th, 1956. i 
Gentlemen of the Senate 


and House of Representatives : 

I return herewith, to the Senate, an act for the relief of certain 
Sheriffs therein named. 

This act requires the comptroller to andit the acconnt of Ja- 
cob B. Harrall, Sheriff of Williamson county, for the sum of 
eighty seven dollars, expenses incurred by him in conveying 
Massillon Farley, a convict fo the Penitentiary, and also the 
claim «Mohn A. Vermon late Sheriff of Nueces county, for the 
sum of one hundred and twenty-five dollars, expenses incurred 
by him in conveying George Green and John Haunter to the 
Penitentiary, and also requires the State Treasury to pay the 
same., 

The 9th Section of an act to establish a State Penitentiary, 
approved 13th of March 1848, (Hartley’s Digest Article 2672) 
establishes what the compensation of Sheriffs and guards shall 
be for conveying prisoners to the Penitentiary, makes the super- 
intendent of the Penitentiary the Judge of the number of guards 
necessary to be employed, and also provides that all such ac- 
counts shall be paid on the certificate of the superintendent. 

Mr Green called up a Senate bill to change the name of Mar- 
garet Catharine Burks to Margaret Catharine Moore, and the 
name of Emily Jane Burks to Emily Jane Clarke. 

Mr Locke offered the following amendments: 

Strike ont the words in the 6th line, “ Frederick B. Moore ” 
and insert “F. B. Moore”—adopted. 

In 7th line strike out after the words “his wife” the words 
‘Tabitha Moore ”—adopted. 

Strike out the letter “D” in William Clark’s name, and also 
strike out after the word “wife” the name “ Bethina” in the 
11th line—adopted. 

Add Sec. 2. That this Act take effect and be in force trom 
and after its passage—adopted. 

The bill as amended passed to a third reading—rule suspen- 
pended, and bill as amended read third time and passed. 

Mr Middleton obtained leave to withdraw the petition of 
Nancy Walker and Catharine Dodson. 

Mr Bee called up a Senate bill for the relief of E. W. Moore 
—read and passed to a third reading. 


Mr Dancy moved to postpone the bill. until the 2nd Monday 
_in July next. 
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The rule was then suspended, and the bill for the relief of 
E. W. Moore, read third time and passed; (the yeas and nays 
being demanded,) by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of B, Crosby, Darden of C, Dardew of G. 
Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Gaines, Gay, 
Greene, dale, Ho ker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin 
of Lavaca, McClanahan, McCown,McMillin, Middleton, Nickels, 
Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of Anderson, Parsons, Pet- 
tus, Reeves, Runnells, Sayles, Selman, Smith of Harris, Smith, 
of Harrison, Stout, Sullivan, Throckmorton, Trigg, Truehart, 
Waelder, West, White, Williams of Lamar, Witt and Wood 
—53. 

Nays—Messrs. Dalrymple, Dancy, Francis, Moore, Poag, 
Rushing, Shaw, Taylor and Williams of San Augast:ne—9. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 8 o’clock P. M. 


3 O’Croox, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called~=quoruna 
present. 

Mr Tarver moved to reconsider the vote refusing to pass a 
Senate bill to encourage the improvement of the navigation of 
the rivers and other navigable waters in Texas, by making ap- 
propriations for the same. oe 

On motion of Mr Tarver, a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr Gaines, the Sergeant-at-arms was dispatched 
for absentees. 

Mr Norton moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock “Monday morn— 
ing—lost. 

Call suspended. i 

Mr Adrian (by leave) offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That from and after the adjournment of the Leg- 
islature on the 4th day of February, the subscription of this 
House to the various papers of this city be, and the same is 
hereby ordered to be discontinued, : 

Mr Throckmorton offered the following substitute : 

Resolved, That the Reporter of this House, W. F. Weeks, 
receive for his services the sum of five dollars per day in addi- 
tion to his salary, from the 1st day ot November 1856, to the 
4th day of February 1856, inclusive; and from the 4th of Feb- 
ruary to the 81st of March, inclusive, the sum of ten dollars per 
day, to be paid out of the contingent fund of this House; and 
that the publishers of the State Gazette and State Times, send 
to the address of cach member, the papers to which they are 
respectively entitled, to the 31st of March inclusively. 
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On motion of Mr Norton, laid on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House of the passage ofthe following bill, originating in the 
House : T 

A bill to compensate assessors and collectors for taking the 
scholastice population in their respective counties. 

Mr Trigg moved to lay the resolution and substitute on the 
table—lost. . 

The substitute was then adopted. 

Mr ‘Tompkins offered the foilowiag amendment to the sub- 
stitute : Provided, that the reporter be discharged after the ex- 
piration of said time—lost. l 

The resolution as substituted was then adopted. 

The motion to reconsider the vote refusing to pass the Sen- 
ate bill, to encourage the improvement of the navigation of 
the rivers, and other navigable waters in Texas, &c., being 
before the House, Mr. Latham moved to postpone said motion 
until to-morrow 11, a. u.—lost. 

The question on the motion to reconsider was then put, and 
the yeas and nays being demanded, the result was as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Busby, Charl- 


| ton, Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dancy, Darden of ©., Davis, - 


Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Francis,Gaines, Gay, Hale, Hines, 
| Junker’ Kittrell, Lawhon, Martin of L., McClanahan, MeCown 
| Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of 
| T., Parsons, Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Runnells, Sayles 
| Selman, Shaw, Smith of H’s, Smith of H’n, Smith of N., Sul- 
| livan, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Tompkins, Waelder, West, 
| White, Williams of Lamar, Williams of 8. A., Wood and 
| Worsham—54. 

| Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Cleveland of B., 
| Crabb, Dalrynipie, Ellison, Green, Hooker, King, Locke, 
| McMillin, Merrick, Reeves, Rushing, Sherweod,Stout, Throck- 
| morton, Trigg, Trueheart—20. 

So the vote refusing to pass, said bill was reconsidered. 

| Question then being on the final passage of the bill, the 
| vote was as follows: 

| Yxas—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Busby, Charl, 
| ton, Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dancy, Darden of C., Dennis- 
| Dickson, Gaines, Gay, Hale, Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Law- 
| hon, Martin of L., McClanahan, McCown, Middleton, Moore, 
| Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of 
| T., Poag, Pollock, Richardson, Runnels, Sayles Selman, Shaw, 
| Smith of H’s, Smith of H’n, Smith of N., Sullivan, cerns 
1 Y 
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Tarver, Tompkins, Waelder, West, White, Williams of La- 
mar, Williams of San Augustine, Wood and Worsham—51. 

Nays—Messrs Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Cleveland of B., 
Crabbe, Dalrymple, Davis, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Fran- 
cis, Green, Hines, Hooker, King, Locke, McMillin, Merrick, 
Parsons, Randolph, Reeves, Rushing, Sherwood, Stout, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Trigg, Trueheart,—28, __ 

So the House refused to pass the bill, there not being a two- 
third vote in its favor. ` ; 

The hour having arrived for the consideration of the. Loan 
Bill, the same was, on motion of Mr Throckmorton, postponed 
until 10 o’clock, a. m., to-morrow. 

Mr Williams called up a bill to re-organize the 2nd Judicial 
Distriet, &c., together with the réport of the committee on tle 
Judiciary, recommending the passage of a substitute therefor ; 
substitute adopted and ordered to be engrossed ; rule suspended ; 


read 8rd time and passed. 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the 


T of the passage of the following bill, (originating in the 
ouse. oe 

A bil for the relief of Fred. W. Moore, and of the passage 
of the following bills, originating in the Senate: 

A bill making appropriations for the use and support of the 
State Government, for the years 1856 and 1857. 

A bill to ascertain the legal claims for moneys and !and 
against the State. 

A bill to provide for the holding of the District Court of 
Matagorda County, in the year 1856. 

Mr Bell called up a bill (Senate) supplementary to the act of 
Mareh 138th, ’48, entitled an act better defining the marital 
rights of parties. 

Mr Lawhon moved to postpone the bill until the 2nd Monday 
in July next, and to have 100 copies of the same printed. 

Mr moved to lay said motion on the table—lost. 
Question being ou the motion to postpone and print the 


same was put and carried. 

Mr White called up a bill for the relief of Basil Durbin ; 
read 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed; rule suspended, 
read 3rd time and passed. 

Mr Dennis, chairmain of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported the following bills as correctly engrossed : 

An act for the relief of Henry Patrick. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to incor- 
porate the San Antonio and Mexican Guif Railroad, approved 
Sept. 5th, 1850, and the supplements thereto. 
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Also, a bill to be entitled an- act authorizing the trustees of 
omal county to levy and collect a special tax for school pur- 
OSes. 
Mr Locke, of the committee on enrolled bills, reported the 
following bills correctly enrolled: 
An act to create the county of Llano. 
An act to create and organize the county of San Saba. 
An act amendatory of an act concerning crimes and punish- 
ments, approved March 20th, 1848. 
An act to incorporate the Washington Sounty Railroad 
Company. ; 
Mr Bonner called up a bill for the relief of the heirs of George 
Waggoner, deceased ; bill ordered to be engrossed ; rule sus- 
ended ; bill read 3rd time and passed.: 
On motion the House adjourned till 7 o'clock, P. m. 


7 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

| House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
| present. 

| Mr West called up a Senate bil to incorporate the city of 
| Austin; read Lst time; rale suspended; read 2nd time and 
| passed to a 8rd reading; rule further suspended; read 3rd 
| time and passed. 

| On motion of Mr Petins, rule suspended, and a Senate bill 
| for the relief of James Tarlton, taken up, and passed to a 8rd 
| reading ; rule suspended; read 3rd time and passed. 

| Mr Brown called up a bill (Senate) granting Pelican Island, 
| in Galveston Bay, to the corporation of the City of Galveston ; 
, bill passed to a 3rd reading; rule suspended; read 3rd time 
| and passed. 

| Mr Green moved a reconsideration of the vote granting Peli- 
| can Island to the City of Galveston—carred; and the question 
| being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were called 
| and stood thus : 

|  Ytas—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, 
| Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., 
| Crosby, Dancy, Darden of O., Darden of G., Dennis. Dickson, 
| Ector, Green, Hale, Hooker, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, M2- 
| Cown, MeMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Owings, Parker 
I of A., Pettus, Reeves, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith 
| of Harris, Stout, Sullivan, Tarver, Throckmorton, Trigg, True- 
| heart, West, Williams of L., Witt and Worsham— 46. 

1 Nayvs—Messrs Crabb, Dalrymple, Davis, Dougherty, Fran- 
| cis, Gaines, Gay, King, Lawhon, McClanahan, Norton, Ochil- 
| &ree, Parsons, Poag, Pollock, Runnels, Rushing, Smith of Har- 
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rison, Smith of N., Taylor, Waelder, White and Williams—93, 
So the bill passed. l 

Mr Waelder called up a Senate bill to incorporate the City 
of San Antonio. 

On motion of Mr Waelder the amendments reported by the 
committee were laid on the table by the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, 
Brown, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dancy, Dar- 
den of C., Davis, Ector, Francis, Gay, Gaines, Green, Hooker, 
Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, McClanahan, McMillin, 
Moore, Parker of Anderson, Parsons, Poag, Pollock, Reeves, 
Rushing, Selman, Smith of Harris, Sullivan, Taylor, Throck- 
morton, Trigg, Trueheart, Waelder, Williams of L., Williams 
of S. A. and Witt—42. 

Nays—Messrs Busby, Charlton, Crabb, Dalrymple, Darden 
of G., Dickson, Dougherty, Hale, McCown, Middleton, Ochil- 
tree, Runnels, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harrison, 
Smith of Newton, Tarver, West and White—20. 

Mr Cleveland of Liberty, inoved the reconsideration of the- 
vote laying the amendments on table, yeas demanded, the 
House refused to reconsider by the following vote : 

Yras.—Measrs. Bell, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Crabb, Dal- 
rymple, Darden of G, Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Hale, 
King, Kittrell, McClanahan, Middleton, Norton, Ochiltree, 
Pettus, Poag. Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith-of Harrison, 
Smith of Newton, Tarlton, Tarver, Throckmorton, West, Wil- 
liams of S. A., Witt,—30. 

Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Crosby, Dancy, Ector, Francis, Gaines, 
Gay, Green, Hooker, Junker, Latham, Locke, McCown, McMil- 
lin, Merrick, Moore, Owings, Parker of A., Parsons, Pollock, 
Randolph, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Smith of Harris, 
Stout, Sullivan, Taylor, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, White, and 
Williams of L.,—40. 

Mr Tarver moved to strike out 21st clause of Article 3d. 

Mr Ector moved the previous question—lost. 

Question on Mr 'Tarvers motion was before the House, the 
yeas and nays were called for and stood thus: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bell, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of L., 
Crabb, Dalrymple, Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Dickson, 
Dougherty, Ector, Gaines, Hale, King, McClanahan McCown, 
Middieton, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Pettus, Poag, 
Pollock, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Harison; Smith of Newton, 


Stont, Sullivan, Tarver, Tarlton, Throckmorton West, Williams 
of 8S. A.,—35. 
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Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Cleveland 
ot B., Crosby, Dancy, Dardea of ©., Francis, Gay, Hooker, 
Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, McMillin, M errick, Moore, 
Owings, Parsons, Randolph, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Sel- 
man, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Taylor, Trigg, Truehart, 
Waelder, White, Willaims of L., and Witt —34. 

So the House struck out the 21st clause of the 3d Article of 
the bill to incorporate the city of San Antonio. 

Mr West offered the following amendment: 

Art. 5th. Sec. 6th. Strke out all that part which relates 
to property qualifications in voters. 
| Mr Owings moved to lay the amendment on the table, yeas 
| and nays being demanded stood 28 yeas 37 nays. 
| The amendment was adopted and bill passed to a third read- 
| ing, rule suspended bill read 3d time and passed. 
| Mr Parsons moved to reconsider the vote passing the bill to 
| incoporate the city of Austin—motion laid on the table. 
| Mr. Crosby moved to adjourn till 10 o'clock to-morrow— 
| Jost. 
| Mr. Bell called up the Bellville charter, on which the House 
| adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow, pending Bellville ebar- 
, fer, 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
February Ist. 1856. į 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll ealled—quorum 
present, 

Journals of yesterday read and adopted. 
| A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
f of the passage of the following, bills originating-in the House: 
A bill for the relief of George W. Shelton. 
A bill for the reliet of Henry Patrick. 
| A bill to better define the west boundary line of Grayson 
county, and the east boundary line of Cook county. 
f <A bill anthorizing A. F. Leonard to erect a mill on, and eon— 
| Struct a dam across thewest fork of Trinity River, 
| And of the passage of the following bills originating in the 
i Senate. 
| <A bill for the relief of the heirs of Charles S. Hardwick. 
| A bill to detect and prevent the payment of frandalent certif- 
| cates of public debt, and provide for the collection of certain 
Í money due by the United States. 
į} On motion of Mr. Charlton rule suspended, and a Senate 
{bill making appropriations for the use aud support of the State 
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Government for the years 1856 and 1857, takem up and read 
first time; rule suspended, read 2d time, by caption and referred 
to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Locke offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk, be anthorized to employ as 
many assistants as may be necessary to aidthe enrolling and 
Engrossing, Clerks until! Monday next, and that said assistants 
have the same per diem as other clerks. 

Mr. Brown meved to strike out “Chief Clerk,” >and in- 
sert, “Speaker”—adopted—and resolution as amended adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Ector, rule suspended, aud a Senate bil} 
for the relief of George H. Burroughs, taken up, and read first 
time; rule suspended, read 2d time and passed toa 8rd reading; 
rule further suspended, read 3rd time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the Doorkeeper was excused 
until Tuesday. 

Mr Dennis chairma of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 


To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills: 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Amberter Lodge 
No. 42 I. 0. O. F. 

A bill to be entitled : an act, to incorporate the Linden Acade- 
my. 

A bill to be entitled | an act to extend the time for procuring 
unconditional head right certificates, where couditional ones 
have heretofore issued. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Dallas. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of George Wagoner 
deceased, 

All of which are correctly engrossed. 

Report submitted. 

ISAAC N. DENNIS, Ch’rm’n of Commi. 

Mr Darden of G., Chairman of the committee on enrolled 
Bills, made the following report: 


Hon. H. P. Bee, 


Speaker of ihe House of Representatives . : 
The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follo 
ing bills, viz: 
A bill to be entitled an act, giving the assent of the State of 
Texas to an act to provide for the payment of such creditors of 
the late Repnblic of Texas, as are comprehended in the act of 
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Congress of Sept. nine, eighteen hundred and fifty, which was 
passed at the second session of the thirty-third Congress of the’ 
United States and approved February 28th, 1855. 

A bill to be entitled an act, to amend the 7th section of an act 
to provide for the payment of six companies of mounted volun- 
teers, that were mustered into the service of the State of Texas, 
on the 1st day of November 1854, nuder a requisition of Brevet 
Major’ General, Percifor F. Smith, and to pay the expenses, 
ineurred by said companies, approved, 14th of January, 1856. 

A bill to be entitled an act, for the relief of Jesse Dean. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the time of holding the 
District Courts in the county of Cameron. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Soule University. 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporatethe Memphis, ElPase 
and Pacific Rail: Road ‘Company. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Cibolo. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the reliefof the Buffalo Bayou, 
Brazos and Colorado company, or their assignees In certain cases. 

All of which are correctly enrolled, and having been properly 
signed were this day presented to the Governor. 

STEPHEN H. DARDEN, Chairman.: 

Mr. Witt obtained leave to record his votes in favor of the re- 
consideration and final passage of a Senate bill providing for the 
improvement of the rivers of the State. 

On motion of Mr. Crosby, rule suspended, and a joint reso- 
lution from the Senate granting leave of absence to Joel L. 
Ancrim, Judge of the 11th Judicial District, taken up; read 
first time; rule suspended, read 2d time and passed to a third 
reading; rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 
= Mr. McAlphin, representative elect from the counties of Titus 
and Cass, came forward, was duly qualified and took his-seat. 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of Liberty, the House proteeded 
ss up the business on the Speaker’s table, and orders of the 

ay. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, chairman of the committee on public 
debt, to whom was referred a Senate Bill for the relief of L. 
S. Hargous H. R. W. Gill, G. B. Lamar, and Samuel Swartwout 
and a Senate Bill to authorize the auditor and comptroller to 
audit bond No. 164, of the ten per cent consolidated 
stock of 5th of February, 1840, reported the same back to 
the House and recommended its passage | 

A bill to incorporate the town of Bellville, was then taken 
up, together with the report of the committee on State Affairs 
Tecommending the passage of the same with amendments; 
amendments concurred in—and bill as amended ordered to be 
engrossed; rule suspended, read 3rd time and passed. 
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Mr Lawhon (by leave) introduced a bill to provide for the 
survey and estimate of inter—-canaling the bays and inlets of 
the coast of Texas—read Ist time; rule suspended, read 2d 
time by caption and referred to the committee on Federal rela- 
tions. 

Mr. Dennis chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed, a bill to reorganize the 2nd Judi- 
cial District, and fix the time of holding courts in the same. 

A message was received from his Excellency the Governor. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing the 
passage of the following bills originating in that body: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of D. B. Charlton dec’d. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph D Lilly, adwr. of Jonathan 
Byrd. 

Mic bill to make an appropriation for the payment of a portion 
of the 2nd class debt. 

And the following bills originating in the House: 

A bil to organize the 2nd Judicial District and to fix the 
time of holding courts therein. 

A Joint resolution relating to the votes of Senators Houston 
and Rusk on the Kansas-Nebraska Act. 

A. bill to incorporate the town of Dallas. 

A bill to create Kinney county. 

And that the Senate had concurred in the amendments of 
the House to the bill to incorporate the city of San Antonio, 
and a bill to change the name of Margaret Catharine Burks to 
Margaret Catharine Moore, and the name of Emily Jane Burks 
to Emily Jane Clarke. 

A Senate Bill to amend the caption and Ist and 16th sections 
of an act to incorporate the Texas Western Rail Road compa- 
ny, approved Feb. 16th 1852, taken up, read first time—rule 
suspended and bill read 2nd time. ; 

Mr Dancy moved to refer the bill to the committee on In- 
ternal Improvements—lost. 

Mr Moore proposed to amend as follows: 

“ Provided, that any company or companies owning one or 
more charters, who may build a road from the Eastern line of 
this State to, or near El Paso, shall not receive more than the 
amout of land now by the existing Jaws proposed to be given 
by the State to any one company for building a road along or 
near said route. 


Os motion ot Mr Smith of Harrison, amendment laid on the 
table. 


The main question was ordered, which was the passage of 
the bill toa 3rd reading. 
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The yeas and nays being called for stood thus : 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrian, Arnold Bell, Bonner Brown, 
Busby, Charlton, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of C, Darden of 
G, Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Hale, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of L, MeClana- 
han, McMillin,- McAlpin, Middleton, Nickels, Ochiltree, Par- 
ker of A, Pettus, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stont, Tarlton, Tayler, 
Throckmorton, White and Williams of Lamar—46. 

Nays—Messrs. Ardrey, Cleveland of L, Crabb, Dancy, 
Gaines, Greene, Owings, Poag, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of N, 
Sullivan, Tarver, Trigg, Truehart, Williams of San Augustine 
and Worsham—17. 

So the bill passed to a third reading. 

Mr Tarver being called upon the vote, proceeded to address 
the House in explanation of his vote. Objection being made, 
the Speaker asked if the House would grant the gentleman leave 
to address the House—leave was granted. 

Mr Tarver made the following point of order: a 

That under the — of the constitution he hada 
right to speak upon any question that might arise in the House. 

The Speaker decided thatunder therules of the House, he 
had no rightto address the House upon any question upon 
which the House had ordered the main question. 

Mr Tarver appealed from the decision of the Speaker. 

The House sustained the Speaker. 

Mr Throckmorton moved a suspension of the rule, that the 
bill might be read a third time and passed. 

Mr Dancy moved a call of the House. 
On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock, P. m. 


. 3. O’CLOCK, P. M. 
House met—roll called—quorum present. 
Mr White, by leave, made the following report: 
| The committee on enrolled bills have examined a bill for the 
relief of Basil Durbin, and find it correctly engrossed. 
Mr Pollock, chairman of the committce on contingent expen- 
| ses, made the following report: 
| Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, ke., 
i. The committee on contingent ex— 
| penses direct me to make the following report, setting forth the 
| names of the persons and the amounts allowed by them to each 
| person as per their account: 
| December 20th, 1855. l 
An account of S. M. Swenson for dry goods, 
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tacks, binding &c., ased in fitting up the Legis- 
lative Hall before the meeting of the legisla- 
ture, certified to by E. M. Pease, Governor, 
and Jas. B. Shaw, Comptroller, 

An account in favor of S. M. Swenson, for 
stoves and irons, shovels and tongs, blacksmith 
and tinner’s bills, certified as abeve, 

December 12th, 1855. 

An account of S. M. Swenson, for locks, chairs, 
tables, stationary, lamps, oi!, candles, curtain- 
goods, carpets, matting, carpenter work, repairs 
of furniture, Wheelbarrow, axes, Blacksmith’s 
bill &., 

January, 1856. 

An account in favor of S. M. Swenson, for 
stationary, candles, carpets, labor, blacksmith 
bills, locks, cement, bricks, mason and tinner’s 
bills, lead pipe, wood, lamp oil, locks and Ink, 

An aecount in favor of L. D. Carrington, 
& Co., for material-in funeral expenses of the 
Hien. J.C. Harrison, 

An account in iavor of Jules Bouloy for fitting 
up the House before the meeting of the legislature, 
certified to by E. M. Pease and Jas. B. Shaw, 

An account in favor of Wm. Phillips, for dig— 
ging grave for Harrison, 

An a count in favor of 
carpenter work, 

An account in favor of Webster & Tumy, for cof- 
fin, sexton, &e, for funeral of Hon. J. C. Harrison, 

An account for witness fees and traveling expen- 
ses of Wm. Hines for appearing before committee 
on frauds perpetrated on Adjutant General, 

Amount of expenses attendant on procuring WH- 
ness Hines before said committee on frauds, paid to, 
Jiles Boggess, sr., 

Anaccount in favor of B. F. Benton, as assistant 
Bergeant-at'arms of the House, for bringing witness 
Epps, of San Augustine, before committee on frauds 
perpetrated on Adjutant General’s Office, including 
compensation forthe services of five guards who 
guarded said witness from San Augustine to Aus— 
tin & , also, expenses attending the bringing of the 
said witness before said committee, 


Amount, 


Payne & Phillips, for 


1109, 26 


501,26 
120,08 


176,35 
400 
232,23 

50,00 


28,40 


464,10 


53l 


Amounting to four thousand two hundred and seventy-five 
71-100, dollars. Considering the large quantity of articles pur- 
chased and used from timetotime by the legislature of our 
State, your committee are satisfied that by the exercise ofa 
proper degree of prudence anv forecast, the requisite articles 
can be procured at a cheaper rate than we have been in the 
habit of paying for them. Therefore, proper regard for the in— 
terest of the State, induce your committee respectfully. to sug- 
gest the propriety of the appointment of some discreet person 
_ for the purpose of attending to the purchase of all such station. 

ery and all other such articles as may be necessary for the use 
of the legislature. l 

Mr McMillin, by leave, presented the petition of the heirs 
of Fleming Crutehtield——-referred to committee on private land 
claims No. 2. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor, 
was taken from the Speaker’s stand and read. 

` Exrcutive OFFICE, 
Austin, Texas, Ist February, 1856. 
Gentlemen of the Senate l 
and House of Representatives : 


I have thought it proper to inform you, that in case there shall 
not be suflicient time between this and your adjournment on the 
4th inst. for me to examine and decide upon the large number 
of bills that wall be presented for approval, L may have to avail 
myself of -the right to retain some of them for final action, until 
your adjourned session in July next. In contemplation of law, 
your present meeting and that to take place in July next, will 
be one continued sessicn, and any bill sent to me for approval 
- between this time and your adjournment on Monday, may be 

returned within five days, exclusive of Sundays and the days 
that will intervene between your adjournment on Monday, and 
your re—-assembling in July. 

The Attorney General concurs with me in the view I take of 
this subject, aud I presume it will aot be questioned by any 
one. This communication is made to you so that ifany bills are 
not finally acted on by me before your adjournment, you may be 
advised thatit is because I have not had sufficient time to exam— 
ine them, and also that if any of them are not approved by me, 
they will be returned to you for reconsideration at the adjourned 
session. 

lt is my intention, howéver, to act upon all bills sent to me 


before Monday, if it is possible forme to do so. Message re- 
ceived, 
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Question pending when the House adjourned,. viz: . “Mr 
Throckmorton’s motion to suspend the rule, and put upon its pas- 
sage a bill to amend the caption, and 1st and 16th sections of an 
act to incorporate the Vicksburgh and Pacific Rail Road Com- 
pany, taken up. Call of the House ordered—call suspended, 
Question on suspending rule being put, the yeas and nays were 
called and stood tae 

Yxras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Crabb, Crosby, Darden of C., Darden 
of G., Dickson, Dougherty, Eetor, Francis, Hooker, Kittrell, 
King, Latham, Locke, McClanahan, McMillin, McAlpin, Mer- 
rick, Middleton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parsons, Pettus, 
Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Harris, 
Sinith of Harrison, Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, West, 
White, Williams of L.. and Witt—44. 

Nays—Messrs. Ardrey, Bell, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Dal- 
trymple, Dancy, Dennis, Green, Hale, Junker, Lawhon, Martin 
of L., Moore, Norton, Poag, Randolph, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith 
of N., Sullivan, Trigg, Truehart, Williams of S. A., and Wor- 
sham—25. 

The House refused to suspend the rule. 

Mr Truehart called up a bill to amend an act relating to the 
Indians of Texas, passed Feb. 6th, 1854. 

Mr Throckmortor offered the following amendments, to come 


in at the end of Sec. 4th. 


And the survey heretofore made by the authority of the Uni- 
ted States for Indian reserves, be fecognized 1n the General Land 
Office of this State, according to English measure; adopted, and 
bill ordered to be engrossed. Rule suspended, bill read third 
time, and passed. 


4 


A message was received from the Senate, announcing the pas- - 


sage of the following bills, originatinginthe House: . 
A’ bill to authorize the county conrts to grant licence for the 


sale of spirituous liquors in quantities less than a quart, and im- 


posing a licence tax for such privilege. 

A bill for the relief of William S. Kennard, 

And a bill to provide a permanent and safe building for the 
use of the State department, and Executive, and Attorney Gen- 
eral of the State of Texas. 

Mr Busby called up a bill concerning deputy clerks; read 
econd time, and ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read 
hird time, and passed. 

Mr Trigg called up a bill No. 130, and 181, for the relief of 
Thos. H. Mays ; read second time, and ordered to be engrossed, 
rule further suspended, read third time, and passed. 
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Mr Charlton called up a bill for the relief of certain persons 
therein named; reed second time, and ordered to be engrossed, 
rule suspended, read third time, and passed. 

Mr Tompkins called up a bill for the relief of Wm. M. Shep- 
herd; read second time, and ordered to be engrossed, rule sus- 
pended, read third time, and passed. 

Mr Ector moved to reconsider the vote refusing to pass the 
River Bill. The motion was -postponed till to-morrow, at 11 
- o’clock A. M 

On motion of Mr Francis, the Sergeant.at-Arms, (Mr Tay- 
lor) was excused from attendance on the House, till Monday 
next. 

Mr Cleveland of B., called up a joint resolution ‘to validate 
the election of the corporate officers of the town of Castroville, 
for the year 1853; read second time and ordered to be en- 
grosséd, rule suspended, read third time, and passed. 

Mr Throckmorton called up a Senate bill to provide for the 
purchase of a supply of the Texas Digest, for the use of the 
State; read first time, rule suspended, read second time and 
passed to a third reading, rule further suspended, read third 
time, and passed. 

Mr Cleveland of L., called up a Senate bill relinquishing to 
the. Counties, the State tax, for the years 1856 and 1857 ; read 
second time, and Mr Throckmorton moved to refer the bill to 
committee on Finance. Qn motion of Mr Moore laid on the 
table. 

Mr Dancy moved to refer the bill to committee on State af- 
fairs. On motion of Mr Moore laid- on the table. 

Mr Dancy moved to refer the bill tocommittee on county and 
county boundaries. On motion of Mr Moore laid on the tabje. 

Mr Moore moved the main question; ordered. 

The main question being to pass the bill to a third reading, 
the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
' ner, Brown, Busby, Chariton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., 
Crabb, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of O., Darden of G., Den- 
nis, Dickson, Dougherty, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, 
Junker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, Martin of L., McClanahan, 
McCown, McMillin, McAlpin, Middleton, Moore, Parker of A, 
Pettus, Poag, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Smith of Har. 
rison, Smith of N., Stout, Sullivan, Taylor, Trigg, Truehart, 
West, Williams of S. A., and-Witt—52. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Ector, Ellison, Merrick, Ochiltree, 
Parsons, . Randolph, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Tarlton, 
Throckmorton, White and Worsham—13. 


dae ee cope eee Re cae me =e 


534 


So the bill passed to a third reading. 

The question being on the suspension of the rule, to read the 
bill third and last time, the yeas and nays were demanded, and 
stood 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold Bonner, 
Brown, Busby, Chariton, Cleveland of L., Crabb, Crosby, Dal- 
rymple, Darden of ©., Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson, Dough- 
erty, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, La- 
tham, Lawhon, Martin of L., McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, 
McAlpin, Middleton, Moore, Parker of A., Pettus, Poag, Reeves, 
Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., 
Stout, Sallivan, Taylor, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, Williams of 
S. A., and Witt— 50. i 

Nays—Me&srs. Dancy, Ector, Locke, Merrick, Ochiltree, Par- 
sons, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Throckmorton, Tomp- 
kins, West, White, Williams of L., and Worsham— 15. l 

So the House refused to snspend the rule. - 

On motion the House adjourned until 7 ’c‘ock P. M. 


7 o’clock P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, 

On motion of Mr Gaines, rule suspended, and Senate bill to 
restore lands sold for taxes, and purchased by the State to the 
former owners, upou certain conditions, taken up. 

Mr Gaiues offered the following amendment: 

Amend by striking out in 9th line of 1st section, the words 
“ fifty per cent per annum,” and insert therein the words “ fifty- 
five per cent,” aud add to the section the following proviso: 

Provided, That all lands sold by the Republic of Texas, and 
purchased by the same, may be redeemed by paying the amount 
due; and all landssold by the State of Texas and purchased 
by the State, may be redeemed by paying the amount.due, with 
twenty-five per cent. added thereto. 

Mr Sullivan moved to lay the amendment on the table ; 
ost. 

Mr Moore offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment: 

Provided, This relinquist.ment does not extend to eleven 
league grants. 

Mr Latham moved to lay the amendment to the amendment 
on the table; lost. 

The amendment to the amendment—adopted. 

Mr Sullivan moved to lay the amendment as amended on the 
fable. ‘Ihe yeas and nays were called, and stood thus; 


f 
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Yuas— Messrs. Bell, Cleveland of L., Crabb, Crosby, Dalrym- 
ple, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis Dennis, Dickson, 
Dougherty, Kittrell, Latham, Martin of L, McMillin, M id- 
dleton, Norton, Owings, Reeves, Shaw Sherwood, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Harrison, Sumith of N., Sullivan, ` Tarver, 
‘Tompkins, Truehart, and Waelder—29. 

Nays~ Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Busby, 
Dancy, Ector, Gaines, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, M'e- 
Clanahan, McCown, Merrick, Moore, Ochiltree, Parsons Pet 
tus, Poag, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Stout, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Williams of L., Williams of S. A, Witt, Weod, 


and Worsham—33. 
So the House refused to lay the amendment as amended on 


the table. 

A inessage was received from the Senate, announcing to the 
Honse the passage of the following bills, originating in the 
House: 

A biH to authorize John H. White, a minor, to take charge 
of his estate, and transact business as thongh he were 21 years 
old. 

A bill to create the county of Uvalde. 

A bill to create Maverick county, 

And a bill originating in the Senate, supplemental to an act 
to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso, and Pacific Rail Road 
Compan y, passed by the 6th Legislature. 

The question on the adoption of the amendment as amended, 
| being before the House, the yeas and nays were called for, and 
| stood thus: 
|  Yxas—Messrs Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Busby, Cleveland of B, 
| Crabb, Dancy, Dickson, Ector, Gaines, Green, Hooker, King, 
| Martin of L., McClanahan, McCown, Merrick, Ochiltree, Par- 
| sons, Pettus, Randolph, Sayles, Selman, Stout, Taylor, Throck- 
| morton, Williams of L, Williams of S. A—28. 
|  Nays—ZMessrs Speaker, Adrian, Brown, Cleveland of L., 
| Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, Den, 
| nis, Dougherty, Hale, J ee Kittrell, Latham, Mc Millin 
| Middleton, Moore, Nickels, Norton, Owings, Poag, Reeves, 
| Runnels, Rushing, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith 
| Harrison, Smith of Newton, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Tomp- 
| kins, Treebart, Waelder, Worsham—37. ° 
! The House then ordered the main question, viz: the final 
| passage of the bill, which was put, and bill passed. 

On motion of Mr Green, Gen. Simpkins was invited toa seat 


: 


} within the bar of the House. . 
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Afr Dennis, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, re- 
ported the following bills correctly enrolled : 

A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Belville. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas H. Mays. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. M. Williams. 

And a bill supplemental to an act relating to the Indians of 
Texas, approved 6th Feb., 1851. . i 

Mr Norton introduced a joint resolution to appoint joint com 
mittees on the codes of civil and criminal procedure ; read first 
time. 

Mr Taylor called up a Senate bill to incorporate Larissa 
college. ~ 

Mr Taylor proposed to amend the bill as follows : 

Provided, That the 10 acres of land specified in said charter, 
shall not extend over, or interfere with the corporate limits of 
the town of Larissa; adopted, and bill passed toa third reading, 
rule suspended, bill read third time, and passed by the following 
vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crabb, Crosby, Dal 
rymple, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, 
Dougherty, Ector, Gaines, Green, Hooker, Junker, King, Kit 
trell, Martin of L., McCown, McMillin, McAlpin, Merrick, Mid- 
dieton, Nickels, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Poag, Randolph, 
Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stout, Sullivan, Tarl- 
ton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, Waelder, Wil- 
liams of L., Williams of 8. A., Witt, Worsham—58. 

Nays——Messrs Dickson, and Tarver—2. 

Mr Adrian offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the House be, and the same are 
hereby tendered to the Hon. Hamilton P. Bee, for the able, im- 
partial, and dignified manner with which he has presided ovér the 
deliberations of this House during the present session unanimous- 
ly adopted. 

Mr Dancy moved to take up a bill known as the Joan bill. 

A call of the House was ordered. 

Mr Crabb moved to adjourn till to-morrow, at 9 o’clock P. m. ; 
ost. 

Call suspended. 

Mr. Cleveland of L. moved tolay Mr Dancy’s motion on the 
tabie, . 

A call of the House again ordered. 

Mr Green moved to adjourn till 94 o’elock a.w. ; lost, 
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Mr Crosby moved a suspension of the call; lost. 
Mr Moore moved to adjourn till 3 o’clock in the morning; 
lost. 
Call suspended. 
On motion of Mr Worsham the House adjourned till 94 
o'clock a. M., to-morrow. 
| Pending, Mr Cleveland’s mation to lay Mr Dancy’s motion on 
| the table. 


Hotss or REPRESENTATIVES, 
February 2nd, 1856. 

| House met pursuant to adjournment—rtoll called—quorum 
| present. 
| Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
| A message was received from the Senate announcing the pas- 
| sage of the following bills, originating ‘in the House, 
| A bill for the relief of Basil Durbin. 
| A bill to incorporate Linden Academy ; and a bill, origina- 
| ting in the Senate, for the relief of the Coshattee Indians. 

And that the Senate had concurred in the amendments of 
the House to a bill to incorporate the City of San Antonio. 

A. bill to incorporate Larissa College; and a bill to restore 
lands sold for -taxes and purċhased by the State, to the former 
owners upon certain conditions. 

On motion of Mr Crosby, A bill to relinquish to the counties 
the State tax for the years 1856 and ’57, was taken up, read 
8rd time and passed by the following vote: 
|  Ywas—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, ;Bonner, Brown, 
| Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Cleveland of B., Crabb, Cros- 
| by, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, 
| Dickson, Dougherty, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hooker, Junker, 
| Kng, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of H., Martin of L, 
| McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, MeAlpin, Merrick, Middle- 

ton, Moore, Nickels, Norton, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of 
T., Pettus, Poag, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushin 
| Selman, Smith ot Harrison, Smith of N., Stout, Sullivan, Tarl- 
| ton, Taylor, Tompkins, Trigg, Trueheart, Williams of L., Wil- 
liams of S. A.. Witt and Wood—64. 
| _ Nays—Messrs Dancy, Locke, Ochiltree, Parsons, Randolph, 
| Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of H., Throckmorton, West,. 
| White and Worsham—13. . 
| On motion of Mr Sullivan, a Senate bill, for the relief of the 
heirs of Charles S. Hardwick; taken up; read first time, rule 
| Stispended ; read 2nd time and passed to a 3rd reading; rule 
| farther suspended; read Srd time and passed. i 
, ž 


» 


538 


On motion of Mr Davis, a Senate bill to incorporate the 
Terraqueous Transportation Company, was taken up; read Ist 
time; rule suspended; read 2nd time and passed to a 8rd 
reading. 

Mr Witt proposed to strike out 100- wherever it occurs in the 
bill, and insert 50—lost, The main. question was ordered, 
which was the passage of the bill. _ 

The bill was read 3rd time and passed by a two-third vote, 
as follows. 

Yxas—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L, 
Crabb, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Diek- 
son, Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hooker, Jun- 
ker,. King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of L. 
McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, McAlpin, Middleton, Moore, 
Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., 
Pettus, Poag, Reeves, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Har- 
ris, Smith of Harrison, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Throck- 
morton, Trueheart, Waelder, West, White, Williams of L. and 
W itt—62. i a 

Nays—Messrs Dancy, Merrick, Parsons, Richardson, Run- 
nels and Williams of S. A.—6. | 

Mr Charlton, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, made 
the following report: 


Hon. H. P: Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives ; 


The committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Sen- 
ate’s bill, making appropriations for the support of the Govern- 
ment for the years 1856 and 1857, have duly considered the 
same, and beg leave to report the following amendments to the 
bill and respectfully recommend their passage. 

Under the head “Supreme Court,” insert, “$2,000 per annum 
as compensation for each.” 

Under the head of “District Courts,” insert, “that an amount 
equal to $1,750 per annum is hereby appropriated for each of 
the Judges of the District Judges, and $500 per annum for 
each of the District Attorneys.” p5 

Under the head of “Comptroller’s Office,” add to the follow- 
ing items the word annually: “For stationary and books, 
a ;, printing, $375; postage, $3850; blank assessment rolls, 
$375. . 
* Under the head “Treasury Department” and “Comptroller's 
Office,” strike out the items of “Porter hire” and insert, for Por- 
ter hire of ‘Treasury Building,’ $250 per annum.” ` 
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mend it to the committee on contingent expenses. 


| tions are recommended: 

| For salary of Auditor, anauatly, 

| Do. contingent expenses of Auditor, annually, 
Add Section 3., as follows: 


| educational purposes. 
Add Secion 4., as follows: . 


Under the head of.“Comptroller’s Office,” strike out the word 
“two” and insert, “three additional clerks for one year.” 
| Under the head of “Miscellaneous,” strike out the item of 
| $424 25 for Payne & Phillips, for certain houses, and recom- 


We also beg leave to recommend the tollowing items, viz: 


| For recovering fugitives from justice out ofthe State, $5,000 00 
| Do. apprehending and delivery of criminals in the 
State, ; 5,000 00 
| For indemnification of owners of Slaves heretofore 
executed, 2,000 00 
| For indemnification of ewners of slaves executed in 
| - 1856 and 1857, 7,000 00 
| For survey of land serip-annually, 500 00 
m Do. pension of David F. Webb, do. 100 00 
| Do. amount due Superintendent and Commission- 
| ers of State Capitol, according to the report of the 
| Governor, Comptroller and Treasurer, 3,600 00 
| For amount due A. H. Cook, for iron furnished in 
| the erection of the State Capital, 257 56 
| For J. M. Massey,-as clerk in Adjutant General’s 
Office, 50 00 
| For Ernest Raven, taking charge of Capitol, 59 75 
| Do. J. H. Cole, compiling map of Dallas county, - 150 00 
| Do. Stephenson and Archer, compiling map of El 
| .Paso District, 150 00 
| For Brewster and West, as council for the State in 
į certain mandamus cases, 150 00 
| lor F. T. Duffau, for stationary for Legislature, 53 08 


Ifthe Auditer’s office is continued, the following appropria- 


$1.500 VO 


200 00 


| That one tenth of the annual revenue of the State, arising 
| from direct taxation, is hereby appropriated and set apart for 


That during the reeess of the Legislature, the public printers 


| shall return all work to the Secretary of State, which may be 
| required by law or ordered by either House of the Legislature 
| to be done, which, if correct, will be approved by him, and the 
| account for the same shall be audited by the Comptroller, and 
| provided farther, that the accounts for printing the reports of 
Í the Code Commissioners shall be examined and approved by 
| the Governor. 


p 
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Your committee lave suggested the above amendments, be~ 
Heving from their judgment that the proposed amendments are 
necessary and proper. 

All of which are respectfully submitted. 

N. B. CHARLTON, Chairman. 

Report received; on motion of Mr Charlton, the rule sus- 
pended and report and bill taken up, and- amendments recom. 
mended by committee, adopted. Mr Charlton proposed to 
amend the bill as follows: “For G. B. Lamar, one thousand 
dollars for the relief of Santa Fe prisoners”—adopted. 

Mr Latham offered the following amendment: “for Eli Kirk 
the amount specified in the bill reported for his relief”—laid 
on the table. 

Mr Williams of S. A. offered the following amendment: 
“For David M. Fulton, $369 00°—laid on the table. The bill 
was passed to a 3rd reading. 

Mr Latham proposed to amend as follows: “Strike out all 
appropriations except for the payment of the actual expenses 
of this Legislature, and payment of salaries of officers of State.” 
On motion of Mr MeMillin laid on the table. 

Mr West proposed to amend by inserting $125 00 for Joseph 


Harreil, also $39 34 for John Bremond—lost. 


The main question was ordered, which being the passage of 
the bill, the same was put and bill passed. . 

On motion of Mr Reeves, rule suspended, and a Senate bil! 
to legalize the official acts of J. P. Dumas, as district surveyor 
of Grayson county, taken up; read Ist time; rule suspended; 
read 2nd time and passed to a ord reading; rule further sus 
pended; read 3rd time and passed. l 

On motion of Mr West, rule suspended, and a Senate bill to 
incorporate the Jefferson and Dangerfield Railroad Company, 
taken up, and read Ist time; rule suspended; read 2nd time 
and passed to a 3rd reading; rule further suspended, read 
3rd time and passed by a two-third vote, as follows: l 

Yras—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Busby, Crabb, Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden 
of C., Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ec- 
tor, Francis, Gaines, Green, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, 
Latham, Locke, Martin of L., McMillin, McAlpin, Moore, 
Nickels, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, 
Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, Throck- 
morton, Trigg, Trueheart, Waelder, West, Williams of L. and 
Worsham—56. 
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Nays.—Messrs Cleveland of L., Lawhon, Merrick, Middle- 
ton, Poag, Sherwood, Sullivan, Williams of S. A.—S. 

Mr Ector chairmau of the committee on Federal Relations, 
{by leave) made the following report :' , 

CommırrEE Room, Feb’y 2d, 1856. 

The committee on Federal Relations, to whom was referred 
the resolutions offered by the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker of the 
House, instructing our Senators and requesting our Represen- 
tatives in Congress, to sustain the General Government in any 
movement that might be deemed necessary to rebuke the ag- 
gressions of the French and English Governments against 
American rights, have had the same under consideration and 
instruct me to report. 

The committee have given their first attention tə the 
case of interference on the part of the two Governments 
above named, in the Dominican Territory, for the reason 
that the U. S. Commissioner to that country is a distin- 
guished citizen of Texas, Gen. William L. Cazneau, whose in- 
tegrity’and patriotism are guarantees to us, of the Justice of his 
complaints, and who, as our fellow citizen, is entitled to our 
respectful consideration. They find that the American Com- 
missioner negotiated a treaty with the Dominican Republic, 
which was satisfactory to the Goveraments concerned, and 
tended towards a more intimate relation between the two eoun- 
| tries. Their right to make such treaty results from their na- 
tionality, aud can only be denied by the allies, under the as- 
sumption that they design to subjugate the Dominican Republic. 
| As soon as this treaty was known, we find the English Consul 
| interfering with a threatening note which from its important 
| bearing, we here insert in full. 

Bririsa Consvatr, 

Santo Domingo, Oct. 28, 1854. 
| Senor President—I am instructed by the Earl of Clarendon, 
| Her Majesty’s Secretary of State of Foreign Affairs, to inform 
| the Dominican goverment that her Majesty’s government learn 
| with surprise that notwithstanding advice offered by the repre- 
sentatives of the mediating powers, which could have no other 
object than to promote the safety and welfare of the Dominican 
republic, the President has thought proper to negotiate a treaty 
with the United States by which both the safety and welfare of 
the republic will be greatly and immediately endangered. 

England and France have on more than one occasion inter- 
fered to uphold the independence of the Dominican republic 
when that independence was threatened by à neighboring 
power, and they had ho right to expect that the arrangements 
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contemplated by this treaty should have been made without 
their knowledge and sanction, particularly with a power, which 
has hitherto refused to acknowledge the independence of the 
Dominican republic, and the rndeness and peremptory charac- 
ter of whose present proceedings must cause well founded sus- 
picions of its ulterior objeet. 

ROBERT H: SCHOMBURGEH. . 

To his Excellency Prepro Sawranna, President of the 
Dominican republic. 

The design of this note is evident upon its face. Itis a sim- 
ple threat to turn loose the negroes of Hayti upon the Domini- 
can if they do not break off their treaty with us, and accept the 
allies as their patrons. Upon the receipt of a copy of the above 
from the Dominican government, Gen. Cazneau, resolved to 
force the allied Ministers to show their hand in full to thé world, 
which he did by means of the following protest. 

l Santo Dominceo, Nov. 17, 4854. 

Sir—The undersigned Commissioner Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America, having good reason to know that the 
agents of France and England have by various means, aided 
by the menacing display ot an armed force before this capital, 
over-awed and controlled the free action of the Dominican re- 
public in its relations with the United States, hereby protests in 
the name of his country, against this breach of honorable faith 
towards this government, and against this unwarrantable en- 
croachment upon the sovereign rights of an independent Amer- 
lean power. i 

Every enlightened government in amity with the United 
States is perlectly informed of their determined purpose, as a 
nation, to oppose whatever measure may be intended to subject 
the independens nationality of an American people to the arbi- 
trary will of a foreign power, or make its actlon—and even ex- 
istence—depend on the dictaof a foreign policy, and none of 
those nations have taken exceptions to thisimmutable principle 
of the American system. 

The United States make no difference in the application of this 
rule between the strong and the weak of the sister republics, 
and they have a just right to expeet the powerful and magnan- 
mous nations of Europe will follow their example. 

These facts being so well understood, E must eal! your partic- 
ular attention to this inconsiderate violation of the relations of 
amity and commerce now subsisting between our respeetive 
countries, in the trust that you, as the responsible representative 
of your government at this capital, will use the necessary pre- 
cautions to guard those relations from further disturbance, 
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Tf due care should be omitted, the government and people of 
the United States may conceive they have just cause to dis- 
trust the sincerity and good faith of any government whose 
agents in these matters are thus permitted to interfere in affairs 
and negotiations belonging entirely and exclusively to the in-, 
terest of the United States and the Dominican republic, and I 
am confident that you would regret, equally with myself, the 
consequences whieh might result from this unauthorized inter- 
meddling with the sanctity and freedom of inter-American rela- 
tions. | © WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU. 

This seems to have for the moment deterred the allies trom pub- 
lic demonstrations of hostility to the United States, as it was clear 
that the rights asserted and issues tendered by Gen. Cazneau in his 
protest, would eventuatein war, if persisted in by the other side. 
As soon however as the storm had quieted, we find the allies renew- 
ing their interference in their favorite mode of threats, and on this 
occasion showing their double hostility to the United States, 
and to Dominica, by requiring them to recognise the negro 
race, as equal with themselves, politically and socially. This can 
be viewed in no other light than the one presented by Gen. Oaz- 
neau, that is, a direct attempt to overthrow the Dominican 
government, and give her territorv to the Haytien negroes ; for 
the purpose of injuring the United States in her most vital 
| point; that this may be fully appreciated by the House, we 
| here insert the joint uote of the two foreign consuls in full. 

Santo Dominao, Dec. 24, 1854. 

| Monsieur le President—The undersigned Consuls of Eng- 

land and France, with the veiw of removing the last difficulties 
| that can oppose themselves to a truce of long duration between 
| the two parties of this island, desire to know if the Dominican 
| government will consent to enter intg the following engage- 
| ments with the two mediating powers, in case the emperor of 
| Hayti shall yield, under these engagements, his adhesion to the 
| truce under guarantees of the same power. 
| Ist. Nottoalienate, lease, hypothecate or cede gratuitously, 
| either temporarilly or permanently, any portion of the Domini- 
| can territory, particularly in the Bay of Samana, to any govern- 
| ment whatever. 
| 2d. Not to contract any financial engagement with any for- 
| eign State; not to accept any subsidy; not to hypothecate any 
| branch of the revenue of the Dominican State. 

ad. Not to consent to the alienation of any of the sovereign 
National jurisdiction. 
| 4th. Not to permit any government whatever to make any 
| Maritime or other establishment; not to found or occupy any 
| depots or factories of any kind in the Dominican territory. 
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5th. Not to tolerate the landing on the said territory of any 
parties of adventurers, armed or not armed. 

6th. Not to conclude a treaty with any power whatever, ac- 
cording anything which has not been already accorded to 
others in anterior conventions; abeve all, any treaty which does 
not guarantee on the part of the other power the same advan- 
tages and the same privileges to allthe Dominicans, without any 
distinction of origin or color. 

The undersigned Consuls, under the present urgency, pray 
your Excellency to give an answer to this note with the shortest 
possible delay. i i 

ROBERT H. SCHOMBURGH, H. B. M. Consul. 
L. 5. P. DURASS, Consul of France. i 

Comment on the above is unnecessary. It will doubtless 
strike the House, as it has the committee, as the most serious 
attempt ever yet made by the governments of Europe to assail 
and weaken the United States. We have investigated this case 
more fully than the others presented in the Hon. Speaker’s res- 
olutions, for the reason stated at the outset, and because it was 
the most vital. We believe the allied governments to be equally 
culpable and hostile in the Graytown and Ruatan cases, and 
respectfully recommend the passage of the Resolutions. 

W. D.-ECTOR, Chairman. 

Rule suspended, and the joint resolution taken up and order- 
ed to be engrossed—rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

Mr Dancy offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to_investi- 
gate all matters relating to the expenditure of the money appro- 
priated for the construction of the Capitol, and the purchase of 
furniture for the Capitol, and that said committee shall be au- 
thorized to send for persons and papers, and shall report the 
result of their investigation to this House at the meeting of the 
Legislature in July next, and said committee may hold its ses- 
sions in the city of Austin at such times as the committee may 
think proper, provided the committee shall not- sit more than 
thirty days altogether. 7 

Mr McMillin moved to lay the resolution on the table—lost. 

Mr Adrian moved to strike out “30 days” and insert “15 
days.” 

On motion of Mr Poag laid on the table. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr Locke, of the committee on enrolled bills, made the fol- 
lowing report: 
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To the Honorable H. P. Bee, | 
Speaker of the House of Representatives > 

The joint committee on enrolled bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the sanie to be correctly enrolled, and they 
are this day presented to the Governor for his approval, to-wit: 

A bill to be entitled an act defining the counties comprising 
the third Judicial District, and the time of holding courts 
therein. 

A bill to change the name of Julius Valentine Cook, of Fay- 
ette county, to that of Richard Valentine Cook. 

A bill authorizing Archibald T Leonard to erect a mill on, 
and construct a dam across the west fork of Trinity rjver. 

A. bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Fred Moore. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Live Oak, 
and . 

A bill to be‘entitled an act to compensate Assessors and Col- 
| lectors for taking the scholastic population in their respective 
| counties. Respectfully submitted, 

ke M. F. LOCKE, One of the Committee. 
A message was received from the Senate informing the Honse 
| of the passage of the following bills, originating in the House, 
| vig: 
| A bill to incorporate the town of Tyler, in Smith county. 
A bill providing a remedy for persons wishing to change 
| their name and adopt another. 
| A bill to fix the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme and 
Mm District Courts. 
|. A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the San An- 
| tonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad, approved Sept. 5th, 1850, 
; and the supplements thereto. 
| : And of the passage of the following bills originating in the 
| Senate : 
| A bill for the relief of Simeon Hart. 
Í <A bill supplementary to an act for the relief of James W 
 McGafin and Hugh Stephenson, approved Jan. 21, 1854. 
| On motion the House adjourned until 3 o’clock P. m. 


3 O’Clock, P. M. 
House met—roll called—no quorum. 

' Mr Adrian moved to adjourn till 10 o’clock Monday—lost. 
| Mr Brown moved to. excuse Mr Pettus from attendance on 
E House ihis evening—House refused to excuse him. 
Mr Pollock moved to adjourn till 7 o’clock, P. m—lost 
| ee Lawhon moved to adjourn till § o’clock Monday, a. m. 
| —lost, 
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- Quorum present. 

Mr Nickels offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That a committee of three on the part of the 
House, to act in conjunction with a like committee, on the part 
of the Senate, to wait on the Governor andinform him that this 
Legislature will adjourn on Monday, 7 o’clock, to meet again 
on the Ist Monday in July next—laid on the table. 

Also, That the officers elect of this House be paid the sum 
of dollars per day in addition tothe compensation allowed 
by law—laid on the table. ° 

Mr Darden of C., called up a bill to amend an act to incor. 
porate the-tuwn of Columbus—rfead second time and erdered 
to be engrossed, rule suspended; read third time and passed. 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed, a joint resolution, endorsing the 
action of W L Cazneau, U. S. Com. to St. Domingo. 

My Locke, one of ‘the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
correctly enrolled, 

A bill more particularly defining the powers of deputy clerks, 

And a bill for the relief of Basil Durbin. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing the 
passage of the following bills, originating in the House: 

A bill to authorize the Trustees of the several School Districts 
ef Comal county to levy a special tax for School purposes, 

Anda bill for the relief of the heirs of Geo Waggoncr, dec’d. 

On motion of Mr Merrickthe rule was suspended and a bill 
for the relief of Mary Williams taken up—read second time. 

Mr Ochiltree proposed to amend as follows: 

By striking ont all that portion of the bill which kmits the 
pension to widowhood of the party’; adopted. 

The question being upon the passage of the bill, the same 
was passed by the following vote: 

Yuss—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, 
Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., 
Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, 
Ector, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, 
McClanahan, McMillin, McAlpin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, 
Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rush. 
ing, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Har- 
rison, Smith of N., Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, 
‘Throckmorton, ‘Trueheart, West, White, Williams of L. 
Williams San of Augustine, Witt and Worsham—63. 

Nay—Mr Crabb—l. l 
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Mr Dancy moved to take up orders of the day, and business 
on the Speaker’s table; the yeas and nays being demanded 
stood thus: Yeas—4l. Nays—-al. 

So the House proceeded to Orders of the day. 

Question pending when 'the House adjourned yesterday, viz: 
Mr Cleveland’s (of L.) motion to lay Mr Daney’s motion to take 
up the bill known as the loan biH on the table, was put and 
carried by the following vote : 

Yuas—Messrs Ardrey, Arnold, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland 
of L., Crabb, Crosby, ‘Dalrymple, Dennis, Francis, Gaines, 
Green, Hooker, Junker, Lawhon, Martin of H., McClanahan, 
McCown, McAlpin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Ochiltree, 
Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Pettus, Poag, Pollock, 
Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith 
of N., Stout, Sullivan, Trueheart, West, White, Williams of L., 
Williams of San Augustine, and Witt—-44- 

Nays-—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Brown, Cleveland of B., 
Dancy, Darden of C., Davis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, King, 
Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin of L, McMillin, Parsons, Rush- 
-ing, Sherwood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Tarlton, 
Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg and Worsham—27. — - 

A Senate bill to detect and prevent the payment ot fraudulent 
certificates of public debt and to provide for the collection of 
certain money due by the United States, taken up; read first 
time; rule suspended, read second time and passed to a third 
reading; rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 

Mr Locke, one of the committee on enrolled bills made th 
following report: a 

The joint committee on enrolled bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bills and finding them correctly enrolled, they are this 
day presented to the Governor for his‘approval: 

An act to be entitled an act for the relief of Wm J Kennard. 

An act to be entitled an act to provide a permanent safe build- 
ing for the use of the State Department, the Executive and the 
Attorney General of the State of Texas. 

An act to be entitled an act to incorporate Franklin College. 

An act to be entitled an act for the relief-of the heirs of Geo 
Wagoner, deceased. 

Mr Darden of C, one on the committee on engrossed bills 
made the following report: 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined a bill en- 
titled an actto amend an act to incorporate the town of Colum- 
bus, approved Feb. 8, 1854, and find the same to be correctly 
engrossed. 

Mr Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills 
made the following report: 
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The commtttee on engrossed bills have examined a joint 
resolution to validate the election of corporate officers ot the 
town of Castroville for the year 1853, and find it correctly en- 
grossed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House that the Senate had refused to concur in the following 
amendments by the House to the general appropriation bill. 

$5000 00 for the apprehension and delivery of slaves within 
the State. 

Amount due the Superintendent and Commissioners of the 
State Capitol, $3,600. l 

For Ernest Raven for taking charge of the Capitol, $59,75. 

For salary of Auditor, annually, $1500 00. - 

For contingent expenses annually, $200 00. 

And for G B Lamar $1000 00, advanced for the relief of 
Santa Fe prisoners. 

On motion, the House receded from the amendments. 

On motion of Mr Moore, rule suspended, and a bill for the 
relief of Harvey Sanderson taken up, read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read third time and 
passed. 

A message was received from the Seuate informing the 
Soe of the passage of the following bills originating in the 

ouse: 

A bill for the relief of Wm M Shephard. 

A pill to change the name of Caroline Boyd and Lucy Ann 
Boyd, and to authorize Chas B Stewart to adopt them. 

A bill to incorporate Annberter Lodge No. 42, of the I.O, of 

F. 
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A bill more particularly declaring the powers of deputy 
clerks. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Moscow. 

And a joint resolution instructing our Senators, and request- 
ing our Representatives in Congress relative to the sale of spir- 
ituous liquors to Indians, with amendments. 

Mr. Adrian offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to act in 
conjunction with a like committee on the part of the Senate, 
to inform the Governor that the Legislature will adjourn on 
Monday next, to meet on the first Monday in July next—adop- 
ted. l 

Messrs Adrian, Dickson and Reeves were appointed said 
committee ou the part of the House. 

Mr. Tarver called up a bill (Senate) supplementary to an 
act, to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso, and Pacific, R. R. Co., 
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passed by the 6th Legislature—read first time— rule suspended} 
read 2d time. 

Mr. Throckmorton offered the following amendment : 

Sec The said company shall be required to survey, 
sectionize and number, all the Sections, and fractional sectiong, 
of vacant land within their reservation, within four years from 
and after the 4th of March, 1856,and also in said time, deposit 
a correct map of said work in the General Land office, and 
if they fail to comply with the provisions of this section, they 
shall forfeit all rights to said reservation—-adopted.~ 

Mr. Dancy moved to adjourn until 7 o’clock—lost. 

The bill as amended was then passed to a 3rd reading—rule 
ad eh read 3rd time and passed by a two third vote as fol- 

ows: 

Yras—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey,Bell, Bonner, Brown. 
Busby, Charlton, Crabb, Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden 
of C., Darden ot G., Davis, Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ec- 
tor, Gaines, Green, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, 
McClanahan, McMillin, McAlpin Merrick, Moore, Norton, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pet- 
tus, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, 
Selman, Sherwood, Smith, of H’s, Smith of H’n, Smith of N., ` 
Tarlton, Tarver, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, Trueheart, West, 
White, Williams of L., and Witt—59. 

Nays.—Messrs. Martin of L., Poag, Sullivan and Williams 
of San Augustine—4. 

The Speaker annonnced the following committee to investi- 
gate all matters relative to the expenditure of money appropria- 
ted for the construction of the capitol, and for the purchase o 
furniture, viz: - 

Messrs. Daney, Crosby and West. 

Mr. Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed,a bill for the relief of Harvy San- 
derson. 

On motion the House adjourned until 7 o’clock, P. m 


7 O'CLOCK; P. M. 


House met—-rol] called—quorum present. 
Mr. Tarver (by leave) introduced a bill for the relief of Gh 
B. Lamar—read 1st time—rule suspended--read 2d time. 
Mr. Owens moved to refer the bill to the committee on Pub- 
lic Debt—lost. 
“Mr. Tarver moved to strike out all in relation to interest, 
adopted and bill as amended, ordered to be engrossed—rule 
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suspended, read third time and passed by the following vote ; 

Yeras-—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, 
Brown, Bonner, Burress, CLarlton, Crabb, Crosby, Dancy, Dar. 
den of Colorado, Davis, Dennis, Dougherty, Ector, Green, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, McClanahan, 
MoMillin, McAlpin, “Merrick, Middleton, Norton. Ochiltree, 
Parker of Anderson, Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, Pettus, Ran 
meer Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sher- 
wood, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stout, Sullivan, 
T AOE Tarver, Throckmorton, Trueheart, West, W Hlams of 
Lamar, Witt, and Worsham—55. - 

Navs—Messts. Cleveland of Liberty, Dalrymple, Francis, 
Owings, Taylor, and Williams of San Augustine—6- 

Mr. Dennis chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed a bill for the relief of Mary Wil- 
liams. 

Mr. Crabb called up a bill (Senate) for the reliefof S. A. White, 
read first time—rule suspended, read 2d time and passed to a 
3rd reading, rule further suspended, read 3rd time and passed. 

Mr. Tarlton called up a bill (Senate) to amend the caption 
and the ist and 16th Section of an act to incorporate the Texas 
Western R. R. Company, passed February 16, °52. 

Mr. Throckmorton offered the following amendment: Pro- 
vided, this road shall not under any circumstances have more 
than 16 sections of land to the mile under the provisions of 
what is known as the 16th section law, and all branching priv- 
ileges to be eut off, and none allow ed, to be subject to ‘all the 
provisions of the general R. R. law of this State, and the files 
heretofore made in the General Land Office shall not secure any 
rights to said company—adopted and bill as amended passed by 
a two-third vote as follows: 

Y gas— Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Arneld, Bell, Bonner,Brown, 
Burress, Busby, Chariton, Crabb, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of 
C. Darden of Ġ. , Davis, Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Hooker, 
King, Kittrel] I, Lathe ım, Locke, McClanahan, MeMilin, McAl- 
piu, Middleton, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of 
aà Parker of T., Parsons , Pettus, Reeves, "Runnels, Rushing, 
Say] es, Selman, Smith of Hs, Smith of I’n,Smith of Newton, 
Stout, Tarl ton, Tarver , Taylor, Throckmorton, White, Williams 
of: L., and Witt—51. 

Nays— Messrs. Arnold, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of Tay 
Dancy, Dennis, Green, Janker, Lawhon, Merrick, Randolph, 
Sherwood, West—12. 

.A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills, originating in the House. 
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A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Bellville. 

The committee on engrossed bills, reported correctly en- 
grossed a bill for the relief of G. B. Lamar. 

On motion of Mr. McClanahan, rule sispended, and a bill 
for the relief of Reese D. Price taken up, read and ordered to 
be engrossed; rnle suspended, read.third tiine and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
"House of the passage of the following bills originating in the 

Hose: 

A bill to incorporate the town of Columbus. 

A bill supplementary to an act relating to the Indians of 
Texas, approved 6th of February, *54. 

- A bill tor therelief of Thomas IH. Mays. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Harvey Saunders. 

A bill forthe relief of G. B. Lamar. 

Aud that’ Messrs. Bryan and Burroughs were appointed a 
committee on the part of the Senate to wait on the Governor 
and inform him thatthe Legislature will adjourn on Monday 
next until the Ist Monday in Jaly next. 

Mr Crosby called up a Senate bill for the relief of Simeon 
Hart, read first time, rule suspended,.read 2d time and passed 
to a 8rd reading—rule further. suspended, read 3rd time, and 
passed. 

Mr. Sullivan called up a bill (Senate) to ascertain the legal 
claims of land and money against the State-—read first time--— 
rule suspended; read 2d time, aud on motionof Mr. Charlton 
postponed until the Ist Tuesday in July, ’56—by the follow- 
lng vote ; : 

Yras—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Bur- 
ress, Busby, Charlton, Dalrymple,. Darden ot ©., Darden of 
G., Davis, Dennis, Francis, Junker, McClanahan, MeMillin, 
McAlpin, Merrick, Moore, Nickels, Norton, Parsons, Pettus, 
Reeves, Rushing, Selman, Smith of H’n, Smith of N., Stout, 
Taylor, Tarver, White and Witt—34. 

Nays—Messrs Ardrey, Brown, Cleveland of B., Cleveland 
of L., Crabb, Croshy, Dancy, Dougherty, Ector, Green, King, 
Kittrell, Lathav:, Lawhon, Locke, Middleton, Ochiltree, Ow— 
ings, Parker of A., Randolph, Sayles, Shaw, Sherwood, Sulli- 
van, Throckmorton, Trigg, Trueheart, West, Williams of L., 
Williams of San Augustine and Worsham—3s0. 

The committee on engrossei bills reported correctly en- 
erossed a bill for the relief of Reese D. Price. Sa 
_A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following biils originating in the 
Flcuse. £ l : ; 
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A biil for the relief of Thos. H. Mays. 

A joint resolution relative to the establishment of a new 
District Court of the United States, for the territory west of 
the Pecos river. 

A bill to regulate Mustang chases west of the San Antonio 
river. 

A bill for the relief of Reese D. Price: 

And of the passage of the following bills originating in the 
Senate : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. F. Stephenson: 

A. bill for the relief of Bailey Lout. 

And that the Senate had concurred in the amendment of 
the House, to a bill to amend the caption and lst`and 16th 
sections ofan act to incorporate the Texas Western Railroad 
COo., approved Feb. 16th, 752. 

Mr Darden of Gonzales, chairman of the committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made the following report: : 

Hon. H. P. Bee, 

Speaker of the House of Representatwes: 
_ The committee on Enrolled Bilts have examined the follow- 
Ing, viz} 

‘A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity Valley 
Railroad Company. i 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of E. W. Moore. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Margaret 
Catherine Burks, to Margaret Catherine Moore; and the namé 
of Emily Jane Burks, to Emily Jane Clark. 

A billto be entitled an act for the relief ot James Tarlton, 

A bill to be entitled an act granting Pelican Island, in Gal- 
veston Bay, to the corporation of the City of Galveston. 

Joint resolution, granting leave of absence to Joel L. Ank- 
rim, Judge of the eleventh Judicial District. : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the reliet of Geo. H. Bur- 
roughs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of 
Lexington. . 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the erection and 


. furnishing a fire proof building, to be used as a General Land 


Office, for the State of Texas, 

A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, entitled 
anact making provision for running and making the boundary 
line between the State of Texas and the Territories of the 
United States of America. 

A bill to be entitled an act to better define the western 
boundary line of Grayson county, and the eastern boundary lind 
of Cook county. l 
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A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the clerk of the 
County Court of Anderson county to transcribe into a bound 
pook, to be procured by him for that purpose, all the records 
hereinafter mentioned. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Larissa college. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the purchase of a 
supply of the Texas Digest for the use of the State. 

A bill to be entitled an act to re-organize the second judi- 
cial District, and fix the time of holding the courts therein. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of 
| Dallas. 


Joint resolution, relating to the votes of Senators Rusk and 
| Houston on the Kansas and Nebraska act. 
A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Young. 
A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the assessor and 
| collector of Tarrant county to collect the taxes now asse@sed in 
| the former Territory of Tarrant county, (now Parker county,) 
| and pay over the same to thé county treasurer of said Parker 
| county. . i 
A bill to be entitled an act to create Kinney county. 
A bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act, entitled an act 
| to incorporate the Tyler University, in the town of Tyler, 
| county of Smith, and to re-incorporate the same. _ 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Texas 
| Christian College. 


A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Rusk, 
| in Cherokee county. 

| <A Lill to be entitled an act, supplemental to an act to incor- 
porate the San Anfonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad, approved 
| Sept. 5th, 1850, and the supplements thereto. 

| A bill to be entitled an act to detect and prevent the payment 
| of fraudulent certificates of public debt, and to provide for the 
collection of certain money due by the United States. 

| A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Uvalde. | 
| A bill to be entitled an act to authorize John H. White, a 
minor, to take charge of his estate, and transact business as 
though he were twenty-one years of age. 

|} A bill to be entitled an act to fix the salaries of the 
Judges of the Supreme and District Courts. 

| A bill to be entitled an act to create Maverick county. 

| A bil] to be entitled an act authorizing the County Courts 
lof this State to grant license for the retail of spirituous, vin- 
pus and intoxicating liquors, in quantities less than a quart, 
sand imposing a license tax for such privilege. 


{| A bill to be entitled an act more particularly declaring 
gthe duties of deputy clerks. 


554 


A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of certain per- 
sons therein named. 

All of which are correctly enrolled, and having. been pro- 
perly signed, were this day presented to the Governor. 

STEPH. H. DARDEN, Chairman. 

Mr Bee called up a bill (Senate) to provide for the safe 
keeeping of the Capitol and its contents, and the protection 
of the other public buildings and grounds; read Ist time, 

Mr Chariton moved to reject the bill. “a 

On motion the House adjourned until 7 o’clock, a. m. 
Monday. 

Pending: Mr Charlton’s motion to reject the bill. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Feb. 4th, 1856. 

Heuse met pursuant to adjonrnment—roll called—quorum 

resent. 

Journal of Saturday last read and adopted. 

Mr Dancy presented the following paper explaining his vote 
on the Publie Debt Bill, &e. 

Mara. SPEAKER :— 

I wish to state upon the Journals that I voted for-the Publi 
Debt Bill becanse a majority of my constituents voted for a 
cepting the proposition made by the Congress of the Unite 
States to Texas, and I considered it my duty to cast my vote! 
accordance with their wishes.. L voted against accepting th 
proposition at the ballot box in August last, and as an indivil 
ual voter would do so again, because [ am opposed to permi 
ting the Congress of the U. S. to have any thing to do with tl 
‘settlement of our debts. I believe that Texas has the right! 
determine for herself what she owes, the time when she wi 
settle with her creditors, and the manner in which she will p 
her debts. I believe that we should never suffer our debts to} 
settled any where but at our own treasury, and as a Tesi 
who will ever hold dear the memory of our Republic, and t 
honor of our State, Iam not willing to sanction any act wht 

I do not consider in strict accordance with our rights as a 80 
eřeign State. i 

I protest against the passage of the Bill which passed imi 
diately after the Debt Bill, relating to certain meritorious clai 
therein named, becanse I consider its passage a violation oft 
settled policy of the State, and ifthe principle which it conta 
is to be carried out, it would be better to pay our debts at th 
face value at once and be done with the -matter, than to airi 


= 
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gt che same thing by a system of vexatious and expensive spe- 
eial legislation. The payment of the original holder of a claim, 
the difference between the face value and the scaled valne makes 
the State responsible to the purchaser for that amount which 
should also be paid to the holder of the claim. This is scaling 
the debt above par. Some of the claims are perhaps still in the 
hands of original holders—it is said that others are not. 
JON W. DANCY. 

Mr Moore, one of the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
correctly enrolled, A bill for the relief of Harvey Sanderson’s 
hreirs—alse a bill for the relief of G B Lamar, properly signed 
and presented this day to the Governor for his signature. 

Mr Rushing offered the following resolution : 

Resolued, That the Speaker be authorized and requested to 
appoint a committee of five to take into consideration the civil 
aud criminal Codes, also the Revised Statutes, andweport the 
result of their labors at the session in July next, which shall su- 
persede the necessity of reference of the same to a standing 
committee. On motion of Mr White laid on the table. 

Mr Sullivan offered the following resolation : 

feesolved, That from and after the present adjuurnment of 
this Legislature, all the offices now belonging to said House, ex- 
cept that of Speaker, be and the same are hereby declared va- 
cant, to be filled at the adiourned session in July. Mr Adrian 
moved to lay the resolution on the table—lost. The resolution 
was then adopted. 

Mr. Brown offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That John Ashley, Assistant Clerk of the Honse 
of Representatives, is hereby appointed and authorized to take 
charge of the Representative Hall and all committee rooms of 
the House, together with all the keys, furniture, stationary, ar- 
chives &c., belonging to the House, and safely keep the same 
until the adjourned session in July next, for which he shall be 
allowed fifty dollars per month—adopted. 

Mr. Ochiltree, Chairman of the committee on Slaves and 
Slavery, made tke following report: 


To the Bon. H. P. Bee, Speaker &e. 


The committee on Slaves and Slavery to whom was referred 
the Message of his Excellency the Governor, of the 10th inst., 
in answer to a resolution of the House, transmitting resolutions 
from the States of Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and 
Connecticut on the subject of Slavery, and from the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Arkansas approving the repeal of the 
“ Missouri Compromise,” ask leave to report the followin 


resolutions : W. B. OCHILTREE, Chairman. i 
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Resolved ist. By the Legislature of the State of Texas, that 
the institution of slavery belongs exclusively to the States in 
which it exists, and the non slave-bolding States have no more 
right to transmit to us their opinions on that subject officially, 
through their Legislative bodies, and executive officers, than 
we have to denounce them, for their local laws, religious opin- 
ions, and domestic habits through the same-ehannel, and theres 
fore your Committee will not condescend to compromise the 
dignity of the State of Texas—one of the sovereign States of 
the Union, by entering into an argument respecting it. 

Resolved 2nd. That as the safety of the slave-holdiag States, 
and the perpetuity of the Union depend upon the extension 
of our institutions, it beecmes a most sacred duty to demand, 
and exercise our equal rights in and to the Territories of th. 
United States, to the end that the slave-holdiug States may re 
establish the equality between them and the non Slave-hoiding 
in the Senate ot the United Statés. 

3d. That if any State refuses by action of her authorities to 
aid in carrying into full effect the act of Congress ot 1850, 
known as the fugitive slave law, it will become the duty of 
Texas to herself, and her sister States of the South to prohibit, 
by restrictive license and heavy penaltier, the sale of produce, 
or manufactures of any such nullifying State, within the lim- 
its of this State, and to discourage and cease as far as practica- 
ble, all intercourse with said State. 

Ath. That the troubles in Kansas have been caused by the 
formation of © Kansas leagues,” in the Norrhern States, for the 
purpose of sending abolitionists into that territory, to interfere 
with its regular and peaceful settlement, and to force npon her 
a clause in her Constitution excluding’slavery, when she should 
come tu form a State Government and ask admission into the 
Union. 

5th. That the Constitution of the United States does not give 
to Congress the power of excluding slavery from or to establish 
it in the territories of the United States; that therefore, the Mis- 
souri Compromise was unconstitutional, in direct derogation 
of the rights ot the. Slave holding States, ought not to have 
been enacted and ought to have been repealed. 

6th. That Congress has not the power to abolish slavery in 
the District of Columbia or in the ‘Territories. 

7th. "Phat Congress has no power to take private propertyt 
except for public use, and for a just compensation. To abolish 
slavery any where would be to destroy property without com- 
pensation, and without even a pretence, that it was wanted for 


the publie use. The Constitution gives to Congress no such 
] ower. 
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- Sth. That His Excellency the Governor, be and he is hereby 
requested to transmit copies of these resolutions to the Govern: 
ors of the several States and Territories of the Union, to be 
laid before the Legislative authorities thereof, and to our Sena- 
tors and Representatives of the United States. 
We concur, 
W. B. OCHILTREE, Chairman. 
J S. SULLIVAN, 
\ ©. S. WEST, 

ASHBEL SMITH, 

MILTON BUSBY, 

B. E. TARVER.. 

I concur in the general principles of the Resolutions, but do 
not think the extension of slavery so as to secure a balance in 
the Senate absolutely necessary to save the Union. I believe 
the Union can be sustained by adhering to the Constitution if 
we had but ten slave States. J. W. DANCY: 

On motion of Mr Throckmorton, rule suspended and a joint 
resolution relative to the sale of liquor to Indians, with an 
amendment, from the Senate, was taken up and amendment 
concurred in. f 

Mr Dancy offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the assistant clerks who were appointed on 
Friday last to assist thé enrolling and engrossing Clerks be al- 
lowed five dollars per day extra, in considerarion.of the press of 
business, which has necessarily ‘compelled thera to work at 
night, and will continue to do so until the end of the session.— 
Adopted. 

Mr Ector moved to reconsider the vote adopting the resolu- 
tion discharging the officers of the Jouse. 

On motion of Mr Davis, the main question was ordered, and 
the question to reconsider was put and lost. 

Mr Adrian made the following report: 


Committere Room,  } 
Austin, Texas, February 4th, 1856. { 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Your committee, appointed to inform his Excellency the 
Governor, that the two Houses of the Legislature will adjourn 
on to-day, having performed that duty, respectfully inform the 
House of Representatives that his Excellency the Governor, 
will Lave no further communications until we meet again in 
July next. i 
J. D. G. ADRIAN, 

G: R. REEVES. 
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Mr Darden of G., one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly enrolled: ` 
Hon. H. R. Bee, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives + 

The joint committee on enrolled bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bills. viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to incor- 
corporate the Memphis, El Paso, and Pacific Rail Road Com- 
pany, passed by the 6th Legislature. 

A bill to be entitled, an act making appropriations for theuse 
of the State Government, for the years 1856 and 1857. . 

A bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of S. A. White. 

A bill to be entitled, an act for the reliet of Rees D. Price. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to amend the caption and the Ist, 
and 16th sections of am act to incorporate the Texas Western 
Rail Road Company, ae DIO ed Feb. 16th, 18. 2. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to legalize the official acts of I. 
P. Dumas, district survey or of Grayson county. 

A bill to be entitled, an act supplementary to an act entitled 
au act relating to the Indians of ‘Texas, approved Feb. 6th 
1854. 


A billto be entitled, an act to incorporate Annberter Lodge 
No 42, of the I. O. ef O. F. 


A bill tobe entitled, an act to incor porate the town of Tyler, 
in Smith county. 

Joint resolution instructing onr Senators, and requ resting our 
Representatives in Coueress, to procure the passage of an act for 
the establishment ef a ‘branch of the district court of the Uni- 
ted States.in Texas, West of the Pecos river. 

A bill to be entitled, an act for the reliet of Wm. M. Shep- 
herd. 


A bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of Thomas H. 
Mays. l 

a bill to be entitled, an “act authorizing the trnstees of the 
several school districts of Comal county to levy and collect a 
special tax for school purposes. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to change the name of Caroline 
Boyd, and Lucy Ann Boyd, to Caroline Boyd Stewart, and 
Luey Ann Boyd Stewart, ‘and to anthorize Charles B. Stewart 
to adopt the said Caroline and Lucy Ann, with power to de- 
vise to them such portions of his estate as he may choose. : 

A bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate the Linden Grove 
academy. 


A bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate the Terraqueous 
transportation company. 
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A bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate the city of Austin. 

A bill to be entitled, an act providing a remedy for persons 
wishing to change their christian and sirname, or either, and to 
adopt another instead thereof. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to regulate mustang chases west 
of the San Antonio river. 

A bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of G. B. Lamar. 

A bill to be entitied, an act for the relief of Simon Hart. 

A bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of Harvey Sanderson 
and heirs. : 

A bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of the heirs of Chas. 
S, Hardwick. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to restore lands sold for taxes, and 
purchased by the State, to the former owners, on certain con- 
ditions. 

A billto be entitled, an act to incorporate the Jefferson and 
Dangerfield Rail Road company. 

A bill to be entitled, an act relinquishing to the counties 
the State tax for the years 1856 and 1557. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to amend an ‘act to incorpor- 
ate the town of Columbus, approved Feb. 1854. 

A bill to be entitled, an. act to incorporate the town of 
Bellville. l 

All of which are correctly enrolled, and having been prop- 
erly signed, were this day presented to the Governor. 

DARDEN, Chairman. 

Also a'bill to incorporate the town of Moscow, and to define 
the powers and jurisdiction of said corporation. 

And a joint resolution relative to the sale of liquor to Indians. 

The returns of election for Floater from the 4th Representa— 
tive District, composed ot the counties of Cass and Titus, and 
papers contesting the seat of the Hon. J. C. McAlpin, member 
elect from said district, taken up and referred to the committee 
on privileges and elections. 

T'he following message from his Excellency, the Governor, 
was taken from the Speaker’s stand and read 

Executive OFFICE, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 4th 1856. 
Gentlemen of the Senate, 
and House of Representatives : 

The following acts and resolutions of the Legislature have 
been presented to me for approval previous to the time of wri- 
ting this, viz: : 

1 An act to amend an act toincorporate the Jefferson Rail- 
yoad company. 


560 


2 An act entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
incorporate the city of San Antonio, approved January 14th, 
1842. 

8 An act for the relief of Albricht Gehrke. 

4 Joint resolution approving the Compromise of 1850 and 
Kansas and Nebraska act. 

5 Joint resolution for an election in Cherokee and Angelina 
counties, Pe 

6. An act for the relief of the Hon. A. W. C. Hicks, Judge 
of the fifth Judicial District. 

4, An act to create the county of Parker. 7 

8. An Act to make valid surveys made by the county sürt- 
veyorof Vanzandt county. 

9. An act legalizing the creation of Vanzandt county. 

10. Anact to allow Clinton Thompson, a minor to take pos- 
session and control of his estate, and to transact business, as 
though he was of full age. __ 

1l. An act to incorporate Powder Horn, Bayou and Mata- 
gorda Bay dredging company. 

12. An act supplementary to an act eutitled an act to incor- 
porate the town of Layrange in the County of Fayette. 

13. An act making appropriations to pay the expenses cf 
volunteers called into the service of the State, for the pro- 
tection of the frohtier, and for other volunteer services. 

14. An act to fix the salary of the Governor. 

15. An act to change the sixth and ninth Judicial Districts 
of -the State of Texas, and to define the time of holding courts 
therein. l 

16. An act tọ regulate the sessions of the Supreme court. 

17. An act to create the sixteenth Judicial District, and de- 
fine the time of holding courts therein. 

18, Anact making an appropriation of ten thousand dollars, 
to defray the contingent expenses of the sixth Legislature. 

19. An act to authorize the county court of Dallas county 
: levy an additional tax for the purpose of building a court 

ouse. 

20. An act to change the name of Martha R.. Eppinger to 
Martha R. Bonner. 

21. An act to validate an election tobe heldin the fourteenth 
qe onango district, composed of the countiesof Cass and 

itus. - 

22, An act for the relief of Harrison county. 

23. An act granting the consent of the State of Texas, to the 
the United States, to construct break-waters, jettys, dams, and 
other improvements on the coast of Texas. 
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24. An act for the relief of John W. Tyler. 

25. An act to authorize agents and attorneys at law to make 
affidavits in certain cases. 

26. An act to authorize the clerk of the county court of 
Washington county to transcribe certain records therein named. 

27. An act making an appropriation for the per diem pay 
and mileage of the sixth (Legislature, and the per diem pay of 
the officers of the same. 

28. An act to incorporate the Texas and New Orleans Tele- 
graph company. 

29. An act supplementary to an act to change the sixth ans 
ninth Judicial districts,and to define the time of holding courts 
therein. 


80. An act to incorporate the town of Cameron in the county 
of Millam. 


31. An act to re-organize the eight Judicial District, and de 
fine the time of holding courts therein. 

82. An act forthe relief of Ira B. Dement. 

88. Anact to provide for the payment of six companies of 
mounted volunteers that were called into the service of the 
State of Texas on the first day of November, a. D. 1854, under 
a requisition of Brevet Major General Persifer F. Smith, and 
| to pay the expenses incurred by said companies. 
| 34. An act to provide-for a special election for Judge in the 

first Judicial District. 
| 35. An act for the relief of the heirs, assignees, and vendees 
of William F. Allison, deceaseu. 
86, An act to establish the western boundary line of.Tyler 
county. 
: 37. An act to define the time of holding the District courts in 
the thirteenth Judicial District. 
| 388. An act for therelief James W. Reed. 
89. An act to incorporate the town of Chappell Hill. 
| 40. An act to permit certain persons of color freed, claiming 
ito have been the property of Gabriel Moore, late of Alabama, 
‘toremain in the county of Harrison, State of Texas, for two 
years after the suit now pending in said county to establish their 
freedom, shall have been decided. l 
| 41. An actamendıng, and supplementary to an act amending, 
and supplementary to an act to incorporate the Henderson and 
Burkeville, Railroad-company,approved January 27th,a. D. 1854 
| 49, An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to incor- 
porate the Sulpher Fork ‘Turnpike company. 
5 43. An act to remove the Land office of Milam land District 
from Cameron in Milam county to Belton in Bell county. 
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44, An act to establish and incorporate + } „e'o institution 
under the supervision and controlof the E. «eys T «as confer- 
ence, located at or near the town of Gilmer in Upsher county. 

45, An act for the relief of Benjamin F. Benton. 

46. An act to incorporate the town of Linden in Cass county. 

47. An act for the relief E. M. Thomason, William W. Byers, 
Richards T. Barrett and John ©. Clark. MEE 

48 An act supplementary to an act entitled au act to incor- 
porate the town of LaGrange in the county of Fayette. 

49. An act to create the fifteenth Judicial District, provide for 
the election of a Judge and District Attorney thereof, and de- 
fine the time of holding courts therein. l 

50. Au act for the relief of certain sheriffs therein named. 

51, An act to authorize the comptroller to issue Duplicates 
of certain lost certificates of stoek on certain conditions. 

52. An act to define the seventh Judicial District, and the 
time of holding courts in the same. i 

53. An act to incorporate the Brazoria county Insurance 
company. 

54. An act authorizing the transfer of certain stock bonds on 
certain conditions. 

55. An act for the relief of the heirs and assignees of Tho- 
mas Williams. 

56 An act to permit the city of Houston to levy a special 
tax for railroad purposes. 

57. An act forthe relief of the Galveston and Red River 
Jtailway company and supplementary to the several acts incor- 
porating said company. 

58. Joint resolution appropriating five thousand five hundred 
and fifty-eight dollars and seventy cents, to meet certain expendi- 
tures made for the Penitentiary. 

59. An act for the relief of C. M. Goolsby. 

60. Anact conferring power on county courts, and town and 
corporate authorities, to establish quarantine regulations, 

61. An act to amend an act, supplementary to an act to estab- 
lish the Galveston, Harrison and Houtson Railroad company. 
Approved January 10th, 1854. 

62. An act for the purchase of a site and erection of a store 
and warehouse and other purposes. 

63, An act creating the county of Wise. 

64. An act to create the county of Erath 

65. An act to incorporate the city of Marshall. 

66. An act confimring head right grants of land lying on the 
boundary line of Austin’s colony and Robertson’s colony. 

67. An act supplementary to an act to define the time of 
holding the district courts in the thirteenth Judicial District. — 


s 


568 


68. An act for the relief of Elizabeth Jones deceased. 

69. An act to create the county of Comanche. 

70. An act to incorporate LaGrange Ledge, No. 30 of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

TL. An act to create the county of Atascosa. 

72. An act to legalize the official acts of John H.Smither, as - 
clerk of the district court of Bowie county. 

73. An act for the relief of Kindallis Bryan, Sheriff of Lib- 
erty county. ; 

74, An act for the relief of Thos. D. Cayce and Sarah 

White. 
| 75. An act to create the county of Bandera, | 

76. An act forthe relief of Richard A. Powdrell. 

77. An act to change the name of Susan P. Cannon to that of 
Susan P. Cook. 

78. An act to authorize the county court of Travis tolay and 
collect a special tax. 

79. An act to create the county of Kerr. 

80. An act for the relief of Collin McKinney. 

8l. An act to confirm the titles of certain pre-emption settlers. 
within the limits of Peter’s colony. 

82. An act to incorporate the town of Texana. 
| 83. Anact to authorize and require the county court of the 
county of Brazoria to establish,discontinue and regulate private 
and public roads in said county, and to cause pubtie roads and 
bridges to be constructed and kept iu good order. 

84. An act to incorporate the Henderson Female College. 

85. An act to incorporate the John M. Gibson Lodge, No. 13 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, located in the town 
of Marshall, Harrison county Texas. 
| 86. An act to incorporate Walker Lodge No. 13, of the In- 
‘dependent Order of Odd Fellows. l 
| 87. An act for the relief of George L. Bledsoe. 
| 88. An act supplementary to an act to establish and incorpor- 
fate the college of DeKalb, approved 26th January, 1839. 

' 89.. An act donating to Mrs Elizabeth Crockett one league of 
|land. i l 

| 90. An act to provide for the liquidation and settlement of 
certain meritorious claims therein named. 

| 91. An act requiring the commisssoner of the General Land 
d Office to perform certain duties therein named. 

| 92. An act to authorize and require certain suits pending in 
the District Courts in and for the counties of Hill and Ellis, to 
ibe transferred to the county of Johnson. 

| 93. An act to create the couaty of Lampasas. 
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94. An act to define the Fourth Judicial District, and to pre- 
‘scribe thetime of holding courts therein. 

95. An act for the relief George Robinson. 

96. An act to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso and Pacific 
Railroad company. 

97. An act to amend the seventh section of anact to provide 
for the payment of six companies of mounted volunteers, that 
were mustered into the service of the State of Texas, on the 
first day of November, a. D. 1854, under a requisition of Brevet 
Major General Percifer F. Smith, and to pay the expenses in- 
curred by said companies, approved 14th of January, 1856. 

98. An act to incorporate the Washington county Railroad 
company. — 

99. An act to create the county of Cibolo. 

100. An act for the relief of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and 
Colorodo Railroad company, or their assignees in certain cases. 

101. An act for the relief of Jesse Dean. 

102. An act to incorporate Soule University. 

103. An act to define the time of holding the district courts 
in the county of Cameron. 

104. An act giving the assent of the Stateof Texas to an 
act to provide forthe payment of such, creditors of the late Re 
public of Texasas are comprehended in the act of Congress of 
September nine, eighteen hundred and fifty, which was passed 
at the second session of the thirty-third Cougress of the United 
States,and approved February twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-five. 

105. An act to create the county of San Saba. 

106. An act amendatory to an act concerning crimes and 
punishments, approved 20th March, 1848. 

107. An act forthe relief of James Tarlton. 

108. An act to change the name of Margaret Catharine Bark 
to Margaret Catharine Moore. 

109. An act for the relief of Henry Patrick. 

110. An act for the relief of George W. Shelton. 

141. An act to create the county of Llano. ` 

112. An act to incorporate the Trinity Valley Railroad com 
pany. 

113. An act for the relief of Com, E. W. Moore. 

114, An act for the relief of George H. Burroughs. 

115. An act granting Pelican Island, in Galveston Bay, to the 
_ corporation of the city of Galveston. 

116. Joint resolution granting leave of absence to Joel L 
Ankrim, judge of the 11th judicial district. . l 

117. An act defining the counties composing the 3d judicial 


district, and the time of holding the same. 
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118. An act to ehange the name of Julius Valentine Cook, to 
that of Richard Valentine Cook. 

119. An act to pay assessors and collectors of taxes for taking 
the number of the scholastic population of their respective 
counties, for the yeas 1854 and 1855. 

120. An act for the relief of Fred W. Moore, assignee of A. 
H. Cook. 

121. Anact authorizing Archibald F. Leonard to erect a mill 
on, and construct adam across the West Fork of Trinity river. 

122. An act to provide for the erection and furnishing a fire 
proof bnilding to be used as a General Land Office for the State 
of Texas. 

123. An act to incorporate the town of Lexington. 

124. An act te authorize the clerk of the county court of An- 
derson county to transcribe into a bound book, to be procured 
by him for that purpose, all the records hereinafter named. 

125. An act supplementary to an act entitled, an act making 
provision for rnnning and marking the boundary line between 
the State of Texas, and the territories of the United States of 
America. 

126. An act to better define the Western boundary line of 
Grayson county, and the Eastern boundary line of Cook county. 

127. An act to create the county of Live Oak, and attach it to 
the 14th judicial district. 

128. An act to provide for the purchase of a supply of the 
Texas Digest, for the use of the State. 7 
129. An act for the relief of Basil Durbin. 

130. An act to incorporate Larissa College. 

131. Joint resolution on the Kansas and Nebraska act. 

132. An act to re-organize the 2d judicial district, and fix the 
time of holding the courts therein. 

133. An act to incorporate the Texas Christian College. 

134. An act for the relief of the heirs of George Wagner, 
eceased. 

135. An act’ to incorporate the town of Rusk, in Cherokee 
ounty. 

136, An act to repeal an act entitled, an act to incorporate the 
yler University in the town of Tyler, county of Smith, and to 
é-incorporate the same. 

137. An act to create the county of Kinney. 

138. An act authorizing and requiring the assessor and col- 
ector ot Tarrant county, to collect the taxes now assessed in 
he former territory of Tarrant county and now Parker county, 
nd pay over the same to the county Treasurer of said county 
f Parker. 
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189. An act creating the county of Young. 

140. An act to incorporate the town of Dallas. 

141. An act for the relief of the heirs at law of William 
Stephens Kennard. 

142. An act to incorporate the Franklin College. 

148. An act to provide a permanent and safe building for the 
use of the State Department, the Executive and the Attorney 
General of the State of Texas. i 

144. An act to authorize Jobn H. White a minor, to take 
charge of his estate and transact business as though he wer 
of age. 

145. An act authorizing the county courts of this State to 
grant licenses for the retail of spirituous,vinous and intoxicating 
liquors, in quanties less than a quart, and imposing a license 
tax for such privilege. e 

146. An act to fix the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme 
and Districts courts. : . 

L47. An act to detect and prevent the payment of fraudw 
lant certificates of Public Debt, and to provide for collection 
of certain money due by the United States. 

148. An act supplementary to an act to incorporate the Sa 
Antonio and Mexican Gulf Ra:lroad, approved September 5th, 
1850, and the supplements thereto. 

149. An act more particularly declaring the duties of Deputy 
Clerks. 

250. An act to create Maverick county. 

151. An act to create the county of Uvalde. 

152. An act for the relief of ceitain persons therein named 

153. An act to amend the caption and the first and sixteent 
sections of an act to incorporate the Texas Western Railroa 
Company, approved February 16th, 1852. 

154. An act to legalize the official acts of J. P. Duma 
District Surveyor of Grayson county. 

155. An act to incorporate the Linden Academy. 

156. An act supplementary to an act to incorporate the Mem 
phis, El Paso and Pacific Railroad company passed by the sixt 
Legislature. 3 

157. An act for the relief of Wm. M. Shepherd. 

158. An act for the relief of S. A. White. 

159. An act for the relief of Rees D. Price. 

160. An act for to ehange the name of Caroline Boyd a 
Lucy Ann Boyd to Caroline Boyd Stewart and Lucy Ann Bo} 
Stewart, and to authorize Charles B. Stewart to adopt said Cat 
oline and Lucy Ann with power to devise to them such pd 
tions of his estate as he may chose. 
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161. An act for the relief of Thomas H. Mays. 

162. An act authorizing the Trustees of the several school 
Districts of Comal county to levy and collect a special tax for 
school purposes. 

163. An act for the relief of G. B. Lamar. 

164. An act for the relief ot Harvey Sanderson’s heirs. 

Of these acts and resolutions, those numbered I2, 40, 41, 50, 
63 and 99, have been returned without my approval to the 
House, in which they respectively originated, together with my 
objections to them. Those numbered 101, 112, 119, 121, 141, 
148, 149, 152, 153, 155, 158, and 159, I have not had time to 
examine with that deliberation I desire, before final action upon 
them. All the other acts and resolutions have been approved, 
or have become operative by lapse of time. Those not finally 
acted on upto this time, will be approved in time to be printed 
with the other laws, if no serious objections are entertained to 
them. If they are not approved they will be returned to the 
House in which they originated at the adjourned session. 

I learn that many Bills and Resolutions have passed both 
Houses which have not yet been presented to me. As they come 
in, I shall approve of such as I can, and return the others to the 
Legislature when it meets in July next. 

E. M. PEASE. 

The Journal was then read and adopted. 

Mr Owings moved that the House stand adjourned until the 
dst Monday in July next. 

The Speaker then took leave of the House, as follows: 

The hour has arrived, Gentlemen, for the adjournment of 
the House until the Ist Monday in July next, but before pro- 
nouncing our separation, I ask to say a word of Farewell to 
those who have so much honored me. 

I thank you, Gentlemen, for the resolution, approving of my 
official course, which you have placed on the Journals of this 
House with such unanimity and cordiality; it is a record of 
which I shall always be proud. 

I however did not require this formal mark of your approba- 
tion, for have been in the almost daily receipt of it since our 
organization, J have upon all occasions been sustained and 
supported by a generous eo-operation, and the most distin— 
guished courtesy. l ; 

Questions of the gravest import have been before the House, 
they have been discussed with an ability never before equalled 
in our legislative history, and have been acted on, I'trust, in 
wisdom and for the best interests of our State. 
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The record of our proceedings will soon be before our con- 
stituents, and I anticipate their cordial approbation. 

I have endeavored, Gentlemen, to discharge the duties of 
my office impartially and to the best of my ability, and if in 
the excitement of the warm scenes through which we have 
passed, I have given offence.to any one, -L hope in this, our 
hour of parting, he will forget it. J offer to each and all of 
you, Gentlemen, my best wishes for your safe return to your 
families, and my grateful acknowledgments for your kindness 
to me: 

The House stands adjourned until the Ist Monday in July 
next. `i 
Examined and approved. 

H. P. BEE, SPEAKER 


E. D. McKenney, of House of Representatives. 
Chief Olerk. 


